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Blackawton Beacon
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published jointly by the Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council

 

 

 

Sustainable Blackawton 
 from Robin Mewes, James Perry, Sue Hadow, Jan Scott and others 
A few years ago Blackawton had an informal environmental group which aimed to raise awareness 
about sustainable issues and promote actions and projects that could support the long term 
sustainability of the Blackawton community. Recently a few of us met and suggested that it might be a 
suitable time to relaunch such a group as a community-led development. The idea has been brought to 
the Parish Council as well as to Blackawton School and it is hoped that many will support the initiative. 
Some of the proposals could be the establishment of a community woodland area, a community car 
sharing scheme and regular suggestions on how to reduce the carbon footprint.  
An informal meeting for anyone who is interested is arranged for: 

 

Wednesday 5th June at 7.00 pm 
in the Village Hall 

Please come along with any ideas you have and share the 
vision of growing Blackawton as a Sustainable Community 

Teddy Bears' Parachute Jump from Kate Janman 

 

Sunday 9th June at 2.30 pm 
Bring your friends, and all their teddies with their 
parachutes to church and watch them jump! And stay for 
a cup of tea afterwards.  
There will be prizes for the best-looking parachute and 
for the slowest (least fast?) descent. 

Don't miss this important event in 
Blackawton's social calendar! 

For more information ring Kate on 712362 

Cocktails on the Terrace from Katy Peters 

Saturday 15th June at 7.30 pm 
South View Cottage, next to the village shop 

Please bring your friends to our drinks evening. 
Tickets: purchase from the village shop, school office or 
Katy Peters, £10 each includes a cocktail made by our 
mixologist! Paid bar. 

In support of FOBS and Blackawton School  
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St Michael's Church 
Services for June 
Date Time Service 

Sunday 2nd June 9.30 am Family Communion 

Sunday 9th June 8.00 am Holy Communion (by extension) 

Sunday 16th June 11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 23rd June 9.30 am Morning Worship 

Sunday 30th June 11.00 am United Benefice Communion 
at St Andrew’s, East Allington 

From the registers 
Saturday 4th May Wedding of Sam Aylward and Hannah Morrow 
Wednesday 8th May Funeral of Peggy Holmes 

 

Christian Aid from Kate Janman 
The Jumble Sale made a magnificent £650 so far - with more 
to come in. Thank you very much to everyone who gave, 
bought or helped. 
The House-to-House collection is yet to be added up. If your 
envelope was not collected, or you would like to contribute - 
it's not too late. Please bring (labelled) money to 1 Castle 
Lane, or put it in the collection box at the back of the church. 

Thank you. 

Reader's Ramblings from Lyn and Frank Robinson 
We have decided that it is pretty difficult to give someone a hug when they are front of you on a flat screen 
but are actually 12,000 miles away. Modern technology is indeed incredible (I remember when to 
communicate with someone in Australia you had to book a very expensive telephone call) but the computer 
screen is a million miles away from reality – and we all need ‘real’ contact. 
We all love our children. We give them the best start in life we can and then, when they go, we send them 
off with our blessing. And that’s how it should be. Our Christianity is our rock. No one ever said that life 
for a Christian would be easy, a continuous bed of roses. But we are promised that we will never be asked 
to do anything we will not have the strength to do – we have a pretty powerful friend and ‘comforter’. We 
love all our children, we love Blackawton and the people in and around, we love our little church (although 
we would really love it to be a bit bigger!). We are a very lucky couple; if luck is the right word. 
In her book Becoming Michelle Obama says ‘My father, Frazer, taught me to work hard, laugh often, and 
keep my word. My mother, Marian, showed me how to think for myself and to use my voice. Together, in 

Request for volunteers from James Mussen 
The wooden parquet floor in St Michaels Church has become increasingly unstable and wobbly over 
the years, and we plan to take it up and re-lay it on a firmer base. This will be done in four separate 
sections and will involve removing and temporarily storing the pews that are on top of the area being 
repaired. 
For this we need some volunteers please! We will be removing the pews on the north side of the 
church on Sunday 30th June, commencing at 2.30 pm. Please give me a ring on 712260 or email 
me on mussen@lower-collaton-farm.co.uk to let me know if you can help. 
Hopefully many hands will make light work! Look forward to hearing from you. Many thanks. 

