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Blackawton Beacon 
July 2020 

published jointly by the Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council 
This edition of the Beacon is available from the village shop or by email. If you would like to receive the 
Beacon by email please send a message to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. It is also on the 
Blackawton Community website www.blackawtoncommunity.com.  
Please email contributions to next month's Beacon to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. The 
deadline for the July edition is Thursday 23rd July. 

Andrew Morrow 

Scarecrow competition from Andrea Scott 
Thank you so much to everyone who entered the competition. It was 
brilliant to see so many wonderful scarecrows and to see all the thought and 
effort put into creating such original and special extra Blackawton 
residents! It was just lovely too to see people wandering around the village 
looking at them and enjoying them ... so thanks to everyone. 
Prize giving went well and thanks to Tiggy and Paul for playing to us and 
giving the ceremony such a lovely atmosphere, and a big thank you to 
Simon and Kate for their expert judging. In case you weren't there, here are 
the prize winners. 

1st What a lovely rear view (Lyn and Derek Anderson) 
2nd Dan the lockdown DIY lad (Jan Scott) 
3rd Norbert the naturist tennis player (the U'rens) 

There were also prizes for all the children who entered and for the fishing boys in Chapel Street (Laura and 
family), Elsie the Landgirl at The Cross (Roma Gwynn), and Nigel the very drunk fellow at Crabtree (Isla 
and Jack Jeffrey). 
So all-in-all a fun week! 
PS. If the person or persons who "borrowed " the hiker's scarf and flower, Lavinia the gardener's straw 
sun hat and Norbert's tennis racket would like to return the items, they can be left in the church porch, 
and will be returned to their owners from there. Thanks! 

Blackawton Larder from Andrea Scott 
This mini foodbank is available for anyone, at any time, to come and 
help themselves to anything they need, and for anyone to contribute 
to, if they would like to. 

The available food is on a shelf in the church porch. It is open 
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week for anyone who needs to 
use it. 
Any donations can be left in the porch or in the village shop. These 
should be non-perishables; there is a list there if you need help with 
what to donate.  

If you, or someone you know, needs more help than is available here, both Dartmouth and Kingsbridge 
Foodbanks should be able to assist. 
Dartmouth Foodbank contact: 07925 120024. They are open on Wednesdays 11 am to 1 pm at Ivy Lane, 
and Dartmouth community chest are delivering hot dinners every day.  
Kingsbridge Foodbank contact: 07593 881633. They are delivering all their food parcels now, and can 
deliver here as and when needed. 
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St Michael's Church 
All Church Services are cancelled. 

The church is open during the day for private prayer – please read the 
information & instructions on the notice on the main door (also on the table just 
inside the door). 
Alison, our vicar, will be in Blackawton from about 11.00 am every Wednesday. 
The Church Porch is open all the time and contains … 

 various Church stuff – Sunday Link, Diocesan Prayer Diary, etc. 

 some books (many more are available in the Community Shop) and magazines 

 a Jigsaw Puzzle library 

 the Blackawton Larder  – please use it if you need it. 

Reader's ramblings from Frank Robinson 
In these strange times, Lyn and I came across a couple of articles we thought might have some meaning 
for you (rather than us wittering on). The first was written in 1869 by Kathleen O’Mara after the Irish 
famine. And then reprinted in 1919 during the Spanish flu pandemic which took so many lives immediately 
after the 1st World War: 

“And the people stayed at home. And read books. And listened. And they rested. And did exercises. 
And made art and played. And learned new ways of being. And stopped and listened more deeply. 
Someone meditated, someone prayed. Someone met their shadow. And people began to think 
differently. And people healed. And in the absence of people who lived in ignorant ways; dangerous, 
meaningless and heartless, the earth began to heal. And when the danger ended and people found 
themselves they grieved for the dead. And made new choices. And dreamed new visions. And created 
new ways of living. And completely healed the earth .... just as they were healed”. 

When the children were little we came across The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and ended up reading 
all the Chronicles of Narnia - twice. Hence the lifelong love affair with C.S. Lewis. This second article was 
written by C.S. Lewis in 1942 in response to the effects of World War 2: 

Satan:  “I will cause anxiety, fear and panic. I will shut down business, schools, places of worship and 
sports events. I will cause economic turmoil”. 
Jesus:  “I will bring together neighbours, restore the family unit, I will bring dinner back to the kitchen 
table. I will help people slow down their lives and appreciate what really matters. I will teach my 
children to rely on me and not the world. I will teach my children to trust me and not their money and 
material resources”. 

