
Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 6 December 2016 at 7:30 pm in Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chairman), Mallyon, Coe, Perry, Wills and Lewis-
Davis 

In attendance: Cllr Hicks (South Hams District Council) and A Thom (Clerk)

Two members of the public were present

Apologies: Cllr Joyce

Open Forum 

a) Proposed DCC Order for double yellow lines 
A member of the public discussed their concerns that the proposed double yellow lines would be an 
unwelcome urbanisation of the Village and would not in any case be enforced.  They recognised the
problems caused by inconsiderate parking, particularly at school drop off and pick up times.

Cllrs responded agreeing that these issues had been debated by the Parish Council and that it was 
a difficult decision.  Despite substantial work liaising with the School the problem persists.  It was 
reported that a child's leg had in fact been broken in a recent incident outside The George Inn. 

b) Proposal to adopt the BT Red Phone Box
A member of the public supported the adoption and suggested the use of the box to install a 
defibrillator.

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Joyce and Cllr Hawkins (Devon County Council).

2. Declarations of Interest
None declared 

3. Minutes of Previous Meetings
The minutes of the Meeting held on 1 November 2016 were approved.

4. Report from Devon County Councillor
Cllr Hawkins' emailed report was read in summary.  He reported on the opening of the new 
Dartmouth and District indoor pool and congratulated and thanked those involved.  In response 
to concerns about whether DCC will be able to provide adequate Social Care Cllr Hawkins has 
organised a meeting between Dartmouth PPG and DCC.  A number of meetings have been held
to discuss how best DCC can work together to help address poverty in our communities.  A 
grant of £1,000 has been made to Dartmouth and District Food Bank to help them over the 
coming months and to enable the continued offer of emergency fuel grants.  Cllr Hawkins 
reported grants made from DCC's South Hams Community Fund including a confirmed grant of 
£750 to Blackawton Parish Council.

5. Report from District Councillor
Cllr Hicks reported that the final evidence on the proposal to create a Local Authority Company
will be considered next week.  A large volume of work continues to be done to develop the new
Local Plan.  Improvements continue to be made to SHDC's phone, enforcement and planning
systems. 

6. Devon County Council consultations
The Waste Management consultations which close 23 December 2016 were noted as follows:

 Proposed minor modifications to the Chargeable Waste scheme, vehicle restriction
and non acceptable waste policies at Devon County Council’s Household Waste Recycling
Centres, and
 Proposed change to the Community Composting Recycling Credit rate.
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Devon County Council  (Various Roads, South Hams) (Control of Waiting) Amendment Order
5570 reference IMR/B13524
BPC  resolved  to  respond  confirming  its  support  for  the  double  yellow  lines  proposed  for
Blackawton on three 'pinch points' on the main street: on Main Street outside The George Inn
and between Sunnybank and Anchorage, and on Vicarage Road outside Langwells Court.

7. Planning Issues

7.1. SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals

The following decisions were noted: 
 Shearstone Barn, A3122 Dreyton Cross To Oldstone Cross, Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7DG -

2725/16/PDM.    Notification  for  prior  approval  for  a proposed change of  use of  agricultural
building  to  a  dwellinghouse  (Class  C3)  and  for  associated  operational  development.   Prior
Approval Not required.
 Land North Of Higher Cotterbury At Sx82509, Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7DA - 3076/16/PDM.

Prior Approval for proposed change of use of agricultural building to dwelling (Class C3) and for
associated operational development (Class Q(a+b)).  Prior Approval Refused.  
 The Normandy Arms, Chapel Street, Blackawton, TQ9 7BN - 3582/16/ARC.  Application for

approval  of  details  reserved  by  condition  numbers  3  (Boundary  Treatment  Details)  and  5
(Refuse Bin Details) of planning consent 0814/16/FUL.  Discharge of condition Approved.

7.2. Consultations
The following Joint Local Plan consultations were discussed:

 Additional sites the councils are considering for development and protection and a topic
paper highlighting the distribution of development. Closes 21 December 2016

 Village assessment spreadsheets.  Closes Friday 9 December 2016.
It was agreed the Clerk will write to the Village assessment consultation giving the current Post
Office and Shop opening hours.

