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DRAFT Minutes of the monthly meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held using public 
videoconferencing on Tuesday 5 May 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 

Open Forum  
No members of the public present. 

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chair), Cllrs Mewes (Vice-Chair), Coe, Mallyon, Thomas and Wilson were 
present, as were South Hams District Cllr Reeve, Devon County Cllr Brazil, and A Thom (Clerk). 
There were no members of the public. 

69/20 Election of Chairman 
It was resolved unanimously to re-elect Councillor Simon Rake as Chairman. 

70/20 Chairman's Signature of Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Cllr Rake will sign the declaration. 

71/20 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Perry. 

72/20 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 
It was noted that BPC’s practices are amended in accordance with this new legislation. The 
legislation means that virtual meetings are temporarily legally allowed. Cllr Rake has chosen to call 
the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. 

73/20 Declaration of Interests 
None declared 

74/20 Election of Vice-Chairman 
It was resolved unanimously to re-elect Councillor Robin Mewes as Vice-Chairman. 

75/20 Appointments to special areas of responsibility  
The appointments for Snow Warden (Cllr Jack Perry), Health Representative (John Donaldson), 
Tree Warden (John Donaldson), and Footpath Warden (Cllr Ruth Coe), were all confirmed. 

76/20 Asset Register, Insurance Cover, Current Contracts and Agreements, and 
Subscriptions 
These arrangements have all been listed in a separate document (also posted on 
www.blackawtoncommunity.com) and were noted. 

77/20 Annual authorisation of the Clerk’s base salary. 
It was approved that the Clerk’s base salary will be paid on the last day of each month and be 
authorised annually in April of each year or when the national salary award is changed. 

Cllr Brazil joined the meeting. 

78/20 Clerk’s Working from Home Allowance 
It was agreed that BPC will pay £10 per month from 6 April 2020, being the pro-rata payment with 
Dittisham Parish Council, as per Devon Association of Local Council’s notice of new payment level. 

79/20 Membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks  
It was agreed that BPC will pay £54 towards the annual fee, being the pro-rata payment with 
Dittisham Parish Council. 

80/20 Review of Risk Assessment and Statement of Internal Controls 
The draft documents were approved as circulated. The Clerk’s raising of holding of funds in an off-
line account was discussed as a possible risk reduction measure. The view was that the timescales 
and process would be problematic, and that the Lloyds account is managed with a very good level 
of security. Therefore this approach will not be pursued. 

81/20 Ordinary Meetings of the Parish Council 
It was confirmed that the ordinary meetings of the Council will continue to take place at 7:30 pm on 
the first Tuesday of each month excluding August, and be delayed by one week if that Tuesday 
follows a public holiday. 

http://www.blackawtoncommunity.com/
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Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council  

82/20 Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Thomas declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the planning applications for Earth Lined 
Slurry Stores being noted. 

83/20 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
It was agreed to approve minutes of the Meetings held on 3 March and 7 April 2020.   

84/20 COVID-19 Response  
The project coordinating the community response to the coronavirus outbreak was discussed. Cllr 
Rake reported that there continues to be few requests for help. There are many active informal 
support networks, and the village shop is being used. 

