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DRAFT Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Blackawton Parish 

Council held on Tuesday 8 January 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Blackawton Village Hall 

Present: Cllrs Joyce (Chairman), Mallyon, and Thomas were present as 

were District Cllr Hicks, County Cllr Brazil for his report, and two members 
of the public. 

Open Forum 

a. Public Electric Vehicle Charging Point 
A Parishioner described the suggestion to install an electronic vehicle 

charging point outside the Village Hall, which is being considered by 
the Village Hall. The meeting was told it will cost £1,500 and is eligible 
for a £500 rebate. It was noted that BPC may support this project in 

the future if required. 

b. Use of Surplus Funds from Blackawton Business Units 
A Parishioner described their proposal for anticipated future surplus 
funds generated by the business units to be used to purchase and 
establish an accessible amenity woodland. Their offer to organise fact 

finding and community engagement on this and other proposals was 
accepted by the Parish Council with thanks. This will happen in parallel 

with the other work to establish an organisation to manage the units.  
The purchase of The George Inn was suggested as another possible 
use of the funds. Further suggestions are invited. 
It was also noted the Parish Council will be meeting with an accountant 
in January. The pros and cons of a Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation and a Community Interest Company will be reviewed. As 
will the process of establishing the organisation. The PC is also 
investigating another resource for establishing a CIC. Further 

information and a proposal will be presented to the 5 February meeting 
of the PC. 
Parish Councillors may act as initial board member placeholders to 
establish the organisation pending the holding of the first General 

Meeting. 
 
01/19 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Coe, Lewis-Davis, Perry and Rake.  

 

02/19 Declarations of Interest 
None declared. 

 

03/19 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
The minutes of the Meeting held 4 December 2018 were approved.   

 
04/19 Report from South Hams District Councillor 
District Councillor Hicks reported that S.106 funds have been released, a 

response sent to the second homes consultation, and SHDC’s new Council 
Tax Reduction scheme approved. The new housing statement says that 

SHDC does have a five year land supply which is good news because it 
protects from negative planning decisions being overturned on appeal due 
to lack of such a supply. There is an active, complex enforcement issue 

regarding flooding related to water run off from the development site. Cllr 
Hicks will send his report to BPC. 
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05/19 Report from County Councillor 
Cllr Brazil is waiting to hear the process to allocate extra money budgeted 

by central government for road repairs in the 2018 Autumn. DCC is 
looking at enhancing back route alternative to the Slapton line and 

tarmacking passing places. Some residents have objected that this will 
encourage increased use. However satnavs do send tourists on these 
routes and Cllr Brazil’s view is that on balance DCC should tarmac the 

passing places. Slapton is taking the lead to look at traffic management 
mitigation. 

 
06/19 Planning Issues 

06/19.1 SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals 
 The following decisions were noted: 

• 3615/18/OPA The Dartmouth Golf Hotel and Spa Blackawton 

Devon TQ9 7DE. Outline application with some matters 
reserved for proposed extension to hotel accommodation 
including ancillary and office accommodation, landscaping and 

parking facilities and re-positioned golf buggy store. 
Conditional Approval. 

• 3756/18/CLP West Hartley House Blackawton TQ9 7DT. 
Certificate of lawfulness for proposed single storey extension to 
the rear of the dwelling. Cert of Lawfulness (Proposed) 

Certified.  

06/19.2 Review of New Applications  

• 3816/18/ARC Development at SX 8052 5109, Town Farm School 
Lane Blackawton TQ9 7BE. Application for approval of details 

reserved by conditions 7 and 13 following grant of planning 
consent 06/0992/14/F. 

No comment. This is a very technical application which requires the 

professional planning staff at SHDC. 

07/19 French Furze Business Units 
These were discussed in the Open Forum. 
 
08/19 French Furze Project 
Cllrs raised concerns about the risks caused by a new footpath entering 
directly onto Main Street and how they will be mitigated. The concerns are 

that the straight footpath currently runs downhill directly onto the road 
with limited visibility for both footpath and road users, and that the 
footpath is shared with vehicular access to a workshop. Cllr Hicks will ask 

Planning Officers about this concern. Clerk to obtain Land Registry 
documents.  
A £1,500 donation has been received from Linden Homes to support the 
defibrillator project. Funds will be earmarked and used to pay the annual 
costs (£165 plus approximately £30 for electricity). Clerk to arrange a 

thank-you letter to Linden Homes. 
 

09/19 Finance 

09/19.1 Update on Current Financial Position 
The Report which showed a balance of £53,408.76 and 

unearmarked reserves of £7,786.63 was read and approved. 
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09/19.2 Approval of the 2019/20 Budget 
The 2019/20 budget was approved with a £150 increase in the IT 
reserve to allow the purchase of a printer as described in the report 

dated 21 December 2018 and with specification of Christmas lights 
removed. 

09/19.3 Approval of the 2019/20 Precept Demand 
The reduction of the 2019/20 precept demand to a combined precept 
and council tax support grant income of £14,500 was approved. 

09/19.4 Payments Made, Due and Received 
The following payments were approved: 

• Clerk December Salary & Pension, £472.84 
• HMRC December PAYE, £15.00 

The following payments received were noted:  
• SHDC/DTC TAP refund weedspraying, £105.00 
• Kingsbridge Funeral Directors Interment G37, £250.00 

19/19.5 Communities Together Grant Application   
Nomination of a representative to attend the grant allocation meeting 
on Thursday, 7 February 2019 from 2.00pm was deferred.   

20/19 Correspondence 
The following correspondence was noted and discussed in the Open 

Forum: 
12/12/18 Village Hall, Copy of proposal for an EV charging point 

21/19 Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Cllr Mallyon has met with a family regarding a request for a new memorial 
headstone. Cllr Mallyon will respond confirming that the size specified in 

the Regulations includes all of headstone including the base. It is expected 
that BPC will receive a new application for a winged memorial with 

reduced angles compared with the previous application. The Clerk will 
confirm with Cllr Mallyon that this conforms with that discussed before 
approving it. 
Cllrs Joyce and Mallyon will attend BPC’s Whist and Euchre rota on 21 
January. 
Cllr Thomas noted that signage indicates BT Roadworks will close both 
Cotterbury to Oldstone, and Bugford to Blackawton from 06:00-15:00 on 
the next four Sundays. It is expected that this can’t be changed but is to 

be confirmed and advertised in order to minimise the inconvenience. 
Cllr Mallyon will be nominated for the Garden Party draw. 
 
22/19 Future Meeting 
It was confirmed that the next meeting of the Parish Council will take 

place on Tuesday 5 February 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

The meeting closed at 21:49 


