Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

DRAFT Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on Tuesday 5
November 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in Blackawton Village Hall

Open Forum
No matters raised.

Present:
Clirs Rake, Mewes, Mallyon, Perry, Thomas, and Wilson were present, as were South Hams District Clir
Reeve, Devon County Clir Brazil for his report, and A Thom (Clerk).

181119 Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Clir Coe.

182/19 Declarations of Interest
None declared.

183/19 Minutes of Previous Meetings
The minutes of the Meeting held 1 October 2019 were approved.

184/19 Report from South Hams District Councillor

South Hams District Councillor Reeve reported that SHDC has a task and finish group to review the
operation of the Localities team’s roles. About one quarter of grey bins’ content is food waste. SHDC
has introduced a new £100 fee to re-test private supplies of water which fail the test.

Clir Reeve was thanked for the grant to plant new trees.

185/19 Report from Devon County Councillor

There has been a full meeting of DCC. The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership has
also met. DCC is a planning consultee on drainage. Clir Brazil said that two questions to evaluate in
relation to the water flowing from French Furze are whether the approved scheme is adequate, and its
construction — which may not yet be complete.

Clir Rake discussed the review by a third party of the scheme’s adequacy and compliance at some
point. This matter can be discussed by the December meeting when more information will be available.
Clir Brazil suggested that BPC take the initiative on street lighting and consult the community.

186/19 Street Lighting in Blackawton
Councillors were asked to consider the development of three street lighting options, to be agreed by the
December meeting, with a view to incorporating them in a Newsletter and a public consultation.

187/19 Planning Issues

187/19.1 SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals
The following decisions were noted:
o 2642/19/PDM The Old Dairy North Millcombe Farm Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AE. Notification
for prior approval for proposed change of use of agricultural building to dwellinghouse (Class
C3) and for associated operational development (Class Q(a+b)). Prior Approval Given.

o 1800/19/VAR Oldstone Farm Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7DG. Application for removal or variation
of condition 5 of planning consent 06/1725/15/F._Conditional Approval.

187/19.2  Review of New Applications

o 3019/19/HHO 4 Church Hill Blackawton TQ9 7BQ. Retrospective householder application for
rear decking and sun room.
It was agreed that a site meeting was required to understand the proposal.

o 3238/19/PDM The Old Parlour, West Dreyton Farm, Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7DJ. Notification
for prior approval for proposed change of use of agricultural building to dwellinghouse (Class
C3) and for associated operational development (Class Q(a+b)).

No comment will be made.

187119.3  Correspondence from applicant regarding BPC's comment on 2648/19/FUL
Higher Hutcherleigh. Regularisation of Dwelling, Gardens, Ancillary Buildings and Domestic
Stables.

BPC has received correspondence from the applicant which objects to the statement by BPC that
there appears to have been a disregard of the planning process. The correspondence explains the
applicant's view that they endeavoured to comply with the planning process, and that any
deviations from the approved planning applications are minor and represent improvements. BPC
considered the correspondence and appreciated that the statement that ‘there appears to have
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been a disregard of the planning process’ was inappropriate. BPC should have sought further
information and reached a view on the application in question.

188/19 Consultations
o DCC, Devon permit scheme for road works and street works. Closes 18 November 2019.
No formal comment by BPC.

o Net-Zero Task Force of the Devon Climate Emergency Response Group. Call for ideas and
evidence for proposals for the Devon Carbon Plan. Closes early 2020, if your evidence could
be called before one of the hearings, please submit it by Sunday 10th November.

No formal comment by BPC.

o SHDC, Electronic Planning Applications - Request for feedback from BPC on how it has

managed the change and what impact it has had on management of consultation responses.
It was commented that the electronic planning applications are better than the paper system.
Access to WiFi in the Hall would be helpful. Meaningful file names and the retention of file name
when the documents are downloaded would be improvements. The electronic links in the emailed
consultations don’t work.

189/19 French Furze Project

The problem with the amount of water flowing off the site was discussed. SHDC will be asked to assess
the built drainage scheme’s compliance with the approved plans. Linden Homes has been contacted.
Blackawton Business Units will leave a folder of information in the Site Office. Clir Rake will discuss any
lessons learned from the French Furze project with Clir Brazil in his capacity as the Chair of SHDC's
Development Management Committee.

190/19 Environment

It was resolved to support the Local Electricity Bill. Clerk to respond and report in the Beacon.

