
Blackawton Beacon July 2021 page 1 of 12 

 

 

 

will - we hope - be held at 

Fig Tree, Vicarage Road 

Saturday 24th July at 2.30 pm 
(This is a later date than previously announced) 

We shall have to wait for further instructions, but we are hoping 
to hold the usual fête - outside in the fresh air, with plenty of 
space. All being well, there will be stalls (cakes, books, plants, 
bric-a-brac etc), refreshments and games for all ages. 

This is a chance to see people in a safe environment, 
and for us to fundraise. Please come along! 

enquiries: Kate Janman 712362 

Come learn to dance and get fit 

with Strictly Come Dancing Champion Flavia 
I will be starting a regular DanceHiiT class open to all at the Blackawton village 
hall. DanceHiiT is a mix of dance moves from the Latin dances and fundamental 
exercises combined in short intervals to music. 

Starting Thursday 16th September 6.00 pm till 6.50 pm 

I will also be starting a regular Dance with Flavia class for couples. Aimed at 
beginners, you will learn the basics of your favourite Saturday night dances like the 
waltz, cha cha, salsa, social foxtrot, quickstep and many more. 

Starting Thursday 16th September 7.00 pm till 8.00 pm 

If Covid restrictions are still in place there will be limited spaces. To book your place 
email info@flaviacacace.com. 

I am also available for private tuition for singles or couples in dance and fitness. 
Email info@flaviacacace.com if you are interested. 

We have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor – become part of our team! 

Joining Blackawton Parish Council gives you an opportunity to make a real difference to your community. 

Please visit www.blackawtoncommunity.com, or talk to any of the Councillors or the Clerk, for more 

information. If you are 18 or older and live or work in Blackawton we want to hear from you! 

Applications close 6th September 2021. 
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Date Time Service 

Sunday 4th July 9.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) 

Sunday 11th July 
Sea Sunday 

9.30 am Morning Worship 

Sunday 18th July 11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 25th July 9.30 am Morning Worship 

The services above are correct at time of going to press. Please see weekly pew sheet, gate notices or “A 
Church Near You” website for the latest information. 

The Church is open during the day for private prayer – please read the information and instructions on 
the notice on the main door (also on the table just inside the door). 

There will be a confirmation service at East Allington in December. If you would like to find out more, 

please contact the Vicar. 

 from Andrea Scott

Thank you to everyone who has supported and donated to the mini Foodbank in 
the church porch over the last few months. As lockdown is now coming to an end 
(we hope) and things are getting back towards normal, the Foodbank here will 
close at the end of June. 

Kingsbridge and Dartmouth Foodbanks are of course still operating, so do please 
contact them if you need help. Kingsbridge would be able to deliver to you and has 
fruit and veg and all sorts. Tel 07593 881633. Dartmouth is operating from 
Townstal and would be able to help too. Tel 07925 120024. 

 from Rev'd Alison Shaw

As I sit down to write, it is with the expectation that the Prime Minster will announce a delay in the 
anticipated ‘Freedom Day’ on June 21st. There will be anguish, disappointment and anger at the news – 
so many plans have been rearranged, so many hopes and dreams, especially across the hospitality sector, 
planning for the time that things could properly ‘open up’ for the summer. They have been hit so hard and 
have been so courageous. On a very personal note, my son’s wedding to the lovely Helen will be affected if 
numbers aren’t eased – their witnesses can’t travel from Minnesota and many of their friends and family 
can’t attend (good news – it will be happening, with some restrictions still.) 

I appreciate these are all very ‘first world’ moans and through the awfulness of this pandemic, 
unimaginably high numbers of people here and overseas have tragically lost their lives – which makes our 
little problems and inconveniences fade into insignificance. But what shall I say? I think we need to 
continue practicing patience; we need to have hope; we need to show compassion; and we need to 
demonstrate love. Let’s hope together: 

• that this awful disease is brought under control; 

• that everyone across the world has access to vaccines quickly; 

• that we learn to adjust our behaviours and way of life for the common good; 

• and we continue, as we have been doing in our villages, to live generously, gratefully and responsibly, a 
reflection of God’s love and care for us all. 

Every blessing. 

Vicar Rev'd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Frank Robinson 712249 

Churchwardens Kate Janman 712362  Lyn Robinson 712249 

 Chris Janman 712362    
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 from Andrew Morrow

The newspapers in the Community Shop are managed by a team of 
volunteers who check the delivery, put them on the shelves, lay out the 
customer orders and return any papers unsold from the previous day, before 
the shop opens at 8.30. We need someone to join the team now! 

