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Blackawton Beacon 
November 2019 

published jointly by the Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council 

 

 

 
Saturday 9th November 

Gather at the George Inn from 6.00 pm  
Procession to the bonfire field at 6.30 pm 

A brilliant bonfire, fabulous fireworks, burgers, hot dogs and bar 
There is no admission charge. Please come, enjoy the display 

and donate generously 
For the safety of everyone attending this year’s display, 

please do not bring “sparklers” to the event 
see inside for more details 

 

 Autumn Ceilidh  
with Spinach for Norman 

Saturday 23rd November 
Blackawton Village Hall 

Doors and bar open from 7.15 pm 

Music from 8.00 till 11.00 pm 
Tickets: adults £10, under 16s £5 

available from the Community Shop, the George Inn 
or phone 712159 or email villagehall@blackawtoncommunity.com 
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St Michael's Church 
Services for November 
Date Time Service 

Sunday 3rd November 9.30 am Family Communion 

Sunday 10th November 10.50 am Service of Remembrance 

Sunday 17th November 11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 24th November 9.30 am Morning Worship 

Remembrance Sunday 
Please do not park by the War Memorial on Sunday 10th November. 

A different sort of Advent calendar from Rev'd Alison Shaw 
Dear friends, you’ve been so generous over past years and I hope you’ll join with this again. 
Instead of opening a window on an Advent calendar and eating a chocolate, we can give an item of food or 
toiletries each day and place them in a special box at the back of church. Many people in our communities 
struggle with purchasing everyday essentials and as Christmas and school holidays approach, it gets even 
harder. 
There is a theme each week to what you might give. 
Week One (1st - 7th December) 
Psalm 51 verse 10: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Gifts of soap, shower gel, toothpaste, feminine hygiene products, toothbrush, shampoo, washing powder, 
washing-up liquid. 
Week Two (8th - 14th December) 
Psalm 34 verse 8: Come, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Gifts of beans, corned beef, tinned tomatoes, tinned tuna, pasta, soup, rice. 
Week Three (15th - 21st December) 
John 4 verse 14: Jesus said ‘Whoever drinks of the water I give will never thirst.’ 
Gifts of squash, tea, coffee, long life milk, cocoa, drinking chocolate, juices, sugar) NO ALCOHOL please. 
Week Four (22nd - 24th December) 
Proverbs 16 verse 24: Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 
Gifts of rice pudding, custard, jelly, chocolates, sweets, biscuits, puddings, cake. 
Any gifts brought to church will be distributed to our local food banks before Christmas. 
Thank you in advance ! 

Reader's corner from Peter Barker 
November – the month of Remembrance. Only last year we were commemorating the 100th Anniversary 
of the armistice and the end of the 1st World War. This year our attention has switched abruptly to the 
outbreak of the 2nd World War eighty years ago. En route of course was the 75th anniversary of the D-Day 
invasion: on board MS Boudicca later in the summer I heard from several members of the crew how 
honoured and delighted they had been to take the veterans back to Normandy on their ship. From peace-
making to war-making!  My own earliest memories, from the late forties, include rationing, gaping bomb 
sites across the city, smoky grime and a shortage of coal. Some will have their own personal memories of 
1939. I watched the poignant BBC 4 programme One Last Summer, amateur films of France in 1939; and 
the alarming mini-series on Hitler’s rise to power. How could people be so blind as to what was really going 
on? And yet today – are we clear-sighted, or do we turn a blind eye? The Kurds for instance – a proud 
people without a country to call their own because of the self-interested policies of the so called ‘great 
powers’ and their local henchmen over more than a century of injustice.  
Our forebears’ decision to make a stand for justice against tyranny and oppression, despite unpalatable 
consequences and compromises, still challenges our own attitudes. The horrific inferno of war is a present 
reality today especially in Yemen and Northern Syria. The persecution of religious minorities grows 
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unabated – daily discrimination and frequent violence: against Muslims in western China and in Burma, 
against Christians in Pakistan, central Asia, northern Nigeria and many other places, against both Muslims 
and Christians in India. Growing awareness of this issue and a petition to the government has had some 
results. In 2018 Lord Ahmad was appointed as the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy on Freedom of Religion 
or Belief and this month there is to be a government convened conference on Preventing Sexual Violence 
in Conflict. Jesus strongly backed justice, especially for the outcast and downtrodden, but strongly opposed 
the hotheads of his day who wanted a military campaign against the Roman occupiers. 
On November 10th and 11th we shall rightly remember the names of those from our parish who gave their 
lives. There is also a lot more for us to remember, to think about and perhaps to act upon, in this month of 
remembrance – lest we forget. 
I wish you God’s blessing as you remember. 

