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Date Time Service 

Sunday 2nd 
Candlemas 

9.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) 

Tuesdays 4th, 
11th, 18th, 25th 

9.00 am Connect! A 15-minute opportunity to connect 
with God – and have a coffee. 

Sunday 9th 9.30 am Morning Worship 

Sunday 16th 11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 23rd 9.30 am Breakfast Church 

Connect – every Tuesday during term-time at 9.00 am. 
Do you drop someone at school on Tuesday? Do you have 15 minutes before you go to work, shopping, 
swimming or home to clear the breakfast? If so, you might like to come into church for a reading, a 
reflection, a prayer, and, if you have time, a cup of coffee. You will be very welcome! 

The services above are correct at time of going to press. Please see weekly pew sheet, gate notices or “A 
Church Near You” website for the latest information. We will also email any changes or additions to our 
mailing list – if you’re not on our mailing list and would like to be, please send an email saying “subscribe” 
with “Blackawton Church News” as the subject to chris.janman@gmail.com. 

There is a Mini Food Bank in the Church porch, open 24 hours a day, every day. Please give what 
you can and take what you need.  

Vicar Rev’d Matt Gorton 01803 906861    

Churchwardens Kate Janman 01803 712362 Lay Readers Frank Robinson 01803 712249 

 Chris Janman 01803 712362  Lyn Robinson 01803 712249 

 from Andrea Scott

We are hoping that we will be able to continue to revive BASH in the coming year. As I am sure many 
people will have seen, Gary and Justine Hadden have set up a very successful Facebook page for BASH 
which has been a great way for people to record their memories and old photos of Blackawton, and has 
been going really well. 

We have also had a couple of informal meetings for those who like to meet in person. The first was in the 
pub in the summer just to talk about the history of BASH and to look at some of the photos etc. held by 
BASH. The second get-together was early in December when we invited people to bring something old and 
special and tell us all about it. We had such an interesting evening with an assortment of objects and 
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assortment of wonderful stories...  a sewing box that had been passed down through the family, a tiny stone 
crucifix found in a garden, shrapnel from a battle in the North Sea in the first world war, an old 
indenture, silver from Oman, the story of an Uncle in Stalag3 prisoner of war camp in Germany, an ancient 
family bible and lots more. Every item that was brought and every story told was really fascinating. So 
thank you to all who came. 

We hope to have another meet up in the next 2/3 months, and also very much hope that we can get a few 
volunteers to help run BASH. If you would be interested in being part of this and could help in any way, 
however small, we would love to hear from you. Contact Jan and Andrea Scott 01803 712753. 

 from Paul Radford

Regular events at the George are slowly becoming a norm. We have been delighted with the support given 
by the community in relation to our monthly Quiz nights and now that the Open Mic nights have returned 
on a bimonthly basis, we are also now looking at regularly hosting live music every other month. With this 
in mind we have already booked two acts to come and entertain you in February and April. A full list of 
events from now until June are below. 

Many of you may not be aware that we have had to set up a new Facebook page for the pub which has 
happened due to access to the old one not being passed onto us. The new page is called The George 
Blackawton and at present it only has 38 followers so it would be great to increase this, as it is one of the 
primary methods used for keeping you all up to date with what’s going on.  

What’s on at the George 
February Monday 10th 

Saturday 15th 
Quiz night 
Live music with ‘Rhythm and Shoes’ 

March Monday 10th 
Saturday 22nd 

Quiz night 
Open mic night 

April Monday 14th 
Saturday 26th 

Quiz night 
Live music with ‘Chris Thomas’ (not one to miss!) 

May Monday 12th 
Saturday 25th 

Quiz night 
Open mic night 

June Monday 9th 
Saturday 21st 

Quiz night 
Live music (TBC) 

 from Sandra Tope

We started the New Year with a talk on The Street children of Myanmar by Felicity Goodall. Despite a few 
technical hitches, her talk was inspiring, and made us all very grateful for what we have here, no matter 
how bad this country can appear at times. Felicity then judged the Bloom and the competition. These were 
won by Val Harding and Sandra Tope respectively. 