You would need to work for about half an hour from around 7.30 am for two 
or three days a week. Full training will be provided. You do not need to be 
available every week – we can cover holidays and other absences.  

If you might be able to help, or would like more information, please email 
beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com or ring Andrew on 712242. 

 

We urgently need drivers! 

A plea to the public-spirited people of Blackawton and Dittisham to 
volunteer for a morning driving the West Dart bus every six weeks. 

For years the West Dart Bus has provided a much-loved service from Blackawton, Dittisham and outlying 
hamlets into Dartmouth every Friday, and monthly to Newton Abbot and Totnes. The bus is mostly used 
by older residents, non-drivers and those without transport. Recently a number of drivers have retired or 
moved elsewhere. To continue the services we need more drivers. 

The bus is a sixteen-seater so you do not need a special license. Have a trip on the bus to get a feel for it. A 
day's training and practice is provided by Devon County Council at Exeter and you can practice with the 
current drivers on the WDB. When you feel confident start driving! 

For more information speak to Alex Thom on 01752 690444 or email idcta@btconnect.com or 
contact Claudia on 07712 210300. 

The West Dart Bus runs a monthly service to Dartmouth. Face coverings are 
required for travel and bookings are essential. Please call 01752 690444 to book, 
at least 24 hours prior to the service. The bus leaves Blackawton at 9.30 and the return 
trip leaves Dartmouth at 12.30. The next service is on Friday 16th July. 

 from Frances Wood 

We are nearly back to normal. For the June meeting we were able to use the hall again. We kept to the 
rules, everyone signing in with their name and telephone number for trace and track, the members with 
the trace and track apps were just able to click on the door notice. We wore masks until we sat down. We 
sanitised chairs and tables when we left. 

We agreed to support the Ovarian cancer resolution. 

It was the annual meeting. As no one new wanted to join the committee we will carry on with last year's 
committee. Christine Bond was voted in as the new president. Financially we made a loss of £90 but seeing 
we had not done any fundraising and not charged members for our part of the annual subscription it was 
not surprising. Sarah thanked everybody for being so supportive of her through her 6 year stint as president 
and praised our WI for the happy friendly group we are. Frances Harvey gave a vote of thanks to Sarah. 

We then had tea and biscuits and a quiz which Maureen and Valerie won. 

 from Martin Levien 

An idea has been maturing for a few months for the village to have a supported workshop. This could create 
local work and be a facility for the village which could benefit the village in many ways. The small group of 
people who have been mulling this idea over feel it is now time to open it up to all villagers to comment on, 
add their ideas and suggestions, hence this article. 

The supported workshop could create employment and develop skills for people of all ages living in the 
village and surrounding area who at the moment are not employed for a variety of reasons including the 

mailto:idcta@btconnect.com
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pressures and obligations which being employed carries with it. There could be opportunities for other 
locals to be involved and share their expertise on a voluntary basis. A similar scheme was successfully 
working in the village a few years ago.  

The idea so far: local sawmills have lots of offcuts of no commercial value to them. When there is a sizeable 
amount we can collect it and bring it to Blackawton. The wood is then processed: sawn up, sorted into 
small and large kindling, left to season and then bagged up. The wood can be sold at a low price to locals. 
Useful bits of wood can also be made into chopping boards, platters, bird tables, shelves and simple 
shelving units, etc. The people selling logs locally say they would buy the kindling and sell it on as it 
complements their business. 

The project would need: 

• 1 or 2 managers to run the project and assume the bigger responsibilities, 

• Some financial support and capital investment to get it started, 

• Premises. 

The premises could have more than one function and could be an asset for the village. This could provide 
local work both for the manager(s) and the workers, a workshop space for other activities for the village 
and be partially self-funding. It could start off small, growing organically to meet the opportunities which 
present themselves as well as the needs of the participants, the village and surrounding areas. 

Please respond with your comments to martin@levien.co.uk. 

  from Rosemary U'Ren

Thank you to all the kind folks who let us visit their gardens in June to help 
raise funds for St Michael's Church, Blackawton. 

We raised £504.70 on tickets and refreshments and had many compliments on 
all the gardens and Blackawton village in general. Having been confined to home 
for so long people were very appreciative of being able to get out and about in 
such a beautiful place. 

 from Phil O'Toole

Is anyone interested in playing Walking Football in the village? 
Walking Football is a non-contact, non-running game played usually by teams of 5 or 
6 and for those of any fitness or ability level. It has benefits of being fun and sociable 
whist improving your health and mental wellbeing. Due to the benefits of this 
activity, it may be possible to get grants to help with the cost of equipment, etc. 

