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Date Time Service 

Sunday 5th June 
Pentecost 

9.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) 

Sunday 12th June 
Trinity Sunday 

9.30 am 

3.00 pm 

Morning Worship 

Teddy Bears’ Parachute Jump (see below) 

Sunday 19th June 11.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) 

Sunday 26th June 9.30 am Morning Worship 

The services above are correct at time of going to press. Please see weekly pew sheet, gate notices or “A 
Church Near You” website for the latest information. We will also email any changes or additions to our 
mailing list – if you’re not on our mailing list and would like to be, please send an email saying “subscribe” 
with “Blackawton Church News” as the subject to chris.janman@gmail.com. 

Sunday 5th June from 12.30 pm  in Blackawton Churchard 

Join other Blackawton residents to celebrate Her Majesty the Queen's Platinum Jubilee with an 
informal bring and share lunch. It's a great chance for villagers new and old to celebrate together.  

What can I bring? Please bring one plate of easily shareable food (sweet or savoury) for the table, 
and your own drinks.   

Dressing in red, white and blue encouraged, crowns and tiaras optional ... 

Tables and chairs are provided, and some plates and cutlery. If wet, tables will be set up in the church. 

Any questions ring Rosie on 01548 521278. 

Good news for teddy bears! The teddy bears’ parachute jump from the church tower is back. Teddy 
bears – and other furry companions – bring your owner and your parachute along to the churchyard at 

3.00 pm on Sunday 12th June 

Only the official launcher will be allowed up the church tower – the teddies (and other soft toys) will be 
winched safely up the outside.  They will be launched one at a time, and there will be prizes for the 
best-looking parachute and for the slowest descent.  And tea afterwards!  All ages welcome. 
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 from Rev'd Alison Shaw

Sitting in the sun on Plymouth Hoe, munching a tasty sandwich, whilst waiting for my car to be serviced, 
it’s very hard to comprehend the confusion, cruelty and mayhem being experienced across the world, 
thinking especially of the continuing fighting in Ukraine. As I watch the pleasure craft crossing the Sound, 
listen to the water moving gently over the rocks, see the seagulls and pigeons soaring and swooping, I am 
reminded again of the privilege we have all been given to live in this peaceful and beautiful county of Devon. 

And I am so glad that some people, fleeing from the destruction of their homeland, have been able to come 
here too. I do hope we all make them feel welcome. Thank you for being such lovely communities. 

Every blessing.  

Vicar Rev'd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Frank Robinson 712249 

Churchwardens Kate Janman 712362  Lyn Robinson 712249 

 Chris Janman 712362    

 from Sandra Tope

We have listened to feedback and have decided to change our meeting times to 10.30 am. So if you ever 
fancied coming along but weren't able to make an evening or afternoon meeting now is the time for you! 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday June 15th in the Village Hall. Our speaker will be Tracy 
Johnson who will be making a felt flower, and no doubt we will be able to have a go ourselves. The 
competition will be a pincushion, and as usual there will be a bloom of the month. 

Last month was our Annual Meeting where the officers gave reports on the last year. Once Covid 
restrictions were lifted we were able to meet up again firstly at Gardentime and The Sportsmans Arms and 
then finally back in the hall. It was a relief to get back to normality and all our clubs started meeting as 
well. The committee have all volunteered to remain in post for another year.  

We are currently planning an outing to Clarks village in Somerset, the craft club are knitting teddy bears 
for the charity Zarach, the book club are reading The No 1 Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith, 
and the walking group's next excursion will be around Little Dartmouth.  

Several members attended the DFWI guided walk around Moretonhampstead last month. These walks are 
always very entertaining and enjoyable; the guides take you to parts of the town you probably wouldn't 
find on your own. The weather was good for the journey over the moors, so a good day had by all.  

We ran the cafe in the Village Hall for the Wormcharming event earlier this month. Thanks to all the 
members who helped, cooked or donated cakes/soup, and to everyone who came along and bought on the 
day. We sold out of just about everything and so were able to make a good donation to the Wormcharming 
committee. Here's to next year! 

New members are always welcomed, if you would like to chat before coming along to a meeting please call 
Christine on 712271 or Sandra on 712622. We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

  from Steve Thomas

A real challenge and a huge and memorable success 
The team hadn’t convened since early 2020. Some had moved on. Yet there were many new faces in the 
village – keen to get involved – although many had never experienced a Wormcharming event! Where 
were all the Wormcharming bits and pieces that we hadn’t seen since May 2019? Had the flags rotted? 
Where were all the gazebo poles? Could we make it happen? Of course we could – this is Blackawesome! 

 

Henry Richards' Dog Walking Service 
Tel: 07562 321233 or enquire at The Old Shop, 

Ruby House for rates and times. 
Blackawton village only 

(free for short-term unplanned emergency needs)  
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Thank you to my core team, for your commitment, ideas and hard work to make this event happen. 
Thanks too to the broader band of supporters who, year-after-year, make their own valuable contribution 
to Wormcharming (in ways too numerous to mention).  