Our craft club meets once a month and members bring along anything they are working on. Mostly this is 
knitting, and it is always interesting to see what everyone is making. There is usually a lot of chatter and 
tea and cake! 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 19th February, at 10.30 am at the Village Hall. Our speaker is Les Ellis, 
the Dartmouth town crier with a talk on the history of town crying and his background. We will have our 
usual Bloom competition and the competition is for a bell... Details of all our clubs will be given out. So, if 
this sounds interesting and you would like to come along, please call Sandra on 01803 712622  or Sue on 
01803 712145. 

 from Hannah Smith 

The Wormcharming committee are looking for volunteers to help out on the big day, 
Sunday 4 May! There’s something for everyone and all ages are welcome! If you’d 
like to be part of the fun, get in touch with us at chris.oughton@yahoo.co.uk. 

We’re also looking for auction prizes and we would love you to get creative – can you 
offer an object of desire, a fun experience or something else we haven’t thought of? If 
you’ve got something to offer, get in touch with Jenny at jennyertle@icloud.com. 

All hail the great worm! 
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 from Sam Lewis-Davis

As we know a lot of local builders, and villagers gave their free time to help build our village hall roof and 
it looks amazing inside and out but unfortunately the money for the materials is not completely paid off, 
so myself and others would like to hold a jumble sale to help raise some funds to put towards that. 

There will be tea, coffee and cakes, and a raffle of course. It will be held on Saturday 15th March 2 pm 
till 4 pm, taking jumble donations from 10 am.  

 from Steve Thomas

Do you depend on this stretch of the A379 coast road linking Strete and Torcross? 

If so, you’ll be well aware of the most recent breach of the road in 2018 and the difficulties that this created 
for the following seven months until the road was fully reinstated. These repairs provided only a temporary 
solution – it’s only a matter of time before Slapton Line is breached again. There are neither plans nor 
funding for a permanent fix. 

If you’re passionate about securing the future of the Slapton Line, you can demonstrate your support by 
signing the Slapton Line petition. Started by a neighbouring Strete parish councillor, the petition calls for 
“the government to commit to protecting the A379 Slapton Line by providing adequate funding and 
resources as a matter of priority.” The petition can be accessed online at https://chng.it/2PXYZfJFNV. 

 from Bob Harvey

Blackawton's former lengthsman, Mike Pearey, hosted a meeting of a dozen South Hams Tree Wardens on 
18 January at Hillside, his 20-acre holding near Cornworthy. It is an area of environmental delight with 
steep slopes of woodland and pasture, unlike the arable ecological desert which surrounds Clyston. Mike 
is re-creating hedge banks which were removed for more intensive farming and doing everything he can 
to encourage wildlife to return. Since coming to Clyston 30 years ago we have lost 90% of our birds and 
butterflies, our glow-worms have disappeared, our bats are dying from poisoned insects and our ponds are 
lethal chemical soups from arable runoff. Hillside, surrounded by environmentally sensitive landowners, 
has an ever-increasing population of birds, bats, small mammals – and glow worms. 

Cheap food from intensive farming comes at a price. If it moves – shoot it. If it don't – spray it. 

River Gara Working Group from Richard Powell 
The beautiful and largely unspoilt River Gara is a wonderful haven for wildlife: home to kingfishers, otters 
and water voles among many other species. But it still only qualifies as  ‘moderate’ ecological status by the 
government’s own ranking system because of water pollution, and so it could be even better. 

The ecological status of a river is based on its biological quality, chemical quality, and water quality in 
relation to specific pollutants. The Water Framework Directive (WFD) classifies rivers into five ecological 
health categories: high, good, moderate, poor, and bad. Rivers with a good or high ecological status are 
considered healthy and sustainable. Rivers with a moderate or poor ecological status may need more 
protection and management to improve their health. This is the category the Gara falls into. 