Church Fete 
Advanced warning: 
the Church Fete will be on 

Saturday 6th July at 2.30 pm 
at Melrose Cottage, Vicarage Road 
Thank you very much 
Charlotte and Tony! 
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our cramped apartment on the South Side of Chicago, they helped me see the value in our story, in my 
story ... Your story is what you have, what you will always have. It is something to own’. 
It was incredibly heart-warming to see on the news the story of Amar, the little Iraqi boy who was made a 
refugee 30 years ago, and the lovely lady who cared for him all that time. He said, ‘without a family, I am 
nothing’. His mother never gave up looking ... and now after all that time they are reunited. Let us hope 
and pray that we have helped our children to see the value in their story ... and perhaps even contributed 
just a little to the stories of those we meet. 
May God bless you all. 

Our church team 
Vicar Revd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Sally Green 712438
Churchwarden Kate Janman 712362  Frank Robinson 712249
    Lyn Robinson 712249

Village Life 
Wormcharming Dog Show from Carey Burton 
The winners of the Wormcharming Dog Show 2019 were: 

Class Handler Dog 
Fancy dress Eloise Darcy 
Best presented Lali Eski 
Best six legs Agatha Rum 
Excellent coat Pam  Poppy 
Wonderful ears Meredith Pippin 
Beautiful eyes Gill Lily 
Waggiest tail Felicity Lundy 
Best In Show: First Eloise Darcy 
 Second Meredith Pippin 
 Third Felicity Lundy 

Many thanks to our honorary judge, Linda from Dartmouth Pet Shop, assisted by Wendy.  Thanks also to 
David for all his help and to Henry, the dog-for-rent.  This year the Dog Show raised £96.00. 

Wormcharming Auction from Diana Bardell 
Once again a hugely successful evening with everyone packed into the George Inn (and a good 
introduction to the village for Jon and Jo, the new landlords). 
Ash worked really hard to keep everyone in order, and we raised the amazing sum of . . . 

£2,525.00 
Two thousand five hundred and twenty five pounds! 

A very big thank you to all the local businesses who supported the event: 
Gardentime Sharpham Winery Bigbury Golf Club  
LoveFrankie Totnes Collaford Wood Coombe Gallery 
Sleep Farm Nkuku The Venus Company 
Dartmouth Golf Club and Spa Devon Maintenance Services Aune Valley Cafe  
 Trisha Thomas Dartmouth The Sportsman’s Arms Coppertops 

and another big thank you to all of you who turned up on the night and bid so generously to raise money 
for the Devon Air Ambulance and other local causes. 

The George Inn from Jon Smart 
A quick hello from Jon and Jo at The George Inn. As you may, or may not, be aware we have recently taken 
the reigns of this lovely old boozer. 
After getting in two days before Wormcharming, we had what can only be described as a baptism of fire on 
the day, but we had a hoot, and it was a great chance to meet a lot of the colourful locals. 
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We are now getting our feet under the table and are slowly changing a few things in the pub to put our own 
stamp on it. Don’t be too worried though, we are just really freshening things up, so embrace the change I 
say! The one thing that won’t change is the warm welcome you receive from the bar staff Frin and Stacey. 
We have a new fresh, seasonal menu that we are slowly expanding on and will be fully up and running for 
Sunday roasts and everything in between by mid June. In the meantime, you can still come down and get 
some cracking food and you can also check out what else we have been up to around here.  
We are very excited to be part of this great little community and look forward to becoming an integral part 
of Blackawton life for years to come. I'll see you at the bar. 

The Home Library Service from Jerry Neville 

Bringing the library to your door 
The Royal Voluntary Service Charity provides a free service which delivers books to your door in the event 
that you are unable to get to your local library, for whatever reason, be it poor health or mobility or your 
having carer responsibilities – or even simply as it is wintertime.  The service is provided by volunteers; 
your local volunteer/coordinator, operating out of Dartmouth Library, is Jerry Neville on 712615.  
Alternatively you could call the library on 832502 and speak to a librarian there. 
Don’t be afraid to contact us; the service is there for you to use; just call us and we will visit and discuss 
your needs and bring and recover books/audio-books or whatever on a regular basis. 
Should you wish to become a volunteer to provide this service to others please simply call and we can 
meet and discuss; we do indeed need volunteers as well as readers.  Thanks. 

Sustainability tip of the month from Jan Scott 
Energy conservation is one of the most important things that can be done to reduce a carbon 
footprint.  Leaving electricals on standby needlessly uses up energy – hit the off switch and it's possible 
to see considerable improvements, most noticeably in reducing household energy bills! 

