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Blackawton Beacon 
February 2022 

published jointly by the Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council 
Blackawton Parish Council 
We have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor – become part of our team! 

Being part of Blackawton Parish Council gives you an opportunity to make a real difference to your 
community. Please visit www.blackawtoncommunity.com, or talk to any of the Councillors or the 
Clerk (contact details below), for more information. 

If you are 18 or older and live or work in Blackawton we want to hear from you! 

Applications close 14th February 2022 

Open Mic Night from Scott Wilson 
The George Inn ~ Saturday 5th of February 

Are you a musician, comedian, poet or entertainer? If so, would you be interested in sharing your talents 
with our village? If so, please come down to The George Inn on Saturday the 5th of February from 7.00 
pm. There will be a PA set up, with ten channels, and two microphones available (please bring your own 
mics and instruments if need be). There will be two electro-acoustic guitars available, which anyone can 
use, and backing tracks can be played if you have them. Please share your talents and come and watch what 
our village has to offer. 

Contact Scott scottyrocks@hotmail.co.uk with any queries. 

Playing Fields from Jenny Wilson 
Playing Fields Clean Up!   Help Needed! 

The Playing Fields Committee invites you to join the Playing Fields Clean Up on 5th February. 
Come and help with the annual maintenance of the play facilities in the village and find out more about 
what we do. We'll be at the Playpark from 10.00 am until approx 2.00 pm (weather permitting). 

We'd love to meet you , especially if you are new to the village. 

Playing Fields Committee Meeting 
We are holding the next Committee Meeting on Thursday 17th February in the George Inn at 7.30 pm. 
New members are needed so please come along and see if you would like to play a part in the 
committee. Any help (small or large) is welcome! 

Email Chris at cjgwilson@hotmail.com if you have any questions. 

Blackawton WI 

  
Saturday 5th March 2022 at 2.00 pm 
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St Michael's Church 
Services for February 
Date Time Service 

Sunday 6th February 9.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) 

Sunday 13th February 9.30 am Morning Worship 

Sunday 20th February 11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 27th February 11.00 am Holy Communion 
at St Andrew’s, East Allington 

The services above are correct at time of going to press. Please see weekly pew sheet, gate notices or “A 
Church Near You” website for the latest information. We will also email any changes or additions to our 
mailing list – if you’re not on our mailing list and would like to be, please send an email saying “subscribe” 
with “Blackawton Church News” as the subject to chris.janman@gmail.com. 

 

Vicar's letter from Rev'd Alison Shaw 
Dear friends, 
As we get further into the New Year, we are facing yet more challenges and uncertainty from the pandemic. 
Over the years my feelings about a new year have varied from being hopeful and full of anticipation, to 
relief that the past year has ended; following a significant loss and the need to just survive until the new 
year and then being hit by the reality that this is how life is from now on. 
At the Epiphany, we remember that the Magi (the Kings, the Wise Men) travelled through the darkness of 
the night, following the light of the star. Psalm 30:5 says, ‘Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes 
in the morning’. But, how long is the night? The Magi travelled through many dark nights, and the ‘dark 
night of our soul’ does not tend to last for just one night. 
As a new year stretches before us, we will each be carrying different thoughts and feelings about it – some 
hopeful, some anxious, some may be overwhelmed. Psalm 61:2, ‘When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me 
to the rock that is higher than I’. A year can feel like a long time, but just one day at a time can often be 
more manageable. As surely as the sunrise will happen each morning may we be assured also of God’s 
faithfulness that His mercies are new every morning and His grace is sufficient ... for one day … and then 
the next day … 
Great is Thy faithfulness is a hymn familiar to many, and perhaps as we walk forward into 2022 this can 
be our prayer for the year ahead. Giving thanks and acknowledging God’s faithfulness, and trusting Him 
for strength one day at a time, and with bright hope for tomorrow and for His many blessings. 
This new year may we each have strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, and may the love and 
peace of God be with us all. Every blessing. 