We know the reason the Gara does not qualify as ‘good’, from many years of testing by the Environment 
Agency, Slapton Ley Field Centre and some Citizen Science investigations. The suspected causes are chiefly 
overspills from Blackawton Sewage Works (overflowed 113 times for a total of 1,620 hours in 2023 – 
equivalent to over 2 months continuous spillage!) and rural land use - mainly from animal manure and 
fertilisers washing into the river. People produce sewage, and farming does produce by-products, but both 
can and should be largely prevented from entering the river, where they cause damage to the ecosystem 
and can make the water unsafe for humans and wildlife.  Slapton Ley, Site of Special Scientific Interest, for 
instance, suffers from algal blooms, which can lead to oxygen depletion and other water quality issues that 
adversely affect the creatures that depend on the river and the Ley. This is caused primarily by excess 
phosphorus in the water, carried by run-off sediment and from fertilisers and household products. 

Only 15% of England’s rivers achieve ‘good’ ecological status (the ultimate aim). Over the last 5 years it 
appears the water quality of our rivers has got worse, while the amount of testing has been reduced. So we 
need more data to understand what is going on and help effectively apply practical solutions. Besides 
updating sewage works where needed, there are a range of nature-based mitigations we can put in place.  
Making leaky dams, digging silt traps, planting trees, natural stream restoration, and creating or restoring 
wetland areas can all make a real difference. As well as maybe changing our approach to what we put both 
on our land and down our waste pipes! 

https://chng.it/2PXYZfJFNV
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So, at the beginning of 2024 ten or so volunteers from around the Parish attended training sessions to 

bolster the testing some parishioners were already doing, and began monthly testing of the River Gara’s 
water quality at 8 sites from Collaton to Hansel. This forms part of a long-term Citizen Science 
Investigation (CSI) run by the Westcountry Rivers Trust. In 2025 we will also begin surveying for riverfly 
larvae – this includes dragonflies, mayflies and caddisflies which in their larval stages all live as shrimp-
like creatures at the riverbed; the numbers and species present are great indicators of the quality of the 
water for wildlife. It is all part of an effort by the many local groups to stem the degradation of our wildlife 
and find ways to improve biodiversity and wildlife habitat throughout the South Hams – and therefore the 
health and well-being of all the humans who live here also!  

As time goes on, we hope to expand our efforts to help and preserve the Gara valley and its wildlife, and to 

support all those who own land along the river to help achieve the ‘good  ’ecological status we all want. If 
you’d like to get involved, contact Richard at habitatmapping882@gmail.com. 

Myth-busting guide to Renewable Energy  from Ruth Coe 
Solar energy has been installed throughout Blackawton parish over recent years, but many myths still exist 
about this renewable energy source; here we continue to “bust” some of those myths: 

Myth: We don’t need battery storage.  Fact: Battery storage is necessary to increase our energy security. 
Grid-scale battery storage is crucial for keeping the lights on and maintaining power. Battery storage 
addresses energy supply challenges by storing spare electricity when demand is low and providing it when 
demand is high, balancing supply and bridging grid capacity gaps. It can be used together with generation 
projects such as roof-top solar for home energy consumption, and onshore wind power, to store excess 
power at a greater scale instead of turning off renewable power. This reduces the need for fossil fuels and 
reduces energy bills for households. 

Myth: Sourcing minerals to build batteries is as environmentally damaging as burning fossil fuels. 
Fact: Batteries reduce greenhouse gas emissions and can be recycled and reused. The Energy Transitions 
Commission reported in 2023 that there is ‘no fundamental shortage’ of key materials. Its chair, Lord 
Turner, wrote “In today’s energy system, each year we burn 8bn tons of coal, 35bn barrels of oil, and 4bn 
cubic metres of gas, producing around 40bn tonnes of CO2 equivalent. In the new system, we extract far 
smaller quantities of key minerals and place them in structures that generate, store and use clean electrical 
energy; the materials are then ready to do the same again next year, or to be recycled over and over again.” 
European battery production is increasing, with lower emissions from manufacturing, and stronger EU 
regulations including carbon footprint labelling are driving sustainability in the market. 