The proposals for tree planting the Cemetery, in St Michael's churchyard, and outside the lychgate were
discussed. It was agreed BPC supported the planting of daffodils by Sustainable Blackawton on the
southern margin of the Churchyard on a trial basis. The layout of the bulbs is to be agreed with the
maintenance contractor to minimise any negative maintenance impact. Clir Mewes will discuss with the
Maintenance Contractor and with the Parochial Church Council.

BPC gave permission for a small number of trees to be planted by the School in the western part of the
Cemetery in the area marked ‘copse’ on the circulated plan of the Cemetery.

The three lychgate planting plans will be considered by the December meeting.

191/19 Water trough

The project for the water to be used as a refill point for members of the public was discontinued
because it is not possible to know whether the water in the open trough has become contaminated.
192/19 Installation of Bus Shelter

Two and three bay prices and a proposal will be obtained. Clir Wilson will assist with negotiations. To be
considered by the December meeting.

193/19 Village Name Plates
The site recommended by DCC for a ‘Welcome’ sign on the Forces road was approved, and Option 1
design (higher and includes ‘Welcome’) chosen for two new signs at a cost of £560.

194/19 Remembrance Sunday
Clir Mallyon will attend the Service. It was resolved that BPC will make a £25 donation to the British
Legion in lieu of purchasing a new wreath.

195/19 Parking in The Grove
It was resolved that BPC will request DCC install access protection bar markings, as suggested by
Devon County Council.

196/19 Litter Collection Event
Clir Perry will report to the December meeting regarding the proposal for a litter collection event to clear
the copse at Cornish Post.

197/19 Emergency Plan

BPC is preparing an Emergency Plan and a list of local resources. If Parishioners can assist in an
emergency, e.g. with a 4*4, or a generator, they are asked to please get in contact. To be advertised in
the Beacon, Community Shop and Facebook. The Clerk will email Parishioners the Emergency Contact
Form. An Emergency page will be developed for the Community website.
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198/19 Finance

198/19.1 Update on Current Financial Position
The Report showed a total balance of £61,720.04 and unearmarked reserves of £13,782.01.

198/19.2  Payments Made, Due and Received
The following payments were approved:
Grounds Maintenance Contractor, September Cemetery & Churchyard cuts, £210.00
Blackawton Village Hall, Hire April - August 2019, £85.00
DALC, New councillors’ course, £36.00

198/19.3  Blackawton Business Units Administrative Costs
The approval of administrative support was deferred to the next meeting.

198/19.4  Clearance of drains in the Village
Clir Mallyon will tour the Village with a gully sucker contractor and obtain a firm price.

198/19.5  Bank account signatories & electronic signatories
It was agreed that Clir Mewes will be added as a cheque signatory, Clir Wilson as cheque and
electronic signatory, and that Clirs Joyce and Lewis-Davis will be removed as signatories.

199/19 Grant Policy
Approval of the policy was deferred.

200/19 Clerk's Leave
The Clerk’s leave 15-22 November 2019 was authorised.

20119 GDPR Record Disposal Project
The Clerk was allocated an initial five hours for this project. Progress to then be reported to BPC.

202/19 Readvertisement of the Churchyard Wall & Handyman Maintenance Contract

Three years have passed and the contract requires review. The role will be advertised in the December
and January Beacons, Community Shop, and on Blackawton noticeboards. The closing date will be
around 15 to 20 January. The specifications will be changed to request a handyman rate instead of the
current three types of hourly rate. Wall maintenance work will be done by a specialist — not included in
the contract.

203/19 Correspondence
The following correspondence was noted:
o SHDC Town and Parish Council Event has been arranged to take place on Wednesday, 4
December 2019 6:30 pm

204/19 Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens

Clir Rake will write to thank the local landowners who have been doing work clearing the drainage
channels on their property. Clir Wilson reported that the new councillors’ course was good and
worthwhile. Clir Thomas asked about restrictions to the use of the phone box. The Clerk will check
the contract.

The meeting discussed whether to approve more hours for the Parish Lengthsman. An additional
ten hours was agreed, and approved by the Chair and Clerk. Councillors request the focus be on
keeping the drains flowing instead of doing the pre-emptive work for now. Although it agrees the
pre-emptive work is valuable the funds available for this work are limited and need to be focussed
on the core work of monitoring the drainage and minor clearing to keep the drainage (and roads)
clear. As it meets monthly BPC can review this again in need.

205119 Next Meeting
It was confirmed that the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 3 December 2019
at 7:30 p.m.
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