And an added bonus ... after a decade at the helm, I’ve finally been relieved of my duties by Chris Oughton 
– a capable, enthusiastic and worthy successor. I leave the role on a high – after a hugely successful and 
memorable 2022 event and fond memories of the events over the past ten years. 

Another record year for charitable donations 
Wormcharming is not just a quirky and unique English competition and village fun day – it‘s also about 
raising money for the Devon Air Ambulance and other local good causes. After our last event in 2019, we 
announced that we’d set a new record – making donations totalling £3,700! This year, we’ve beaten that 
again – with an amazing £5,050! Here’s how the Wormcharming team agreed to allocate the available 
funds:    
Devon Air Ambulance Trust £3,000 
Blackawton Fireworks £300 
Blackawton Aid to Ukraine £300 
Blackawton Playing Fields Committee £300 
Dartmouth Caring £300 
Dartmouth Young Farmers £300 
Dartmouth Foodbank £150 
Kingsbridge Foodbank £150 
Prickles in a Pickle £100 
Water Vole Reintroduction River Gara £100 
Blackawton Beacon £50 
Thanks, once again, to all who contributed to our fundraising effort. 

And this year’s Wormcharming winners are: 
Adults The Pirates (30 worms) 
Under 11’s The Worm Raiders (27 worms) 

 from Diana Bardell

Another successful evening at The George Inn with auctioneer Ash presiding over a packed pub we raised 
£4472 for The Devon Air Ambulance and other local charities. Yes, 

Four thousand four hundred and seventy two pounds! 
A fantastic result! 

So a big thank you to all the local businesses and individuals who contributed lots: 

Gardentime ~ Collaford Wood ~ Falcon II ~ The George Inn ~The Venus Company 
Bigbury Golf Club ~ Dartmouth Spa ~ Green Compass Taxi ~ Floc of Kingsbridge 

The Sportsman’s Arms ~ Dartmouth Golf Club ~ Hattiers Rum ~ Bashford Trailers ~  Stone  Willow 
Nkuku ~ Coppertops ~ Michael Sutton’s Cellar ~ LoveFrankie ~ The Coombe Gallery 

And another big thank you to all those who came along and bid up hugely generous sums of money. 

  from Jon Smart

Greetings from Jon and the team at The George Inn. How can it be June already? Seems crazy how the 
year is flying, seems only yesterday we were welcoming in the new year. With summer approaching we are 
starting to be busier, we therefore advise reserving tables inside. Hopefully the weather will be kind to us 
and we can start using the garden and terrace more. Our opening times will remain the same although we 
will be reviewing Sundays for the summer months.  

Things to look forward to in June:  

Friday 3rd June  Queens Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea Party. Come and enjoy high tea in our garden. 
Tickets £20 to include Jubilee Gin Cocktail and high tea. Tickets available from The George Inn. 

Monday 13th June  Quiz night. Come and join in the fun, quiz master this month is Nick Smith. Booking 
is advisable.  

No Open Mic night this month as Scott is off to Poland to take well-needed aid for Ukrainian refugees - we 
have a collection pot in the pub, please support them. There will be a fundraising night coming up so watch 
this space.  
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We have a couple of private parties coming up to, please be aware that normal service may be affected, 
please check with us.  

You can contact us on 712342 or email info@thegeorgeblackawton.co.uk, or via social media. 

 

 
Whatever your age, enjoy free travel on the West Dart Bus to Dartmouth, Dittisham, Totnes and Newton 
Abbot. Save on fuel and parking, just sit back, relax and enjoy the ride. Great views, meet people and help 
save the planet! 

Timetable for June: 
Friday 3rd June Dartmouth via Dittisham 
Friday 17th June Dartmouth via Dittisham 
Wednesday 29th June Totnes and Newton Abbot via Dittisham 

Departing from Blackawton Bus Shelter at 9.30 am and arriving back at approximately 1.00 pm. We can 
pick up passengers living elsewhere in Blackawton Parish. 

Please book your seat in advance while travel is still free. For bookings or further information please 
call 07849 142455 or email info@ringandride.net.  

More drivers are always welcome. 

Your local contact is Claudia Benzies: 07712 210300. 

 from Helen Gray 

Shop opening times: 
Monday to Friday 8.30 am – 5.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

Telephone number 712157.  Email blackawtonshop@gmail.com 

Not Just a Village Shop! 
We are not just a volunteer-run shop and Post Office open seven days a week. Here are some of the other 
things we offer the community and ways we support local producers: 

• We have a Local Businesses information folder. We get asked for information about local trades and 
services every week, so we have started a business card folder which is kept on the counter. Please drop 
a card in and we will add your business to the folder. 

• We offer recycling for medical blister packs, disposable masks and more. Ask at the shop. 

