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 from Andrea Scott

At this time of great uncertainty for so many, the church and parish 
council are setting up a mini foodbank.  This will be available for 
anyone, at any time, to come and help themselves to anything they 
need, and for anyone to contribute to, if they would like to. 

The available food is on a shelf in the church porch. 

Any donations can be left, from now onwards, in the porch or in the 
village shop. These should be non-perishables, and there will be a list 
there if you need help with what to donate.  

If you, or someone you know, needs more help than is available here, both Dartmouth and Kingsbridge 
Foodbanks should be able to assist. 

Dartmouth Foodbank contact: 07925 120024. They are open on Wednesdays 11 am to 1 pm at Ivy Lane, 
and Dartmouth community chest are delivering hot dinners every day.  

Kingsbridge Foodbank contact: 07593 881633. They are delivering all their food parcels now, and can 
deliver here as and when needed. 

Coronavirus response 
The Parish Council is coordinating the community response to the COVID-19 
or coronavirus outbreak.  

If you need help, contact: 
Alan Mallyon – 07771 517184 or alan@blackawtoncommunity.com. 

If you can offer help, contact: 
Simon Rake – 07944 466809 or simon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 

For any non-medical information please contact any Parish Councillor or the Parish Clerk: 
Annette Thom  – 01803 722471 or parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com. 

For the latest information please visit the Parish Council website www.blackawtoncommunity.com 
and Facebook page www.facebook.com/BlackawtonParishCouncil. 

 from Chris Varlow

Gardentime is now delivering compost, plants and gardening goods throughout 
the Blackawton parish. 

We also offer a collection service, whereby you can place your order by phone or 
email, we’ll gather your order, take payment over the phone and have your goods 
ready for safe collection in the garden centre car park. We are observing the 
government guidelines on social distancing and we clean all trollies after each use. 

Please note that you will not be allowed into the shop or plant area and all goods must be paid for before 
collection. We would prefer you orders and enquiries via email but please feel free to phone. Please make 
sure your phone number is on your enquiry. The delivery charge is £5.00. 

Our contact details are: email info@gardentime.biz; phone 712345. 

We’re running the garden centre with a very few staff, so please be patient with us. 

Best wishes to everyone at this difficult time. Happy gardening! 

mailto:info@gardentime.biz
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All Church Services are cancelled until further notice. The church is closed. 

However, the Church Porch is open and contains … 

• various Church stuff – Sunday Link, Diocesan Prayer Diary, etc. 

• a Jigsaw Puzzle library 

• the Blackawton Larder (as explained on the front page). 

 from Kate Janman

is from May 10th to 16th. Christian Aid is an inter-church organisation which fights poverty and injustice 
all over the world – working with local groups, helping them with money and sometimes expertise. 

And here in Blackawton we have been helping in various ways including signing petitions or writing to 
politicians, and by raising money for many years. If you've lived here any time, you will not have escaped 
being pestered with a red envelope or asked for jumble. And many of you will have gone down to the Village 
Hall and come away with bargain clothes, or a cake, or an armful of books or maybe a garden seat or a 
chest of drawers ... (We have had jumble sales here for 36 years, that I know of.) 

And you are so generous! Over the last five years, the jumble sale has raised an average of nearly £650, 
the house-to-house collection nearly £950 so that each year we have contributed an average of £1725 (after 
adding on whist drives, quizzes, sponsored walks, soup lunches etc, etc.). This year, we can't do any of 
these fundraising things. But I would be very sorry if we can't contribute any money. Any ideas would be 
appreciated: Zoom or on-line quiz, anybody? 

You can donate directly to Christian Aid by going to their website (www.christianaid.org.uk) and 
clicking the red Donate button. As we are unable to raise funds locally, please donate online. 

For more information please contact Kate Janman on 712362 or email kate.janman@gmail.com. 

... And an enormous jumble sale one day. 

 

 from Rev'd Alison Shaw

Dear friends, 
We are in strange times. Contradictory times. All around us there are signs of Spring, of new life, of 
renewal. Lambs gambolling in the fields, birds swirling and swooping, nesting and raising their young, 
shrubs perking up, flowers opening to the warm sunshine and a plethora of buds opening on the trees all 
around. All very positive and ‘normal’. 