Our church team 
Vicar Rev'd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Frank Robinson 712249 
Churchwardens Kate Janman 712362  Lyn Robinson 712249 
 Chris Janman 712362    

Church Cleaning Rota from Sue Hadow 
Can you help us? 
We are a small team who help to keep the church looking good by doing some cleaning every 6 weeks. 
John and Pat Metcalfe, who have been on the rota for many years, are now moving to Totnes and we 
would like to thank them for their regular cleaning of the church during that time. 
If you can help us by joining our rota and giving from 20 minutes to an hour of your time every 6 
weeks please contact Sue Hadow (suehadow@gmail.com). 

Many thanks 
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Village Life 
Blackawton & Strete History Society from Anne Harvey 
You know how it happens. Somebody dies and among the papers found by relatives there is something 
which they don’t want to keep for themselves but think should go to a local history group somewhere. This 
has just happened to BASH when we were contacted by Kathleen, whose aunt Lilian had died leaving 
behind a first-hand account of how Women’s Voluntary Services (WVS) volunteers from ‘up country’, 
probably from the Bristol area, came to help run an information office here in the five weeks just prior to 
the village’s evacuation in 1943. Kathleen does not know whether or not her aunt was the WVS member 
who wrote the document or was just a member of the group who came here. 
Kathleen has now sent the original manuscript to keep in BASH records. It makes fascinating reading but 
it is too long to go into the Beacon complete. The original is six pages of typewritten foolscap (anybody 
remember that?) and is a very flimsy document. To make it available to anybody who cares to read it I shall 
be transcribing it into a computer file.  
I am also pleased to report that BASH’s photo exhibition Blackawton in the 1990s, mentioned in the 
January issue, is now mounted in the north aisle of the church. It will be there until the end of February so 
please come and see it. You can see and read about our village as it was then or - if you lived here then - 
you might just find a face you recognise on one of the photos. 

Sustainable Blackawton from Laura Perry 
In the middle of January there was a sewage blockage in Blackawton which 
resulted in a sewage overflow in a field in the village. South West Water were very 
quick to respond and came out immediately as they feared there was a danger it 
would seep into the water course. They worked into the early hours of the 
morning to unblock it, having to bring in a huge vehicle from Callington in 
Cornwall to assist. SWW will be fined for the sewage overflow. 
The problem was an accumulation of wet wipes and fat. Although wet wipes say 
on them that they are biodegradable and flushable, they really are not! 
Technically it’s true, as they will biodegrade in 6 months or so, and they do flush, 
but they cause blockages and huge expense over and over again, and ultimately 
the cost is passed on to all of us in our water bills. So please avoid flushing wet 
wipes down the loo, and try to avoid any fats going down the sink. Thank you. 

Wormcharming 2022 from Sam Townsend 
The Wormcharming team has had their third meeting and plans continue to host the 36th 
Blackawton International Festival of Wormcharming during the early May Bank Holiday. Our 
“village day” planning is taking shape and presents an opportunity for the whole community to 
get involved. Ideas are flowing, the volunteer team is doing well but there’s always room for more! 
Why not join us when we next meet in the George Inn. It’s a great way to meet more locals! 
Contact Steve on 712840 or steve@fatboydesigns.co.uk. 

 

Hire Dog for Wormcharming from Carey Burton 
Every year the Wormcharming Fun Dog Show has had a “dog for hire” so that people without their own 
dog can still join in. A volunteer dog is available to borrow (for a voluntary donation) on a class-by-class 
basis. I am sad to report that since the last dog show, our wonderful volunteer, Henry, has gone to doggy 

Auction, Auction, Auction 
Sunday 1st May at The George Inn 

As you read last month, we are getting things moving for our famous village Auction that ends the fun-
filled Wormcharming Festival. We are looking for auction items from log loads to wine, local 
services to a delicious local meal voucher. Don’t be shy with your offerings or suggestions, ask friends 
and family. The proceeds help local charities, and we have great fun in the process. 
Please contact Diana at dianavbardell@gmail.com or Sam at samcoastaldream@gmail.com or 
ring 07493 416764 for more details/information. We look forward to hearing from you. 