• We receive fresh sourdough bread from The Almond Thief Bakery every Friday. No need to order but a 
good idea if you would like a loaf reserved for you on the day. 

• We offer cups of tea and coffee for £1.50 and have Wifi too. 

• We receive twice-weekly deliveries of fresh meat from Durrants butchers and can take orders in 
advance. Please allow at least three days for delivery. 

• We stock a range of gluten-free products including our very own Golden Bakes, made in Blackawton, 
and plant-based milks, cheeses and yoghurts. 

• We have an Ecover and Bio D refill station for all your cleaning needs. Cheaper than buying off the shelf, 
and reduces the demand for single-use plastic bottles. 

• We are always introducing new lines and seasonal offers. For the summer months we will be stocking a 
range of Heron Valley juices including Nettle Fizz, and Dartmouth Dairy ice cream tubs in individual 
and take-home sizes.  
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Our Basic Range 
Recently we have seen large increases in the price of the goods we buy. We are working hard to find ways 
to keep prices down and provide an affordable range of products for our customers. We have frozen the 
price of our white and wholemeal loaves and have kept dairy price increases to a minimum. We offer a 
choice across the shop, so look out for the Basic Range labels on our best value items next time you are in. 

Shop Raffle for June 
This month's raffle prize is a free MOT at Totnes Cross Garage worth £50. Enter for your chance to win! 
Just £1 per ticket. Proceeds this month towards maintaining the community shop.  

If you have a prize to donate, or know a local organisation who the shop might donate raffle proceeds 
to, please contact Helen at the shop. 

Community benefit  
We are a Community Benefit Organisation – owned by the community and run for its benefit. Any profit 
the shop makes must be put back into it, or put towards other community projects.  You can become a 
member of Blackawton Community Shop Association by buying a single share.  This gives you voting rights 
at the AGM and thus a say in what we do. (It doesn’t commit you to anything!) For more info, please email 
the shop at the address above.  We would love to have you on board! 

Celebrate the Platinum Jubilee this month with this well-priced Italian rosé. An 
elegant rosé with a cherry red colour and aromas of strawberries. The wine is clean 
with a crisp fruitiness and a lasting finish in the mouth. Just £6.00 per 75cl bottle. 

Sometimes we experience supply issues which result in a last minute change to our 
wine of the month. Apologies as this is beyond our control, but we always try to be 
ahead of the game! 

 from Laura Howell 

June events at the Village Hall  
Blackawton Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 7th at 7.30 pm. 
Blackawton WI Wednesday 15th at 10.30 am (new time). 
Screening of We the Power Friday 24th 5.30 pm  

Weekly classes 
Hartspace Hatha Yoga Class with Hannah Roberts (07951 079608) 
Tuesday 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th, 6.00 - 7.00 pm. 
Wednesday 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th, 9.00 - 10.15 am. 

Keep Fit Class with Antonia Bastin (tonibastin@live.co.uk or 07943 966988) 
Wednesday 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th, 6.00 - 7.00 pm. 

DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry (info@flaviacacace.com) 
Thursday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th. 6.00 - 6.50 pm. 
Saturday 11th, 18th and 25th, 9.00 - 10.00 am. 

Dance With Flavia (info@flaviacacace.com) 
Thursday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th, 7.00 - 8.00 pm. 

Booking the Village Hall  
The best way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the 
interactive calendar at the bottom of the page on the community website; the address is 
blackawtoncommunity.com/community-page/blackawton-village-hall. This page also gives an 
overview of our facilities as well as a link to the Conditions of Hire. All bookings require a security deposit. 

If you don't have internet access, please phone 07968 314653.  

Village Hall furniture, glasses, crockery and cutlery hire: details of what is available are on the hall 
website. Requests should be made to villagehall@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
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 from Simon Rake 

Catching up 
The Annual Parish Meeting on 17 May (fuller notes of which are given elsewhere in this edition) was a great 
opportunity to catch up with a lot of things that are going on in the parish. In many ways everything we 
heard confirmed what I think all of us already know: that we live in a vibrant, lively and caring community.  

This is something that deserves to be celebrated, but also needs to be nurtured and protected. It would be 
all too easy to become complacent about the continued existence of various groups and activities within 
our community; to think “maybe I’ll join in with that in the future”, only to find, when the future rolls 
around, that the activity in question has died a death. 

Fortunately, for the time being, all the groups that reported to the meeting are in pretty good health. But 
as I listened to their reports it became clear that all of them, to a greater or lesser degree, face three 
challenges: money, involvement and communication. 

Strangely, perhaps, money seems to be the least of these challenges. Most of the groups are adequately 
funded at present and where they are not there are often (fairly) easily accessible sources of grant funding 
to help support them. The only real exception was the exciting project to reintroduce water voles to the 
River Gara… look out for an opportunity to sponsor your very own vole in the near future! 

