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DRAFT Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on 
Friday 26 July 2019 at 2:00 p.m. in Blackawton Village Hall 

Open Forum 

a. Slurry Store Planning Application 
Members of the public restated their objection to the slurry store planning applications on the grounds they would be too 
close to residences and there are issues with bioaerosols, odour, and bacteria. They reported that their research on 
planning decisions did not locate the approval of a slurry store within 200 metres of residences. They have suggested an 
alternative location in the bottom of the field. The addition of a cover or the use of an alligator bag were suggested to 
reduce odour and emissions damage to the environment. 

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chair), Coe, Perry and Thomas were present as were two members of the public and A Thom 
(Clerk). 

140/19 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mallyon, Mewes and Wilson.  

The order of the Agenda items was changed at the Chair’s discretion. 

141/19 Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Thomas declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the Slurry Store planning applications. 

Cllr Thomas left the room 

142/19 Review of New Applications 

• 1785/19/FUL Pruston Barton Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AJ. Application for an Earth Lined Slurry Store (Part A) 

• 1790/19/FUL Pruston Barton Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AJ. Application for an Earth Lined Slurry Store (Part B) 

• 1796/19/FUL Pruston Barton Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AJ. Application for an Earth Lined Slurry Store (Part C) 

• 1797/19/FUL Pruston Barton Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AJ. Application for an Earth Lined Slurry Store (Part D) 

It was resolved that the following response would be submitted to the Planning Office (resolution proposed Cllr Rake, 
seconded Cllr Coe): 
Blackawton Parish Council (BPC) has met with the applicant and with neighbouring residents whose objections to the 
scheme have been submitted to SHDC. 
BPC recognises that the applicant has made significant improvements to the management of farming operations since 
taking up his tenancy. It further recognises that recent changes in legislation require the applicant to make provision for 
increased slurry storage. BPC believes that there is some merit in the applicant’s contention that the proposed scheme 
will bring improvements for the neighbouring residents from the elimination of the need for slurry mixing and the changes 
to be made in the way in which stored slurry is subsequently spread on fields through dribble feeders rather than spraying 
or splashplate arrangements. In addition BPC acknowledges that the proposed scheme would reduce the liquid volumes 
being stored in the existing open slurry pit in the farmyard, which has caused difficulties for neighbouring properties in the 
past. BPC recognises and welcomes the fact that the applicant has shown willingness to compromise to some extent in 
the submission of a revised application that moves the proposed pit location further from the residents’ homes. BPC 
understands the applicant’s desire to have the pits located as close to the farmyard as possible for operational purposes. 
BPC notes that there are inconsistencies in aspects of the application, notably the statement that the scheme lies within 
an existing farmyard and the fact that whereas the revised applications for pits A & B now show these being constructed 
as a single pit, the applications for pits C & D still show these as two separate pits (from plans and elevations) in 
contradiction of the applicant’s expressed intention to construct them as one single pit. BPC believes that it would be in 
the interests of all parties for these inconsistencies to be addressed. 
Turning to the comments from neighbouring residents, BPC recognises the genuine concerns elicited by the location of 
such a scheme in close proximity to homes. Although the proposed construction technique of at least 1m thick compacted 
clay lining should make concerns expressed about the nature of the underlying geology irrelevant, the fact remains that 
any failure through gradual leakage or, in the worst case, catastrophic breach would have negative consequences for the 
residents of Pruston Barton Court. We would therefore support the idea that appropriate soil testing should at a 
minimum be made a condition of any approval. 
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BPC recognises the residents’ concerns regarding potential disruption to their water supply. We believe that proper 
management of the rerouting of water pipes should either be included in a revised application or made a 
condition of any approval. 
With regard to concerns relating to odour and bioaerosols BPC believes that these could be addressed in part at least by 
more detailed discussion between the applicant and the residents. In discussion with the applicant, further possible 
mitigation measures were identified (such as the use of chopped straw to cover the lagoon surfaces) that could 
be incorporated either in a revised application or as a condition. In any event we support the suggestion 
advanced by two statutory consultees that an odour impact assessment be carried out. 
Similarly, with regard to noise we understand from the applicant that he would expect only limited vehicle movements 
associated with the slurry pits once in operation, as they will be gravity fed and emptied by gravity and/or pumping. Again 
we believe that this is an area of concern that could be addressed by further dialogue between the applicant and the 
neighbouring residents. Again BPC believes that it would be reasonable to incorporate certain operational 
constraints on vehicle movements either by a revised application containing details of operational management 
or by conditions attached to any approval. 
In conclusion, BPC notes that some discussion has already taken place between the applicant and his neighbours. We 
would encourage all parties to continue such discussions in the hope that a mutually satisfactory solution may be found. 
From our meetings so far we believe that there is goodwill on both sides, and that such a solution is within reach. 
Clearly if such discussions prove impossible or fruitless, the applications will have to stand or fall on their own merits, in 
which case we would request that the Development Management Team pay particular attention to the items highlighted in 
bold text above. 

Cllr Thomas returned to the meeting. 

• 2216/19/FUL Woodlands Leisure Park. Erection of steel framed building to host seasonal and periodic 
events in association with the activities of the leisure park to provide an all weather entertainments facility 
building. 

Support (resolution proposed Cllr Rake, seconded Cllr Coe) 

• New premises new premises licence from Woofstock UK Ltd for Woofstock, Oldstone Farm, A3122, 
Blackawton, Kingsbridge, TQ9 7DG. The application is for a 3 day festival on one Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
in the month of August (16th, 17th, 18th August 2019). Licensable activities: 
o Live music: Fri 6pm to 11.45pm; Sat 12pm to 11.45pm; Sun 12pm to 7pm. 
o Recorded music: Fri 1pm to 11.45pm; Sat 9.30am to 11.45pm; Sun 9.30am to 7.30pm. 
o Late night refreshment: Fri 11pm to midnight; Sat 11pm midnight. 
o Sale of alcohol for consumption on and off the premises: Fri 1pm to 11.30pm; Sat 10am to 11.30pm; 

Sun 10am to 9pm 

Support subject to the support of Devon County Council Highways, Police and other emergency services. 

143/19 Co-opted Parish Councillor Declaration of Acceptance 
Deferred in the absence of Cllr Wilson.  

144/19 Blackawton Business Units 
Cllrs agreed that the clause giving discretion to the Directors to approve Members who are not residents of 
Blackawton or tenants of the business units would refer to ‘persons’. It was resolved that Cllr Thomas would submit 
the application for registration (proposed Cllr Rake, seconded Cllr Coe). The meeting agreed that discussion of the 
costs to construct the final three units and agreement of how to proceed would be addressed by the CIC. 

145/19 Payments 
It was resolved to approve the following payments: 

• Churchyard & Cemetery Grounds Contractor, June churchyard & cemetery cuts £210 

• R Mewes, Travel expenses new councillors course £54.90 

• DALC, New councillors course £66 
 

146/19 Apologies 
Cllrs Rake and Coe gave their apologies for the 3 September meeting of the Parish Council.  