Blackawton WI  from Frances Wood 
May is the month we hold our annual meeting. The president Sarah Green agreed to stay an extra year as 
President, Frances Wood agreed to stay as secretary and Sandra Tope stayed on as treasurer. The secretary 
then read her report giving details of all our activities during the past year hardly a week goes by without 
an event or club taking place we are a busy group. Next the treasurer gave her financial report reporting 
the healthy state of our bank balance. Finally President Sarah Green thanked all members who had 
organised all these events during the past year. 
May is also the month we decide whether we will support the two final annual resolutions that go before 
the National Annual Meeting in Bournemouth. We unanimously agreed to support the “Rural bus 
services”, but gave our delegate discretion on “Don’t fear the smear”. 
We ended the evening with a glass of wine and nibbles and a fun quiz. 

Blackawton Community Choir from Chris Janman 

every Thursday 
7.45 pm in the Village Hall 

If you would like to sing with others please come along. We sing for fun – the 
music is very easy and no previous experience is necessary. Give it a try! 
For more information ring712362 or email chris.janman@gmail.com. 

West Dart Bus services from Tony Hemmings 
The West Dart Bus runs a regular service to nearby towns, as follows: 

Dartmouth every Friday at 10.15 am. 
Newton Abbot last Wednesday of the month at 9.50 am. 
For the Newton Abbot trip you need to book in advance; please ring Tony on 07512 433789, or 
email him at tony.westdartbus@outlook.com. Or contact the office on 01752 690444 or email 
info@ringandride.net. 
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Village Hall 
 from Adrian Kyte 
June events at the Village Hall 
Parish Council meeting 
Tuesday 4th at 7.30 pm. 
Sustainable Blackawton 
Wednesday 5th from 7.00 pm.  
Private event Event parking only 
Sunday 9th all day 
Whist and euchre drives Event parking only 
Monday 10th at 7.30 pm. 
Parish Council - councillor co-option meeting 
Tuesday 11th at 07.30 pm.  
Private event Event parking only 
Friday 14th through to Sunday 16th, all day 
WI Event parking only 
Wednesday 19th at 7.30 pm. 
Private event Event parking only 
Friday 28th and Saturday 29th, all day 
Community Choir 
Thursdays 7.45 - 9.30 pm. This month that's 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th. 
Yoga Classes 
Thursdays 6.00 – 7.30 pm. This month that's 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th. 
Please contact Rachel Trevallion on 075825 580518 or email rachel@yogaforbodyandsoul.com, 
website: www.yogaforbodyandsoul.com, Facebook: @yoga4bodyandsoul, for details or drop in at the very 
start of one of the sessions. 

Village Hall parking 
Sometimes users of the Village Hall (VH) find that there are vehicles already parked in the VH car park. 
Officially only vehicles belonging to hall users, allotment users or tennis court users should be parked in 
the car park but the VH is a community resource and parking in the village is a problem. To avoid problems 
a notice will be displayed in the cabinet by the VH main entrance with a list of events identifying those that 
need the car park. If you are one of the people who habitually or occasionally park in the car park please 
check the notice and park elsewhere on the occasions when the car park is needed for hall users. 

Booking the Village Hall 
The easiest way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the 
internet. There are two easy ways to check availability or make a provisional booking: 
1. Enter http://www.hallmaster.co.uk/ViewRoomDiary.aspx?roomId=81 in the address bar of your 

Internet browser and press ‘Enter’. 
2. Via Facebook (www.facebook.com); search for “Blackawton Village Hall” then click on ‘Book Now’. 
Either method should take you directly to the booking website. Use the ‘Next >>’ and ‘<<Previous’ buttons 
to get to the month required then if the hall is not already booked click the ‘+’ sign on the day you want 
then add the details for your event to create a provisional booking. You will receive an email within a couple 
of days with an invoice and a booking form, provisional bookings only become confirmed bookings after 
the deposit is paid which should be within 2 weeks of the invoice date. The above are the preferred methods 
for booking the hall but if you don't have internet access please phone 712159. 