Blackawton Beacon February 2022 page 4 of 14 

heaven in the clouds, so, I am looking for his successor. A dog volunteer must be friendly and passive. They 
must be comfortable to be in the presence of lots of noise, people and other dogs, and comfortable to be 
handled by strangers, many of them children, so it is best if they don’t pull too much. To make sure that 
they feel happy, their adult human family member will need to be with them, next to the show ring, 
throughout the show. A volunteer dog can be any size, any breed and any age. 
The Fun Dog Show starts immediately after the Wormcharming in the Secret Field. Wormcharming is 
Sunday 1st May. If you think your dog would like to volunteer, please contact me on 07754 493160. 

West Dart Community Bus  
Timetable for February: 
Friday 4th February Dartmouth via Dittisham 
Friday 18th February Dartmouth via Dittisham 
Wednesday 23rd February Totnes and Newton Abbot 
All services leave Blackawton bus stop at 9.30 am. Face coverings are required for travel. Bookings are 
essential, at least 24 hours prior to the service. Please email info@ringandride.net or call 01752 
690444 to book or for further information. 

We are always looking to recruit more volunteer drivers so we can extend our services. 
The bus is also available for hire within our community. 

Your local contact is Claudia Benzies: 07712 210300. 

Community Library from Chris Janman 
The Community Library (or Book Swap or whatever you like to call it) has moved from the Community 
Shop to the back of the Church (2 bookcases just beyond the table at the foot of the gallery stairs). 
Donations of books are always welcome, but fiction only, please.  (The bottom shelf of one bookcase has 
non-fiction, but experience shows that there is little or no demand for it – no matter how good the book 
is!) We would suggest that any non-fiction books you wish to get rid of could be donated to the Oxfam 
bookshops in Totnes or Kingsbridge. 
Excess books will periodically be taken into the Church’s second-hand book stock and will be sold at 
various events – if you are not happy with this, please do not donate. 
The books are (were originally at any rate) arranged alphabetically by author – please keep this up! 

 

Mobile Library from Heidi Baumback-McCoy, Devon Libraries 
Ivybridge Mobile Library is now back on the road!  
Customers will be able to come on board the library van, individually or in their household bubbles, to 
choose books and other items. To make sure that there are enough books to go around we will be limiting 
borrowing to 5 items per person for the time being. Face masks to be worn, everyone to use the hand 
sanitiser and observe social distancing rules when using the mobile library. Returned books will be 
quarantined for 72 hours. 
The next visit to Blackawton will be on Tuesday 1st February at 11.55 am. 

Blackawton WI from Sandra Tope 
Fresh from our Christmas break, 14 members and 1 visitor gathered at the Village Hall for our January 
meeting. Our speaker was Purdy Giles who runs her own business 'Purdys Punjabi cuisine' from her home 
in Plymouth. While she prepared some onion bhajis, she gave us an insight into her life. Whilst she was 
born in India, her family relocated to Wolverhampton, (and had to learn the language fairly quickly!), 
giving her a westernised upbringing, but still maintaining Sikh standards at home. Having run away from 
home at 16 to escape an abusive father and a planned arranged marriage, she chose her own husband, had 
a family and worked in Social Services for many years. However, in 2017 she decided on a change of 

 

Henry Richards' Dog Walking Service 
Tel: 07562 321233 or enquire at The Old Shop, 

Ruby House for rates and times. 
Blackawton village only 

(free for short-term unplanned emergency needs)  
 



Blackawton Beacon February 2022 page 5 of 14 

direction, having eventually reunited with her family and rediscovered her Indian roots, and set up her 
business giving demonstrations of cookery. 
While we completed the business part of the meeting, Purdy cooked what she had prepared and we were 
all able to have a taste with our cup of tea. They really were delicious, and she was an inspiring speaker. 
Dates for our craft, lunch and book clubs were given out, as well as details of Devon WI outings to Exmouth 
to go bird watching. The competition of a decorative elephant was won by Sue Taylor, and the bloom of the 
month was won by Christine Bond. Well done to them both. 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 16 February, again at the Village Hall, 2.30 pm. Our speaker 
is Katherine Kelly, speaking on the life of a lighthouse keeper. 

