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 1. Issue
To consider whether to apply for grant funds for a feasibility study.

 2. Discussion
Sustainable Blackawton has asked Community Power Solutions Ltd to pursue
the possibility of sites within Blackawton. 
Community Power Solutions works to install Community Owned Wind 
Turbines.
The Parish Council is eligible for Grant Funding.

From [extracted from two emails]: 
Onshore Wind Project Developer
Community Power Solutions Ltd1

A new Scheme which is a variant of the new GB Energy Community Energy 
Fund grant programme is being agreed with SW Net Zero Hub.
Will include:

• Assessing the local area for potential wind turbine sites. 
• Community engagement to discuss the project and options 

(ongoing). 
• Running a more detailed investigation on two or three 

shortlisted sites.
• Seeking community approval to progress a chosen site.
• Running multiple studies on that site, from ecology to radar to

heritage etc. 
• Engaging with the local planning authority to seek their 

opinion.
• Assessing grid connection options and possibilities.
• Creating a detailed feasibility study and report.

There is no requirement to progress with the project past that point.
It is a feasibility study.

However, should a good site be located, and if the community are in 
support, the intention of the funding is that hopefully the project 
would progress to the next stage / planning application. 

Assessing multiple sites early on is worthwhile. Even a site called 
'windmill hill' may not be a good location these days. 

Our initial study looks at over sixty enabling and preclusive factors
and provides an extremely useful map of the area showing where 
turbines may be possible, and where they are not.

From there we collectively shortlist two or three for further study, 
eventually settling on one site for the more involved surveys and 
reports. 

One issue we are discussing with SW Net Zero Hub is that of payment, 
and related VAT.

1http://brochure.communitypower.solutions 
https://www.communitypowersolutions.org
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The good news is that, subject to approval, the GB Energy Community 
Fund would pay all of the costs involved, with any VAT being 
redeemable either if the organisation is VAT registered, or using a 
Form VAT 126. 

However, the community group would need to pay the costs and then 
reclaim them. 

GBECF can allow an initial up-front payment (they are suggesting up 
to £5,000)... and we can stage payments for the work / invoice in 
several stages... each of which could then be paid and subsequently 
claimed back. 

However, it remains as of now that the community group would need to 
fund and reclaim, even thought there is a zero net cost. 

I am talking with SW Net Zero Hub to see if there are any ways we can
make this a little easier, and will advise directly.

At the recent Taunton event a couple of community groups raised this 
as an issue so I think SW Net Zero hub are minded to explore options.

You can find our more in our useful Community Energy Group guide 
here: https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/70094739/cps-onshore-
wind-guide  

I will certainly be in touch in the coming days with a more detailed 
proposal, and hopefully a work around on the funding front.

Should you have any questions in the meantime please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Two-stage feasibility study. 

Stage 1A: Up to £10,000 to run a wide area study, home in on a few 
sites we collectively like the look of, study those in a bit more 
detail, and engage with the landowner to enquire of they would be 
happy / willing to host a turbine for the community (on a commercial 
rental basis). 

Stage 1B: Up to £30,000 to develop one site from the above on a much 
more detailed basis / in-depth feasibility study. This would include 
community liaison, engagement and education as well as appropriate 
more detailed studies on any factors that require further 
investigation. 

This could in turn lead to a Stage 2 CEF application if everyone is 
happy and the site passes muster to proceed. Stage 2 is for up to 
£100,000 to further develop the project / prepare for planning and 
endeavour to secure requisite permissions. Depending on the scale of 
the unit this may not be enough to develop the whole project to 
shovel ready / fully financed stage, but it can get us a long way 
towards that. If the project reaches the end of Stage 2 it will be 
heavily de-risked… and there are other funds available that can be 
harnessed / applied for on that basis. 

The aim is for a 100% community owned turbine, with the community 
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receiving 100% of the benefit (finance costs and land rental aside), 
but where no-one in the community has had to buy shares or risk their 
own capital to realise the project. We have achieved this before. 

Please be assured there is absolutely no pressure nor any commitment 
in adding Blackawton to the communities who might be interested in 
having a feasibility study done. Nor is there any requirement to 
proceed if we do run a feasibility study. We tend not to have a big 
discussion about it all though until there is actually something to 
discuss. i.e. focus on what we can do / what we know rather than a 
plethora of hypothetical scenarios. 

To that end the next step however financed is really to run some 
proper study on either the local area, or the holdings you mentioned. 
If on the holdings specifically it would be helpful to identify the 
holdings (boundary map) and we would move straight to page 14 of our 
guide: Site Specific Remote Study [1]. That can also be subject to 
grant funding. However - a much better first step would be to have a 
good look around the area and run the multi-point GIS study which 
would also cover these holding as part of the process. It may well be 
there is something preclusive here, but that other sites nearby have 
a better prognosis. 

The issue of natural Landscapes is an important one but again it's 
good to see the outcome of any initial study and factor that and 
other issues such as heritage / visibility into deliberations. Things 
like Ecology have strict guidelines so are usually less of a debate 
and more of an absolute. 

May I enquire if Sustainable Blackawton are constituted in any way? 
Any grant applications will need to come from an eligible 
organisation. I have attached the guidance notes for CEF to this 
email which lists the eligibility criteria. Worth noting that an 
application from the Parish Council would qualify. 

There are no fees from us for exploring this. In due course if we are 
successful in assisting with the attainment of grant funding for you 
there would be some expectation that those monies are spent with us 
as assigned… but rest assured we will not be springing a bill for our 
services without agreement. 

For now, all we need is quick note (by email would be fine) saying 
yes, please do explore the above listed possibilities for Sustainable 
Blackawton and report back. 
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