But stand on the doorstep and you realise life is far from normal – so quiet – no planes, very few cars, no 
distant traffic noise at all. Turn on the radio or the television and be bombarded with the grim statistics 
about COVID-19, the restrictions, the shortages of essential equipment, the lockdown. How against our 
human nature to have to distance ourselves from our friends and family. A virtual hug across the internet 
is all very well but doesn’t your heart and your arms yearn for a real one? 

Christians all over the world have just celebrated Easter – the Resurrection – when Jesus Christ arose from 
the dead and appeared amongst his people. For the next 40 days he went about, teaching and preparing 
his disciples for his Ascension when he would physically leave them. He told them then to wait in 
Jerusalem and on the day of Pentecost when Jews from all over the world gathered there, the Holy Spirit 
came to the disciples as God’s Presence on earth, as Comforter, Enpowerer, Energiser and bringer of 
wisdom.  

We are in need of all that. People throughout the country, and especially in our villages, are doing amazing 
things – acts of service and great kindness. People are looking after their families and looking out for all 
their neighbours. They are bringing comfort, they are enabling others to live well and they are helping in 
so many ways. And we need energy and we need wisdom, to do what we can and to keep ourselves well too. 
Amongst the fears of mental health concerns and the restrictions that mean social isolation at the moment, 

 from Frank and Lyn Robinson 

We do hope you are all well and coping through this time. If we can pray for you for any specific reason, 
please leave a note in the church porch. If you would like a phone call please let us know or ring 712249. 

With our love and blessings. 
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nobody should be feeling alone. We are here for you and for each other, and it is my prayer that this 
continues long after this worldwide crisis is resolved.  

So, in Jesus’s words I end: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (The Gospel of John, chapter 14 verse 27) 

Every blessing. 

Vicar Rev'd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Sally Green 712438 

Churchwarden Kate Janman 712362  Frank Robinson 712249 

    Lyn Robinson 712249 

 

 from Simon Barnes 

Besides being able to make appointments etc. with your GP online it is also possible to have prescriptions 
delivered to your home instead of having to collect them from a pharmacy. This service is free; you would 
still need to pay for your prescription if you normally do. To find out more visit www.echo.co.uk. 

 from Chris Dimmelow

Some of you will have already heard the sad news of the death of Mike Toms on the 28th March. 

Mike and his family lived and farmed at Lower Millcombe for many years prior to his retirement, 
following which he and his wife Fay moved to Strete. 

Throughout his long association with Blackawton Mike was a well respected member of the local 
farming community. He was also a staunch supporter of the Parish and all of its community 
organisations, serving on many committees and groups. I personally had the pleasure of sitting on the 
Parish Council with Mike for many years. During this period his breadth of local knowledge and 
grounded wisdom was of great support to me as a rookie Chairman. 

He will be greatly missed and our thoughts are with his wife Fay, daughters Trudy and Tinah and his 
grandchildren at this difficult time. 

A memorial service will be held when circumstances allow. 
from Bob Harvey 

Michael was a founder, active member, and finally Honorary Member of BaSH (Blackawton and Strete 
History). His experience and knowledge of farming in the area was invaluable when most members had 
no farming background. His wisdom arose out of his having made a positive decision to enter farming 
after WW2, when his father was not a farmer but Chief Engineer at Torbay Water Company. He always 
thought deeply about farming practice so was one of the first in the area to innovate with, for example, 
silage making and pig-arks. 

Michael's contribution to the BaSH book Our Farming Heritage shows that he was an outstanding 
example of the invaluable contribution made by a local farmer with his community at the heart of his 
life. Michael Toms was, in our modern homogenised world, one of the few of these ‘rare breeds’, and 
sadly one of the last. 

from James Mussen 

The West Dart Bus has been running now for over thirty years, and it was in the late 1980s that Michael 
Toms conceived the idea of a bus for the communities of Blackawton and Dittisham, both villages being 
slightly off the beaten track and as a result suffering from lack of public transport for those without a 
car. In order to finance the operation Michael negotiated a contract with Devon County Council for the 
bus to be used to drive children to and from Blackawton school. The bus continues to this day, and 
thanks to Michael’s enthusiasm villagers can still be taken regularly to Dartmouth and Newton Abbot. 
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 from Laura Perry 

Tips of the month 
Some household ideas: 

• Use beeswax wraps instead of clingfilm. Available in the shop!  