We hope and pray that our society and indeed our world will find a better way. May God be with you all 
and those you love. 

 

Our church team 
Vicar Rev'd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Sally Green 712438 
Churchwarden Kate Janman 712362  Frank Robinson 712249 
    Lyn Robinson 712249 

 

Can we help? from Frank and Lyn Robinson 

We do hope you are all well and coping through this time. If we can pray for you for any specific reason, 
please leave a note in the church porch. If you would like a phone call please let us know or ring 712249. 
With our love and blessings. 
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Village Life 

 

Sustainable Blackawton 

Recipe of the month 
Lebanese cucumber soup 
Prep 15 mins, chilling time 1 hour. Serves 4 - 6. 
1 large cucumber 2 tablespoons finely chopped mint 
200ml single cream 100ml plain yoghurt 2 cloves garlic 
salt and black pepper  2 tablespoons tarragon vinegar 
garnish: sprigs of mint finely chopped cocktail gherkins 18 shrimps (optional). 
Wash and dry cucumber. Do not peel, grate coarsely into a bowl. Stir in cream and yoghurt. Peel and crush 
garlic, add to cucumber with tarragon vinegar. Season to taste, Stir in chopped mint. Chill for at least 1 
hour. Serve garnished as desired. 

Recycling food packaging and the South Hams Council 
Currently South Hams Council only recycles plastic bottles in the clear sack along with food tins, cans, 
aerosols and tinfoil. It does not currently recycle the plastic food packaging (like the kind you buy 
strawberries in and yoghurt pots). This presents Blackawton with a problem! 
South Hams plans on a fuller recycling service in the Spring 2021 but until then please review details at 
www.southhams.gov.uk/article/3383/Blue-and-Clear-RecyclingSack-Collections to ensure that South 
Hams collections are not spoilt. It is possible that a bag containing any plastic food packaging may end 
up in landfill! Solutions? 
• Ideally avoid plastic packaging where you can. Ideas on this eg: the Kingsbridge-based enterprise 

lessplastic.co.uk produces great infographics on instagram/facebook on how to use less. 
• Both Torr Quarry and Totnes recycling will take clean mixed plastic packaging, for example, food trays 

and yoghurt pots (must be washed) – black plastic food trays and cling film-type packaging are not 
acceptable. Totnes recycling centre: Babbage Road Industrial Estate, Totnes, TQ9 5JA. Torr Quarry 
recycling centre: Kingsbridge TQ9 7QQ. For either ring 0345 155 1010. 

• Recycle drop off? Sustainable Blackawton Group will pursue the idea of a central plastic food container 
village collection point with volunteer delivery to recycling centre. Anyone interested in helping with 
this please contact Laura Perry at lauranperry@gmail.com. 

Please remember to support our brilliant local shop which sells a selection of unpackaged products and 
continues to  recycle crisp packets and egg boxes. 

If you are not on the Sustainable Blackawton circulation list and would like to be, then please send your 
email address to robin@blackawtoncommunity.com. Please check out our website for more 
information:  https://blackawtoncommunity.com/sustainable-blackawton. 

 

Elderflowers from Laura Perry 
A huge thankyou to all the people who allowed me to pick elderflowers from their gardens, I ended up 
with loads. I really appreciate it! They certainly bloomed well this year! 
Thanks again! 

 

Henry Richards' Dog Walking Service 
Tel: 07562 321233 or enquire at The Old Shop, 

Ruby House for rates and times. 
Blackawton village only 

(free for short-term unplanned emergency needs)  
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West Dart Bus services from James Mussen 
As a result of the Coronavirus pandemic all weekly and monthly trips in the West Dart Bus to Dartmouth 
and Newton Abbot have been cancelled. We look forward to resurrecting this service as soon as the 
situation allows. 

Community Shop 
 from Kate Purver 
Shop opening times: please note reduced hours 
Monday to Friday 9.00 am – 3.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm (as far as possible) 
The shop's telephone number is 712157. 

