
Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

Subject: Offer of Greenslades Footpath Land to the Parish Council
Date: 12/7/24
Author: A Thom Clerk

 1. Background
Proposal from developer received 11/7/24:

 We are the developers of the 4 x new build homes in Greenslade Road, Blackawton. 
 After years of horrendous weather delaying the process, we are finally on the tail end
of the project and will soon be moving off site. 
 As part of the planning permission granted to [..] whom we bought the land from, we
were to put a footpath down the side of the plot for local villagers to use. 
 We do not live in the village ourselves and as such have no use in retaining the
freehold to the pathway once we have moved on from the site. 
 We would be happy to gift this to the Blackawton Parish free of charge as a gesture
of goodwill handing over full control of the land to yourselves. 
 If this is something you would like to consider, please do let me know at your earliest
convenience so we can get the ball rolling on the handover details. 
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 2. Further details:
 2.1. The land is currently owned by the development company. 
 2.2. The land coloured purple is the new houses. 
 2.3. The footpath is not currently registered to the public rights of way register.
 2.4. The s106 has no reference to  any requirements  to register  on the PROW

Network. 
 2.5.  The developer is liaising with the planning department in the South Hams

District Council, about the constructing of the footpath, and will then be ready to
hand over. 

 3. Discussion
Costs and Risks
There will be maintenance costs and liabilities associated with the footpath.
The S106 obliges the owner to make the footpath available for use by the public in perpetuity.
BPC does not have a responsibility to maintain the existing PROW network. 
Advantages
There does not appear to be any advantage to residents for the footpath to be owned by BPC.

 4. Recommendation
Subject to further information, my recommendation would be to refuse the offer, because there 
are potential costs and liabilities and no apparent benefit to residents.
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