
Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

DRAFT Minutes of the monthly meeting of Blackawton Parish Council 
held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday 9 January 2018 in Blackawton Village Hall
Open Forum

a. Blackawton Air Ambulance Night Landing Site
The update from Steve Thomas was read.  The site is live.  The hole has been 
backfilled and a stay wire has been added to the pole in the Village Hall's upper car 
park. This needs to be tightened when the concrete base has set.  A question about 
the positioning of the aerial is being looked at by SWAS and MAT Electrics.  SWAS' 
site visit with Steve is to be confirmed.  
A celebration opening will be arranged.  .
b. Village Hall VAT
The Clerk will look into whether BPC can make large payments on behalf of the 
Village Hall and reclaim the VAT on its behalf.

Present: Cllrs Joyce, Mallyon, Lewis-Davis, and Perry, and A Thom (Clerk)  There 
were no members of the public present.  

1/18 Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllrs Coe and Rake, and Devon County Cllr Brazil who
needed to attend a meeting of Kingsbridge Town Council.

2/18 Declarations of Interest
None declared. 

3/18 Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings
The minutes of the Meeting held 6 December 2017 were approved.  

4/18 Report from County Councillor
Cllr  Brazil's  report  was  read.   The  Full  Council  voted  to  go  ahead  with  a  joint
committee with Somerset. 
Regarding the Budget process Cllr Brazil reported we’ve done slightly better in the
final settlement but there will still be cuts.  Cllr Brazil sent his thanks for organising
the meeting at the school which he found very informative.

5/18 Report from District Councillor
Deferred in the absence of Cllr Hicks.

6/18 Planning Issues

6/18.1 SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals
The following decisions were noted:

 2079/17/COU  Oakleigh  Main  Street  Blackawton  Devon  TQ9 7BG.
READVERTISEMENT  (Amended  Site  Address)  Change  of  use  of
dwelling to community shop.  Conditional Approval.

 3703/17/PDM   Lower  Dimes  Barn  At  Sx  815  508  Chapple  Street
Blackawton  Totnes  TQ9  7DA.   Notification  for  prior  approval  for
proposed change of  use of  agricultural  building to a dwellinghouse
(use  class  C3)  and  for  associated  operational  development  (Class
Q(a)&(b)).  Prior Approval Given.

 4227/17/NMM   Development At Sx 8052 5109, Town Farm School
Lane Blackawton Devon.  Application for a non-material amendment
(the re-siting northwards of plots 37-42 and associated realignment of
the  road)  following  grant  of  planning  permission  06/0992/14/F.
Refusal. 
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The  Town  Farm  development  was  discussed.   The  Clerk  is  to  invite  a
representative of Linden Homes to attend the next,  and then every
other meeting of BPC.

6/18.2 Review of New Applications 

 3755/17/HHO  Woodcott Blackawton TQ9 7AA.  
READVERTISEMENT (Revised Plan Received) Householder 
application for alterations and extension to existing dwelling.
Support.

 4052/17/PDM  Shearstone Barn Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7DG.  Prior 
approval for proposed change of use of agricultural building to 
dwellinghouse (Class C3) and for associated operational development
(Class Q(a+b)).
No comment.

 4035/17/FUL  Stanborough Reservoir, Halwell, TQ9 7JG.  Creation of 
centralised base at Stanborough Reservoir for staff to monitor and 
control operational assets together with the siting of 25m high comms 
tower, and erection of additional security fencing to the west of the 
site.
Support.

 3587/17/FUL  Sea Glimpse Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7DE.  
Replacement dwelling and garage (Amendments to consent 
06/2523/15/F).   
Support.

 3892/17/ADV  Development site at SX807510 Town Farm Blackawton
TQ9 7BL.   Advertisement consent application for 2no. Signs. 

Deferred.  No valid application registered by SHDC to date.

 1972/17/FUL Land at Greenslade Road Blackawton TQ9 7BP. 
Application for erection of four dwellings (resubmission of 
3442/16/FUL).

BPC supported the wording 'Contribution towards construction of a 
new skatepark on land owned by the Blackawton Playing Fields 
Committee, and or resurfacing the Blackawton tennis court.’ in the 
revised undertaking. 

7/18 Vacancy for a Blackawton Parish Councillor
Cllr Wills resignation has created a vacancy on Blackawton Parish Council.  The 
process which will be used to promote the vacancy and recruit a new councillor if 
there is no request for an election was agreed.  The vacancy will be advertised on 
BPC's Facebook page and in the Beacon (front page if possible), School newsletter, 
Community Shop and The George Inn.  Cllr Joyce will draft a poster.  The planned 
closing date for applications 22 February and interviews are planned to take place on
27 February 2018.

8/18 Website
It was agreed that Kingsbridge Websites was the provider chosen for the new 
community website, that an application will be made for a Transparency Code grant, 
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& that quoted expenditure of £800 was approved for the establishment of the new 
website.

9/18 Cemetery
The appeal made by the applicant against BPC's decision to refuse a request for a 
memorial of greater width than permitted by BPC’s Regulations was considered.  The
meeting confirmed the decision to refuse the request.  It appears the Regulations 
were established in 1999.  The permitted size for headstones was then, as now, 
three feet high by two feet in width.  The Councillors confirmed the view that this is 
the appropriate maximum size of new headstones in Blackawton Cemetery.  .

10/18 Finance

10/18.1 Update on Current Financial Position
The Report which showed a 2017/18 balance of £13,463.99, a total balance 
of £52,110.97, and an unearmarked balance of £12,415.59, was approved.

10/18.2 Payments Made, Due and Received
The following payments were approved:
A Thom December 2017 Salary & pension April,  October, December 2017

£ 455.46
HMRC PAYE £ 17.60
A Thom CE06-2 £ 58.69

10/18.3 2018/19 Budget
The 2018/19 budget was approved as circulated.  It was agreed that if there is
a surplus for the 2017/18 financial year as currently forecast it will be divided 
equally between the Playing Fields and New Projects reserves.

10/18.4 2018/19 Precept Demand
It was agreed that the precept will be reduced in 2018/19.  The total 2018/19
precept plus council tax support grant will be £16,500.

11/18 Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens
Parking in the Village
The parking in the village, particularly at school pick up and drop off times, continues
to cause problems.  The double yellow lines are not being complied with.  The Clerk
will request the enforcing authority visits the Village. 
DCC
Clerk to report to DCC that tree roots are blocking the drain under the road at Forder.
Town Farm Development
An issue with an unloading vehicle blocking the road for 20 minutes to was 
discussed.  Linden Homes will be asked to place warning sign at intersections to 
allow road users to take the alternative route if they know there will be a prolonged 
obstruction.
Christmas Lights
A working party was proposed to arrange Christmas lights in the Village.  It may be 
necessary for an armoured cable to be run to the lychgate.  A tree has been donated 
in past years.  The tree near the lychgate is too tall to safely place lights on it.  Cllr 
Perry to confirm the working party's creation to the next meeting of BPC.

12/18 Future Meeting
It was confirmed that the next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 6 
February 2018 at 7:30 pm.

The meeting closed at 9:28 pm.
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