 

Community Shop 
 from Kate Purver 
Shop opening times: 
Monday to Friday 8.30 am – 5.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 
Telephone number 712157.  Email blackawtonshop@gmail.com 

Your Community Shop Needs … Newspaper Volunteers 
Early riser? Community spirited (but happy to work solo)? Newspaper fanatic? Any of the above?  Our 
newspaper volunteers get to the shop early each morning in order to sort and label the newspapers, so 
papers are available for customers and your orders are ready for collection. 

The team really needs a bit more help! 
If you could offer just an early-morning hour per week – from 7.30 to 8.30 am – that would be a real help. 
The shop relies on volunteers to keep your services running. Please get in touch if you can help out. 

Reducing plastic use 
We have expanded our refill station, and now stock refills of Ecover and Bio D cleaning products. The refill 
station provides an ethical product, allowing you to discard less plastic and get better value for money. In 
an effort to make plastic-free products more available the shop now also stocks many new items including 
plastic-free chewing gum, sellotape, wrapping paper, toilet rolls, doggy bags and baby wipes. 

 

Wines of the Month 
Why not treat your Valentine to a bottle of Gold Medal winning Prosecco from 
the sun drenched vineyards north of Venice? Di Maria Prosecco is dry, pale and 
elegant, delicately fruity and light, with a long-lasting flavour. £9.50 per bottle. 
Or think pink! with a delicious sparkling rosé from Boschendal in South Africa for 
£14 a bottle. This fizz has a lovely tiny bubble sparkle, with pomegranate and 
strawberry aromas and a fresh crisp flavour with hints of red berries. A wonderful treat 
on a winter’s night. 

100 Club 
And if you haven’t already, please do sign up for our 100 club. A one-off £15 subscription gives you a chance 
each month to win one of several cash prizes! whilst also benefiting the shop.  The more people sign up, 
the bigger the prizes! December draw winners were Arthur Eden £20, Felicity Bellamy £10, Jane Allen £5. 
The winners of the Christmas hamper draw were Laura Howell and family. 

We are much more than Jam and Jerusalem, and welcome ladies of all ages. It is a great way to make 
new friends, learn new skills and broaden your horizons. If you would like to come along and see what 
we're all about, you would be very welcome! Please come and give us a try! 
For more information please call Christine on 712271 or Sandra on 712622. 
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Village Hall 
 from Laura Howell 
February events at the Village Hall  
Blackawton Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 1st at 7.30 pm 
Blackawton WI Wednesday 16th at 2.30 - 4.30 pm 
Weekly classes 
Hatha Yoga Class with Hannah Roberts (07951 079608) 
Wednesday 2nd, 9th and 16th, 9.00 - 10.15 am. 
Keep Fit Class with Antonia Bastin (tonibastin@live.co.uk or 07943 966988) 
Wednesday 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd, 6.00 - 7.00 pm. 
Creative X Fledgelings with Kate Webb (www.creative-x-workshops.com/fledglings) 
Thursday 3rd, 10th, and 17th. 4.15 - 5.00 pm.  
DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry (info@flaviacacace.com) 
Thursday 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th. 6.00 - 6.50 pm. 
Saturday 12th, 19th and 26th, 9.00 - 10.00 am. 
Dance With Flavia (info@flaviacacace.com) 
Thursday 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th, 7.00 - 8.00 pm. 

Booking the Village Hall  
The best way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the internet:  
1. On the community website www.blackawtoncommunity.com click COMMUNITY then 

BLACKAWTON VILLAGE HALL. Scroll down to see the current month and navigate to the date 
required.  