The issues of involvement and communication are harder nuts to crack. They are also challenges with 
which the Parish Council can sympathise, as we face them too. There are clearly no easy answers, but if 
anyone has any ideas about how we could improve either, please don’t be shy, let us know. Ultimately, and 
forgive the statement of the obvious, the question of involvement can only be solved by more people getting 
involved. This could mean you! Remember, getting involved is not a life-long commitment. If you try 
something and then decide it is not for you, everyone will understand if you decide to give it up. 

On a positive note, the meeting heard that after the impassioned plea in last month’s Beacon the Playing 
Fields Committee has enjoyed an influx of new support – thank you. 

So in conclusion, there is already lots to do in the community and if there is something (whether a one-off 
project or an ongoing activity) that you would like to add, then a large part of any necessary funding can 
probably be found. 

My closing thought is this: a number of the groups who presented were founded in the 1950s, around the 
time of the Queen’s accession to the throne that we are celebrating in this year’s platinum jubilee. Wouldn’t 
it be great if the groups we already have, and any new activities that start over the next few years, are still 
going in 70 years’ time? 

from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk

held on Tuesday 17th May 2022 at 7.30 pm. in Blackawton Village Hall 
This was a great meeting with representatives from most of Blackawton’s many community groups. I have 
summarised what was said and I’m not able to include details about members of the public. Please do get 
in contact if you want more information! 

Apart from the Chair’s opening and closing comments, the order of speakers was random (drawn from a 
teapot). 

Present: Councillors Rake (Chair), Coe, Curry, Mallyon, Ougton and Thomas were present, as were South 
Hams District Councillor Reeve, and A Thom (Clerk). There were 28 members of the public. 
Apologies: Councillor Mewes and Devon County Councillor Brazil. 

Chair’s Report – Looking Back 
Councillor Simon Rake outlined some of the work done by Blackawton Parish Council (BPC) over the past 
two years: BPC responded to the COVID-19 pandemic, has taken local action about climate and the 
environment (including changing how it manages grounds maintenance in the Cemetery and Churchyard), 
has worked to support the completion of the French Furze project and been delighted to welcome two new 
councillors who live at French Furze, has employed a Parish Lengthsman to clear buddle holes (road 
drainage), and replaced two gates in the Cemetery. 

Footpaths, Community Composting, Energy Saving Tips, and Energy Security 
Councillor Ruth Coe discussed how as Footpath Warden she is available to support you to communicate 
with Devon County Council about the maintenance and repair of the network of footpaths and bridleways 
throughout the parish.  
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She has been researching the feasibility of setting up a community composting system in Blackawton. She 
said that although garden waste collections have now restarted there is no guarantee they will always 
continue and there are considerable greenhouse gas emissions associated with taking garden waste to a 
processing site up country where it becomes a resource and returning it to South Hams – which could be 
avoided if Blackawton managed this operation itself. Councillor Coe is seeking feedback from the 
Blackawton community on whether there is a need for, and a willingness to participate in, a community 
composting scheme that would deal with Blackawton’s garden waste locally.  

Councillor Coe shared a few tips on the potential to save substantial energy and money by changing how 
we run our appliances. She also discussed community energy security and some possible actions which 
could be explored. She noted that wind turbine cost and technology has improved since it was last 
considered by Blackawton and also the support of energy efficient housing and insulation.  

Blackawton WI 
Blackawton WI is a friendly and active group. Activities include lunch club, book club, craft club, and 
monthly meetings with speakers. The WI welcomes ladies of any age. 

West Dart Bus  
The West Dart Bus is now part of the IDCTA [Ivybridge & District Community Transport Association]. It 
needs more volunteer drivers, and standby drivers for the School Bus. It currently runs two trips to 
Dartmouth each month and one trip to Newton Abbot per month. Trips are free. You need to book 24 
hours in advance. The Bus can be hired: £55 plus fuel. Please support your Bus! 

Dartmouth Young Farmers 
You don't have to be a farmer - anyone aged 10 to 28 can join. Young Farmers supports its members and 
the farming community. Activities include shearing, rock climbing, and bouldering, travel via exchange 
visits. They are active fundraisers. Young Farmers invites new members - especially over 18s. 

Bellringing at St Michael’s 
The bells of St Michael’s Church have been ringing since 1782. What the ringers would like to do now is to 
encourage new ringers in order to continue this very long tradition. Some of the bell ringers have done an 
Association of Ringing Teachers course so can provide structured training for learners. Bell ringing is a 
great social hobby, wonderful for body and soul. If you would like more information, please contact 
Councillor Allan Mallyon. 

Blackawton Primary School FOBS & BPS Forest School’s Habitat Homes Project 
Blackawton Primary School is going to work alongside Sustainable Blackawton on a project in June 2022 
to celebrate The Platinum Jubilee. All children at the school (from Nursery through to Year 6) will be 
involved in the project to create habitat homes for our local wildlife. Workshops will be run during the 
children’s Forest School sessions at school to make bird boxes, bat boxes, hedgehog homes or bug hotels, 
which will subsequently be put up in different locations in and around Blackawton village and primary 
school. This is a wonderful opportunity for the whole of the local community to come together to celebrate 
The Platinum Jubilee, at the same time as enabling the children at Blackawton Primary School to further 
their learning about the importance of protecting natural habitats and to help care for their local 
environment. 