Our church team 
Vicar Rev'd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Sally Green 712438 
Churchwarden Kate Janman 712362  Frank Robinson 712249 
    Lyn Robinson 712249 

Village Life 
Blackawton WI  from Frances Wood 

 

For the past few years our speaker Rob Hesketh has been visiting Devon pubs hoping staff had tales of the 
abnormal for a book he was writing. He told us of several having sightings, the nearest ones to us being 
The Kingsbridge Inn, Totnes where the ghost of murdered barmaid Mary Brown is regularly seen; and The 
Bay Horse Inn, Totnes where an elderly man in a red coat often appears passing through closed doors. The 
most haunted inn in Devon is the Old Church House Inn, Torbryan, where most rooms have their 
phantoms. A very tall man in black in room one; a monk in the bar; and faces appearing on the panelled 
walls, plus many more. 
Rob then judged the competition for a decorated pumpkin, and choose Rowan Lethbridge’s entry, a very 
glamorous lady's head, with long eyelashes made of broom bristles and very red sumptuous cupid lips. 
Runners up were Sarah Green’s with a knitted pumpkin decorated with knitted witches, and Sandra Tope's 
beautifully painted and decorated pumpkin. Christine Bond won the bloom competition. 
 His talk was followed by business time mostly arranging club dates. Finally we organised the details of a 
coffee morning on Saturday November 30th in aid of Cancer Research, a charity near to our hearts as we 
have lost two members to cancer this year. 

Sustainable Blackawton from Ruth Coe 
It has been some time since the Blackawton Beacon carried news of the ”Sustainable Blackawton” group – 
though several initiatives have been discussed during the past few months. The climate change crisis has 
had publicity nationally and internationally, and though many may feel there is very little individuals can 
do to halt the decline of biodiversity, melting of the polar ice cap and the permafrost, warming of oceans 
and the increase in extreme weather, it is possible that individual action by many, many people globally 
will have a beneficial effect. There is a chance that governments and corporate big business may also be 
incentivised to act if they see how the electorate and customers are beginning to act individually. 
Sustainable Blackawton has identified areas within the parish that are available for tree planting. These 
include the cemetery, the churchyard and the central meadow – there are others, and parishioners will no 
doubt also have ideas. We would love to hear about these.  

 

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 30th November 10 am - 12 noon 

Blackawton Village Hall 
In aid of Cancer Research 

Coffee   ~   cakes   ~   biscuits   ~   stalls  
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The Woodland Trust has designated 30th November as “National Tree Planting Day” and in partnership 
with Blackawton School we plan to start to plant trees, shrubs and bulbs around the cemetery. This will 
not impact the areas allocated for the grave yard, but will make the whole site more beautiful, removing 
dead and dying plants replacing these with new native plants to improve biodiversity and capture some 
CO2. Please join us if you can. 
A walk around St. Michael’s churchyard with a member of the Parochial Church Council identified several 
trees that were struggling, some that were planted too close together and a few just in the wrong place. A 
plan to improve the planting within the churchyard is being prepared for approval by the Church. The aim 
is to make the churchyard more beautiful, and a more attractive place to linger for peaceful contemplation. 
The central meadow is currently a mix of habitat, unimproved grassland, marshy ground and some good 
native trees on the southern edge. The Blackawton Land Company owns this land and are discussing 
preliminary ideas from Sustainable Blackawton to make some part of this land accessible to the 
community. A proposal to fence off part of the site and plant for berries, nuts and fruit to allow for local 
people to forage is being prepared for consideration. 
Sustainable Blackawton has no confirmed structure as yet, though this may be an item on a future agenda 
– it is proposed that we should have a regular meeting, open to all within the community, possibly monthly, 
maybe this could be the last Monday each month? 
If anyone reading this is interested in being part of, and contributing to, this attempt to make a difference 
and improve our environment, please do contact SB. You can ring me on 712131 or email 
ruthxcoe@icloud.com. 

Blackawton Bonfire and Fireworks from Peter Hathaway 

Saturday 9th November 
Gather at the George Inn from 6.00pm. Procession to the bonfire field at 6.30pm. 
A brilliant bonfire, fabulous fireworks, burgers, hot dogs and bar. 
There is no admission charge. The event is financed by fundraising activities (thank you to all who 
supported our recent Horse Racing evening which raised over £700), our generous sponsors (thank you 
again) and the money raised on the night through donations and the sale of food and drink. 