If you do not want to play but want to be involved that’s fine, there will be something 
you can help with. So, if you are interested in having some fun whilst getting fitter, 
with the option of a beer afterwards, and/or helping set this up, please email 
blackawton1@aol.com or ring 07415 954232. 

 from Heidi Baumback-McCoy, Devon Libraries

Ivybridge Mobile Library is now back on the road!  
Customers will be able to come on board the library van, individually or in their household bubbles, to 
choose books and other items. To make sure that there are enough books to go around we will be limiting 
borrowing to 5 items per person for the time being. Face masks to be worn, everyone to use the hand 
sanitiser and observe social distancing rules when using the mobile library. Returned books will be 
quarantined for 72 hours. 

The next visit to Blackawton will be on Tuesday 6th July at 11.55 am. 

 

 from Rachel Moss

I am desperate for a piece of land/field preferably to buy. For recreational use, for myself and my family. 
I live in Blackawton, and would like a field in the village or very close to the village. I have been trying 
to find a field for some years, but unsuccessfully. If anyone can help, please, please do get in touch with 
me. Perhaps it’s some land you own but realise you never use, please get in touch as it may be just what 
I’m looking for. 
Please ring me on 07840 704567. Thank you. 

mailto:martin@levien.co.uk
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 from Kate Purver 

Shop opening times: 
Monday to Friday 8.30 am – 5.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

The shop's telephone number is 712157. 

As well as increasing our fruit and veg stocks, we’ve recently greatly expanded our deli range: loads of 
different cheeses, delicious dips and more!  Do come and see what we have. Follow us on Facebook for 
more updates… 

As ever, thanks to all our volunteers who are allowing us to maintain opening hours. We’re still looking for 
someone else willing to train to cover the post office counter, and for help in the shop particularly on 
Saturday morning.  So if you could help, please give us a call on 712157 (ask for Stacey), or email us on 
blackawtonshop@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
Run by the community, for the community 

 

We stock a wide selection of fresh, store-cupboard and frozen foods and 
an excellent range of baking goods, herbs and spices. 

Bathroom essentials and household goods 
Good-value basics 

Fair-trade, organic & home-made produce 
Cleaning products and refills from Ecover 

Cold drinks and snacks 
Frozen fish from Britannia Shellfish 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 

Local, good-value eggs from Rich Chicks 
Locally-made sourdough and other speciality breads 
Gluten-free products including home-made cakes 
Wines from Michael Sutton’s Cellars 
Devon brewed ales and ciders 
Aune Valley meats – in stock and to order 

A range of cheeses and deli items 

Hot drinks – make yourself a coffee, tea or hot chocolate 
Book swap – pick up a good read from our shelf 

Newspapers, a wide range of greetings cards 
Indoor and outdoor seating 

 

Phone to pre-order fresh bread, 
meat or other items 

order in the morning for next-day arrival 
 

 

 

Henry Richards' Dog Walking Service 
Tel: 07562 321233 or enquire at The Old Shop, 

Ruby House for rates and times. 
Blackawton village only 

(free for short-term unplanned emergency needs)  
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 from Adrian Kyte 

The Village Hall has reopened 
The Hall is now fully open for bookings but there are a few extra things to bear in mind due to Covid-19. It 
is the responsibility of the hirer to ensure that all Covid-19 restrictions are complied with and the hirer is 
liable to any penalties imposed for breaches of the restrictions. There are several posters reminding users 
what the restrictions are (Google ‘Covid restrictions’ to check the latest news on restrictions). 

Sanitising. Hand sanitiser stations are in the entrance hall, both toilets and the kitchen, please ensure 
that they are used. Surface sanitiser is provided in the kitchen and the baby changing area; please sanitise 
all surfaces used before and after use.  

Track & Trace. Ensure that everyone attending scans the QR code or writes their name on the recording 
sheets provided and leave them in the hall. It is likely that Track & Trace will still be required even if 
restrictions are eased. 

Easing of restrictions. Even if restrictions are no longer mandatory they are still recommended. 

July events at the Village Hall 
Parish Council Meeting  
Tuesday 6th at 7.30 pm. 

Keep Fit Class 
Every Wednesday 6.00 - 7.00 pm. This month that's  7th, 14th, 21st and 28th. 

Booking the Village Hall 
The best way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the internet: 

1. On the community website blackawtoncommunity.com click COMMUNITY then BLACKAWTON 
VILLAGE HALL. Scroll down to reveal a view of the current week and use the arrows (Next Week, Next 
Month, Next Year) to navigate to the date required. 

2. via Facebook (www.facebook.com) search for “Blackawton Village Hall” then use the ‘Book Now’ 
button and follow the navigation instructions above. 