Village Hall Furniture 
If there are no bookings that need the VH furniture it can sometimes be borrowed in return for an agreed 
donation and deposit but only by prior arrangement. A member of the committee should be present 
both when the furniture is taken and returned. Donation and deposit must be paid before any furniture is 
removed from the hall. A list of who is on the VH committee, along with contact details, is posted on the 
notice board next to the main entrance door. 
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Community Shop 
 from Kate Purver 

A reminder that you can order fresh meat from us: put in your order before 
1.00 pm to get it the following day. 
And that if you never got around to subscribing to the 100 Club, you still 
can; tickets now £10, to cover the rest of this year.   
April draw winners were: Tony Everett £15 
 Arthur Eden £10 
 Vera Ekers £5 
May draw winners are: Tony Everett and Charlotte Massey £15 
 Helen Lindsay £10 
 Rosie Stevens £5 

Shop opening times 
Monday to Friday 8.00 am – 6.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

The shop's telephone number is 712157. See you in the shop soon! 

Parish Council 
 from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 

Notes of the monthly meeting of Blackawton Parish Council 
Held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 14th May 2019 in Blackawton Village Hall 
Full minutes are on the website www.blackawtoncommunity.com and on the noticeboard outside 
The George Inn. 
Present: Cllrs Rake (Chairman), Mewes (Vice-Chairman), Coe, Mallyon, Perry, Thomas, were present as 
were A Thom (Clerk) and Devon County Cllr Brazil for his report. South Hams District Cllr Reeve was not 
able to attend because of a conflicting meeting. 

Open Forum 
Parking in The Grove. A member of the public raised a parking problem in The Grove with a vehicle 
parking so that it blocks the footpath to disabled users’ access. It was agreed that DCC would be asked for 
assistance including a 'No Parking, Disabled Access' sign and Cllr Rake will discuss the issue with residents. 

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
Election of Chairman 
Cllr Rake was re-elected unanimously and unopposed to hold the office of Chairman. 

Election of Vice-Chairman 
Cllr Mewes was elected unanimously and unopposed to hold the office of Vice-Chairman. 

Appointments to special areas of responsibility 
The existing role holders for Snow Warden, Health Representative, Tree Warden, and Footpath Warden 
will all continue in the role. 

Asset register 
The current asset register was noted. 

2019/20 Insurance cover  
Year three of three year agreement, ends 3 May 2020. 
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Current contracts and agreements 
 Blackawton churchyard and cemetery grounds maintenance agreement - three year agreement ends 

31 June 2021 
 Churchyard wall maintenance - third year of three year agreement 
 Community Website – annual support fee, no long-term agreement 
 EasySpace domain annual fee for service from 6/11/19 paid 7/10/19. 
 Clerk - ongoing 
 Internal Auditor – second year of three year agreement 

Annual subscriptions 
 DALC: £173.91, current invoice 
 Information Commissioner's Office: £35.00 paid April 2019, compulsory 
 ICCM: £95, current invoice 
 Devon Communities Together: £50 paid February 2019 

Review of Risk Assessment and Statement of Internal Controls 
The documents were approved. 
Cllr Perry will lead a list of emergency contacts. The idea of offering to establish a list of vulnerable people 
was raised – possibly using a buddy system. An electronic copy of the cemetery records will be produced. 
The Clerk and Cllr Mallyon will walk around and inspect all BPC’s assets. 

Current procedures and schedule review/preparation 
 Financial Regulations - adopted 6/2/18 
 Code of Conduct – adopted 5/2/13, updated 4/9/18 
 Publication Scheme – adopted 4/9/18. 
 Standing Orders - adopted 1/5/18 
 Information Security Policy - adopted 12/5/15. Will be reviewed. 
 Consent Form, Privacy Policy, and Record Retention and Disposal Procedures approved 6/11/18 
 General Privacy Notice & Role Holders Privacy Notice approved 6/18 
 Complaints Procedure and Grant Policy. Will be prepared. 

Ordinary meetings of the Parish Council 
Ordinary meetings of the full council will continue to take place at 7:30 pm on the first Tuesday of every 
month excluding August, and a week later if the first Tuesday follows a public holiday. 

Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
Report from District Councillor 
Deferred in the absence of Cllr Reeve. 

Report from County Councillor 
DCC has been in purdah for the Local Elections so not much to report. SHDC has its first full meeting of 
the new Council this week and DCC has one next week. Some work is being done to improve the surface of 
the back roads for the Slapton Line such as improvements to passing places. 