Myth: Battery projects pose an unmanageable fire risk. Fact: The rate of fire incidents affecting battery 
storage projects has fallen rapidly in recent years. According to a global study, the failure rate of grid-scale 
battery storage projects decreased by 97% from 2018 – 2023 as lessons were implemented. In addition to 
planning guidance, the government has published health and safety guidance for grid-scale energy storage. 

Myth: Battery storage systems are noisy. Fact: Planning policy ensures that batteries are in locations that 
minimise noise from fans. While batteries are generally quiet, the cooling fans do produce some noise, 
particularly at higher temperatures and low background noise. Existing planning policy is designed to 
mitigate against noise. Good design, noise assessments, and the implementation of recommended noise 
reduction measures (e.g. barriers or enclosures) are used to minimise impact in residential areas. 

Myth: Battery storage systems have a short lifespan. Fact: Batteries can last over 20 years. All batteries 
degrade over time, but the rate varies based on usage and maintenance. Improvements in technology and 
management have enabled longer lives, and many lithium-ion battery manufacturers offer warranties of 
20 years or more (with some drop-off in capacity). New developments in battery science promise longer 
life, and the potential for ‘second life’ batteries and a growing focus on recycling. 

 from Jill Kelly

As a brief period of dry weather is sandwiched between more rain and storms, the 
process of weeding, mulching and moving the odd plant continues. Now is added 
to it hedge trimming which needs to be finished before the bird nesting season. In 
previous years, I have done all the hedge trimming by hand with shears, an 
exhausting undertaking in which a useful workout for my arms tipped over into 
muscular strain. So, last year, I insisted that we bought an electric hedge trimmer. 
Unfortunately, it is so heavy that I can barely lift it and so unwieldy that it is 
impossible to achieve any finesse in shaping the shrub. On the plus side, it means 
that my husband has to get involved in the activity. 
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Bizarrely, only the yellow hellebores are flowering with the pink ones still hiding away. On close inspection, 
snowdrops are starting to show, disguised under the layer of mulch. Some daffodils are more advanced 
than the snowdrops. It has been so mild that the arum lilies have not been cut back by frost and are still 
growing away in our sheltered courtyard. The mini greenhouse and three cold frames are stuffed with 
overwintering plants which have not suffered from the cold. Even a spider plant is still alive in one of them. 

Activity in the garden has been challenged by a large rat taking up residence in the shed where I keep all 
the tools. Despite prompt measures, as of writing, it is still there. I hope for a better situation by the 
weekend. 

I have a lot of nerines in the garden but I only had two flower heads last Autumn. I have decided that the 
problem is they are planted too deep and they get too covered with other plants during the growing season. 
So, I have dug them all up and replanted the biggest bulbs at a more shallow depth, and removed them 
entirely where they had no chance of being baked by the sun. Some have gone into pots. The number of 
bulbs which had formed while they were failing to flower is quite astonishing. The problem with nerines is 
that they do nothing for 11 months of the year and yet demand a clear space all to themselves. Their saving 
grace is that they produce fabulous large pink flower heads just when everything else has gone over.  

After previous regular failures, cuttings I took of tender plants in late Autumn are doing surprisingly well. 
Previously, I put them under blue plastic sandwich bags in a cold room with little light. Now they are under 
clear plastic on a sunny windowsill in the warmest room in the house. This appears to have made all the 
difference. I put the last cuttings in pure vermiculite which has been a great success. They are putting roots 
through the bottom of their pot already. So, I hope to have plenty of tender salvias, penstemons and 
helichrysum petiolare. 

On the allotment, things are not looking good for the purple sprouting broccoli. In Christmas week, despite 
the protective covering and cold weather, it was covered in cabbage white butterfly caterpillars!  So, I 
removed the covering to let the birds get at the caterpillars.  Sadly, the birds got at my broccoli which had 
their tops pecked out.  I fear that may be the end of my crop, but ever optimistic, have covered them over 
again. 

An important job for February will be pruning the roses, except the thug of a rambling rose which is pruned 
after flowering. 

 from Jill Kelly

It is likely that there will be plots available for the next allotment year which starts in March. So look out 
your gardening gloves and contact: allotments@blackawtoncommunity.com. 