Please come, enjoy the display and donate generously. 
For the safety of everyone attending this year’s display, please do not bring “sparklers” to the event. 
We still need new members to join our team – to not only help at this year’s event but also to carry it 
forward in future years. If you have the time and enthusiasm to help, please either contact Peter Hathaway 
(p.hathaway@live.co.uk) or come along to our next meeting in the George Inn at 8.00 pm on 
Wednesday 30th October. 

Blackawton Amateur Dramatic Society (BADS) from Chris Janman 
BADS regret to announce the demise of Panto 2020 due to a shortage of people willing to 
make fools of themselves in public. 

However, to fill the resulting void in the Social Calendar, we will be staging a Social 
Evening / Variety Show / call-it-what-you-will on Saturday 1st February 2020 
(which should have been the last night of the Panto). 
If you would like to take part – acting in a sketch, singing a song, doing stand-up, dancing or any other 
party piece that might entertain* an audience – please let me (or anyone on the committee) know. 
(* As you know, we use that word very loosely.) 
We’ll be putting the show together in January 2020 – so no Sunday afternoons ruined before Christmas. 
Sorry (for no Panto) and Thank You (for any offers to perform). 
Please email your offers to chris.janman@gmail.com. 

West Dart Bus services from Tony Hemmings 
The West Dart Bus runs a regular service to nearby towns, as follows: 

Dartmouth every Friday at 10.15 am. 
Newton Abbot last Wednesday of the month at 9.50 am. 

If you have any questions or queries please ring Tony on 07512 433789, or email him at 
tony.westdartbus@outlook.com. Or contact the office on 01752 690444 or email info@ringandride.net. 
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Oil Barons from Adrian Kyte 
There is an oil buying group in Blackawton and we typically get a discount for a bulk order of between 2p 
and 4p per litre. Orders are placed on or soon after the first Monday of March, June, September and the 
last Monday of November. Ordering in November avoids the price rise which occurs on 1st December. 
If you would like to order oil please send a message to oil@blackawtoncommunity.com quoting your 
name, address (must include post code), telephone number, email address and, if known, the quantity of 
oil that you need. When the order is placed all your contact details except the email address are passed to 
the supplier and your email address is not passed on to any third party. If you order oil it is normally 
delivered within 10 days but this is not guaranteed; if you are running low let me know and the supplier 
will include you in an early delivery run. Normally a delivery note is left after delivery with an invoice 
following a few days later; if you are a new customer the supplier might want a different arrangement. 
I will be preparing the order on Monday 25th so please let me have your order before midnight of the 24th. 

 

Community Shop 
 from Kate Purver 

A couple more people have come forward to volunteer in the shop – many 
thanks! Every hour is appreciated. It would still be great to have more 
offers, as we still have some regular “holes” in our staffing schedule. A 
couple of hours on a Saturday morning once or twice a month would be a 
great help; as well as 5 - 6 pm on Mondays or Thursdays. If you can help, 
please do come in to the shop for a chat and/or call Ben, our manager, on 
07510 645473. No previous experience necessary! 
We continue to stock refills of Ecover cleaning products: washing-up liquid, 
laundry liquid and all-purpose cleaner. We’d like to keep a stock of empty 
bottles in the shop so customers who come in bottle-less can still be supplied. 

If you have empty plastic bottles (water bottles…) which could be re-used for this purpose, please bring 
them in. (500ml or 1 litre ideal, other sizes also useful!) 

Blackawton Yellow Pages 
 from Miranda Morrow 
I am putting together a Yellow Pages for Blackawton 
that will live in the shop. It will contain details of 
local organisations and businesses. I am hoping this 
will be useful particularly to new people moving into 
the village who would like to get involved with the 
community. 
If you want to be listed please send the details to 
me at miranda@morrow.me.uk. 

Accommodation wanted 
Lady orcharder would like to rent a room, or 
flat or small cottage in Blackawton from 
January until April or May (as the owner 
prefers). Could be a room Tuesday to Friday, 
again as the owner prefers, or by the month. 
If you have something which might be 
suitable, please ‘phone 01453 860363 and 
leave a message if no-one is at home, or email 
jsarsby@btinternet.com. 

