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DRAFT Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on Tuesday 3 
September 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in Blackawton Village Hall 

Open Forum  
No issues raised. 

Present: Cllrs Mewes (Chair), Mallyon, Perry, Thomas, and Wilson were present, as were South Hams 
District Cllr Reeve, and Devon County Cllr Brazil for his report. 

147/19 Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Rake and Coe. 

148/19 Declarations of Interest 
None declared. 

149/19 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
The minutes of the meetings held 2 July were approved. Approval of the minutes of the extraordinary 
meeting of 26 July 2019 was deferred because there were not two councillors present who were also 
present at that meeting to propose approval.  
150/19 Report from South Hams District Councillor 
South Hams District Councillor Reeve reported on SHDC’s discussion about the impact of Ash dieback. 
Landowners are reminded that they have a duty to manage trees on their land and take appropriate 
action to minimise risks to public safety from diseased trees. There is more information available on 
SHDC’s website. Cllr Reeve explained the likely withdrawal over the next two years of the Council Tax 
Support Grant. SHDC is keen to improve its relationship with parish councils and to help parish councils 
to publicise their work. Minor police issues can be reported using 
dartmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk. Cllr Reeve has up to £600 available in her Locality Fund 
grant allocation. No response has been forthcoming from Linden Homes about when the footpath 
access from French Furze to the village will be built. Cllr Mallyon explained that Linden Homes cannot 
build the footpath now because the Employment Units remain under construction. It was agreed that the 
planned build date will be requested. 

151/19 Report from Devon County Councillor 
Deferred pending the arrival of Cllr Brazil from another meeting. 

152/19 Planning Issues 

152/19.1 SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals 
The following decisions were noted: 

• 1169/19/FUL Middle Hutcherleigh Farmhouse Blackawton TQ9 7AD. Provision of a timber 
garage with log store. Conditional Approval. 

• 0318/19/HHO Abbotscot Blackawton TQ9 7AF. Householder application for extension to 
dwelling. Conditional Approval. 

152/19.2 Review of New Applications  

• 2648/19/FUL Higher Hutcherleigh Blackawton TQ9 7AD. Regularisation of Dwelling, Gardens, 
Ancillary Buildings and Domestic Stables. 

Blackawton Parish Council can't support a scheme where there appears to have been a disregard 
of the planning process. In addition, there is insufficient information to determine the level of 
deviation from the approved plans and BPC is unable to comment further. The provision of further 
information, such as before photos, could have given clarity on the proposals and helped a 
decision. 

• 2642/19/PDM The Old Dairy, North Millcombe Farm, Blackawton, Totnes, TQ9 7AE. 
Notification for prior approval for proposed change of use of agricultural building to 
dwellinghouse (Class C3) and for associated operational development (Class Q(a+b)). 

This building has historically been part of an established agricultural operation - although not under 
the current owner. The current owner has let the fields for grazing. 

• 2770/19/FUL Forder Barn Blackawton TQ9 7AL. Demolition of an existing agricultural building 
& construction of a new residential dwelling. 

Withdrawn prior to the meeting. 
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• 2304/19/FUL Provision of an agricultural livestock building (1 of 10) 

• 2308/19/FUL Provision of an agricultural livestock building (2 of 10) 

• 2309/19/FUL Provision of an agricultural livestock building (3 of 10) 

• 2311/19/FUL Provision of an agricultural livestock building (4 of 10) 

• 2313/19/FUL Provision of an agricultural livestock building (5 of 10) 

• 2314/19/FUL Provision of an agricultural livestock building (6 of 10) 

• 2315/19/FUL Provision of an agricultural livestock building (7 of 10) 

• 2320/19/FUL Provision of an agricultural livestock building (8 of 10) 

• 2321/19/FUL Provision of a straw building and engineering works for two silage pits (9 of 10) 

• 2322/19/FUL Provision of grain store (10 of 10) 

Land At Sx 829 492, Stancombe Wood, Cornish Post, Dartmouth, TQ9 7AW. 