  

Regular services 
Journeys are free (and donations welcome). Sit back, enjoy the views, save on fuel, parking & frayed nerves. 
Please book to ensure the bus does come for you; call 01752 690444 or email info@ringandride.net. 

Where possible, passengers can be picked up/dropped off elsewhere on the route by request. (eg. outlying 
hamlets, Totnes, Paignton, Torbay Hospital, Newton Abbot Hospital, Newton Abbot Station …) 

Timetable for February: 
Wednesday 5th The Willows, Torquay via Totnes 
Friday 7th Dartmouth via Dittisham 
Friday 14th Dartmouth via Dittisham 
Friday 21st Dartmouth via Dittisham 
Wednesday 26th Newton Abbot via Totnes 
Friday 28th Dartmouth via Dittisham 

All trips depart from Blackawton Bus Shelter at 9.30 am. Return trips depart at 12.30 pm and arrive in 
Blackawton between 12.45 and 1.00 pm. 

The West Dart Bus seats 16 people and is available for hire to local community groups and residents for 
only £65 + fuel and a volunteer driver - subject to availability. Call Claudia Benzies on 07712 210300. 

We need more drivers. Please ring Claudia on 07712 210300 for more information. 
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 from Kate Purver 
Shop telephone: 01803 712157.  Email: blackawtonshop@gmail.com. 

Opening times 
Shop: Monday to Friday 8.30 am – 5.00 pm 
 Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 
 Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 

Post Office: Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

We hope all our customers had a great start to 2025 - we look forward to your continued support this year! 

New products: we have a fab range of gluten-free products now, and you can find them all together in one 
section of the shelves. And we’re always up for ideas for new things - come and tell us if you think we could 
be stocking something new for everyone, or if there’s something you’d like us to get in for you. Or just pop 
in for a chat – the kettle is always on! 

 

  
In February we have a trio of Spanish wines to help you celebrate Valentine’s Day, or 
anything else you may wish to celebrate! How about the coming of spring sunshine?? 
(here’s hoping…)  All 3 are £7.50/bottle. 

Choza White Rioja has delicate floral aromas, with hints of citrus blossom and 
green apple. Flavours of ripe pear, lemon zest, and a touch of honeyed almond show on 
the palate. With vibrant, zesty acidity balanced by fruitiness, it pairs excellently with a 
range of dishes, from seafood to poultry.  

Choza Rosé Rioja is an exquisite composition of Tempranillo, Garnacha 
(Grenache), and Viura grapes. This produces a medley of red fruit flavours, with 
luscious strawberries and raspberries, and a refreshing burst of sweetness. A great 
match for grilled seafood, light salads, soft cheeses, and even spicy cuisine. 

And our red, Choza Rioja Tempranillo, is intense and perfumed, delivering 
a lively and crisp palate and revealing the vibrant flavours of freshly-harvested fruit. 
Pair with roast meat, mushroom dishes and cheeses. 

 from Adrian Kyte 

February events 
Blackawton Parish Council Meeting  Tuesday 4th at 7.30 pm 
WI Monthly Meeting  Wednesday 19th at 10.30 am 

Weekly events 
Hatha Yoga Class with Hannah Roberts (07951 079608) 
Tuesdays 4th, 11th & 25th at 6.00 – 7.15 pm 
Wednesdays 5th, 12th & 26th at 9.00 – 10.15 am 
Chair Yoga Wednesdays 5th, 12th & 26th at 10.30 – 11.30 am 

Car Parking 
Quite a few cars are now regularly using the Village Hall car park and normally this is not a problem but 
when there is an event at the hall the committee request that you park elsewhere. The dates concerned this 
month are Saturday morning 9th & Friday 14th. 

Hall Booking 
The best way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the 
interactive calendar at the bottom of the page on the community website blackawtoncommunity.com/ 
community-page/blackawton-village-hall. This page also gives an overview of our facilities and hire 
rates for various types of event, as well as a link to the Conditions of Hire. 
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If you don't have internet access, please complete a paper booking form available from the Village Shop 
and place it in the letter box near the Hall’s main entrance.  