• Reusable containers with lids, tin foil can also help avoid clingfilm. 

• Use cotton dish cloths, and not J-cloths, that are washed so we reduce landfill waste. 

• The village shop takes used crisp packets for recycling. 

• Use roll-on deodorant and not aerosols to reduce recycled materials. Roll-ons last 
much longer than aerosols. 

• Use soap and not shower gel. The saving in plastic bottles is huge! (or refillable bottle is another option). 

• Take non-recyclable plastics back to Morrisons who collect all of those plastic bags and wrappers that 
cannot go in the normal recycling. 

Recipe of the month 
Savoury cucumber 
Prep 10 mins, cooking 50 mins. Serves 4. 

2 cucumbers 1 onion 200g mushrooms 3 rashers lean bacon 
150g long grain rice 2 eggs 100g butter salt and black pepper 
1 clove garlic chilli powder 1 tablespoon chopped parsley 

Wash, do not peel cucumbers, cut each in half lengthwise then crossways. Scrape out seeds with a teaspoon 
and discard. Cook in lightly salted, boiling water for 8 minutes. Drain and keep warm. 
Cook rice for 25 mins. Peel and chop onion, cook in 50g butter until soft. Add trimmed and sliced 
mushrooms. 
Remove rind, cut bacon into fine strips, add with chilli to mixture in pan and season to taste. 
When rice is cooked, drain and rinse in cold water. Stir into onion mixture with remaining butter. Cook 
for 5 minutes stirring occasionally. 
Beat eggs, cook small omelettes, roll up and cut into thin strips, add to rice mixture. 
To serve arrange cucumber boats on plate, fill with mixture, top with chopped parsley and enjoy! 

Sustainable Blackawton meetings 
Because of the COVID-19 virus, the Sustainable Blackawton Group will not physically meet until further 
notice. If you are not on the Sustainable Blackawton circulation list and would like to be, then please send 
your email address to robin@blackawtoncommunity.com. Please check out our website for more 
information:  https://blackawtoncommunity.com/sustainable-blackawton. 

 from James Mussen 

As a result of the Coronavirus pandemic all weekly and monthly trips in the West Dart Bus to Dartmouth 
and Newton Abbot have been cancelled. We look forward to resurrecting this service as soon as the 
situation allows. 

 from Kate Purver 

Shop opening times: please note reduced hours 
Monday to Friday 9.00 am – 3.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm (as far as possible) 

The shop's telephone number is 712157. 

The shop remains open – albeit with reduced hours, currently as above – and well stocked. If you cannot 
leave home and need goods delivering, please call the shop. 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who have kept our community shop running through this difficult 
time – and especially to Ben who, short of moving his bed into the shop, has worked many shifts as well as 
managing orders, sorting out deliveries and all the usual management tasks. 
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Thanks are also due to all those customers that have supported us over the years since the community shop 
opened – thus ensuring that Blackawton still has a shop and enabling us to be such a supportive, local 
community asset in this suddenly critical time. Without you, our shop might have long since gone the way 
of the East Allington store that sadly is no more (we have been delivering to residents of East Allington as 
well as Blackawton parish). We hope to be here for you all for many years to come, whilst hoping that such 
a weird and horrid crisis does not occur again! 

100 Club March winners: £20 Peter Boote 
 £10 Caroline Hicks and Meredith Hall 
 £5 Mary Brook 

 

from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 

Held on Tuesday 7th April 2020 at 7.30 pm using public videoconferencing 

Full minutes are on the website www.blackawtoncommunity.com and the village noticeboard. 

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chair), Cllrs Mewes (Vice-Chair), Coe, Mallyon, Thomas and Wilson were present, 
as was South Hams District Cllr Reeve, and A Thom (Clerk). There were no members of the public. 

The agenda was reduced to necessary business because the legal basis to hold virtual meetings had not 
been established by Government when the agenda went out.  