Project to Reintroduce Water Voles to the River Gara 
A group is working together with those living near the Gara to reintroduce the water vole in the near future. 
The plan is to release 800 water voles at four sites over a two-year period. The project needs £27,000 
(£13,000 for the first tranche) and hopes to confirm a contract in September. The water vole used to be 
very common but now its numbers have declined by almost 90% and it is classified as endangered. As a 
keystone species water voles have a beneficial effect on the habitat and support other species.  

Community Shop 
The Community Shop has been in existence for 10 years now. It is a Community Benefit Society: owned 
by, run by, and for the benefit of the community. The Shop exists to meet community need. It proved its 
worth during COVID. It stocks basic items and more at reasonable value. It is increasing its focus on local 
suppliers.  

The Shop is run by a volunteer Management Committee of six people and one paid part-time Manager. It 
has 30 active volunteers, seven of which are trained to run the Post Office. The Shop welcomes new 
members! 

Phone Box “Jubilee” Restoration Project, Fibre to Premises Broadband Rollout to Rural 
Areas of the Parish & Worm Charming 
Councillor Steve Thomas describe the Platinum Jubilee project to renovate the phone box on Main Street. 
The Crest on the phone box will be detailed in a silver colour. Volunteers are welcome! The next phase will 
be to decide how to use the phone box! 
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Councillor Thomas has volunteered to be Blackawton’s Broadband Champion. Broadband roll out to rural 
communities is a government funded project – with fibre connection to premises. At this point only 135 of 
209 rural Blackawton residences are scheduled to receive fibre. To see if your property is included, go onto 
the Airband site and do a post code search [https://www.airband.co.uk/]. If the answer is no, he suggests 
that you register your interest and contact the South Hams District Council Officer for the project. He will 
work with SHDC to try and resolve.  

Worm Charming was a great success! The wash up meeting tomorrow will distribute the money raised to 
Devon Air Ambulance Trust and others. 

South Hams District Councillor Reeve 
SHDC Councillor Reeve reported on SHDC’s activities: The financial team continue to work extremely hard 
keeping the council finance stable and many COVID grants have continued to be paid out. Six extra Locality 
Officers were taken on in time for summer 2021 helping to keep an eye on our beaches, towns, carparks, 
dog and anti-social behaviour. Four extra Planning Officers were appointed to hopefully help with demand 
and enforcements have had a shake up and we are seeing improvements there. We also have an excellent 
housing team which work incredibly hard and do help many residents in need, this also includes those 
residents needing assistance in their homes with the likes of stair lifts etc. Waste has been a problem. 
Although the grey bins and recycling has settled, unfortunately brown bins are being missed, where the 
council apologises. Climate change and biodiversity has its own Officer helping to research ideas and hold 
meetings. A good fund has been put aside to assist with projects. There is also an Officer dealing with the 
internet coverage in the South Hams working with residents and Airband. Our Leisure Centres work hard 
as they try to reinstate their usage after coping with Covid and talks are in hand to put solar panels on their 
roofs. A housing crisis was declared in the South Hams and schemes have been put in place: from helping 
with deposits for those in social housing to buy, encouraging downsizing, and finding ways to build more 
affordable homes. I have supported good worthwhile projects with my locality fund in my Ward and have 
used some of my climate change fund. Consultation has been in place about climate change and 
biodiversity in our developments being included in the Joint Local Plan. 

Blackawton Parish Minutes Project 
During lockdown a project took place to digitise all the handwritten Council minutes, dating from the 
Council’s formation in 1894 until 1997 when they started to be kept digitally, and was fortunate to get offers 
of help from several parishioners. The team has nearly finished this very time-consuming job. The team 
lead commented they think they have all been struck by the changes, and even sometimes the lack of them, 
over time; we may still get complaints about road repairs and blocked buddle holes but the current council 
is much more business-like than that of 1894! We hope that, by the autumn, digital copies of all eight 
minute books, plus the vestry minutes which preceded them from 1880-1894, will be lodged with our 
Parish Clerk and also with the Devon Heritage Centre, so that they will be available to anyone who is 
interested. 

Councillor Chris Oughton - Why I joined the PC 
Councillor Chris Oughton discussed how he was motivated to volunteer help where he can and to be 
involved in the choices people make. He thanked those present, saying that we [the Parish Council] 
represent you and more. We want to listen to what you want. 

Village Hall 
The use of the Hall by the Parish for the Parish is free. There are problems with the roof trusses which will 
be replaced in the next three to four years and cost at least £50,000. There is the possibility of raising the 
roof and increasing the space available in the Hall at the same time. 

Transition Streets 
The possibility of implementing this concept in Blackawton was raised. 