Hand sanitiser bottles: we will shortly have a bulk quantity of hand sanitiser in stock, for sale decanted 
into bottles. We need bottles! If you have suitable (clean) bottles for this which you don’t need – empty 
hand soap dispensers, shampoo bottles … do please bring them in!  
On warm sunny days you may have noticed a table and chairs outside the shop. Do take advantage of our 
coffee machine inside the shop, and drop in for a suitably socially-distanced outdoor beverage! 
We’d also like to remind people of our bookshelves: for use by all as book swap or library.  
During the lockdown period, it’s been good to see the shop acting as a real community resource; we’ve been 
pleased to be able to provide services such as delivery to those that have needed it, and to have gained new 
customers. Now that – as we’re all pleased to see – things are easing and opening up again, we hope that 
those of you who have recently “discovered” what the shop can offer will continue to use it! – so this 
resource can continue to thrive. 
And as ever, thanks to all our volunteers who have kept things going during this difficult period. We’re 
looking at re-expanding our opening hours, so would be grateful for anyone else who feels able to do an 
hour or two behind the counter – do please get in touch if that’s you; thank you. 

Parish Council 
from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 

Wildflowers and trees from Robin Mewes 
The Parish Council has delayed mowing the cemetery this spring to let wildflowers develop and provide 
valuable habitat for bees. The first cut has probably occurred before this item appears in the Beacon, but 
we would welcome feedback to guide policy in future years. So if you have a preference that may guide 
future mowing policy please contact the parish clerk (parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com). 
The school children planted a copse of trees in the cemetery last Autumn with help and donations from 
Sustainable Blackawton. There have been some losses, but this is still rather dense planting that will 
naturally develop into a diverse thicket and provide habitat. For the next year or two grass cutting will be 
left amongst the new trees as a mulch. Daffodils planted in the churchyard were, we hope, a pretty addition 
this spring; but further planting plans for the cemetery and churchyard were postponed when the 
lockdown was introduced and the school closed. 
The Lychgate wildflower garden is rather full of daisies as this article is written and may have now had its 
first trim. Earlier this year the turf was removed and the area seeded with an annual seed mix and a 
perennial seed mix. Most of the flowers this year are likely to be from the annual seed mix and so most of 
the seed heads may be removed to allow the perennial plants to develop. We are following the guidance of 
the seed supplier, but site conditions, weather, etc. open up scope for considerable discretion. 
Please send any thoughts or ideas on planting in the village to robin@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
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Notes of the meeting of Blackawton Parish Council 
Held on Tuesday 2nd June 2020 at 7.30 pm using public videoconferencing. 
Full minutes are on the website www.blackawtoncommunity.com and the village noticeboard. 

Open Forum  
No members of the public present. 

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chair), Cllrs Mewes (Vice-Chair), Coe, Mallyon, Thomas and were present, as were 
South Hams District Cllr Reeve, Devon County Cllr Brazil and A Thom (Clerk). Cllr Wilson gave apologies 
and joined during the meeting. There were no members of the public present. 

Report from South Hams District Council Councillor 
Councillor Reeve reported that she has been occupied with the local response to coronavirus. SHDC has a 
meeting on Thursday about how to move forward. Comments were requested – both about things people 
are unhappy about and ideas. An extra £78,000 is available to help the high street. A test and trace system 
is coming to manage local outbreaks. There is concern about the public’s behaviour on beaches and the 
moors. Rubbish is being left around bins in car parks. Toilets are reopening. They will be intermittently 
shut while they are cleaned. A new discretionary fund has just been released.  
Cllr Rake asked, with regard to moving forward, about the impressive community response, and said that 
it would be good to give thought at South Hams level to how to build and maintain the community 
response. Cllr Reeve confirmed that this is on the agenda. 
Cllr Coe asked whether SHDC is taking action on climate change. Cllr Reeve confirmed that this is on the 
agenda. Cllr Reeve added the request from DCC Public Rights of Way Parish Paths Liaison Officer that any 
work done by volunteers be notified and risk-managed with her before it is done. Cllr Reeve also added 
that a noisy wind turbine at Collaton has gone for repair. 