Open Forum  
No members of the public joined the meeting. 

Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Perry. 

COVID-19 Response  
The project coordinating the community response to the coronavirus outbreak was discussed. Cllr Rake 
reported on the appreciation of the community and the positive response from volunteers. At this time 
there have been few requests for help. Cllr Rake will update volunteers. There are many active local support 
networks, and BPC’s network provides an additional safety net. 

Report from South Hams District Councillor 
Cllr Reeve reported that village shops and Totnes Cross Filling Station are doing a fantastic job serving 
their communities, which is so appreciated, as are all the kind-hearted volunteers within our villages, and 
of course the NHS who we will never be able to thank enough. 

Monies have started to be received from the Government through SHDC in the form of grants for 
businesses in the South Hams. Ten million pounds has already gone out from a pot holding 35 million 
pounds. Business rates have been reduced to zero until March 2021. 

Construction is still being allowed. It was pointed out by the resident of another village how close some 
workmen were working together etc. This is not a council matter and if anyone is very concerned they 
should contact the police.  

Recycling bags have got quite desirable so are now in short supply. There will be no more until 16 April. 
Foodbanks are overwhelmed with demand and most supermarkets have baskets where you are able to 
donate food. Public footpaths must remain open. 

Cllr Reeve is helping to resolve a problem with a noisy wind turbine at Collaton.  

 from Chris, Mark and Jack Hamilton 

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone working for the Community Shop. It has been a 
godsend especially over the last few weeks. 

We have been in the village 2½ years now and have had to adjust to many things – no pavements, blind 
bends and rubbish curries; but we are so glad to be here, especially now in pandemic times. This lovely 
village with its beautiful walks and friendly people have made these strange times bearable. 

Thank You. 
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Report from Devon County Councillor 
Deferred in the absence of Cllr Brazil. 

Planning Issues 
SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals 
The following decision was noted: 
3563/19/FUL Barn at SX 811524 Dreyton Cross Blackawton. Readvertisement (Revised Plans Received) 

Amendment to approval 0416/19/PDM (change of use of agricultural building to 
dwellinghouse (Class C3)), to include the creation of new site entrance, erection of stable 
block and use of associated land for equestrian purposes. Conditional approval. 

Review of New Applications  
0643/20/FUL The Old Farmhouse  Millcombe Blackawton TQ9 7AE. Sub-division of existing dwelling to 

create 2 residential dwellings. Support. 

0656/20/FUL Dreyton Cross Barn A3122 Blackawton. Demolition of existing barn and construction of 3 
bedroom dwellinghouse with garage and external amenities. No comment. 

0810/20/ARC Development at SX 80525109, Town Farm School Lane Blackawton TQ9 7BE. Application 
for approval of details reserved by conditions 12, 15, 16 & 21 of planning consent 
0318/18/VAR. BPC noted that these documents are of a technical specialist nature. BPC 
observes that the last construction drainage system approved for the French Furze 
development was inadequate and allowed water ingress into residences located downhill. 
SHDC Officers have had to assist and are well aware of the details of this problem. BPC 
asks that the proposed drainage plans in this application receive great scrutiny from SHDC 
officers. It also asks that any approval includes a system for emergency contact should the 
drainage system fail. South Hams District Cllr Reeve will be asked to assist in the scrutiny 
of this application. 

3880/19/CLP Woodside House Blackawton TQ9 7BL. Certificate of lawfulness for proposed replacement 
of existing conservatory roof with reclaimed roof slate tiles matching main property. 
Hipped conservatory roof being replaced with apex style window. BPC will respond 
confirming that this construction has been present for some substantial period of time, 
although it cannot accurately say the number of years. 

French Furze Project 
Cllr Reeve has provided a copy of the discharge conditions for French Furze. There has been a change of 
ownership. The project is now owned by a new company named Vistry. Work on site has ceased – at least 
until the end of April. Vistry is looking into BPC’s questions regarding the construction of footpath to Main 
Street, timing of the transfer of the business units, and the percentage market unit housing occupancy 
figures. 

