
Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 6 September 2016 at 7:30 pm in Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Cllrs  Rake  (Chairman),  Joyce  (Vice-Chairman),
Mallyon, Coe, Perry, Wills and Lewis-Davis 

In attendance: Cllr Hawkins (Devon County Council)

Three members of the public were present

1. Open Forum 

1.1. A Parishioner requested Cllrs complete a hedges assessment leaflet.  Its 
purpose is to obtain baseline information for a funded CPRE project.

1.2. A Parishioner discussed the South Devon and Torbay Clinical 
Commissioning Group's current consultation on its proposals to re-shape 
community health services.  It closes 23 November 2016.

1.3. A representative of the company managing the solar farm at Hemborough 
Post discussed a forthcoming proposal to allow the solar farm to operate to 
2050, a longer period of time than the 25 years approved in 2014.  They 
explained the farm is operated by a company whose major investors are 
British pension funds which take a long term view. 

2. Apologies
Apologies were received from South Hams District Councillor Hicks.

3. Declarations of Interest
None declared. 

4. Minutes of Previous Meetings
Approval of the minutes of the Meetings held 5 July 2016 & 19 July 2016 was
deferred to the October meeting.  

5. Report from District Councillor
Deferred in the absence of Cllr Hicks. 

6. Report from County Councillor
Cllr  Hawkins discussed the local CCG's proposal to restructure the delivery of
local  health care services.   He noted the good academic results achieved by
Dartmouth  Academy.   The  Dartmouth  Indoor  Pool  is  scheduled  to  open  in
December 2016.

7. Open Day
The final arrangements for the Community Open Day on Saturday 10 September 
2016 were agreed.

8. Planning Issues

8.1. SHDC's Planning Approvals/Refusals
The following decisions were noted:

 1990/16/HHO   The  Burrows,  8,  Higher  Island,  Blackawton,  TQ9  7BX
Householder  application  for  alterations  and extension  to provide a link  space
between the main dwelling and ancillary accommodation.  Conditional Approval
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 1419/16/HHO   1,  Town  Farm  Cottages,  Blackawton,  Devon,  TQ9  7BU
Householder application for extension to dwelling.  Conditional Approval

 0855/16/FUL  Land part of - Lower Clyston Farm, Blackawton, Devon, TQ9
7AB   New  agricultural  extension,  new  agricultural  track  and  new  agricultural
access  from high  0  way  to  serve  new cattleshed,  approved  under  reference
06/1889/15/F.  Conditional Approval

8.2. Review of New Applications 

 2225/16/PHH  Oldstone Farm Cottage, A3122 Dreyton Cross To Oldstone 
Cross, Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7DG  Householder prior notification for 
proposed conservatory, extending 3mbeyond rear wall, 3m maximum height 
and height of eaves 2.2m.  Support.

9. South Devon and Torbay Clinical Commissioning Group Consultation
As noted earlier in the meeting the current consultation on the CCG's proposals 
closes 23 November 2016.  Cllr Rake and Mr Donaldson, who supports the PC 
on health issues, will be attending a Dartmouth meeting on 15 September 2016.  
The PC's feedback will be discussed at the 4 October PC meeting.

10. Finance

10.1. Update on Current Financial Position
Including  payments  to  be  made  and  new receipts  the  total  balance  was
£36,389.10.   Allowing  for  earmarked  reserves  £32,786.11  a  balance  of
unearmarked reserves of £3,602.99 remained.

10.2. Payments Made, Due and Received
Receipt of a cheque payment for a second inscription, £40 
Payments were approved for: 
 Clerk Salary £739.20 & HMRC PAYE £184.40 July & August 2016 
 Sid  Rowden  £268.00,  churchyard  &  cemetery  maintenance  July  &
August 2016

11. Clerk's contract
It was resolved to approve the Clerk's contract as circulated amended by deletion
of the following sections: section 7.1, about declaration of other employment, and
the part of section 8.1 stating the venue for meeting the public.

12. Maintenance Contract
SHDC is not able to quote to cut vegetation from churchyard wall because it does
not have staff with Chapter 8 certification. 
It was agreed to invite quotes for a three year contract for:

o detailed visual monitoring of St Michael's churchyard wall and entrances 
and carrying out necessary preventive maintenance work twice a year, 

o cut flush vegetation from churchyard walls twice a year using hand tools 
only, and 

o general handyman services as required.
Chapter 8 certification will be required and the Parish Council will pay for the half 
day Chapter 8 training, including lost earnings and travel expenses.
The contract will be advertised in the Beacon and invitations to quote sent to local
firms TJD, Tozers, Nomad, and Stoddart & Elliott.

13. Maintenance of Cemetery & churchyard
Three prices were requested from contractors for works required to cherry trees 
in St Michael's churchyard & cypress trees in the cemetery.  Two full quotes and 
one partial had been received at the time of meeting.  It was resolved to accept 
the quote from Andrew Shilston (£580), and that the stump would be cut to 
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ground level and up to £90 spent on replacement trees subject to professional 
advice.
The Clerk advised that many of the memorial headstones in the Cemetery are not
fixed to their bases.  Cllr Hawkins stated that it is the practice in Kingswear that 
such memorials are laid flat.  The PC requested that those in Blackawton be laid 
flat.  The Clerk will also carry out further research regarding safety assessment 
and management.

Seven memorial crosses have been laid flat in the St Michaels Churchyard 
because they were not fixed to their bases and were assessed to be an 
unacceptable risk to safety, as were two headstones.  Allwood of Totnes has 
provided a quote of £660 +VAT to make upright these crosses and four 
headstones.  If families cannot be located the payment for this work would come 
from the Parish Council funds.
The grass in the churchyard is very overgrown.  The poor state of the fences and 
the age of the grass mean it is not possible to graze sheep in the churchyard.  To
cut the grass strimming, cutting with a blade and raking will be required.
Long-term decisions are needed about how the churchyard should be 
maintained.  To be advertised in the Beacon.
The Parochial Church Council has been informed.  

14. Correspondence

The following correspondence was noted. 
14.1. Planning Peer Review Challenge final report

15. Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens

It  was  resolved that  because  the  works  are  required  now Cllr  Perry  will  be
contracted to cut the hedges on roads around the Blackawton Cemetery.  Quotes
will be obtained for future cuts.

16. Future Meetings

It was confirmed that the next ordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 4 October 
2016 at 7:30 pm

Annette Thom
Parish Clerk
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