Samaritans  Purse from Rachel Moss 
Operation Christmas Child 

Pack a shoebox to be sent to a child in Africa, the Middle East or Eastern Europe. 
This could be the first gift they have ever received. 
I have been doing this for many years now, and am just putting this note out to see if anyone else would 
like to do the same.  
Check out their website samaritans-purse.org.uk for full details and to see how to fill your shoebox.  
These need to be taken to a drop off location between 11 - 18th November. I am happy to deliver these 
on Saturday 16th November. So if anyone would like to send a shoebox please let me have them on 
Friday 15th November. Please let me know in advance so I know how many to expect. 
If you need to know any more, please get in touch with me on 712898 or 07840 704567.  
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100 Club: the draw is now open for subscription for 2020. £15 one-off entry, for your chance to win 
one of three cash prizes every month throughout next year. Please sign up! Available in the shop now. 

Shop opening times 
Monday to Friday 8.00 am – 6.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

The shop's telephone number is 712157. See you in the shop soon! 

Village Hall 
 from Adrian Kyte 

Missing tablecloths 
There are a number of large tablecloths missing. Someone probably took them away for washing after an 
event and then failed to remember to return them. If you have some large table cloths by mistake please 
return them to the hall as soon as possible. They were noticed to be missing when setting up for the 
Village Show in September. 

November events at the Village Hall 
Private event Event parking only 
Saturday 2nd 10.00 am to 4.00 pm 
Lantern making workshop run by Candlelit Dartmouth. 
Private event Event parking only 
Sunday 3rd 10.00 am to 2.00 pm 
Parish Council meeting 
Tuesday 5th at 7.30 pm. 
Village Hall AGM  
Wednesday 13th 7.30 to 9.30 pm. 
New younger committee members needed, only 6 meetings a year! 
WI Event parking only 
Wednesday 20th at 2.30 pm. 
Autumn Ceilidh Event parking only 
Saturday 23rd 7.15 to 11.00 pm. 
Private event Event parking only 
Sunday 24th 9.00 am to 6.00 pm 
WI Coffee Morning Event parking only 
Saturday 30th 9.00 am to 1.00 pm. 
Whist and euchre drives Event parking only 
Mondays 11th and 18th at 7.30 pm. 
Private Event 
Tuesday 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th 3.30 to 4.30 pm. 
Private Event 
Thursday 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th 1.30 to 3.00 pm. 
Yoga Classes 
Thursdays 6.00 – 7.00 pm. This month that's 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th. 
Please contact Rachel Trevallion on 075825 580518 or email rachel@yogaforbodyandsoul.com, 
website: www.yogaforbodyandsoul.com, Facebook: @yoga4bodyandsoul, for details or drop in at the 
very start of one of the sessions. 
Community Choir 
Thursdays 7.30 - 9.30 pm. This month that's 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th. 
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Village Hall parking 
Sometimes users of the Village Hall find that there are vehicles already parked in the car park. Officially 
only vehicles belonging to hall users, allotment users or tennis court users should be parked in the car park 
but the Village Hall is a community resource and parking in the village is a problem. To avoid problems a 
notice will be displayed in the cabinet by the main entrance with a list of events identifying those that need 
the car park. If you are one of the people who habitually or occasionally park in the car park please check 
the notice and park elsewhere on the occasions when the car park is needed for hall users. 

Booking the Village Hall 
The easiest way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the 
internet. There are two easy ways to check availability or make a provisional booking: 
1. Enter http://www.hallmaster.co.uk/ViewRoomDiary.aspx?roomId=81 in the address bar of your 

Internet browser and press ‘Enter’. 
2. Via Facebook (www.facebook.com); search for “Blackawton Village Hall” then click on ‘Book Now’. 
Either method should take you directly to the booking website. Use the ‘Next >>’ and ‘<<Previous’ buttons 
to get to the month required then if the hall is not already booked click the ‘+’ sign on the day you want 
then add the details for your event to create a provisional booking. You will receive an email within a couple 
of days with an invoice and a booking form. Provisional bookings only become confirmed bookings after 
the deposit is paid which should be within 2 weeks of the invoice date. The above are the preferred methods 
for booking the hall but if you don't have internet access please phone 712159. 

Village Hall Furniture 
If there are no bookings that need the VH furniture it can sometimes be borrowed in return for an agreed 
donation and deposit but only by prior arrangement. A member of the committee should be present 
both when the furniture is taken and returned. Donation and deposit must be paid before any furniture is 
removed from the hall. A list of who is on the VH committee, along with contact details, is posted on the 
notice board next to the main entrance door. 