Planning Issues 
SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals 
0073/19/FUL Lower Dimes Barn At SX815508 TQ9 7DA. Demolition of existing barn. Construction of 

new dwelling house on the same footprint as existing. Conditional approval. 
0263/19/FUL Blacksmiths Cottage adj. Woodcott Woodford Blackawton TQ9 7AA. Conversion of 

building to dwelling. Conditional approval. 
1097/19/ARC West Dreyton Farm Blackawton TQ9 7DJ. Application for approval of details reserved by 

condition 3 of planning consent 0481/16/FUL. Discharge of condition approved.  
0416/19/PDM Barn At SX811524 Dreyton Cross Dartmouth TQ9 7DQ. Notification for prior approval for 

proposed change of use of agricultural building to dwellinghouse (Class C3) and for 
associated operational development (Class Q(a+b)). Prior approval given. 

Review of New Applications  
0969/19/VAR Development At SX80745071, Greenslade Road, Blackawton, TQ9 7BP. Variation of 

condition 2 (approved plans) following grant of planning consent 1972/17/FUL 
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(Application for erection of four dwellings (resubmission of 3442/16/FUL)) for revised 
field access and boundary fence and hedge. Support.  

0318/19/HHO Abbotscot Blackawton TQ9 7AF. Readvertisement (Revised plans received) Householder 
application for extension to dwelling. Support. 

1027/19/NMM Town Farm School Lane Blackawton TQ9 7BE. Non-Material amendment on approved 
application 0318/18/VAR. Object. 

1052/19/ARC Land at SX806521 West Hartley Blackawton. Application for approval of details reserved 
by conditions 6, 7 & 9 of planning consent 1381/18/ARM. Support. 

French Furze business units 
Councillors will circulate proposed registration documents for a Community Interest Company and meet 
with SHDC to confirm the CIC is acceptable as the Managing Body for the units. A professional review of 
documents will be arranged if it is considered that is required. The Clerk was delegated authority to decide 
to go ahead and register the CIC.  
Cllr Rake will obtain an assessment of the estimated construction costs for the final three business units 
given by Linden Homes. The Clerk will request that the layout of the units’ central kitchen is changed to 
replace the washing machine with a cupboard and to swap its location with the dishwasher.  
Regarding the Deed of Variation required to the Town Farm S106, Blackawton Parish Council requests 
that community car park is transferred to Blackawton Parish Council for the purpose of parking and drop 
off to be managed at BPC’s discretion.  

Bus shelters at Woodlands 
BPC is waiting on a second estimate of costs to build the shelters locally. Using current information there 
are insufficient funds to complete the project. 

Removal of second hedge from the cemetery 
The quote from BPC’s Cemetery maintenance contractor for the project was accepted. 

New councillors course 
It was agreed that Cllrs Perry and Mewes could attend a new councillors course. 

Councillors’ email addresses 
Remaining Cllrs will set up their new email addresses as soon as possible. 

Co-option of a new councillor 
BPC has one vacancy for a Councillor. It would like to appoint a new councillor immediately before the 
next meeting of the Parish Council on 4 June. 

Finance 
Update on current financial position 
The report showed a total balance of £61,212.68 and unearmarked reserves of £13,724.64. 
Payments made 

DALC, 2019 20 membership £173.91 
ICCM, annual subscription £95.00 
Clerk, April salary and pension, March overtime £539.23 
HMRC, April PAYE £30.40 
Grounds maintenance contractor, cemetery and churchyard April £210.00 
Churchyard wall maintenance contractor, first wall clearance £600.00 
Blackawton Village Hall, hire 11/06/2019 £10.00 
Internal Auditor, 2018 19 internal audit £162.15 
Clerk, CE13 expenses reimbursement £32.69 

Payments received 
SHDC, precept and council tax support grant £7,467.50 
Lloyds, bank interest £2.16 
DPC/SHDC, 2016/17 TAP drainage £340.00 

2018-19 Internal audit 
The audit concluded that Blackawton Parish Council has effective systems of internal control in place 
which, as a result, supports the lowering of risk to the Council. BPC is addressing all of the very few 
recommendations provided to support future risk and internal control management.  
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The AGAR 2018/19 Part 2 Certificate of Exemption. 
BPC resolved that meets the criteria for 2018/19 and wishes to be an exempt authority, not subject to a 
limited assurance review, for 2018/19 and signed the Certificate. 
P3 Works arranged by DCC 
BPC agreed to use its P3 reserve funds to pay for P3 works arranged by DCC, retaining £200 for works it 
might want to carry out during the year. 
Water butt in the Blackawton Cemetery 
BPC agreed to pay for replacement plumbing connections with an approximate cost £30. 
Financial regulations 
The regulations will be updated to require that a £1 test transfer will be sent where possible for electronic 
payments of £100 or more, and to check and sign payment documents at the end of a meeting. 
Parish basic allowance 
BPC approved the payment of Councillor allowances of £120 in 2019-20. 