2. On Facebook search for “Blackawton Village Hall” then use the ‘Contact Us’ button and follow the 
navigation instructions above.  

If you don't have internet access, please phone 07968 314653. 
You will receive an email within a few days with a Hire Agreement and Invoice. Provisional bookings only 
become confirmed after the signed hire agreement has been received and the deposit is paid, both of which 
should be within 2 weeks of the invoice date. 

The Village Hall is fully open for bookings and while most Covid-19 restrictions are no longer mandatory, 
they are still recommended. It is the responsibility of the hirer to ensure that any mandatory Covid-19 
restrictions that are in place at the time of hire are complied with, and the hirer is liable for any penalties 
imposed for breaches of the restrictions. There are several posters reminding users what the guidance is. 
Sanitising: Hand sanitiser stations are in the entrance hall, both toilets and the kitchen, please ensure 
that they are used. Surface sanitiser is provided in the kitchen and the baby changing area; please sanitise 
all surfaces used before and after use.  
Track & Trace: Ensure that everyone attending scans the QR code or writes their name on the recording 
sheets provided and leave them in the hall. 

No Dogs, except assistance dogs, are permitted inside the hall. 

Hire Charges (not including security deposit): 
Adult’s Party (up to 6 hours, additional hours charged at hourly rate) £80 
Child’s Party (up to 3 hours, additional hours charged at hourly rate) £20 
Full day hire £200 
Hourly rate (per hour or part thereof) £10 

Village Hall Furniture, Glasses, Crockery and Cutlery 
A small amount (5 or fewer tables and 20 or fewer chairs) can sometimes be borrowed in return for an 
agreed donation and a deposit of £10. Suggested donation amounts are £5 per large table, £3 per small 
table and £1 per chair. Larger amounts of furniture can be borrowed but will be charged at the appropriate 
rate to hire the hall for the duration. A member of the committee should be present both when the furniture 
is taken and returned. Donation and deposit must be paid before any furniture is removed. Glasses, 
crockery, and cutlery may also be hired for a donation on the same terms. Requests should be made to 
villagehall@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
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Parish Council 
Blackawton Parish Council meeting from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 
Notes of a meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on Tuesday 11 January 2022 at 7.30 pm in 
Blackawton Village Hall. 
Open Forum  
No matters raised. 
Present 
Cllrs Mewes (Meeting Chair), Curry, Thomas, and Mallyon were present, as were A Thom (Clerk) and 
South Hams District Councillor Reeve. 
Report from South Hams District Council Councillor 
South Hams District Councillor Reeve reported that there is now an Omicron Hospitality and Leisure 
Grant. SHDC has directly contacted businesses based on previous applications. If you have not been 
contacted check your junk mail and get in touch with SHDC. 
SHDC is not able to provide a Christmas tree collection this year. Trees can be taken to Torr Quarry 
Recycling Centre, Kingsbridge. 
SHDC has its first ‘task & finish’ group housing meeting this coming week. Any suggestions with regard to 
tackling the housing crisis in the South Hams would be gratefully received.  
It has not been possible to arrange volunteers with the skills and experience to do a one-off free emptying 
of the brown bins. Cllr Reeve will update the Parish Council on the Waste and Recycling service whenever 
she can. 
There is grant fund money available for new projects. 
SHDC is working to address drainage at French Furze. 
Cllr Mallyon reported that the planting by the developer at the back of his property, for privacy and light 
screening, hasn’t happened. He also reported that the trees planted as part of the landscape planting don’t 
have protectors and some trees now have strimmed bark. It appears Vistry is responsible for landscape 
maintenance. The Clerk will review the S.106 regrading the formation of the Management Body. 
Open Forum - Village Speed Limit and Speed Survey 
A member of the public now present at the meeting asked about the location for the speed survey and the 
reason behind choice of location. BPC has requested it be located on the road between Trench Furze corner 
and Normandy Cross, just below where the footpath from French Furze enters Main Street and just below 
parked cars. The location was chosen because this is where the traffic is the fastest. 
They also asked about moving the village speed limit to beyond French Furze because vehicles accelerate 
once they are beyond Trench Furze corner. The Clerk will investigate this. The Clerk was also asked to 
contact DCC about removal of road signs left behind after recent roadworks. 
Report from Devon County Council Councillor 
Deferred in the absence of Devon County Councillor Brazil. 
Planning Issues 
SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals 
0862/21/ARC Dartmouth Golf and Country Club Blackawton Devon TQ9 7DE. Application for approval 