Parish Council 
 from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 

Notes of the meeting of Blackawton Parish Council 
Held on Tuesday 1st October 2019 at 7.30 pm in Blackawton Village Hall 
Full minutes are on the website www.blackawtoncommunity.com and on the noticeboard outside 
The George Inn. 
Present: Cllrs Rake, Mewes, Coe, Perry, Thomas, and Wilson. Also South Hams District Cllr Reeve, Devon 
County Cllr Brazil for his report, and A Thom (Clerk). Apologies were received from Cllr Mallyon. 

Open Forum 
Parish Council Lengthsman  
The new Parish Council Lengthsman, Mike Pearey, introduced himself. Litter, particularly plastic litter, is 
often a cause of the blocked road drains. He is collecting litter as he works (so that it doesn’t lead to a future 
blockage), but suggests that the Parish should take on this responsibility and save some of the Lengthsman' 
cost. Parishioners were also encouraged to report blocked drains directly to Devon County Council, using 
their website. There is a ‘Report It’ red button on the Parish website. Mike is keen to engage with the 
community and introduces himself to nearby householders when he clears a drain. Cllr Perry is assisting 
him to liaise with landowners about clearing the land side of the drains. The main road to Strete has been 
identified as a priority. Mike Pearey said that he would prefer to take a long term view of road maintenance 
and do a thorough job the first time - unearthing kerbs and drainage systems, with some roads getting 
substantially wider. He is arranging to tour the roads with Devon County Council. A gully sucker lorry is 
required for some drains. Mike’s details are on the website and will be in the Beacon; he is happy to be 
contacted by residents. 

Report from South Hams District Councillor 
District Cllr Reeve reported that SHDC Cllrs have been on a climate change workshop. Transport and 
heating are the biggest components of SHDC’s footprint. SHDC has employed two new planning 
enforcement officers. Existing cases will be reviewed. Fusion Leisure Centre went cashless today. Please 
give your views on Dartmouth Leisure Centre to Cllr Reeve. Cllr Coe asked why prices differ between sites 
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and suggested that the Dartmouth Centre needs a swimsuit dryer. Cllr Rake expressed his disappointment 
that SHDC seems to be focussing on its own footprint and suggested SHDC needs new policy, for example 
to allow double glazing on grade 11 listed houses.  
Devon County Cllr Brazil advised that DCC is also developing its response to climate change. It needs to 
produce an action plan. There is some ‘low hanging fruit’ such as electric vehicle charging stations in car 
parks. He said we need to push it as far as we can locally. There is much we can do at a local level and we 
need a concrete action plan. 
Cllr Coe requested grant funds to buy trees. Cllr Reeve will send an application form to Cllr Coe. National 
Tree Planting Day is on 30 November. 

Report from Devon County Councillor  
Devon County Cllr Brazil said that in its response to Climate Change, DCC is considering a Citizens 
Assembly. DCC’s action plans are pending. DCC doesn’t have sufficient resources for road maintenance. 
There is a Community Enhancement Fund for the community to do road works projects. The west - east 
road has been improved with Slapton Line funds. The approach to possibly removing street lights from 
Blackawton was discussed by the meeting. Cllr Brazil said the DCC Officer has suggested BPC start to 
canvas local opinion. Cllr Rake asked if the lights could be switched off for two weeks as a trial, which Cllr 
Brazil suggested be part of a consultation. BPC needs to first establish if it is feasible for street lighting to 
be changed. The consultation could be total dark, key lights, retain status quo. Cllr Brazil will now go to 
the DCC Officer and get possibilities, and report back to BPC. Cllr Brazil will follow up a problem with a 
light at Cheavestone Lea being on all the time. 

Planning Issues 
SHDC Planning approvals/refusals 
1448/19/FUL Field at SX781513 Cliston Cross Blackawton Devon. Erection of new stable building and 

use of field for keeping and grazing for horses. Conditional Approval. 
2216/19/FUL Woodlands Leisure Park Blackawton Devon TQ9 7DQ. Erection of steel framed building 

to host seasonal and periodic events in association with the activities of the leisure park to 
provide an all weather entertainments facility building. Conditional Approval. 

Review of New Applications  
2838/19/CLE West Dreyton Farm, Blackawton, Totnes, TQ9 7DJ. Lawful development certificate for 

existing use that buildings works have commenced of planning approval 0481/16/FUL. 
No comment will be made by BPC. 

2582/19/FUL 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 Church Quillet Blackawton TQ9 7BT. External wall insulation and 
replacement of the dwelling roof tiles. Support. 

2506/19/HHO The Coach House Shepleigh Blackawton TQ9 7AH. Householder application for 
alterations to existing bungalow to create house. Support.  