Correspondence 
 Invitation to the Chairman from Dartmouth Town Council to a D Day Commemoration Service. 
 25/4/19 Missed waste collection – The Chairman liaised with SHDC. 

Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
A car shell on Greenslade Road is being removed. Cllr Rake will follow up. Cllr Mewes continues to 
negotiate to purchase land on Greenslade Road. Sustainable Blackawton is reconstituting. The 
development of an Environment Policy will be on BPC’s June Agenda. There are two blocked drains on 
Main Street. Vehicles are causing damage to hedges and banks in the Parish. Cllr Rake has signposted 
residents who were experience missed waste disposal to SHDC. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 21st May 2019 in Blackawton Village Hall 
Present: Cllrs Rake (Chairman), Mallyon, Perry, Thomas, South Hams District Cllr Reeve and County 
Cllr Brazil were present as were A Thom (Clerk) and eleven members of the public. 

Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Rake reported that after the Local Elections this is a new Council. He thanked the Councillors for all 
of their hard work. Cllr Lorien Joyce has left after one term and Sam Lewis-Davis after two. Cllr Rake 
welcomed new Parish Councillor Robin Mewes and also new South Hams District Councillor Helen Reeve. 
BPC’s work over the last year has been dominated by the French Furze project. The build is underway. It 
has had some negative effects with increased traffic, disruption and water run-off from the site - which the 
PC has liaised with Linden Homes to mitigate. It is good that people have started to move in. The 
arrangements for adoption of the new toddler play area for parents and young children is nearly finalised. 
BPC will take on the new parking area. It will be used for pick up and drop off which will hopefully alleviate 
some of the traffic which has been a problem in the village. The business units are out of the ground. BPC 
has discussed specifications for the units with Linden Homes and in parallel is getting ready to set up a 
Community Interest Company to which the ownership of the first five units can be transferred. The units 
will generate an income stream which can be used for local projects. Cllr Rake encouraged people to think 
about projects where surplus funds will be spent – perhaps one big project, or many small ones 
Looking ahead, BPC has started work on creating a list of emergency contacts which will be lead by Cllr 
Jack Parry. The idea is also being floated of creating a list of vulnerable people to which people can add 
themselves so that we can make sure they are all-right in an emergency. 
The Community Shop’s move and the installation of the defibrillator are very positive steps. Cllr Rake 
thanked everybody who made both those projects possible.  

South Hams District Councillor Helen Reeve 
Cllr Reeve read some achievements reported in SHDC’s Annual Report: 
 Collected 2.7m tonnes of household waste 
 Inspected 2,100 play parks 
 Completed 2,433 planning applications 
 Carried out 486 food inspections 
 Awarded £253,000 in Community Grant Funding 
 Supported 92 events 
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 Carried out 567 planning enforcement investigations 
 Helped to deliver 69 affordable homes 
 Picked up 53 fly tips 
 Awarded £540,600 in Disabled Facilities Grants 
 Collected 171 abandoned vehicles 
 Prevented 520 households becoming homeless 
The Council has produced a useful brochure which explains how Council Tax is spent and which authority 
is responsible for each service. 

Devon County Councillor Julian Brazil 
SHDC has outsourced waste services to FCC. There is a service level agreement. Please report if there are 
any issues. In future all recyclables will be collected in one container and hand sorted on the street. 
DCC has increased its component of Council Tax to provide extra money for adult social care. The situation 
is still desperate. It can be very hard to find carers in rural areas. Please tell Cllr Brazil know if there are 
issues and he will try to fix them. Education is under massive financial strain. Class sizes and the number 
of exclusions have increased. 50% of excluded people end up in the criminal justice system. There is never 
enough money for roads – however the Westminster government sometimes allocates extra windfall 
money in the budget and this is used for extra work. DCC has a very good interactive website which can be 
used to report issues. The Clerk said that there will be ‘Report It’ red buttons on the community website – 
bottom right hand side of the home page – which can be used to report to DCC and to SHDC. 
In future garden and food waste collections will be separated – the food waste container will be 3-4 times 
the current size and collected weekly. The current plastic sacks will be replaced. 

Sustainable Blackawton 
The group was originally set up in 2008 but has not been active in recent years. It is being reactivated with 
a view to working on local tangible issues. There is an informal meeting – open to all – on Wednesday 5th 
June at 7.00 pm. 

