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DRAFT Minutes of the Blackawton Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 21 May 2019 at 7:30 
p.m. in Blackawton Village Hall 

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chairman), Mallyon, Perry, Thomas, Devon County Cllr Brazil, and South Hams 
District Cllr Reeve were present as were A Thom (Clerk) and eleven members of the public. 

1) Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Rake reported that after the Local Elections this is a new Council. He thanked the Councillors for all 
of their hard work. Cllr Lorien Joyce has left after one term and Sam Lewis-Davis after two. Cllr Rake 
welcomed new Parish Councillor Robin Mewes and also new South Hams District Councillor Helen 
Reeve. 
BPC’s work over the last year has been dominated by the French Furze project. The build is underway. It 
has had some negative effects with increased traffic, disruption and water run-off from the site - which the 
PC has liaised with Linden Homes to mitigate. It is good that people have started to move in. The 
arrangements for adoption of the new toddler play area for parents and young children is nearly finalised. 
BPC will take on the new parking area. It will be used for pick up and drop off which will hopefully 
alleviate some of the traffic which has been a problem in the village. The business units are out of the 
ground. BPC has discussed specifications for the units with Linden Homes and in parallel is getting ready 
to set up a Community Interest Company to which the ownership of the first five units can be transferred. 
The units will generate an income stream which can be used for local projects. Cllr Rake encouraged 
people to think about projects where surplus funds will be spent – perhaps one big project, or many small 
ones 
Looking ahead, BPC has started work on creating a list of emergency contacts which will be lead by Cllr 
Jack Parry. The idea is also being floated of creating a list of vulnerable people to which people can add 
themselves so that we can make sure they are all-right in an emergency. 
The Community Shop’s move and the installation of the defibrillator are very positive steps. Cllr Rake 
thanked everybody who made both those projects possible.  

2) South Hams District Councillor Helen Reeve 
Cllr Reeve read some achievements reported in SHDC’s Annual Report: 

• Collected 2.7m tonnes of household waste 

• Inspected 2,100 play parks 

• Completed 2,433 planning applications 

• Carried out 486 food inspections 

• Awarded £253,000 in Community Grant Funding 

• Supported 92 events 

• Carried out 567 planning enforcement investigations 

• Helped to deliver 69 affordable homes 

• Picked up 53 fly tips 

• Awarded £540,600 in Disabled Facilities Grants 

• Collected 171 abandoned vehicles 

• Prevented 520 households becoming homeless 
The Council has produced a useful brochure which explains how Council Tax is spent and which 
authority is responsible for each service. 

3) Devon County Councillor Julian Brazil 
SHDC has outsourced waste services to FCC. There is a service level agreement. Please report if there 
are any issues. In future all recyclables will be collected in one container and hand sorted on the street. 
DCC has increased its component of Council Tax to provide extra money for adult social care. The 
situation is still desperate. It can be very hard to find carers in rural areas. Please tell Cllr Brazil know if 
there are issues and he will try to fix them. Education is under massive financial strain. Class sizes and 
the number of exclusions have increased. 50% of excluded people end up in the criminal justice system. 
There is never enough money for roads – however the Westminster government sometimes allocates 
extra windfall money in the budget and this is used for extra work. DCC has a very good interactive 
website which can be used to report issues. The Clerk said that there will be ‘Report It’ red buttons on 
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www.blackawtoncommunity.com in the next few days – bottom right hand side of the home page – which 
can be used to report to DCC and to SHDC. 
In future garden and food waste collections will be separated – the food waste container will be 3-4 times 
the current size and collected weekly. The current plastic sacs will be replaced. 

4) Sustainable Blackawton 
The group was originally set up in 2008 but has not been active in recent years. It is being reactivated 
with a view to working on local tangible issues. 
There is an informal meeting – open to all – on Wednesday 5 June at 7:00 pm. 

5) Street Lighting 
The possibility of removing the street lighting was raised at the Community Day in 2016. A show of hands 
by those present showed removal was supported by the majority of those present. BPC is making 
enquires with DCC. DCC’s policy is to change the current sodium lights to LED and to turn lights off 
overnight – for five hours, going off at 1:30 or 12:30 depending on if we have daylight saving. 

6) Informal Reports from Community Groups 

a) Allotments 
More people are needed. About half the area has been grassed over. 

b) Village Hall 
More use would be good – it is available most weekends. Come to the events! 

c) BADS 
Five people were at the AGM two nights ago. If people have ideas for a project come forward – 
BADS has money which could be used to support new projects. 

d) Oil Buying Group 
The group orders £35-40,000 litres. Four deliveries each year. 

e) West Dart Bus 
The Bus goes to Dartmouth every Friday. It is about 25% full. £2 or free to those with a bus pass. 

f) Community Shop 
The turnover has increased and it may be in profit – the accounts are currently with the accountant. 
More volunteers are always needed. Suggestions for stock are welcome. Quotes are being obtained 
to break up and take away the portakabin. 

g) Wormcharming 
Wormcharming had a pretty good year – 64 teams and it was a good whole village day. It has 
widespread interest – it is in a Financial Times article on festivals this weekend, a person contacted 
from France for photos, and Steve has just done an interview in Russian. Wormcharming expects to 
donate over three thousand pounds to local causes, including Devon Air Ambulance, this year. 

h) WI 
Continues to be active and welcomes members of every age. 

i) Young Farmers 
Its Ball at Collaton raised £17,000 for charity. The local group won an award for the group with the 
most money given to charitable causes. 

 

http://www.blackawtoncommunity.com/