French Furze Project 
BPC would like the access from French Furze to Main Street to be installed as soon as possible. No response 
has been received from Linden Homes regarding this request. The Clerk will forward to Cllrs earlier 
correspondence with DCC about the safety of this footpath. The Clerk will approach DCC about creating a 
new access onto School Lane in the future. 

Parking in The Grove blocking ramp access to the road 
If vehicles park on the footpath near the grit bin on The Grove the access ramp for some residents to leave 
their homes and enter the street can be blocked. There was a problem recently with one particular vehicle 
doing this regularly. BPC did write a letter, however it has apologised because the letter was sent to the 
wrong address. The meeting agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Rake would write a letter which could then be 
delivered to all residences in The Grove if Cllrs agree unanimously. The possibility of double yellow lines 
to make the problem parking location clear will also be investigated. 

Climate Change and Biodiversity 
It was resolved to adopt the draft Environment Policy; the Policy will be reviewed every two months. Wider 
input into the Policy is encouraged. Currently there are multiple chapters with single authors. 
The possibility of planting in the land behind The Grove to create a wildlife corridor has been raised by 
Sustainable Blackawton. Free trees from the Wildlife Trust are expected to be delivered in March 2020. 
Sustainable Blackawton is at this stage an action group – it doesn’t have a constitution or a bank account. 
Sustainable Blackawton’s proposals for tree planting and environmental improvement in the Cemetery 
and in St Michael’s Churchyard were discussed. The Churchyard is owned by the Church. It was agreed 
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that a site meeting would be held to discuss and better understand the proposals. The Parochial Church 
Council will be invited to attend. Blackawton Primary School has requested assistance regarding sourcing 
tree whips and involvement in the tree planting projects. More information is required before a grant can 
be made for the tree whips. Involvement in the planting was welcomed in principle. It was suggested that 
an earlier proposal for planting the bank outside St Michael’s Lychgate be revisited. The Clerk will try to 
locate the proposal. 

Finance 
The Report, which showed a total balance of £63,064.02 and unearmarked reserves of £15,125.99, and the 
bank reconciliation were noted. 
Approved payments: 

Grounds Maintenance Contractor, August Cemetery & Churchyard cuts  £210 
Grounds Maintenance Contractor, Removal of second hedge as quoted £150 
Website, Invoice for various small updates £20 

Receipts:  
SHDC, precept second instalment,  £7,032.50 
RC Pillar & Sons, EROB & interment £250.00 

Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Cllr Perry raised the concern that Housing Association properties on Cheavestone Lea are not being 
maintained to a good standard. The Clerk was instructed to write and request that the maintenance is 
improved. 
Cllr Thomas suggested that the phone box is turned into a museum or gallery to improve the asset. 
Cllr Wilson said that he would take on the issue of Playing Field Committee membership and support from 
parents of children who use the playground. 
Cllr Mewes asked if BPC would pay for testing of the water trough in the Village. Cllr Perry advised this 
would go to SHDC. To be on the November Agenda. 
Cllr Rake raised the possibility of a Parish Council Newsletter, possibly in the New Year, to improve 
communication with Parishioners. Possible topics include the website, reporting, inviting people to attend 
meetings, and the Blackawton Business Units. 
Cllr Coe and Cllr Mewes gave their apologies for the 5 November meeting. 
The Parish Council’s next meeting will be on Tuesday 5th November 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Village 
Hall. You are most welcome to attend and to raise any issues which may be of concern to you. 

Council contacts 

 

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 tgiblackawton@yahoo.co.uk 
Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 amallyon1@gmail.com 
Cllr Robin Mewes, Vice-chair 07733 097551 robin@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Jack Perry 07890 898164 jack@westdownfarm.plus.com 
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Chris Wilson 07970 850258 chris@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Other contacts  
Police non-urgent reporting 101 dartmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
South Hams Cllr Helen Reeve 01548 821306 Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk 
South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 
SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 
Report problems to SHDC such 
as fly tipping and abandoned vehicles: 

 
www.southhams.gov.uk/article/65/Report-It 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 

Report problems on the highway 
to DCC such as potholes and flooding: 

new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/ 
report-a-problem 
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the Wider Community 

 

 

The Probus Club of Stoke Fleming & District from John Light 

Where friendliness matters above all else 
Our aim is to socialise in a congenial relaxed atmosphere in the company of other men who are retired or 
semi-retired. 
Our speakers this month will be: 