Street lighting 
The possibility of removing the street lighting was raised at the Community Day in 2016. A show of hands 
by those present showed removal was supported by the majority of those present. BPC is making enquires 
with DCC. DCC’s policy is to change the current sodium lights to LED and to turn lights off overnight – for 
five hours, going off at 1:30 or 12:30 depending on if we have daylight saving. 

Informal reports from community groups 
Allotments 
More people are needed. About half the area has been grassed over. 
Village Hall 
More use would be good – it is available most weekends. Come to the events! 
BADS 
Five people were at the AGM two nights ago. If people have ideas for a project come forward – BADS has 
money which could be used to support new projects. 
Oil Buying Group 
The group orders £35-40,000 litres. Four deliveries each year. 
West Dart Bus 
The Bus goes to Dartmouth every Friday. It is about 25% full. £2 or free to those with a bus pass. 
Community Shop 
The turnover has increased and it may be in profit – the accounts are currently with the accountant. More 
volunteers are always needed. Suggestions for stock are welcome. Quotes are being obtained to break up 
and take away the portakabin. 
Wormcharming 
Wormcharming had a pretty good year – 64 teams and it was a good whole village day. It has widespread 
interest – it is in a Financial Times article on festivals this weekend, a person contacted from France for 
photos, and Steve has just done an interview in Russian. Wormcharming expects to donate over three 
thousand pounds to local causes, including Devon Air Ambulance, this year. 
Young Farmers 
Its Ball at Collaton raised £17,000 for charity. The local group won an award for the group with the most 
money given to charitable causes. 
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WI 
Continues to be active and welcomes members of every age. 
The Parish Council’s next meeting will be on Tuesday 4th June 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. 
You are most welcome to attend and to raise any issues which may be of concern to you. 

Council contacts 

 

the Wider Community 
Children’s Hospice South West from Sue Tweed 

The 16th Dartmouth Art & Craft Weekend 
Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th June, 10.00 am - 4.00 pm daily 

Royal Avenue Gardens, Dartmouth 

⁂   ⁂   ⁂   Bigger and better than ever!   ⁂   ⁂   ⁂ 
There’ll be 48 artists and crafters, lots of brilliant music including the Dashing Devon Dukes, our local 
children playing ukuleles and guitars, the Nautibuoys, Dartmouth Rock, belly dancers, jazz and folk!  Also, 
children’s arty activities and teas, homemade cakes and snacks provided by CHSW volunteers and 
supporters. All pitches now sold. 
For further information, contact Sue at tweed833@btinternet.com or Sarah on 722340. 

  

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 tgiblackawton@yahoo.co.uk 
Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 amallyon1@gmail.com 
Cllr Robin Mewes, Vice-chair 07733 097551 robin@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Jack Perry 07890 898164 jack@westdownfarm.plus.com 
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Other contacts  
Police non-urgent reporting 101 
South Hams Cllr Helen Reeve 01548 821306 Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk 
South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 
SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 
Report problems to SHDC such 
as fly tipping and abandoned vehicles: 

 
www.southhams.gov.uk/article/65/Report-It 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 

Report problems on the highway 
to DCC such as potholes and flooding: 

new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/ 
report-a-problem 

Charitable Ladies from Sue Tweed

Stoke Fleming Charitable Ladies meet on the 1st 
Wednesday of each month to organise local 
fundraising events. The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 5th June at 2.30 pm in Stoke  
Fleming Village Hall. New members are most 
welcome. 
Email tweed833@btinternet.com or ring 
770730 for more information. 

Probus Club from John Light

Where friendliness matters above all else 
Our aim is to socialise in a congenial relaxed 
atmosphere in the company of other men who are 
retired or semi-retired. 
For more information contact me on 834861 or 
go to www.stokeflemingprobus.wixsite.com/ 
stokeflemingprobus. 

 



Blackawton Beacon June 2019 page 12 of 15 

Advertisements 

  

 

 

Did you know… 
South Hams District Council 

fund a loan scheme for homeowners, for essential home repairs and improvements?  
For more information, visit www.wrcic.org.uk or call 01823 461099, 

or email enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 
Your local, not for profit lender working in partnership with South Hams District Council  

Wessex Resolutions CIC 
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU 

 

PORK FOR SALE

Fill up your freezer with ½ a pig, delivered to your 
door. Approx 30kg of meat, including boned and rolled 
legs and shoulder for you to cut to size, chops, belly 
pork and sausages for £100, or for an extra £10, have it 
vacuum packed, ready to put straight into the freezer. 