Chair’s Report - Looking Forward 
Councillor Simon Rake comments that if you have a project and people, money is probably not going to be 
a problem. He discussed some of the projects BPC is taking forward: The renovation and reuse of the phone 
box on Main Street, the transfer of the community assets at French Furze and the transfer the business 
units, whether Blackawton residents want street lighting, a speed survey, whether Blackawton residents 
want the village speed limit reduced to 20 miles an hour and extended where the village has extended, the 
transfer of the Slapton Line Monument to Strete Gate and then its maintenance by the six named parishes. 
He commented that this is a diverse, enthusiastic, talented, and giving community. The PC is available to 
help, support, and guide if needed. 

The conclusion of the meeting was delayed by a final collection of news items: 

Look out for a new ‘Gardening for Wildlife’ booklet which has been written by local Sustainable groups and 
will soon be distributed to all homes in Blackawton. 
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Jubilee Lunch, Church, Sunday 5 June. Bring and share. Wear red, white, and blue clothing. 

Blackawton Playing Fields Committee - Now has an active Committee. Welcomes new members. 

Driving Supplies to Poland - A trip is leaving on 31 May but expects to repeat. 

And a post meeting note from BaSH (Blackawton and Strete History) - BaSH has extensive resources and 
money in the bank which could provide real opportunities for someone new! 

Celebration 
The formal meeting was followed by drinks and refreshments! 

from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk

Notes of a meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on Tuesday 10 May 2022 at 7.30 pm in Blackawton 
Village Hall. Complete minutes can be read at www.blackawtoncommunity.com or the parish noticeboard. 

Open Forum  
No matters raised. 

Present: Councillors Rake (Chair), Mewes (Vice-Chair), Coe, Mallyon, and Ougton were present, as were 
South Hams District Councillor Reeve, Devon County Councillor Brazil for his report, and A Thom (Clerk). 
There were no members of the public. 

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
Election of Chair 
Councillor Rake was unanimously re-elected as Chair.  

Election of Vice-Chairman 
Councillor Mewes was unanimously re-elected as Vice-Chair.  

Appointments to special areas of responsibility 
Councillor Coe’s re-appointment as Footpath Warden was confirmed. 
The roles of Health Representative, Snow Warden, and Tree Warden are vacant. 

Model Publication Scheme 
It was resolved to adopt the proposed updated Scheme.  

Review of Risk Assessment and Statement of Internal Controls 
The draft documents circulated were approved. 

Review BPC’s Delegations of Authority 
It was resolved to remove references contained in sections 5.1, 5.2 and 5.4 to COVID-19 and to convening 
a virtual consultation meeting in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972. 

Asset Register, Insurance Cover, Current Contracts and Subscriptions, & List of Policies 

These were noted. They had been listed in a separate document (see www.blackawtoncommunity.com). 
The Clerk noted that BPC will review in autumn whether to extend the current grounds maintenance 
contract.  

Annual authorisation of the Clerk’s base salary & Working from Home Allowance 
It was resolved to re-approve that the Clerk’s base salary will be paid on the last day of each month and be 
authorised annually in May of each year or when the national salary award is changed, and to continue 
payment £10 per month Working from Home Allowance. 

Training Requirements 
The Clerk was asked to book Councillor Rake onto Data Protection training.  

Ordinary Meetings of the Parish Council   
It was confirmed that ordinary meetings of the full council will continue to take place in the Village Hall 
on the first Tuesday of each month except August starting at 7.30 p.m. If the first Tuesday follows a Public 
Holiday Monday the parish council meeting will be held a week later.  

BPC’s Forward Plan  
BPC’s working document is on the community website. 

Monthly Meeting of Blackawton Parish Council 
Report from South Hams District Council Councillor 
51 guests from Ukraine are registered in the South Hams. Some children are on a waiting list to start School 
in September. Some brown bin collections are being missed. It is not likely a team will come to collect the 
next day so please take missed bins in again. SHDC is on the NextDoor social media platform 
(www.nextdoor.co.uk). 
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SHDC Officers agreed to install a dog waste bin at French Furze with s.106 funds. The Parish Council would 
be invoiced to empty the new bin. BPC asked for a map of existing dog waste bins so it can assess if they 
are all well located.   

Report from Devon County Council Councillor 
DCC Councillor Brazil reported on the project to move the Slapton Line Memorial to Strete Gate. The next 
step is for DCC to complete the planning application process.  

Councillor Brazil has proposed a motion to the full County Council to ban the use of neonicotinoids on all 
DCC land. The motion will go back to a full DCC meeting on 6 June. 

Councillor Brazil has attended a meeting about the delivery of Children’s Services in Devon. The new Head 
has been in place for about one year. The Services have been requiring improvement over ten years and 
slow to turn around. 

Councillor Brazil will follow up the speed survey requested by BPC.  