Cemetery and Churchyard Maintenance 
The maintenance contractor has confirmed that they are able to do the grounds maintenance work keeping 
to the Government guidelines for social distancing. BPC agreed that this will meet the Government's 
guidance on work which cannot be done from home and requests that the work is done. BPC also noted 
that the cemetery and churchyard could develop health and safety issues if the maintenance work is not 
done. 

Welcome Signs 
BPC approved DCC’s revised proposal to install the two signs (replacement on Quarry Road and new sign 
just before French Furze) with a total cost of up to £395.60, and that BPC will apply to Devon County Cllr 
Brazil’s Locality budget to fund the signs. 

Finance 
Update on Current Financial Position 
The balance carried forward at the end of year was £54,111.37, and the total balance on 7 April £53,640.06 
with unearmarked reserves of £10,144.43. 

Payments Made, Due and Received 
The following payments were agreed: 
Sustainable Blackawton Grant / Cllr Mewes 
       Seed mixes and plants for lychgate planting £31.55 
SHDC, Election expenses £73.62 
Kingsbridge Websites, Website Accessibility Regs £160.00 
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Kingsbridge Website, COVID-19 pages £30.00 
DALC, Annual subscription £176.14 

The following receipts were noted:  
New memorial £60.00 
DCC HCMEF Grant (Lengthsman) £300.00 

Parish Council Insurance  
BPC agreed it will insure assets valued at £1,000 pounds or more. BPC does not require cover for 
defibrillator, income protection, or hirer’s liability. It will take advice on whether cover is required for 
money/assault and subsidence cover. BPC agreed that the better value cover is the middle of the three 
quotes provided. The Clerk will obtain a quote and policy based on these criteria. The Clerk is authorised 
to choose and pay for the final policy and to commit to a three year agreement in consultation with 
Councillors. The policy is required from 4 May.   

Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Cllr Mallyon will report to DCC the damaged grit bin on the road to Millcombe. Cllr Rake reported that the 
DCC Footpath Warden is resolving a problem with a public footpath being incorrectly closed by a 
landowner, a new enforcement protocol is pending. 

The Parish Council’s next meeting will take place on Tuesday 5th May 2020 at 7:30 pm using 
public videoconferencing. You are most welcome to join the meeting and to raise any issues which may be 
of concern to you. The meeting’s invitation link will be in the agenda for the meeting. 

The Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for Tuesday 19 May has been postponed. 

 

 

This edition of the Beacon is available from the village shop or by email. If you would like to receive the 
Beacon by email please send a message to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. It is also on the 
Blackawton Community website www.blackawtoncommunity.com.  

Please email contributions to next month's Beacon to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. The 
deadline for the June edition is Friday 22nd May. 
  

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 alan@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Robin Mewes, Vice-chair 07733 097551 robin@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Jack Perry 07890 898164 jack@westdownfarm.plus.com 
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Chris Wilson 07970 850258 chris@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Other contacts  

Police non-urgent reporting 101 dartmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

South Hams Cllr Helen Reeve 01548 821306 Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk 

South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 

SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 

Report problems to SHDC such 
as fly tipping and abandoned vehicles: 

 
www.southhams.gov.uk/article/65/Report-It 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 

Report problems on the highway to DCC such as 
potholes and flooding: 

new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/ 
report-a-problem 
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Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 

Then look no further! 
Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 

Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 

www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 

SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS 

 

Free delivery 
Quality firewood throughout the South Hams 

CHRIS  ~  079 122 869 17 
Tree & Hedge Care  ~  Garden Clearance 

 

 

Did you know… 

South Hams District Council 

fund a loan scheme for homeowners and landlords, for essential home repairs and improvements?  

For more information, visit www.wrcic.org.uk or call 01823 461099, 

Your local, not for profit lender working in partnership with South Hams District Council  

Wessex Resolutions CIC 
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU 

We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 

 

- Domestic Electrical - Solar PV Installations 
- Commercial & Agricultural Electrical - Solar PV Monitoring 
- Testing & Inspections - Solar PV Servicing 
- Home Automation - Solar Panel Cleaning 
- Fire & Security - Solar iBoost Installation 
- EV Charging - Solar Battery Storage 
- Electrical Heating 
- LED Lighting 

01548 550909  -  info@danielknightelectrical.com  -  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com 