13th November Mike Lakey Dresden 
27th November Ladies Lunch 
 Janet Sellick Agatha Christie and her Poisons 

Why not be our guest? Come and join us for coffee and receive a warm welcome from our members. 
For more information please contact John Light on 834861 or email johnlight1@gmail.com. Or you 
can visit our website at www.stokeflemingprobus.wixsite.com/stokeflemingprobus. 

from the Editor 
Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be dropped off at the Community Shop, the George Inn or at 1 The Cross, Park 
Lane. The deadline for contributions to the December edition is Thursday 21st November. 
The Beacon is printed by volunteers using the printer in the church. We need to pay for the paper and 
printing costs, and make a contribution towards replacing the printer when it wears out. Some of this cost 
is covered by our advertisements, but we need more. Please donate if you can. Put Beacon on the 
outside of the envelope and drop it off at the Shop, or the George Inn, or the church's donation box beside 
the visitors book. Please note that cheques must be payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you. 

Andrew Morrow 
 

Christmas Market from Jane Cumberlidge 
in aid of St James the Great, Slapton 

Slapton Village Hall 
Saturday 7th December  2.00 -4.30 pm 

gifts and decorations for Christmas  ~  stalls of crafts made by local artists 
homemade cakes  ~  raffle  ~  bric-a-brac  ~  tombola  ~  refreshments 

Christmas Fairs from Sue Tweed 
An early chance to get those Christmas gifts sorted – then you can relax and enjoy the festive season!  
Stoke Fleming Charitable Ladies have a Christmas Fair in Stoke Fleming Village Hall on Saturday 
23rd November from 10 am to 12 noon in aid of the Dashing Devon Dukes – our local school 
children’s ukulele band who perform around the South Hams to raise funds for a number of charities.  
The band needs funds to hire rehearsal venues and to buy new instruments and equipment. Lots of 
lovely stalls to get your Christmas gifts and the Dashing Devon Dukes will be playing their ukuleles 
for us.  Tables are available to hire at £5 each.   
If you haven’t had enough Christmas Fair after that, you could go on to the Children’s Hospice 
South West Christmas Fair in The Old Market in Dartmouth which is on from 10 am to 3 pm 
the same day, with lots more wonderful stalls, all ideal for Christmas presents!  Proceeds from this event 
will help Children's Hospice South West to provide essential specialist care and support for over 530 
families with life-limited children in the South West.  
Contact Sue Tweed on 770730 or tweed833@btinternet.com for further details of both events. 
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Stanborough Farm 
Halwell, Totnes, TQ9 7JQ 

CHRISTMAS POULTRY 
TURKEYS – GEESE – DUCKS – CHICKENS 

Local fresh tasty oven-ready farm-reared birds 
Enjoy the experience of collecting your bird  

direct from the farm this Christmas 

ORDERS BEING TAKEN NOW 
Tel the farm on 01548 821306 
stanboroughfarm@hotmail.com 

www.stanboroughchristmaspoultry.com 
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Did you know… 
South Hams District Council 

fund a loan scheme for homeowners, for essential home repairs and improvements?  
For more information, visit www.wrcic.org.uk or call 01823 461099, 

or email enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 
Your local, not for profit lender working in partnership with South Hams District Council  

Wessex Resolutions CIC 
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU 

 

Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 
Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 
www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 

SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS 

 

Free delivery 
Quality firewood throughout the South Hams 

CHRIS  ~  079 122 869 17 
Tree & Hedge Care  ~  Garden Clearance 
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Collaton Trailer Servicing  

      

Trailer servicing and repair 
IMI and NTTA quality assured 

Servicing of all types of trailers from single axle unbraked through to triple axle braked systems / 
horse trailers / livestock trailers / plant and general trailers. We will ensure your Horse Trailer / 
Livestock Trailer is fit for purpose and will carry your valuable livestock safely. 

Typically trailers are left in the open and exposed to all weather conditions with the expectation that 
the running gear and associated equipment will work perfectly, this unfortunately is not the case, 
many trailers with heavy corrosion and inadequate braking and old tyres should not be on the road. 
There are heavy fines if caught, no number plate can be a £100 fine and points. 

We offer the following:- 
A general service with set prices for single axle through to triple axles on site or at our workshop, 
which covers Steam clean / inspection of towing systems / brakes / bearings / chassis / axles / 
backplates / lighting systems and tyres. Extra cost is for replacement parts and added labour. 

Extra services include:- 
 Panel replacement on older horse box trailers. 
 We also tackle corroded hubs / axles and back plates; this will increase the life of your 

components substantially and also will maintain the value of your trailer.  Damaged hubs 
skimmed in house. 