You will receive an email within a couple of days with an invoice and a booking form. Provisional bookings 
only become confirmed after the deposit is paid which should be within 2 weeks of the invoice date. 

If  you don't have internet access please phone 712159. 

Village Hall Furniture 
If there are no bookings that need the furniture it can sometimes be borrowed in return for an agreed 
donation and deposit but only by prior arrangement. A member of the committee should be present 
both when the furniture is taken and returned. Donation and deposit must be paid before any furniture is 
removed from the hall. 

from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 

Notes of a meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on Tuesday 8 June 2021 at 7.30 pm 
using Zoom videoconferencing for the purpose of addressing agenda items. 

Full minutes are on the website www.blackawtoncommunity.com and the village noticeboard. 

The Clerk has been delegated authority to be instructed by the meeting. 

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chair), Cllr Mewes (Vice-Chair), Coe, Mallyon, and Thomas were present, as were 
Devon County Cllr Brazil, South Hams District Cllr Reeve, A Thom (Clerk), and one member of the public. 

Open Forum  
Strimming in the Churchyard. A parishioner discussed their disappointment at the strimming of 
oxeye daisies growing in the churchyard and asked for alternatives such as stimming less and leaving wild 

http://blackawtoncommunity.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
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areas to be considered. BPC is working to balance biodiversity and aesthetics with practical maintenance. 
Changes to the maintenance schedule might be made in the new contract from July 2021. 

Report from South Hams District Council Councillor 
SHDC Cllr Reeve reported that the new waste system has had problems. FCC needed to change the route, 
but the new crew doesn’t know the route. SHDC has put some experienced waste Members with FCC to 
help resolve the problem. Delivery of boxes is now on hold for five weeks. This is the same recycling system 
which is already used across Devon. In need, food waste can go into black bins. Cllr Reeve will follow up 
how holiday homes’ waste will be removed. If residents are experiencing issues with waste collections, 
please contact Cllr Reeve, with your contact details, and she will assist. 

Report from Devon County Council Councillor 
Cllr Brazil reported that DCC has held its annual meeting. Cllr Brazil is again on the Children’s Scrutiny 
Committee, and the Devon and Somerset Fire Authority. 

Cllr Brazil discussed a proposal to remove or change the 60mph Sign on Greenslade Road. DCC Councillors 
can bring proposals to a Highway and Traffic Order Committee.  

Planning Applications 
SHDC Planning Decisions 
0757/21/HHO Foxglove Barn Blackawton TQ9 7DG. Householder application for new timber garage to 

provide secure storage and parking. Conditional approval. 

2914/20/ARC Watsons Barn Park Lane Blackawton. Application for approval of details reserved by 
conditions 4, 5, 6, 8,9, 10, 11, 12 & 14 of planning consent 0620/19/FUL. Discharge of 
condition approved. 

3494/20/NMM Development At SX 8052 5109, Town Farm School Lane Blackawton Devon. Non 
material minor amendment to planning consents 06/0992/14/F and 0318/18/VAR to 
increase the size of the soakaway. Refusal. 

0523/21/ARC Forder Barn Blackawton TQ9 7AL. Discharge of condition approved. 

Review of New Applications  
1413/21/FUL Newlands Farm Blackawton TQ9 7DR. Extension of existing agricultural building for dry 

storage. Neighbouring Parish consultee. No comment. For information. Relevant 
information needs to be submitted directly to SHDC. 

1747/21/PDM Watson Barns Blackawton TQ9 7AZ. Application to determine if prior approval is 
required for proposed change of use of agricultural building to 3no. dwellinghouses 
(Class C3) and for associated operational development (Class Q(a+b)). No comment. 

Consultations 
• Local Authority Remote Meetings: Call For Evidence. Government consultation on use of the 

arrangements which have allowed local authorities to hold meetings remotely or in a hybrid format. 
Closes: 11:45 pm 17 June 2021. Cllr Rake commented that remote meetings are a useful option even in 
normal times, for example if weather prevents meeting in person. It was agreed that the Clerk would 
respond supporting remote meetings.  

• Duty to Protect. Government consultation on a 'protect duty' relating to publicly accessible locations 
e.g. government offices, parks, and beaches and other public spaces. Closes 11.45 pm 2 July 2021. It was 
agreed that Cllrs can comment individually. No BPC comment. 

60 mph sign on Greenslade Road 
DCC Cllr Brazil requested BPC’s view on a proposal to remove the 60 mph sign or change it to a 20 mph 
sign. It was resolved unanimously to ask Cllr Brazil to pursue removal of the 60 mph sign, because there 
isn’t a reason for it to be there, the perception that increased speed is possible creates risk, it is on a 
bridleway network route, and the road is not safe for that speed of traffic. 