of details reserved by conditions 3 and 4 of Planning Permission 0700/20/FUL. 
Discharge of condition approved. 

4700/21/TEX Wadstray House Blackawton TQ9 7DE. T5: Beech - Fell due to excessive decay at middle 
section of trunk, gradual decline to crown and in close proximity to main road and house; 
T1: Sweet Chestnut - Fell due to increase in decay at base, decline to crown and potential 
danger to adjacent property; T2: Oak - Fell due to death of tree and danger to adjacent 
property. No objections raised. 

4516/21/NMM Annexe 3, Coach House Shepleigh Cottage Blackawton TQ9 7AH. Application for non-
material minor amendment to planning consent 2506/19/HHO for alterations to doors 
and windows on North East and South East elevations. Refusal. 

Review of New Applications  
4625/21/NMM Proposed Development At SX 8074 5071 Blackawton. Non Material Minor amendment to 

planning consent 1972/17/FUL for reduction to front wall, minor window position 
amendments and new internal layout. No comment by BPC. 
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4678/21/CLE Land Adjacent 25 French Furze Road Blackawton. Certificate of lawfulness for existing use 
of land for B8 purposes (storage of builder's equipment and materials) and associated 
building and container. For information. The decision on this application will be based on 
evidence provided to SHDC’s Officers. 

Consultations 
Technical Consultation on the Local Government Finance Settlement for 2022/23, 13/1/22. The proposal 
includes ‘setting no council tax referendum principles for town and parish councils’ in expectation that 
parish and town councils continue to show restraint when raising precepts. 
Vacancy for a Parish Councillor 
The vacancy will be advertised, including in the February Beacon. If there is more than one applicant, an 
extraordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 22 February at 7 30pm, a week before the March meeting 
of the Parish Council on 1 March. 
French Furze Project 
SHDC Cllr Reeve has passed on information from Vistry regarding work being done towards completion 
of the development. Once the play area fencing is done and the area is ready for use, it will have an 
inspection to get its ROSPA approval and then be allowed to be opened. The area is reduced compared 
with the original proposal, by the central steps. Vistry is looking into extending the path and opening up 
the gate into School Lane. Planning approval is needed so this would take time. Cllr Reeve is arranging a 
visit for SHDC to inspect the business units with the Parish Council. The meeting agreed BPC councillors 
will visit the site Monday 31/1/22 at 2 pm. Cllr Reeve will respond to Vistry. The Clerk will contact the 
Education South West to establish if it is possible that the School will in the future want to use the steps 
for direct access into the School’s land. 
Slapton Line Monument Maintenance Draft Maintenance Agreement 
It was resolved to in principle support a proposal to agree to contribute to the maintenance cost associated 
with the relocated Slapton Line Monument for ten years, pro-rata based on the population of the Parishes 
named on the Monument. It is expected that Cllrs Rake and Thomas will attend the next joint parish 
meeting on Thursday 3 February. Cllr Mewes reported that the annual cost to BPC will vary depending on 
work required. It will be in the region of £120. The Clerk said the calculation appears to be based on the 
census population of the parishes. 
Graffiti in the Village  
Correspondence received about incidents of graffiti in the village in December and actions taken was noted. 
The Parish Council is saddened by the incidents. They have been reported to SHDC. If it gets worse it 
becomes a police matter. 
Brown Bins  
The update that a one-off emptying of brown bins by volunteers in February is not happening because it 
has not been possible to arrange volunteers with the necessary skills and experience was noted. 
Finance 
Update on Current Financial Position 
The Report showed a total balance of £56,417.01 and unearmarked reserves of £14,084.27. 
Payments Made, Due and Received 
It was resolved to approve the following payments due:  
DALC, Being a Good Councillor Short Course £48.00 
Clerk, Expenses reimbursement CE28 £20.26 
2022/23 Budget  
It was resolved to approve a 2022/23 precept demand of £17,500. It has been increased to reflect four new 
residences being built and inflation. It was resolved to approve the budget as circulated, with the above 
change in the precept demand. 
Correspondence 
The following correspondence has been addressed, for information only.  
 Resident, 9/11/21, BPC providing a bank account service for bellringers, BPC is not able to do this. 
 30/11/21 Slapton CSG, Enquiry about Jubilee events, bonfire, bellringing. 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 1st February 2022 at 7.30 pm. It is 
currently planned to meet in the Village Hall and that rapid COVID-19 tests will be done. You are most 
welcome to join the meeting and to raise any issues which may be of concern to you. 
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Council contacts 