Contact details  
Collaton Farm, Blackawton, Totnes, TQ9 7DW  
Tel 01803 712298  Mob 07484 871592  Contact Don or Tina. 
dbash10563@aol.com 

We will do a free initial survey; on completion of service you will have a full report. 

      



Blackawton Beacon November 2019 page 14 of 16 

 

 

HEALTHY PLANT BASED COOKING CLASSES 
At our new cooking school between Harbertonford and Diptford 

Monthly Plant Based Dinner  Nov 15th and Dec 13th   £18 for delicious 3 courses  

Christmas Baking Nov 17th Love to bake or eat yummy things that come out of the oven? 
Then learn how to cook a host of delicious Christmas desserts. 

Looking After Your Health  Nov 20th- 24th In 5 amazing days, this transformative course will 
teach you how to cook over 60 wholefood, plant based recipes in 10 mostly hands-on 
cooking classes.  Understand how food can affect your body and emotions and how you can 
bring balance into your life.  

Check out our full programme at www.macroschool.co.uk 

NUTRITIONAL CONSULTATIONS 
with Oliver Cowmeadow BSc, MRSS, MC 

I have been giving nutritional and lifestyle advice for a wide range of health problems for 
more than 30 years, and have helped many people including chronic headaches and 
migraines, digestive problems like acid reflux, bloating and IBS, allergies, asthma and skin 
problems, back pain, PMT and menstrual problems, losing weight, high blood pressure and 
palpitations, sleep and low energy problems including chronic fatigue.  

Clients receive a booklet of dietary guidelines including meal plans and recipes. 

Free 10 minute phone conversation to find out more, or email me for full information on 
consultations at oliver@macroschool.co.uk. Tel: 01803 762598. 



Blackawton Beacon November 2019 page 15 of 16 

 

 

 

NEW HOMES AVAILABLE NOW! 
Linden Homes are building a beautiful range of 2 and 3 
bedroom bungalows and 2, 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes. 
Stunning 4 bedroom show home now open. 

All enquiries to 01803 700638 
Lindenhomes.co.uk/blackawton  

 

We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 

 

- Domestic Electrical - Solar PV Installations 
- Commercial & Agricultural Electrical - Solar PV Monitoring 
- Testing & Inspections - Solar PV Servicing 
- Home Automation - Solar Panel Cleaning 
- Fire & Security - Solar iBoost Installation 
- EV Charging - Solar Battery Storage 
- Electrical Heating 
- LED Lighting 

01548 550909  -  info@danielknightelectrical.com  -  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com 

       

PORK FOR SALE 

Fill up your freezer with ½ a pig, delivered to your door. Approx 30kg of meat, including boned and 
rolled legs and shoulder for you to cut to size, chops, belly pork and sausages for £100, or for an extra 
£10, have it vacuum packed, ready to put straight into the freezer. 

Our Large White pigs are fed on whey from Ticklemore Cheese, producing moist, succulent meat. 

For any questions, or to order, please contact Nigel or Sandra Tope on 01803 712622/07870 119367 
or email sandrafiona.st@gmail.com. 
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Parish Diary 
November 2019 
Friday 1st 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Tuesday 5th 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall 

Thursday 7th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 8th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Monday 11th 7.30 pm Whist and Eucre drive Village Hall 

Wednesday 13th 7.30 pm Village Hall AGM Village Hall 

Thursday 14th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 15th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Thursday 21st 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 22nd 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Thursday 28th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 29th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Saturday 9th 6.30 pm Village Bonfire and Fireworks The George Inn/field 

Sunday 10th 10.50 am Remembrance Sunday Church/War memorial 

Monday 18th 7.30 pm Whist and Eucre drive Village Hall 

Wednesday 20th 2.30 pm WI meeting Village Hall 

Thursday 21st  Beacon deadline for the December edition 

Saturday 23rd 10.00 am Stoke Fleming Christmas Fair Stoke Fleming Village Hall 

 10.00 am CHSW Christmas Fair The Old Market, Dartmouth 

 7.15 pm Autumn Ceilidh with Spinach for Norman Village Hall 

Tuesday 26th 11.55 am Mobile Library War memorial 

Wednesday 27th 9.50 am West Dart Bus to Newton Abbot  

Saturday 30th 10.00 am WI coffee morning Village Hall 

December 2019 
Saturday 7th 2.00 pm Slapton Christmas market Slapton Village Hall 

 
 
 


