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DRAFT Minutes of the monthly meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 12 January 2021 at 7:30 p.m. via virtual videoconferencing  

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chair), Cllr Mewes (Vice-Chair), Coe, Mallyon, Thomas and Wilson were present, as were, Devon 
County Cllr Brazil, South Hams District Cllr Reeve, A Thom (Clerk), and one member of the public.  

01/21 Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Perry and notice of expected late arrival from Cllr Mewes, who joined during 
Cllr Brazil’s report. 

02/21 Declarations of Interest 
Cllrs Rake and Thomas declared a personal interest in the Blackawton Business Units CIC. 
Cllr Coe declared a personal interest in Item 9 – French Furze project. 

03/21 Open Forum  

03/21.1 Management of Parish Highway Drainage 
Parish Lengthsman Mike Pearey reported that last year was an exceptional year and the weather had a significant 
impact on the drains. He did the planned works as a priority. In December he went to the wider Parish and found that 
grit washed by exceptionally heavy rain had blocked drains, some of which are still to be cleared. This has led to the 
need for a late request for extra hours. Going forward will make a finding better way of communicating with DCC 
Highways a priority. He will monitor DCC’s interactive map.  

04/21 Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings 
The minutes of the Meeting held 1 December 2020 were approved. 

05/21 BPC’s COVID-19 Response 
Cllrs have not received requests for help and are not aware of anything they can do which they are not already doing. The 
Clerk was asked to update the posts about BPC’s COVID-19 response.  
South Hams District Cllr Reeve commented that there may be a need for transport to receive vaccinations. Cllrs expected 
this need will be met within the Blackawton community. The West Dart Bus can also be asked for assistance. 

06/21 Report from Devon County Council Councillor 
Deferred pending Cllr Brazil’s arrival. 

07/21 Report from South Hams District Council Councillor 
South Hams District Cllr Reeve commented she hopes waste collection is working better now. Please tell Cllr Reeve if there 
are further problems. The new system will be implemented in stages and a letter sent to affected residents two weeks before 
a change. They will start with areas with pavements. There is a lot of money available as COVID grants for businesses. The 
system is confusing. People are encouraged to claim. A decision flow chart to help explain the system should be available 
by Friday. Second and third applications should be easier because the basic information has already been collected by 
SHDC.  
SHDC has some staff who have COVID-19 or are working from home. Staffing of key departments will be prioritised. 
Planning Officers will try to use videos and photos where they can. 

08/21 Planning Issues 

08/21.1 SHDC Planning Decisions 
Decisions noted: 

• 3520/20/FUL Woodford Farm Blackawton TQ9 7AA. Installation of solar array consisting of 72 panels. Conditional 
Approval. 

• 1899/20/VAR Proposed Development At Sx 8074 5071 Blackawton. Application for variation of condition 2 
(approved plans) of planning consent 0969/19/VAR for relocation of three detached garages due to location of 
public water main. Conditional Approval. 

09/21 Consultations 

• Draft Housing Strategy 2021-2026 "Better Homes, Better Lives.", SHDC, Closes 1/2/21. 
No comment by BPC. 

• Interim Devon Carbon Plan, Devon Climate Emergency (DCE) partnership, Closes15/2/21. 
Deferred to Item 10 – Review of Environment Policy. 
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10/21 French Furze Project 
Cllr Rake reported that SHDC has addressed his letter to the Chief Executive by nominating the Head of Development 
Management Practice as the point of contact tasked with helping to resolve outstanding issues. Cllr Rake is trying to 
arrange a meeting between Head of Development Management Practice and a SHDC legal staff to identify what those 
issues are, prior to a three way meeting with SHDC and Vistry.  
Cllr Mallyon explained his concerns about risks to pedestrian safety on the new pedestrian access which will be created 
leading onto Main Street: in that the workshop which shares the access was previously a carpenter’s workshop with 
minimal vehicular access and there is now substantial traffic related to operating a small business. Cllr Rake reported that 
he has discussed this with the business owner, who will pass on to drivers, but he thinks drivers have reasonably good 
visibility and most vehicle users are repeat visitors; e.g. staff and delivery drivers. Cllr Rake’s own concern for people 
using the path would be for when they come out onto Main Street, and the pace at which they may enter Main Street. In 
the discussion Cllrs made comparisons with the accepted use of the junction of Park Lane with Main Street, lack of 
pedestrian protection between end of Main Street and the bus stop, and other places with shared vehicular access. Cllr 
Rake suggested encouraging the installation of a staggered barrier at the top of the footpath with ‘cyclists dismount’ 
signage. Cllrs agreed to both work with the business owner regarding their processes/practices and to wait to see what 
Vistry constructs.  
Cllr Mallyon said that the soft landscaping plan he has viewed shows a reduction in trees. BPC get more information 
about a keylock staggered barrier which might be installed by Vistry above the vehicular access if BPC pays for it. 

