
Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 1 November 2016 at 7:30 pm in Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chairman), Joyce, Coe, Perry, Wills and
Lewis-Davis 

In attendance: Cllr Hicks (South Hams District Council)

No members of the public were present

1. Apologies
Apologies  were  received  from  Cllr  Mallyon  and  Cllr  Hawkins  (Devon
County Council).

2. Declarations of Interest in Agenda items
None declared.

3. Minutes of Previous Meetings
The minutes of the Meetings held on 6 September 2016 and 4 October
2016 were approved.

4. Reports from District Councillor
Cllr Hicks reported on the joint Local Plan (South Hams with Plymouth and
West Devon).  It is expected the final consultation will take place from late
January 2017.  The Plan will then be submitted to the Inspectorate.  It is
anticipated the Plan will be approved by the end of 2017.  The Plan can be
influenced  by  attending consultation  meetings,  giving  feedback via  Cllr
Hicks, and by writing to SHDC.
SHDC's new phone system was implemented three to four weeks ago,
however it has been disrupted by problems with BT lines.

5. Reports from County Councillor
This report was deferred in Cllr Hawkins' absence.

6. South  Devon  and  Torbay  Clinical  Commissioning  Group
Consultation
BPC's response to South Devon and Torbay CCG's proposals to re-shape
delivery of health services in the area was discussed.  While recognising
the need to restructure and the benefits of the model, concerns remained
that  Blackawton's  rural  location  could  lead  to  residents  being  invisibly
disadvantaged by inequitable care packages.  It was agreed that Cllr Rake
would draft a feedback letter for submission to the Consultation.

7. Planning Issues

7.1.Planning Approvals/Refusals by SHDC

The following decisions were noted: 

 2419/16/ARC   Land  at  Oldstone  Farm,  A3122  Dreyton  Cross  To
Oldstone Cross, Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7DG.  Application for approval
of details reserved by conditions 4 (LEMP), 9(External Surfaces Details),
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10  (Perimeter  Details  and  CCTV  cameras)  and  11  (Public  Highway
Condition)  of  planning  consent  06/1725/15/F.   Discharge  of  condition
Approved.

 2961/16/NMM   Oldstone  Farm,  A3122  Dreyton  Cross  To  Oldstone
Cross, Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7DG.  Non-material amendment following
grant of planning consent 06/1725/15/F to increase amount of solar tables
and reallocation of thermal imaging cameras.  Withdrawn.

 2496/16/HHO   Faith  Cottage,  Park  Lane,  Blackawton,  Devon,  TQ9
7BD.  Householder application for conversion of existing outbuildings to
ancillary  accommodation  to  include  new  build  link  to  form  sunroom.
Conditional Approval.

 2886/16/CLE  The Old Pottery Wood Farmhouse,  Lane Past  Wood
Farm, Blackawton, TQ9 7AB.  Lawful development certificate for change
of use from holiday dwelling to residential dwelling.  Withdrawn.

7.2.Review of New Applications 

 3076/16/PDM  Land North Of Higher Cotterbury At Sx82509, 
Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7DA.  Prior Approval for proposed change of use
of agricultural building to dwelling (Class C3) and for associated 
operational development (Class Q(a+b)).  

The meeting was advised that the land on which this building is located 
was purchased approximately ten to twelve years ago when a larger piece
of land was sold in smaller parcels.  The building which is the subject of 
the application was then built on the land.  It was recalled that at one time 
the site was to be used for camping and it was expected that the building 
might be used as a toilet block.  The meeting was advised that the parcel 
of land has not been used for agricultural purposes as required for this 
type of application.  BPC will convey this information to SHDC which can 
then take it into account as part of its due diligence.  

8. Finance

8.1.Update on Current Financial Position
Allowing for payments to be made and earmarked reserves of £32,786.11,
a balance of £8,917.78 remained.

8.2.Payments Made, Due and Received
The following payments were approved:

o Clerk: £894.62, made up of salary, NJC award 1% increase 
backpay to 1/4/16, approved overtime payment £81.62, and £317 
refund of overpaid tax which BPC will reclaim from HMRC.

o SHDC for 2016/17 Weed Spraying: £100+VAT
o Grant Thornton for 2015/16 External Audit: £100+VAT

The agreed payment of £90 made for ICCM corporate membership was 
noted.
The receipt of £60 for a memorial in section E was noted.
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8.3.Grant applications
It was agreed that reapplications will be made, with Dittisham and other
Eastern  Cluster  parishes  who  request  involvement,  for  weed  spraying,
problem drain clearance, and parish lengthsman service.  It was noted that
these  will  take  second  priority  to  new  applications  which  are  a  better
match to grant guidelines.  

8.4. Draft budget / finance presentation
The work done to date on the budget and presentation of financial records 
was discussed.  The budget will include increased salary costs.  
Consideration will be given to budgeting for the Parish lengthsman 
service.  Any requirement to budget for the Cemetery and churchyard will 
be clearer after the memorial assessments on 25 November 2016.  
Reserve headings and required reserves will be reviewed.  

9. Maintenance contract
The two quotes received for the BPC Maintenance Contract were 
considered.  The contract was awarded to David Griffiths subject to the 
satisfactory checking of two references.

10.Blackawton BT Payphone
Cllrs Joyce and Lewis-Davis will investigate adoption of the Payphone and
report to the December meeting.

11.Project to record land owned by the Parish Council
Cllr Joyce and the Clerk will start to gather information and report to the 
December PC meeting.

12.Cemetery and Churchyard Memorial Assessment
It was noted that ICCM memorial safety assessment will take place on 25 
November 2016.

13.Correspondence
To note, and respond as necessary to, miscellaneous correspondence: 
 SHDC Council Tax Support Grant Allocations 2017-2020. 
 Invitation to Town and Parish Council Event, 6.30pm Wednesday, 30 

November 2016 in the Cary Room, Follaton House, Totnes TQ9 5NE. 
 SHDC Planning Newsletter 18 October 2016
 South Hams CVS networking meeting, 2.30-4.30pm Wednesday 9th 

November, Stoke Fleming Village Hall.
 SHDC: http://www.southhams.gov.uk/readyforwinter 
 Invitation to Devon Community Resilience Forum event, Kenn Centre, 

Kennford on 9th November 2016.

14.Reports from Parish Councillors, Wardens and Police etc.
The newly licenced Vicar will be invited to a meeting of BPC.
The work done by students of Blackawton Primary School to clean and
weed the War Memorial was noted with thanks.
Liaison with the school to raise awareness about problems caused by the
parking of cars by some parents is ongoing
The Parish Lengthsman will be asked to clear a drain on Cotterbury Road
nearly opposite ramp corner.
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The meeting was advised that Cavanna have pulled out of the Town Farm
project.
Cllr  Lewis-Davis  will  represent  BPC at  the  Remembrance  Day  church
service on 13 November 2016.

15.Future Meeting

The next ordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 6 December 2016.

The meeting closed at 8:53

Annette Thom
Parish Clerk
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