Blackawton cemetery fees — further recommendations
Exclusive Right of Burial

Recommendations approved at the October 2024 BPC meeting did not include the charges for Exclusive
Right of Burial (EROB). This omission is addressed here.

The relationship between interment and EROB charges at other local cemeteries is as follows:

Burial EROB EROB as %
of Burial
Dartmouth Interment £507.00 £608.00 1.2
Interment (cremation) £363.00 £313.00 0.86
South Milton Interment £150.00 £275.00 1.83
Interment (cremation) £75.00 £100.00 1.33
Totnes Interment £479.00 £561.00 1.17
Interment (cremation) £252.00 £353.00 14

Average 121%

Using 120% as the basis for revising BPC EROB charges for single burials, and maintaining our current1: 1.7
ratio for EROB (single) : EROB (double) would result in the following revised EROB charges (rounded to the
nearest £5).

Single Double
Interment EROB (current) EROB (proposed)* EROB (current) EROB (proposed)*
Lawn memorial area £320.00 £125.00 £385.00 £212.50 £655.00
Cremated remains area £190.00 £65.00 £230.00 £110.50 £390.00

Comparing the resultant EROB charges with our benchmarked local cemeteries:

Blackawton Dartmouth  South Milton Totnes

Lawn memorial area EROB (single) £385.00 £608.00 £275.00 £561.00

EROB (double) £655.00 £1,031.00 £275.00 £838.00

Cremated remains area EROB (single) £230.00 £313.00 £100.00 £353.00
EROB (double) £390.00 N/A N/A N/A

Note that none of our benchmarked local cemeteries appear to offer double EROBs for cremation vessels.

The recent changes to interment and memorial charges were set to recover 2024-5 budgeted costs (£2,202)
at a demand level equal to the average over the last three years. The addition of EROB income at the
proposed revised charges (also at average demand over the last three years) would add an estimated
£1,050 to income over a full year — covering more than 50% of the cemetery wall repair cost (£1,862) for
2024-5. This proposal does not aim to recover the third element of cemetery costs - the Clerk’s time
(currently estimated to be £2,320p.a.).

Recommendations:
*  With immediate effect, implement the revised EROB charges as defined above.
* On the basis of currently available information, continue to offer double EROBs for cremation
vessels, at the revised charges as defined above.
* Revise all cemetery charges 1% April each year in line with CPI from previous September, rounded to
nearest £5.
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