85/20 Report from South Hams District Councillor 
Cllr Reeve reported that as we continue to cope with the coronavirus and the speed of how the 
situation changes daily, the support parishioners have given each other is overwhelming. This 
support does need to continue, as we all know this coronavirus must not be rushed, so small steps. 
All Parish Clerks have received a very straight forward procedure of rules for holding remote 
meetings. SHDC continues to hold meetings, where the calendar is quite busy. Also attached to the 
rules of procedure is a page of frequently asked questions which may be found helpful and are sure 
will answer a lot of queries. These refer to planning applications too. 
Cluster meetings are held weekly.  Cllr Reeve, Cllr Brazil, Cllr Foss and two officers are part of the 
cluster group for this parish. Any problems that flare up or ways we can help our parishes in any 
way during Covid-19, are brought to the meetings. So please ask one of us if there is a need. 
Out of the 34 million pounds to help businesses in the South Hams, 2,936 businesses have 
received a grant.  A new Discretionary Fund has been announced by the Government for those not 
covered by the first one. Eligibility details will follow next week. South Hams is looking to receive 
approximately 2.4 million pounds. 
An Emergency Welfare Fund, working with DCC, was launched recently to help those facing 
significant hardship. It is to assist people waiting for Universal Credit, to assist self employed with 
short term assistance to function, and to help with food and travel expenses. Some funding will go to 
secondary schools where hardship issues are being flagged up. 
Lastly the new recycling scheme, due to have started on 28 September 2020, is now delayed. The 
two main reasons being, delay on the construction of the Ivybridge Transfer Station, and secondly 
delay in delivering the new recycling fleet from Ireland. 
Public footpaths in Blackawton are open. The Collaton turbine is still noisy. 
Cllr Reeve’s Locality Fund is available 

Cllr Rake asked about how SHDC is holding meetings and a suspension of scrutiny. Cllr Reeve 
passed the question to Cllr Brazil. Cllr Brazil discussed meetings held on 23 and 30 April. On 23 
April it was set in motion for all meetings to be cancelled, but a week later most, if not all, scheduled 
meetings went ahead. Cllr Brazil said that formal questions can’t be asked at a full council meeting 
(the public can ask questions). And that it is not possible to propose a motion at a full council 
meeting.  

86/20 Report from County Councillor 
Cllr Brazil echoed Cllr Reeve’s comments about how well parish and town community groups have 
stepped up – responding well ahead of the Government. Most people were already being looked 
after before Government support was delivered. 
Regarding Planning meetings, Cllr Brazil said he would prefer not to hold them. It would be better to 
hold on until some form of normality resumes. Most applications have been delegated to the local 
member in the normal way. Very few are waiting. Site visits may take place as time goes on, but this 
is difficult to manage. 
There is a new SHDC-DCC hardship fund to provide cash for basic essentials. 
Recycling centres will be open from next Monday. They are to be used only if disposal is a matter of 
life and death please. Cllr Brazil said this is better than the materials being dumped. 
Most agree with current decisions, especially at District level. Big decisions will come at the end 
when the bill is paid. 

Cllr Rake said that information about grants is hard to find.  
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Cllr Brazil agreed. He suggests people contact Cllr Brazil or Cllr Reeve. They will help or find 
someone to help. A lot of people are suddenly in a terrible predicament. 

87/20 Planning Issues 

87/20.1 SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals 
 The following decisions were noted: 

• 0218/20/HHO Thorne Farm Blackawton TQ9 7BW. Householder application for 
extension to existing dwelling with relevant internal alterations, provision of a double 
garage. Conditional Approval.  

• 1785/19/FUL Pruston Barton Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AJ. READVERTISEMENT 
(Revised plans received) Application for an Earth Lined Slurry Store (Part A). 
Conditional Approval. 

• 1790/19/FUL Pruston Barton Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AJ. Application for an Earth 
Lined Slurry Store (Part B) Conditional Approval. 

• 1796/19/FUL Pruston Barton Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AJ. Application for an Earth 
Lined Slurry Store (Part C) Conditional Approval. 

• 1797/19/FUL Pruston Barton Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AJ. Application for an Earth 
Lined Slurry Store (Part D) Conditional Approval. 

• 0643/20/FUL The Old Farmhouse Millcombe Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AE. Sub-division 
of existing dwelling to create 2 residential dwellings. Conditional Approval 

• 1070/20/NMM Watson Barn Park Lane Blackawton TQ9 7AA. Non material minor 
amendment to amend planning permission 0620/19/FUL. Conditional Approval 

87/20.2 Review of New Applications  

0910/20/FUL Field At Sx830513 Blatchmore Lane Bugford. Retrospective application for 
provision of access track and container storage. 