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations   
BPC agreed to support in principle the Sustainable Blackawton & Primary School Habitat Homes project 
and that it would administer grant payments. An application will be made to SHDC Cllr Reeve for a £500 
grant. 

Planning Applications 
SHDC Planning Notifications. The following decisions were noted: 
0227/22/PDM Barn at Dallacombe Farm Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AH. Application to determine if prior 

approval is required for a proposed change of use of agricultural building to 1No. 
dwellinghouse (Class C3) and associated operational development (Class Q (a +b)). 
Withdrawn. 

0322/22/HHO Higher Hutcherleigh Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AD. Householder application for extension 
to dwelling. Refusal. 

0873/21/ARC Shearstone Barn Blackawton Devon TQ9 7DG. Application for approval of details reserved 
by conditions 6, 8 and 9 of Planning Permission 1387/20/FUL. Discharge of 
Conditions - split decision. 

Review of New Applications  
1103/22/FUL Hutcherleigh Turn, Blackawton, Totnes. Agricultural building for storage. Support 

(proposed Councillor Rake, seconded Councillor Mallyon). 

0266/22/VAR Annexe 3, Shepleigh Cottage, Blackawton, TQ9 7AH. Application for variation of condition 
2 (approved plans) of planning consent 2506/19/HHO. Support (proposed Councillor 
Rake, seconded Councillor Mewes). 

Carbon Ambassadors Course  
The suggestion that BPC fund attendance (£89/two people) was considered. It was decided to defer a 
decision. The possibility of a Carbon Warden was raised.  

Environment Action Plan  
The Environment Action Plan had become unwieldy. It was agreed to stop using it and to focus on 
achievable opportunities. 

Finance 
Update on Current Financial Position. The 22/23 Receipts and Payments report and Bank 
Reconciliation were tabled. The transfer of accounts to Scribe accounting software is ongoing. 

Payments & Receipts. The following payments were authorised: 
Copper Tops, removal of fallen tree £810.00 
Scribe, Annual Fee Accounting & Cemetery software £446.40 
ICCM, Annual Fee £95.00 
Devon Association of Local Councils, Annual Fee £195.56 
Devon Association of Local Councils, 

Being a Good Councillor #1 & #2 £36.00 
Maintenance Contractor, First wall maintenance, 

bus shelter cleans, & maintenance jobs £676.00 
ARCCAS Grounds Maintenance: 

29/3/22 Churchyard Biodiversity Zone £360.00 
20/4 Churchyard Frequent £90.00 
6/4 Cemetery Green £18.00 
6/4, 20/4 Cemetery Frequent Yellow & Blue £204.00 

Local Council Administration Services, Internal Audit 21/22 £150.00 
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Westdown Farm, Hedge Cemetery £72.00 

Payments made since the previous meeting: the following payments were noted: 
Clerk, April PAYE & March Overtime £644.55 
HMRC, April PAYE £126.80 
Pension, April Pension £44.42 
ICO, Annual Fee by DD £35.00 

Receipts: The following receipts were noted: 
Resident, EROB and interment £250.00 
SHDC, Precept first instalment £8,750.00 

21/22 Internal Audit Report. The Auditor's report concludes that proper practices have been followed 
by Blackawton Parish Council. BPC is actively considering the recommendations made to further reduce 
risk.  

Internal Audit of Year Ending March 2023. It was resolved to approve re-appointment of Local 
Council Administration Services. 

Correspondence 
The following correspondence was noted, for information.  

• 11/4/22 Vistry Request for contacts regarding transfer of the MUGA and the Business Units 

• 15/4/22, SHDC, Drainage and other issues at French Furze 

• 20/4/22, SWW, Removal of sewage waste from Blackawton 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 7th June 2022 at 7.30 pm. You are most 
welcome to join the meeting and to raise any issues which may be of concern to you. 

 

There are Report It buttons on www.blackawtoncommunity.com to report problems to DCC (eg. highway 
issues such as potholes and flooding) and SHDC (eg. planning enforcement, missed waste collection, fly 
tipping, and abandoned vehicles). 

Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be dropped off at the Community Shop or at 1 The Cross, Park Lane. The 
deadline for the June edition is Tuesday 21st June. 

If you would like to make a donation, please put Beacon on the outside of the envelope and drop it off at 
the Shop, or put it in the Church's donation box beside the visitors book. Please note that cheques must be 
payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you. 

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Sol Curry 07941 103308 sol@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 alan@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Robin Mewes, Vice-chair 07733 097551 robin@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Chris Oughton 302487 chriso@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Parish Lengthsman, Mike Pearey 732628 

Other contacts  

Police non-urgent reporting 101 dartmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

or online at www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Dartmouth/Contact 

South Hams Cllr Helen Reeve 01548 821306 Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk 

South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 

SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 
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 from John Light 

Where friendliness matters above all else 
Our programme for June is as follows: 

June 8th Lunch Roger Hamilton The Amazing Bugatti Family 

June 22nd Coffee Paul Young History of the UK Fire Service 

Why not be our guest? Our Club is keen to attract new members. Come and join us and receive a warm 
welcome from our members. 