 

There are Report It buttons on www.blackawtoncommunity.com to report problems to DCC (eg. highway 
issues such as potholes and flooding) and SHDC (eg. planning enforcement, missed waste collection, fly 
tipping, and abandoned vehicles). 

the Wider Community 
The Probus Club of Stoke Fleming & District from John Light 

Where friendliness matters above all else 
The Probus Club of Stoke Fleming and District wish the village of Blackawton and all their members a 
Happy, Prosperous and healthy New Year. 
Our programme for February is as follows: 
February 9th Lunch Liz Raeburn A Walk round England 
February 23rd Coffee Peter Barker Jordan 
Why not be our guest? Our Club is keen to attract new members. Come and join us and receive a warm 
welcome from our members. 
For more information please contact John Light on 834861 or email johnlight1@gmail.com. Or you 
can visit our website at www.stokeflemingprobus.wixsite.com/stokeflemingprobus. 

 

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Sol Curry 07941 103308 sol@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 alan@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Robin Mewes, Vice-chair 07733 097551 robin@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Parish Lengthsman, Mike Pearey 732628 

Other contacts  

Police non-urgent reporting 101 dartmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
or online at www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Dartmouth/Contact 

South Hams Cllr Helen Reeve 01548 821306 Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk 
South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 
SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 
Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 

07970 971140 
julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 

Stanborough Chorus from Claudia Benzies 
We are always delighted to welcome new singers to the Stanborough Chorus and invite you to sing with 
us for up to four weeks, at the end of which time we will ask you to decide whether you would like to 
join the choir. We do hope that you will! We are a community choir and there is no audition! We meet 
at Kingsbridge Methodist Church every Monday. 
Do you need to be able to read music? 
It helps, but it’s not essential! You will need to set aside some time to practise. We can provide practice 
CDs at a very reasonable cost. Our librarian will provide you with the necessary music. 
What do we sing? 
We have a wide ranging repertoire from baroque to modern classical music, oratorios and masses to 
anthems. We also include the occasional musicals.  
Interested? Phone Jenny Kinder 01548 810750 or Tom Gilkes 01548 560973 or Claudia Benzies 
712571 or just come along. For more information go to www.stanboroughchorus.com. 
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from the Editor 
Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be dropped off at the Community Shop or at 1 The Cross, Park Lane. The 
deadline for the March edition is Saturday 19th February. 
If you would like to make a donation, please put Beacon on the outside of the envelope and drop it off at 
the Shop, or put it in the Church's donation box beside the visitors book. Please note that cheques must be 
payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you. 