Report from Devon County Council Councillor 
Cllr Brazil reported that no meetings have been held. There was a Children’s Scrutiny meeting just before 
lockdown. DCC failed its Ofsted and needs improvement, but this has been set aside to address when DCC 
is back to some sort of normality and they can meet in person. 
DCC’s reallocation of Roadspace for Active Travel funding allocation is almost 100% urban – with projects 
such as pedestrianising areas, creating traffic-free areas for safe queuing, road markings etc. The other 
larger fund is directed mainly to town cycle paths etc. If Blackawton has an off-the-shelf scheme, that could 
be pushed forward. 

Planning  
SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals 
3880/19/CLP Woodside House Blackawton TQ9 7BL. Certificate of lawfulness for proposed replacement 

of existing conservatory roof with reclaimed roof slate tiles matching main property. 
Hipped conservatory roof being replaced with apex style window. Cert of Lawfulness 
(Proposed) certified. 

0969/19/VAR Proposed development At SX 8074 5071 Blackawton. Variation of condition 2 (approved 
plans) following grant of planning consent 1972/17/FUL (Application for erection of four 
dwellings (resubmission of 3442/16/FUL)) for revised field access and boundary. 
Conditional approval. 

1120/20/AGR Land At SX 792 503 West of Washwalk Blackawton. Application to determine if prior 
approval is required for lean-to extension on agricultural store. Ag determination 
details not required. 

0114/20/FUL The Old Dairy North Millcombe Farm Blackawton TQ9 7AE. Extension of residential 
curtilage to serve barn approved under consent 2642/19/PDM. Conditional approval. 

0055/20/ARC Lower Dimes Barn At SX815508 Blackawton. Application for Approval of Details Reserved 
by Conditions 4, 5, 6, 9, 10 and 11 of Planning Consent 0073/19/FUL. Discharge of 
condition approved. 

Review of New Applications  
1208/20/CLE Larcombe Farm East Allington Totnes TQ9 7QB. Certificate of lawfulness for existing 

development of building for farming/ agricultural storage. BPC has no facts to contribute. 
1329/20/ARC Seawardstone Blackawton TQ9 7AB. Application for approval of details reserved by 

condition 3 of planning consent 1448/19/FUL. It was resolved that no comment will be 
made by BPC. 
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Consultations 
 DCC Reallocation of Roadspace for Active Travel. No comment by BPC. 

 DCC New funding for local bus service support. Closes 26 June 2020. No comment by BPC. 

Proposal for Diversification of The Community Field  
The project was noted. The proposal would make the area more biodiverse and BPC is broadly supportive. 
BPC can be asked if specific support is wanted for the project. 

Maintenance of BPC Assets  
It was resolved to approve the proposed repair of the Main Street bus shelter by the maintenance 
contractor, with a cost of £180. 
It was resolved to approve adding to the maintenance contract a biannual clean of the bus shelters, and 
annual treatment with wood preserver of the noticeboard, Main Street bus shelter, and cemetery bench. 
The maintenance contractor has done some work to make secure the left-hand side of the noticeboard. The 
next step would be to refix the noticeboard to the wall with a bracket. It was agreed that the Clerk would 
contact the neighbouring property before this action was taken. 

French Furze Project 
Cllr Reeve will request a meeting between Parish Councillors and SHDC. The meeting will discuss the 
business units' construction standard and approval process, as well as specific existing concerns raised by 
BPC about the French Furze development's construction. BPC will request that a joint site inspection takes 
place before SHDC approves the units and that a three-phase electricity supply is installed.  
Cllr Wilson joined the meeting. It was noted that construction work has resumed at French Furze.  

Parish Lengthsman 
BPC agreed to approve the 2020/21 contract as drafted, subject to confirmation from DCC of the terms of 
the grant, and to confirm a menu of works on a socially-distanced drive around with the lengthsman. BPC’s 
priorities are the Forces, Woodford and Quarry roads, as the main roads used by residents, followed by 
Millcombe and Cotterbury, then the linking roads.  
Regarding works by a gully-sucker, late autumn was suggested as the best time for clearance to take place, 
before rains and after debris has fallen, and again in February. Cllr Wilson commented that after the drains 
in the village were last cleared, he noticed a big difference with much less water flow on the roads lower in 
the village. It was agreed that the Clerk will ask DCC for its lengthsman’s schedule and for the frequency 
of visits by DCC’s gully-sucker team. 