The Clerk was asked to arrange a visit to the site of the following planning application [which
will be considered by the 10 January 2017 meeting of BPC]:
3442/16/FUL  Land at Greenslade Road, Blackawton, Totnes, TQ9 7BP - 
Application for erection of four dwellings.

8. Finance

8.1. Update on Current Financial Position
Allowing for payments to be made and earmarked reserves of £32,644.98, a balance of 
unearmarked reserves of £7,973.13 remained.

8.2. Payments Made, Due and Received
The following payments were approved:

 Clerk: November 2016 Salary £435.40 & HMRC PAYE £31.00 
 B Wills: Installation of dog friendly gate FP12 & kissing gate FP16 £105.00
 A Wotton: P3 Supplies £36.13
 Blackawton Village Hall: Hire July to December 2016 £90.00
 Sid  Rowden:  Cemetery  &  Churchyard  contract  Sep-Nov  2016  &  strimming

churchyard Nov 2016 £400.00
The receipt of £250 for an interment was noted.

8.3. Draft budget
The draft budget and report were discussed at length.  Following identification of additional calls
on BPC funds later in the meeting it was agreed that two budget proposal will be presented to
the January 2017 meeting of BPC - one which allows the precept to be retained at the current
level and one which includes additional expenditure for increased Parish Council activities.
8.4. Drain clearance quotes

Page 2 of 3



Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

Exjet was chosen from the three quotes.  The clerk will provide a list of drains to be cleared in a
maximum of four hours work as quoted.

8.5. Pension enrolment 
The Clerk's decision to opt into a pension fund effective 12 December 2016 was noted.

9. Blackawton BT Payphone
It was resolved to adopt the Blackawton BT Payphone.  Cllr Lewis-Davis' proposal to use it to 
house both a defibrillator and a book exchange (with shelves installed) was supported.  There 
were many volunteers for a working party to do necessary maintenance to remove vegetation 
and paint the box.

10. Blackawton Playground cleaning and maintenance requirements
A quote of £3,500 has been received by the Playing Fields Management Committee to carry out 
necessary maintenance work (steam clean, retreat wood, maintenance of metal fixtures and 
fittings) which will last for five years.  It was agreed that grant funding will be sought by the 
Playing Fields.  It is expected at least £750 will be available from DCC, £800 from SHDC, and 
s106 funding may be available.  Other grants will be sought.  In view of the value of this 
resource to the community the Parish Council supported the PC providing any outstanding 
balance required.

11. Cemetery safety assessments and works required
The safety assessment by ICCM identified unsafe memorials.  BPC has a responsibility to place
clear warnings at the head of each affected grave and at the entrances.  It was agreed that signs
at the graves would be limited to A5 in size and at the gates to A4.  It was resolved to approve
expenditure of up to £300 for more permanent and robust signs.
Maintenance of the memorials is the responsibility of the owners of the graves, although BPC is
liable for risks in the Cemetery.

12. Celebration to thank volunteers
This item was deferred in the absence of Cllr Joyce.

13. Progress report on project to record land owned by the Parish Council
The Clerk has located the War Memorial's ownership documentation.  This project is ongoing.

13. Correspondence
To note, and respond as necessary to, miscellaneous correspondence. 

 South Devon Coastal Local Action Group (LAG) funding is available to support the rural 
economy.

 Hazard caused by cars parking on the road outside the Community Shop
This issue was discussed at some length.  The Hall's overflow car park was noted as a 
close place to park safely.  No specific action available to the PC was identified.

14. Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens
It was agreed that the Maintenance Contract would be for one year with the option of a two year
extension.
A new problem with cars parked in the Village being stolen from and attempts to break into
homes was reported.
The West Dart Bus's urgent need for a Committee was discussed.  Cllr Lewis-Davis volunteered
to be its social media contact.
Cllr Perry asked how the Snow Warden scheme should work.  The process to call out snow
wardens  will  be  checked  and  the  Clerk  will  check  that  volunteers  are  covered  by  the  PC
insurance policy.

15. Future Meetings
The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 10 January 2017.

Annette Thom, Parish Clerk
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