Co-option of a Parish Councillor 
There has not been a call for an election. The vacancy will be advertised in the School bulletin, a block 
advert in the Beacon requested for July and a front page advert in August, and a leaflet delivered to French 
Furze. Applications will close on 6 September.  

French Furze Project 
A site meeting with SHDC and DCC is planned for Friday 11 June. The S106 agreement is between SHDC 
and Vistry. SHDC has not initiated contact with BPC. 
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Cousins Cross pillar and steps 
The necessary maintenance works, at a cost of £220 + VAT, were noted.  

Fraud Protection Training offer from South West Regional Organised Crime Unit 
Inclusion of this training in the Annual Parish Meeting was suggested. The Clerk was also asked to post 
the resources on the community website. 

Finance 
Update on Current Financial Position 
The report showed a total balance of £59,904.88 and unearmarked reserves of £14,772.13. 

Payments Due 
Externiture, Bus shelter plastic £24.05 
Tindle Newspapers, Ground Maintenance Contract advert £111.60 
Kingsbridge Websites, Annual Hosting fee £70.00  
Quote  for the replacement Cemetery gate £120.00 

Correspondence 
• 8/5/21 Asking if there are plans to update electricity pylons at the back of the School. 

• 6/5/21 Asking about removal of vegetation from churchyard wall with loss of habitat. Cllr Mewes is 
investigating if there are alternatives which meet BPC’s preventive maintenance requirement. 

• 3/6/21 Concerned that the strimming of the churchyard removed wildflowers. BPC is currently 
considering maintenance options. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 6th July 2021 at 7.30 pm. It is currently 
planned to meet in the Village Hall. Cllrs and Clerk will do lateral flow tests. You are most welcome to join 
the meeting and to raise any issues which may be of concern to you. 

 

There are Report It buttons on www.blackawtoncommunity.com to report problems to DCC (eg. highway 
issues such as potholes and flooding) and SHDC (eg. planning enforcement, missed waste collection, fly 
tipping, and abandoned vehicles). 

Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be dropped off at the Community Shop or at 1 The Cross, Park Lane. The 
deadline for the August edition is Thursday 22nd July. 

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 alan@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Robin Mewes, Vice-chair 07733 097551 robin@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Jack Perry 07890 898164 jack@westdownfarm.plus.com 
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Chris Wilson 07970 850258 chris@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Parish Lengthsman, Mike Pearey 732628 

Other contacts  

Police non-urgent reporting 101 dartmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

or online at  www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Dartmouth/Contact 

South Hams Cllr Helen Reeve 01548 821306 Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk 

South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 

SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 
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If you would like to make a donation, please put Beacon on the outside of the envelope and drop it off at 
the Shop, or put it in the Church's donation box beside the visitors book. Please note that cheques must be 
payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you. 

Andrew Morrow 

 
 

             

To advertise your business 

in the Beacon email 

beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

for prices and other details  

             

 

 

Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 

Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 

Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 

www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 
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Your friendly local Wine Merchant 

Buy online or visit our shop 
in Blackpool Valley 

Wines from £7.75 and many under £10 
Free local delivery or pre-order and collect. 

Visit our website, send an email 
or call 01803 770737 

#supportlocal - go on 
give our wines a try! 

Jonathan & Suzie Sutton 

www.michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 

wines@michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 
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Tuesday 6th 11.55 am Mobile library Bus shelter 

 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall 

Wednesday 7th 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Wednesday 14th 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Friday 16th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Wednesday 21st 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 22nd  Beacon deadline for August edition  

Saturday 24th 2.30 pm Blackawton Church Fête Fig Trees, Vicarage Road 

Wednesday 28th 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 
 

We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 

 

- Domestic Electrical - Solar PV Installations 
- Commercial & Agricultural Electrical - Solar PV Monitoring 
- Testing & Inspections - Solar PV Servicing 
- Home Automation - Solar Panel Cleaning 
- Fire & Security - Solar iBoost Installation 
- EV Charging - Solar Battery Storage 
- Electrical Heating 
- LED Lighting 

01548 550909  -  info@danielknightelectrical.com  -  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com 

 

Mason Accountancy 
Small Business Accountants 

 

Mason Accountancy specialises in providing personal accounting services to individuals, sole traders, 
partnerships and small local businesses.  We can take care of all your tax and statutory reporting 
obligations, so that you have time to concentrate on your business. 

Friendly & Professional Accounting 

Get in touch at: anne-marie@masonaccountancy.com 
07733334797, www.masonaccountancy.com 

 