However your make your booking please don’t enter into any other commitments until the booking is 
confirmed. All Thursday bookings are at risk of cancellation should a surprise election be called. All 
bookings require a security deposit. 

Hire of furniture and crockery 
Village Hall furniture and crockery can be hired if not in use at the Hall. Details of what is available are on 
the hall website. Requests should be made to villagehall@blackawtoncommunity.com. 

 from Simon Rake

In Memoriam 
It was with great sadness that I learned of the death of Chris Wills who passed away last November. Chris 
served on the Parish Council for many decades, bringing a unique blend of good humour, hands-on work, 
and sometimes trenchant opinions to the role. For many years he swept the village streets, until this post 
was taken away from him (and us) by some reorganisation or other. He was also a stalwart supporter of 
the West Dart Bus, which he drove for many years. 

At Parish Council meetings I remember Chris as a genial and kind Councillor who had a vast wealth of 
detailed knowledge of the Parish and its history and who frequently both amused and enlightened his 
colleagues with anecdotes of the harsh winters of earlier years or the adventures of his younger self. He 
always extended a warm welcome to new Councillors, recognising the importance of the present and future 
of our community as well as the past. 

Our thoughts and condolences go out to his family and friends. 

 from Annette Thom 

Notes of the Meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on Tuesday 7 January 2025 at 7.30 pm in the 
Village Hall, Blackawton. Complete minutes can be read at www.blackawtoncommunity.com or the 
parish noticeboard. 

Present: Parish Cllrs Hadow, Luckens, Mardon, Oughton (Vice-Chair), and Thomas were present, as was 
Devon County Council Cllr Brazil. There were no members of the public present. 
Absent: Parish & South Hams District Council Cllr Rake (Chair), Parish Cllr Coe, and Clerk A Thom. 
This was not a legally convened meeting of the Parish Council. Therefore no formal decisions were made 
by the meeting. 

Open Forum 
There were no members of the public present and no public issues were raised for discussion. 

Councillors Forum 
Cllr Thomas provided a summary of a Teams meeting (18/12/24) with Cllr Rake, Cllr Hales (Strete Parish 
Council), and a representative of Connecting Devon and Somerset. The meeting was to discuss the recent 
scaling back of the Airband contract to provide high speed broadband in rural areas, the reasons for the 
scaling back, and the effects it would have on the Parishes of Blackawton and Strete. Cllr Thomas also 
highlighted the email link, recently circulated to Councillors, regarding a petition for funds to retain the 
Slapton Line and suggested that it should be circulated as widely as possible. Cllr Thomas volunteered to 
ensure that details were provided for the Beacon and the Parish website. Cllrs Mardon and Oughton 
volunteered to place details on social media sites. 

Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Rake (Chair) and Coe, and the Clerk. 

Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of Members' interests in agenda items. 

Minutes of Previous Meetings 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 December 2024 were noted but not approved. 
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Report from South Hams District Council Councillor 
In his absence, Cllr Rake provided a written report which focussed on the Government’s English 
Devolution White Paper and the reasons why he finds the proposals, and the developments that have 
followed, “extremely alarming”. 

Report from Devon County Council Councillor 
The majority of Cllr Brazil’s report was also about the Government’s English Devolution White Paper and 
took a similar standpoint to Cllr Rake: highlighting specific issues in Devon, and noting how the creation 
of unitary authorities in Cornwall and in Somerset have lead to the closure of many discretionary services.  
Cllr Brazil also provided an update on the plans to revise car parking charges in South Hams District 
Council’s car parks. 

Planning Applications 
SHDC Planning Decisions. The decisions on the following planning applications were noted: 
1345/24/HHO Hutcherleigh House Lower Hutcherleigh Blackawton TQ9 7AD. Householder application 

for extensions & alterations, including two storey & single storey extensions to side & rear 
of dwelling. Conditional Approval. 