The gate to access the proposed buildings is located in a narrow section of the road and proper 
consideration needs to be given. 

153/19 Report from County Councillor 
Cllr Brazil welcomes the much needed new funding being received for schools. Details are pending. 
There has been a series of meetings about the Slapton Line. Residents have been advised to prepare 
for the worst because if some areas are damaged they can’t be repaired.  
The Clerk will send Cllr Brazil correspondence about outstanding road signage works. 

154/19 Consultations 
The following consultations were noted: 

• Proposed Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service Changes –  
Note request to object to proposed closure of Kingston Fire Service. 

• Parking in Dartmouth, SHDC, DCC and Dartmouth Town Council. Closes 14 October 

• Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places, South Hams District Council. Closes 20 
September 2019. 

155/19 French Furze Project 
It was agreed earlier in the meeting that the planned build date for the footpath access from French 
Furze to Main Street will be requested from Linden Homes. 

156/19 Environment Policy 
Councillor Mewes reported that the Policy is nearly done. The final document will be circulated in two to 
three weeks, and will be discussed by the 1 October Parish Council meeting. 

157/19 Parish Lengthsman 
The new Lengthsman has commenced work. They are liaising via Cllrs Mallyon and Perry, and 
providing monthly reports to the Clerk. Three places have been identified where work is needed on the 
landowners’ side and which would be most efficiently done using a machine. Cllr Perry has agreed to 
discuss with the landowners. Some drains require clearance with a gully sucker. Cllr Reeve was able to 
provide the details of a smaller local business which might be used. 

158/19 Grant Policy 
Cllr Thomas’ questions about powers will be considered and the policy revisited by the 1 October 
meeting. 

159/19 Agreement to receive Agendas by e-mail 
Cllr Wilson signed the agreement. 

160/19 Bus Shelter Project 
The Clerk suggested obtaining quotes for a company to both provide and install the shelter to reduce 
the risk to the PC. This approach will be pursued. An update will be provided to the 1 October meeting. 

161/19 Standards and Governance Training Thursday, 3 October 2019 at 2.00pm in the Council 
Chamber, Follaton House 
Cllr Rake was nominated to attend.  
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162/19 Finance 

162/19.1 Update on Current Financial Position 
The Report contained a total balance of £56,159.12 and unearmarked reserves of £8,221.09. 

162/19.2 Payments Made, Due and Received 
It was resolved to approve the following payments: 

• Grounds maintenance contractor July churchyard & cemetery cuts £210 

• Clerk August salary & pension £489.77 

• HMRC August PAYE  £18.00 

• Clerk Expenses reimbursement £60.59 
To following receipts were noted:  

• Allwood inscription section E £40.00 

• Allwood new memorial  £60.00 

• DCC Grant Bus Shelter   £250.00 

• Parishioner Interment section E £55.00 

162/19.3 Annual authorisation of the Clerk’s base salary. 
It was resolved that the Clerk’s base salary will be paid on the last day of each month and be 
authorised annually in April of each year. 

163/19 Correspondence 
The following correspondence was noted: 

• 19/7/19 Environment Agency people may need a licence to continue abstracting water in a 
previously exempt area. 
This has been shared with Young Farmers. 

• SHDC, Request for Town or Parish Council’s views on the withdrawal, over two years, of the 
payment of the Council Tax Support Grant.  
Noted. BPC will not be responding. 

164/19 Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Cllr Perry reported that someone who visited a grave recently contacted him to say how good they 
thought the Cemetery was looking. The Parish Council will pass on to the grounds maintenance 
contractor the compliments, and its congratulations and thanks. 
There is a problem with dog poo on back lane. 
The Playing Fields Committee will have its AGM in two weeks. Volunteers are needed – perhaps from 
regular users of the park? 

165/19 Next Meeting 
It was confirmed that the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 1 October 2019 at 
7:30 p.m. 
 