Andrew Morrow 

Advertisements 

 

 

 

 

Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 
Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 
www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 
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To advertise your business 

in the Beacon email 
beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

for prices and other details 
 

 

Dream Thyme Herbal 
Herbal skincare and remedies, 

handmade by Tania in Blackawton 

Using locally-picked plants 

including nettles, rosehips, 

marshmallow and more 

Palm oil and nasty free 

Visit me on my market stall at Dartmouth 
Saturday and Totnes Friday markets 

Herbal educator at Dartington College 

Email dreamthymeherbal@gmail.com 
for enquiries or a product list 

Green Compass 
private hire 

ECO-CAB 
100% electric 

call Laura 07488 567705 
South Hams's first fully electric 

private hire company 
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Your friendly local Wine Merchant 
Buy online or visit our shop 

in Blackpool Valley 
Wines from £7.75 and many under £10 

Free local delivery or pre-order and collect. 

Visit our website, send an email 
or call 01803 770737 

#supportlocal - go on 
give our wines a try! 

Jonathan & Suzie Sutton 

www.michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 

wines@michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 
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We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 
- Domestic Electrical - Solar PV Installations 
- Commercial & Agricultural Electrical - Solar PV Monitoring 
- Testing & Inspections - Solar PV Servicing 
- Home Automation - Solar Panel Cleaning 
- Fire & Security - Solar iBoost Installation 
- EV Charging - Solar Battery Storage 
- Electrical Heating 
- LED Lighting 

01548 550909  -  info@danielknightelectrical.com  -  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com 

 

Mason Accountancy 
Small Business Accountants 

 

Mason Accountancy specialises in providing personal accounting services to individuals, sole traders, 
partnerships and small local businesses.  We can take care of all your tax and statutory reporting 
obligations, so that you have time to concentrate on your business. 

Friendly & Professional Accounting 

Get in touch at: anne-marie@masonaccountancy.com 
07733334797, www.masonaccountancy.com 

 

Blackawton Blooms Valentine’s Flowers 

 

Order your breath-taking, sensational hand-tied 

Valentine’s flowers 
to let that special person know how you feel 

Available for delivery in the South Hams or postal country-wide  
Bouquets for local delivery start at £25 plus delivery charges (collection also available). Postal 
flowers start at £35, with next day delivery by Parcelforce £9.95. 

Hand-tied bouquets are tastefully wrapped in brown paper and raffia and postal flowers are 
packaged in recycled and recyclable packaging. All flowers come with flower food and a 
beautiful card. 

My flowers have a minimal carbon footprint, are grown organically without pesticides or 
artificial fertilisers, they are peat-free, plastic-free and grown in harmony with nature here in 
Devon and are a zero air mile product. From March to October my flowers are grown in 
Blackawton and Moreleigh. From November to March I buy in from other Devon, SW and British 
growers (so they are also zero air miles). All of this and long-lasting to boot. 

Please order your Valentine’s flowers before February 10th 

Also taking Mother’s Day orders now 

Email Jane at info@blackawtonblooms.co.uk or call/message me on 07951 296494. 

Check out my FB page www.facebook.com/blackawtonblooms for photos of bouquets and 
wreaths, and visit www.blackawtonblooms.co.uk. 
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Parish Diary 
February 2022 
Tuesday 1st 11.55 am Mobile library Bus shelter 

 7.30 pm Blackawton Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

Wednesday 2nd 9.00 am Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 3rd 4.15 pm Creative X Fledgelings Village Hall 

 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Friday 4th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Saturday 5th 10.00 am Playing Fields clean up Playpark 

 7.00 pm Open Mic Night The George Inn 

Wednesday 9th 9.00 am Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 10th 4.15 pm Creative X Fledgelings Village Hall 

 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Saturday 12th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

Monday 14th  Deadline for Parish Councillor applications  

Wednesday 16th 9.00 am Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 2.30 pm Blackawton WI meeting Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 17th 4.15 pm Creative X Fledgelings Village Hall 

 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Playing Fields Committee Meeting The George Inn 

Friday 18th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Saturday 19th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

  Deadline for March Beacon  

Wednesday 23rd 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Totnes and Newton Abbot Bus shelter 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 24th 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Saturday 26th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

March 2022 
Saturday 5th 2.00 pm Blackawton WI Jumble Sale Village Hall 

                                                         