No comment by BPC. This application is not in Blackawton. 

1049/20/VAR Hillfield Village Hillfield Stoke Fleming TQ6 0LX. Variation of conditions 11, 12 
and 17 of planning consent 0762/18/VAR to enable ground works to commence on site. 

No comment by BPC. This application is not in Blackawton. 

88/20 Blackawton Cemetery 
BPC discussed ensuring that the conduct of funeral services in the Cemetery comply with 
Government’s restrictions in the context of COVID 19. It was decided that those conducting the 
service will be asked to agree that they will follow the Guidelines, effectively to self-certify. The 
Guidelines will be provided where necessary. 

89/20 Finance 

89/20.1 Update on Current Financial Position 
The report showed a balance of £53,640.06 and unearmarked reserves of £10,144.43. 

89/20.2 Payments Due and Received 
It was resolved to make the following payments: 
o Devon Communities Together, Annual subscription, £50.00 
o DCC, Transfer of grants for new bus shelters, £5,991.91 
o Grounds maintenance contractor, Cemetery hedge/dead tree removal & Churchyard cut, 

£210.00 
o ICCM, Annual subscription, £95.00 
o Sustainable Blackawton, Movie and Soup evening, £130.00 
o DCC, Reimburse balance of Sust. Black. Grant, £170.00 
o Maintenance contractor, Spring clearance of churchyard wall, £500.00 
o Kingsbridge Websites, link preview plug in and update links, £30.00 
o Clerk, CE18 Expenses reimbursement, £64.93 

The following receipts were noted:  
o Precept first instalment & Council tax support grant, £8,358.5 
o SHDC /DCC via Dittisham PC, TAP refund drainage, £340 
o HMRC, VAT Claim 2018/19, £529.74 
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89/20.3 2019/20 Internal Audit 
The Auditor’s report was noted. No actions are recommended. 

89/20.4 Local Council Administration Services Invoice for 2019/20 Internal Audit 
Payment of the invoice (£100.00) was authorised. 

89/20.5 Certificate of Exemption – AGAR 2019/20 Part 2 
It was resolved that BPC meets the criteria for 2019/20 and wishes to be an exempt authority, 
not subject to a limited assurance review, for 2019/20. 

89/20.6 To sign the Certificate of Exemption. 
The Chairman will sign the Certificate. 

89/20.7 2019/20 Audit Annual Governance Statement 
It was resolved to approve the Statement. 

89/20.8 Signature of the Audit Annual Governance Statement by the Chair of the 
meeting. 
The Chairman will sign the Statement. 

89/20.9 2019/20 Audit Accounting Statements 
It was resolved to approve the Statements.  

89/20.10 Signature of the Accounting Statement by the Chair of the Meeting 
The Chairman will sign the Statement. 

89/20.11 Internal Audit of Year Ending March 2021. 
It was agreed to re-appoint Local Council Administration Services. 

90/20 Blackawton Phone Box Refurbishment Project 
It was resolved to allocate £300 ex VAT for the project, as detailed in the proposal and with the 
addition of a sum to allow for protective equipment in case there is lead in the paint being removed. 

91/20 Proposal that SHDC Supply Commercial Holiday Accommodation with Access to 
Recycling 
It was agreed that BPC will write to SHDC, supporting that everything be done to make recycling 
facilities as easy as possible to access for holiday accommodation businesses.  

92/20 VE Day - Friday 8 May 2020 
It was agreed that the Clerk will post images and information about commemoration actions and 
events. 

93/20 Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Cllr Wilson reported that the playpark remains closed. The diseased Ash tree is being removed at 
the earliest opportunity. There will be replanting. The fence which is falling down will be removed 
when possible. 
Cllr Coe commented that there is a proposal for diversification of the community field. The final 
proposal will be on the June BPC Agenda. It will be shared with Allotments. 

94/20 Next Meeting 
It was confirmed that the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 2 June 2020 at 
7:30 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 8:44 p.m. 