Finance 
Update on Current Financial Position 
The report showed a total balance of £57,049.78 and earmarked reserves of £40,564.08. 
Payments Due and Received 
The following payment was approved: 
Grounds maintenance contractor, May Churchyard Cut £150.00 
The following receipts were noted:  
Andrew & Savill Funeral Directors, Interment £125 
SHDC/DCC, Communities Together Grant, Bus Shelters £3,391.91 
Grant  
BPC will consider making a grant to a charitable body or a body which provides a public service in the UK 
if a request is made which relates to a parish need. 
Councillor/Parish Basic Allowance 
Cllr Rake reported that the Discretionary Fund has been useful to receive and make payments for 
volunteers’ shopping trips. It has a balance of £586.88, which is earning interest. The purpose of the Fund 
is to enable councillors to make payments which councillors assess as being worthwhile, but for which 
there is not a specific power for parish councils to incur expenditure.   
It was resolved to support continuance of the payment of councillor allowances in 2020-21. It was resolved 
that the payment will remain £120 gross per councillor, which is within the parish remuneration panel 
amount, and councillors can decide whether to claim and whether to transfer the money to the 
Discretionary Fund.  

Correspondence 
The following correspondence was noted: Noise nuisance problem referred Parish Councillors & to SHDC. 
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Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Cllr Thomas reported that the Devon Air Ambulance Trust has said that Air Ambulance helicopters will be 
flying again, with modified aircraft, and expect to be resuming night operations within two weeks. There 
may be some night training landings in the interim.  
Cllr Mallyon reported that the Cemetery looks lovely with flowers because of BPC’s decision to delay the 
first cut. He has been asked by a member of the public to arrange removal of a large conifer which blocks 
the view from the bench seat in the Cemetery. This request will be on the July agenda. Cllr Mallyon and 
the Clerk will look into this further. 
The Clerk will share Linden Homes responses relating to S106 payments made. 
Cllr Rake reported that he judged thirty wonderful scarecrows in the Blackawton Scarecrow Competition 
last week. He commended a fine showing by everyone. 

The Parish Council’s next meeting will take place on Tuesday 7th July 2020 at 7.30 pm using 
public videoconferencing. You are most welcome to join the meeting and to raise any issues which may be 
of concern to you. The meeting’s invitation link will be in the agenda for the meeting. 

Council contacts 

 

 

Advertisements 

 

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 alan@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Robin Mewes, Vice-chair 07733 097551 robin@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Jack Perry 07890 898164 jack@westdownfarm.plus.com 
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Chris Wilson 07970 850258 chris@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Other contacts  
Police non-urgent reporting 101 dartmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
South Hams Cllr Helen Reeve 01548 821306 Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk 
South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 
SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 
Report problems to SHDC such 
as fly tipping and abandoned vehicles: 

 
www.southhams.gov.uk/article/65/Report-It 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 

Report problems on the highway to DCC such as 
potholes and flooding: 

new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/ 
report-a-problem 

 

Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 
Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 
www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 
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SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS 

 

Free delivery 
Quality firewood throughout the South Hams 

CHRIS  ~  079 122 869 17 
Tree & Hedge Care  ~  Garden Clearance 

 

 

 
Your friendly local Wine Merchant - Buy online or visit our shop in Blackpool Valley 

Wines from £7.75 and many under £10 - Free local delivery or pre-order and collect. 
Visit our website, send an email or call 01803 770737 

#supportlocal - go on give our wines a try! 
Jonathan & Suzie Sutton 

www.michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk                                               wines@michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 

Did you know… 

South Hams District Council 
fund a loan scheme for homeowners and landlords, for essential home repairs and improvements?  

For more information, visit www.wrcic.org.uk or call 01823 461099, 
Your local, not for profit lender working in partnership with South Hams District Council  

Wessex Resolutions CIC 
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU 

We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 

 

- Domestic Electrical - Solar PV Installations 
- Commercial & Agricultural Electrical - Solar PV Monitoring 
- Testing & Inspections - Solar PV Servicing 
- Home Automation - Solar Panel Cleaning 
- Fire & Security - Solar iBoost Installation 
- EV Charging - Solar Battery Storage 
- Electrical Heating 
- LED Lighting 

01548 550909  -  info@danielknightelectrical.com  -  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com 