For more information please contact John Light on 834861 or email johnlight1@gmail.com. Or you 
can visit our website at www.stokeflemingprobus.wixsite.com/stokeflemingprobus. 

 

 

 from Sue Tweed 

Saturday 25th June 

Royal Avenue Gardens, Dartmouth 
Dart Art Day is the 18th annual art and craft event in aid of Children's Hospice South West, taking place 
this year on just one day – Saturday 25th June from 10 am to 4 pm. Previously run as the Dartmouth 
Art & Craft Weekend, the event this year will have the same wonderful atmosphere, with around 20 
artists and craft workers in their gazebos in Dartmouth’s Royal Avenue Gardens, with all their work 
available to buy. Along with all the stalls, there will be entertainment from a range of musical 
performers as well as teas, homemade cakes and cream teas in the tea hut, provided by 
Children’s Hospice volunteers and supporters.  

This event is an important fundraiser for Children’s Hospice South West to help the charity to continue 
to provide essential specialist care and support for over 500 families with life-limited children in the 
South West. For more information, contact Sue Tweed on 770730 or tweed833@btinternet.com. 

Making the most of short and precious lives ~ www.chsw.org.uk 

 from Jane Cumberlidge

Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th June, 1.30 to 5.30 pm 
Fourteen village gardens will be open in aid of Rowcroft Hospice, 
Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust and St James the Great, Slapton 

Entry map and plant market in the village hall 

Cream teas in the church 
Entry £5 (cash please), children free. Free parking, please car share if you can. 

 

 from Claudia Benzies

Cream Tea Concert 

Sunday 19th June, 3.00 pm 

Malborough Village Hall 
The Sprig of Thyme a cycle of folk song settings by John Rutter 
Broadway Medley Rodgers & Hammerstein 

Tickets, £10, include a cream tea and are available from Kingsbridge Information Centre or 
May Crimp 01548 842361 or Brigitte Haddy 01548 581465 or The Kinders 01548 810750. 
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Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 

Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 

www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 

 

Mason Accountancy 
Small Business Accountants 

 

Mason Accountancy specialises in providing personal accounting services to individuals, sole traders, 
partnerships and small local businesses.  We can take care of all your tax and statutory reporting 
obligations, so that you have time to concentrate on your business. 

Friendly & Professional Accounting 

Get in touch at: anne-marie@masonaccountancy.com 
07733 334797, www.masonaccountancy.com 

 

Gardening Services 
Local green-fingered friendly gardener offering a professional service for your 
gardening requirements. Reasonable rates. 

Small carpentry work 
also considered. 

Please ring 01803 302404 to talk about your needs 
Jaime 
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Helen Reeve 

Stanborough Farm B & B 
Halwell 
Totnes 

TQ9 7JQ 

01548 821306/07807 787327 
stanboroughfarm@hotmail.com 

Open all year round 
If you have friends or relations staying 
here why not join them for breakfast or 

an evening meal at the farm. 

 
Green Compass 

private hire 

ECO-CAB 
100% electric 

call Laura 07488 567705 

South Hams's first fully electric 
private hire company 
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Your friendly local Wine Merchant 

Buy online or visit our shop 
in Blackpool Valley 

Wines from £7.75 and many under £10 
Free local delivery or pre-order and collect. 

Visit our website, send an email 
or call 01803 770737 

#supportlocal - go on 
give our wines a try! 

Jonathan & Suzie Sutton 

www.michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 

wines@michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 
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Wednesday 1st 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 2nd 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Friday 3rd 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Sunday 5th  12.30 pm The Big Jubilee Lunch Churchyard 

Tuesday 7th 6.00 pm Hartspace Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Blackawton Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

Wednesday 8th 9.00 am Hartspace Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 9th 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Saturday 11th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 1.30 pm Slapton Open Gardens Slapton 

Sunday 12th 1.30 pm Slapton Open Gardens Slapton 

 3.00 pm Teddy Bears' parachute jump Churchyard 

Tuesday 14th 6.00 pm Hartspace Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

Wednesday 15th 9.00 am Hartspace Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 10.30 am Blackawton WI meeting Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 16th 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Friday 17th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Saturday 18th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

Sunday 19th  3.00 pm Stanborough Chorus concert Malborough Village Hall 

Tuesday 21st 11.55 am Mobile library Bus shelter 

 6.00 pm Hartspace Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

  Deadline for July Beacon  

Wednesday 22nd 9.00 am Hartspace Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 23rd 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Friday 24th 5.30 pm Screening of We the Power Village Hall 

Saturday 25th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 10.00 am CHSW Dart Art Day Royal Avenue Gardens, 
Dartmouth 

Tuesday 28th 6.00 pm Hartspace Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

Wednesday 29th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Totnes and Newton Abbot Bus shelter 

 9.00 am Hartspace Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 30th 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 
 