11/21 Report from Devon County Council Councillor 
Cllr Brazil has shared an interactive DCC map of COVID-19 cases which is available on the Devon County Council 
Website. It shows cases down to quite small areas.  
Cllr Mewes joined the meeting. 
Cllr Brazil reported that the A379 is affected roadworks and suggested checking before travelling. 

12/21 Blackawton Environment Policy 
A variety of possible changes to the Policy and actions were discussed, including greater active engagement with people 
in the community to act on the Policy.  
The Environment Policy will be reviewed as a rolling action Agenda item, with Sections 1-5 of the Policy to be addressed 
by the February meeting of BPC. Cllr Coe suggested inviting the Allotments Association. The Tree Warden will be invited. 
Proposed changes to the Policy will be circulated prior to the meeting. 
It was agreed that the Clerk will respond to the Interim Devon Carbon Plan in consultation with Cllrs Coe and Mewes.  

13/21 Report on Councillors’ Meeting with Anthony Mangnall MP  
Cllrs Coe and Mewes reported on the meeting. Cllr Mewes said that the main purpose was the private members bill 
relating to a new way of trading electricity at local level. The idea that BPC and DPC meet regularly with Anthony 
Mangnall was discussed but he already meets with Totnes. Another meeting is due soon. 

14/21 Management of Parish Drains and Buddle Holes  
It was resolved to support approval of the requested allocation of a total of an additional 10 hours for the Parish 
Lengthsman’s work in the Parish. 

15/21 Items Deferred 
Consideration of the following four items was deferred to the February meeting because of the long meeting: 

• Blackawton Cemetery - To consider the proposal for planting in the area of the sole conifer on a grave. 

• Litter – To review the request for signage on affected lanes in the Parish. 

• Pavement Parking – To consider action by BPC. 

• BPC Policy - To agree whether the Clerk is requested to signpost or to make reports on behalf of residents. 

16/21 Storage of Historic BPC Minute Books at Devon Archives 
It was agreed to investigate photographing historical minute books prior to storing at Devon Archives. To be reconsidered 
by the February meeting. 

17/21 Finance 

17/21.1 Update on Current Financial Position 
The Report which showed a total balance of £57,164.33 and unearmarked reserves of £17,945.25 was noted. 

17/21.2 Payments Due and Receipts 
It was resolved to approve the following payments: 

• Maintenance Contractor, second wall clearance & other jobs, £700.00 
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• Parish Lengthsman, 01/01/2021 18 hours, £360.00 

• Parish Lengthsman, DCC Highways Grant for FY 20/21, £300.00 

• Clerk, Expenses Reimbursement CE20, £141.54 

Receipt noted:  

• Resident, Interment of ashes and 2nd inscription, £95.00 

17/21.3 Approval of 2021/22 budget  
It was resolved to approve the proposed 2021/22 budget. 

17/21.4 Approval of 2021/22 precept demand 
It was resolved to approve the proposed 2021/22 precept demand of £16,500. 

17/21.5 S106 Grant Application by Blackawton Playing Fields Committee for resurfacing of Blackawton 
Tennis Court 
BPC resolved that it supports the application.  

17/21.6 Devon County Council and South Hams District Council Locality Grants  
BPC resolved to support Blackawton Playing Fields Committee’s applications to fund the creation of a Boule court o 
the former Community Shop site. The total grant funds requested are £740. 

Cllr Reeve left the meeting. 

17/21.7 Grant Application from Libraries Unlimited South West toward refurbishment of mobile library van  
It was unanimously resolved to approve a grant of £200. 

17/21.8  Grant Application from Blackawton Playing Fields Committee for tree removal. 
Deferred. 

18/20 Correspondence 
Miscellaneous correspondence noted:  

• Sent to French Furze’ residents, 9/12/20, Responsibility for cutting back overgrowth of vegetation from the road 
The Clerk has learned that the plot numbers do not match house numbers and needs to resend. 

• Sent by Cllr Rake to SHDC, 5/1/21, Flood risk management FRM/SH/0810/2020 South Hams application number 
0810/20/ARC, Regarding further issues 
This matter will be added to the French Furze list for Head of Development Management Practice. 

• Received - Strete Parish Council’s Survey of parishioners about Electric Vehicle Charging Points 

19/20 Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Cllr Rake responded to Cllr Coe’s enquiry by saying that installation of EV charging points and cycle racks at the Blackawton 
Business Units will be able to be done when the Units are owned and run by the community. 
Cllr Rake has been contacted by a parishioner who might fund construction of the remaining three units. 

20/20 Next Meeting 
It was confirmed that the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 2 February 2021 at 7:30 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 21 48. 