3717/24/ARC West Hartley Bungalow, TQ9 7DH. Application for approval of details reserved by 
conditions 4 (CMP), 7 (Disposal of Foul Water), 8 (Surface Water Design) & 10 (Landscape 
Plan) to planning consent 2815/23/FUL. Discharge of Condition Approved. 

1393/23/OPA Land At SX 808 511, Blackawton. Application for outline planning application with some 
matters reserved (access & layout) for demolition of existing dwelling (former Park 
Home), workshop, greenhouse, three small outbuildings and polytunnel & construction of 
two semi-detached single storey dwellings & two detached two storey dwellings with 
associated vehicular access improvements & landscaping. Conditional Approval. 

Application received for possible response between meetings of BPC. The following application was noted: 

3845/24/CLE Washwalk Mill Blackawton TQ9 7AE. Certificate of lawfulness for existing separation of 
Washwalk Mill into main dwelling and attached Annexe in association with main dwelling. 
Whole property used for residential use. Closed for comments 1/1/25. A decision will be 
made by SHDC based on evidence provided to it. 

French Furze Development in Blackawton 
Cllr Rake emailed the developer on 3/12/24 asking for lighting at the Business Units to be turned off. The 
lights remain on and are causing some concern to local residents. Cllr Thomas referred to an email 
(19/12/24) from an SHDC S106 Officer to the developer requesting a January date for a meeting to review 
the Business Units. Cllr Thomas was not aware of any response.  

Finance 
Update on Current Financial Position. The reports were not read out due to the Clerk’s absence. 

Payments & Receipts. The following outstanding invoices were noted but not authorised: 
Cleaning of Blackawton PC’s bus shelters £222.00 
Clerk Expenses Reimbursement November £34.96 & December £28.23 
WCAG 2.2 standard website accessibility assessment £80.00 
It was suggested that, with the exception of the Clerk’s expenses reimbursement, these could be authorised 
by the Chair and the Clerk, and that authorisation of the Clerk’s expenses should be carried forward to the 
next meeting. 

The following payments authorised since the last meeting were noted: 
Tindle Newspapers, Advert for grounds maintenance contract £168.00 
Cllr Hadow, Reimbursement for yellow rattle seed for Cemetery £50.00 

Budget and Precept 2025/26. Draft budget documentation was only available on Cllr Oughton’s 
smartphone – which significantly limited the opportunity for meaningful discussion. All Cllrs present 
indicated that they would not request their Councillor Allowance in the forthcoming year. Grants and 
projects as listed by the Clerk were read out by Cllr Oughton. No changes were suggested for the Clerk to 
use in the preparation of the proposed budget. 

Correspondence 
The following correspondence was noted: 

• South Hams Dementia Awareness Forum meeting, 15/1/25 from 1pm to 3pm. 

• SHDC Parking Charges Consultation. Closed 5/1/25. 

Grounds Maintenance Contract 
This item was deferred until the next meeting. 
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The next meetings of the Parish Council will be held in the Village Hall on Monday 27th January at 7.30 
pm, to finalise the budget and precept demand, and on Tuesday 4th February 2025 at 7.30 pm. You 
are most welcome to join the meeting and to raise any issues which may be of concern to you. 

There are Report It buttons on www.blackawtoncommunity.com to report problems to DCC (eg. highway 
issues such as potholes and flooding) and SHDC (eg. planning enforcement, missed waste collection, fly 
tipping, and abandoned vehicles). 

 from Peter Hales 

Where friendliness matters above all else 
The Probus Club of Stoke Fleming and District has been in existence since 1984. We meet fortnightly on 
the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month. The meetings start at 10.30 am with coffee followed by 
a speaker at 11.00 am and on the first meeting of the month we also have lunch at 12.30 pm. 

The club is keen to attract new members and a warm welcome will be given to guests. Please call Peter 
Hales on 01803 770739 or email peterhales21@gmail.com for more information and to arrange to 
be welcomed to a trial meeting. 

Our meetings in February are: 
Wednesday 12th lunch Jim Redman: Robert Burns, Scotland's best known poet 
Wednesday 26th coffee Bryan Short: Last Man Standing, the demise of Alexander the Great's generals 

The Beacon is produced monthly and distributed free of charge to over 300 houses in the village and 
surrounding area. Email beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com if you would like a copy to be 
delivered to you. You can also ask to receive the Beacon by email. 

Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be posted to, or dropped off at, 1 The Cross, Park Lane, Blackawton,TQ9 7BD. 
The deadline for the February edition is Tuesday 18th February. 

Cllr Ruth Coe 01803 712131 ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Sue Hadow 07306 007681 sue@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Rob Luckens 01803 712111 rob@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Charli Mardon  charli@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Chris Oughton, Vice chair 01803 302487 chriso@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 01803 861129 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Steve Thomas 01803 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 01803 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Tree Warden, Bob Harvey 01803 712662 clyston23@gmail.com 

Parish Lengthsman, Ian Cumberlidge 07773 691260 

Other contacts  

South Hams Cllr Simon Rake 01803 861129 Cllr.Simon.Rake@southhams.gov.uk 

South Hams District Council 01803 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 

SHDC emergency out of hours 01803 867034 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 

Police non-urgent reporting 101 101@dc.police.uk 

or online form at www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Dartmouth/Contact 

/D:/Blackawton%20Parish%20Council/Beacon/2020/Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk
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If you would like to make a donation, please put Beacon on the outside of the envelope and put it in the 
Church's donation box beside the visitors book, or drop it off at 1, The Cross, Park Lane. Please note that 
cheques must be payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you. 

Andrew Morrow 

 

 

Order your Valentine’s Flowers from 

Blackawton Blooms 
 today!  

Order your breath-taking, sensational hand-tied Valentine’s flowers to let that special person 
know how you feel. Available for local delivery in the South Hams or for postal country-wide.  

Bouquets for local delivery start at £35 plus delivery charges (collection also 
available). Postal flowers start at £40, with next day delivery by Parcelforce £15.  

Hand-tied bouquets are tastefully wrapped in brown paper and raffia and postal flowers are 
packaged in recycled and recyclable packaging. All flowers come with cut-flower food and a 
lovely notecard. 

Please order your Valentine’s flowers by February 10th if possible. 

Also taking Mother’s Day orders now. 

Email me at info@blackawtonblooms.co.uk, or call/message me on 07951 296494. 

 

Check out my FB page www.facebook.com/blackawtonblooms 
for photos of bouquets 

and my website www.blackawtonblooms.co.uk. 
 

Many thanks, Jane, Blackawton Blooms 
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Mason Accountancy 
Small Business Accountants 

 

Mason Accountancy specialises in providing personal accounting services to individuals, sole traders, 
partnerships and small local businesses.  We can take care of all your tax and statutory reporting 
obligations, so that you have time to concentrate on your business. 

Friendly & Professional Accounting 

Get in touch at: anne-marie@masonaccountancy.com 
07733 334797, www.masonaccountancy.com 

 

 

Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 

Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 

www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 

 

 

To advertise your business 

in the Beacon email 

beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

for prices and other details 
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Saturday 1st 7.00 pm BADS pantomime Wood Side Story Village Hall 

Tuesday 4th 6.00 pm Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Blackawton Parish Council meeting Village Hall 

Wednesday 5th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to The Willows via Totnes Bus shelter 

 9.00 am 
10.30 am 

Hatha Yoga Class 
Chair Yoga 

Village Hall 

Friday 7th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Monday 10th  Quiz night The George Inn 

Tuesday 11th 6.00 pm Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

Wednesday 12th 9.00 am 
10.30 am 

Hatha Yoga Class 
Chair Yoga 

Village Hall 

Friday 14th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Saturday 15th  Live music with ‘Rhythm and Shoes’ The George Inn 

Tuesday 18th  Beacon deadline for March edition  

Wednesday 19th 10.30 am Blackawton WI meeting Village Hall 

Friday 21st 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Tuesday 25th 6.00 pm Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

Wednesday 26th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Newton Abbot via Totnes Bus shelter 

 9.00 am 
10.30 am 

Hatha Yoga Class 
Chair Yoga 

Village Hall 

Friday 28th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 
 