Our Large White pigs are fed on whey from Ticklemore 
Cheese, producing moist, succulent meat. 

For any questions, or to order, please contact 
Nigel or Sandra Tope on 01803 712622/07870 
119367 or email sandrafiona.st@gmail.com.

Local Personal Assistant/Carer 
I am a fully insured self-employed Personal 
Assistant/Carer. I live in Blackawton and have 
over 10 years of experience as a carer in the 
community. 

I can provide personal care, welfare visits, 
shopping, cleaning and domestic support to 
enable people to be as independent as possible. 

References available on request. 

Please call Judi for a friendly chat and any 
enquiries on 07961 680405. 

We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 
‐ Domestic Electrical  ‐ Solar PV Installations 
‐ Commercial & Agricultural Electrical  ‐ Solar PV Monitoring 
‐ Testing & Inspections  ‐ Solar PV Servicing 
‐ Home Automation  ‐ Solar Panel Cleaning 
‐ Fire & Security  ‐ Solar iBoost Installation 
‐ EV Charging  ‐ Solar Battery Storage 
‐ Electrical Heating 
‐ LED Lighting 

01548 550909  ‐  info@danielknightelectrical.com  ‐  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com
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Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 
Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 
www.knowletreeservices.co.uk

Yoga for Body and Soul 
with Rachel

Wednesdays 9.30 – 11.00 am 
 Harbour House, 

Kingsbridge 

 12.00 – 1.30 pm 
 The Flavel, Dartmouth 

Thursdays 6.00 – 7.30 pm 
 Blackawton Village Hall 
No Tuesday classes from March 

First group class half price! 
then £11 drop in or 4 for £36 
Come along, de-stress, de-tox 
and feel good! 

Private sessions and massage also 
available by appointment 

To book please ring 07825 580518 or 
email rachel@yogaforbodyandsoul.com 

www.yogaforbodyandsoul.com
Facebook: @yoga4bodyandsoul 
Instagram: @yoga.bodyandsoul 

Welcome to 

Happy Days 
Cleaning Services 
with over 40 years cleaning 

experience we do all aspects of 
domestic work. 

Our rates are very competitive 
and negotiable. 

If anyone is interested in our services please 
leave a message on 07428 719470 and 
Deb or Alan will return the call as soon as 
possible. 

We pride ourselves on giving
the best attention at all times.
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NEW HOMES AVAILABLE NOW! 
Linden Homes are building a beautiful range of 2 and 3 
bedroom bungalows and 2, 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes. 
Stunning 4 bedroom show home now open. 
All enquiries to 01803 700638 
Lindenhomes.co.uk/blackawton 
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from the Editor 
Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be dropped off at the Community Shop, the George Inn or at 1 The Cross, Park 
Lane. The deadline for contributions to the July edition is Saturday 22nd June. 
The Beacon is printed by volunteers using the printer in the church. We need to pay for the paper and 
printing costs, and make a contribution towards replacing the printer when it wears out. Some of this cost 
is covered by our advertisements, but we need more. Please donate if you can. Put Beacon on the 
outside of the envelope and drop it off at the Shop, or the George Inn, or the church's donation box beside 
the visitors book. Please note that cheques must be payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you. 

Andrew Morrow 

Parish Diary 
June 2019 
Tuesday 4th 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall 

Wednesday 5th 7.00 pm Sustainable Blackawton Village Hall 

Thursday 6th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.45 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 7th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Sunday 9th 2.30 pm Teddy Bears' Parachute Jump Church 

Monday 10th 7.30 pm Whist and Euchre Village Hall 

Tuesday 11th 11.55 am Mobile Library War memorial 

 7.30 pm Parish Council - councillor co-option meeting Village Hall 

Thursday 13th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.45 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 14th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Saturday 15th 7.30 pm Cocktails on the Terrace South View Cottage 

Wednesday 19th 7.30 pm WI meeting Village Hall 

Thursday 20th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.45 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 21st 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Saturday 22nd  Beacon deadline for the June edition  

Wednesday 26th 9.50 am West Dart Bus to Newton Abbot – ring 712375 or 07776 432309 to book 

Thursday 27th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.45 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 28th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Saturday 29th 
Sunday 30th   

10.00 am CHSW Dartmouth Art & Craft Weekend Royal Avenue 
Gardens, Dartmouth 

July 2019 
Saturday 6th 2.30 pm Church Fete Melrose Cottage 

 


