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We wish all our readers
a Happy Christmas!

fromNick Smith

The George Inn
Monday 9th December at 7.00 pm

The quiz is very much themed to Christmas and it’ll be a quiz with a difference and many
prizes can be won. Entry fee is £2 per person. There is also a Treasure Hunt at the end of
the quiz and a cash jackpot will be won by one lucky person with proceeds also going to a
charity of the winner’s choice.

Book a table now in person at The George Inn or on 01803 712342.

from Lorna Churchill

Christmas wreath-making workshop
Thursday 12th December 7.00 pm

Blackawton School Hall
Mulled wine and mince pies ~ Christmas Carols Choir

£15: book now atwww.fobs.org.uk

Blackawton Carol Singers
Monday 16th December

The Blackawton Christmas Choir will be carol singing around the village from
6.00 pm. Our route will be from The Grove up to French Furze and then down
into the centre of the village.

Final performance at the Church Lychgate at 7.30 pm
Do come and listen and join in! ~ Collection for local charities.

It’s not too late to join the choir – come along to Orchard House,
Vicarage Road at 7.30 pm on any Monday for a good sing!
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Date Time Service

Sunday 1st
Advent Sunday

9.30 am
6.30 pm

Morning Worship
Advent Carol Service (United Benefice)

Tuesdays 3rd,
10th and 17th

9.00 am Connect! A 15-minute opportunity to connect
with God – and have a coffee.

Sunday 8th 9.30 am Holy Communion (by extension)

Sunday 15th 11.00 am Holy Communion

Wednesday 18th 7.00 pm Christmas Carol Service

Sunday 22nd 9.30 am Scratch Nativity Play
at the Lych Gate (in church if wet)

Wednesday 25th
Christmas Day

9.30 am Holy Communion for Christmas Day

Sunday 29th 11.00 am

5.00 pm

Holy Communion (United Benefice)
at St Peter’s, Stoke Fleming
Christingle Service

The services above are correct at time of going to press. Please see weekly pew sheet, gate notices or “A
Church Near You” website for the latest information. We will also email any changes or additions to our
mailing list – if you’re not on our mailing list and would like to be, please send an email saying “subscribe”
with “Blackawton Church News” as the subject to chris.janman@gmail.com.

There is aMini Food Bank in the Church porch, open 24 hours a day, every day. Please give what
you can and take what you need.

Vicar Rev’d Matt Gorton 01803 906861
Churchwardens Kate Janman 01803 712362 Lay Readers Frank Robinson 01803 712249

Chris Janman 01803 712362 Lyn Robinson 01803 712249

fromDave Andrews

Blackawton Wassailing - 17th January - save the date!
We invite you to join us on Friday evening 17th January as we raise a glass to the apple trees in Blackawton
orchard / meadow / the secret field. All welcome, details TBC.

fromKeiraWilson
Santa is taking time out of his busy Christmas Eve schedule especially to come and visit the residents
and children of Blackawton, aren’t we lucky! Pop outside when you hear Christmas music or the bell
ringing – Santa and his elves will be spreading some festive cheer and giving out chocolate coins! Santa’s
sleigh will be travelling around the village from 5.30 pm onwards.
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from Sandra Tope
Our speaker for November was Linda Maby who gave us a flower arranging demonstration. She made
several stunning arrangements, which were then raffled off to members. Congratulations to those who
won! Our Bloom of the Month was won by Val Harding with a dainty rose. The competition for a pretty
pair of socks was also won by Val! Well done to her! This was the final monthly competition so all the
points won will be added up and prizes awarded at our Christmas lunch.
Several members will be making their way to Exeter in early December for the annual Carol Concert at the
Cathedral. As well as a walk around the market on the Cathedral Green, this seems to mark the start of
Christmas for a lot of us. The sound of over a thousand ladies singing 'Jerusalem' is always moving.
There will be no monthly meeting in December, as we have our Christmas lunch instead. So although at
the time of writing it seems far too early to say it, Happy Christmas to all our members past, present and
future. We hope you all have a happy and healthy New Year, details of our January meeting will be in next
month's newsletter.
For more details of how to join, please call Sue on 01803 712145 or Sandra 01803 712622.

from Carey Burton
Every year BADS puts on a fantastic panto. After costs etc BADSdistributes surplus funds to worthy causes
in and around the village. So not only is it a wonderful entertainment but also it helps our fabulous
community. We run a raffle during each of the performances and this notice is to ask for your generosity
in donating prizes for the raffle. If you have an unwanted Christmas gift or other items that you will
consider donating to the BADS raffle please drop them off at Ruby House, just leave in my porch. In
anticipation - Thank you.

from Ruth Coe

Community Composting
Planning consent (DCC/4406/2024) has now been given by Devon County for the building of community
composting bays, for garden material, adjacent to Blackawton village hall car park. It remains to apply for
grant funding, once we have a quote on the building of the bays, from SHDC. We remain optimistic that
this is an initiative they are minded to fund!
The site is between the carpark and the tennis court on ground owned by Blackawton Playing Fields. The
site will be managed by Sustainable Blackawton members, open for receipt of garden material on Sundays
from 10.00 to 13.00, manned by volunteers and there will be notice of the material that is acceptable.
A meeting of Sustainable Blackawton in January 2025 (date yet to be decided) will determine the model
of operation of the scheme, and this will be announced in the February Beacon. We would like to thank the
committee members the Playing Fields, the Village Hall and Blackawton Parish Council for their support.
Sustainable South Brent has a new home composting demo site, to encourage home composting.
Sustainable South Hams is looking for small sites to demonstrate how composting of food waste might be
undertaken in a community. It does seem that “waste” is an ongoing topic that continues to need some
attention and resolution! Don’t even mention “plastic waste”!

ADVANCE NOTICE
“Wood Side Story”

in the Village Hall
on Friday 31st January

& Saturday 1st February 2025
If you enjoyed it in 2002 or 2015, come along and try the 2025 production –

(some) new songs, maybe even a new joke!
Tickets will be on sale in the New Year.

If you have any queries, please contact kate.janman@gmail.com or ring 01803 712362
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Myth-busting guide to Renewable Energy
The Parliamentary Renewable & Sustainable Energy Group (PRSEG) has developed a guide delving into
the myths surrounding renewable energy technologies (solar, wind, battery storage, grid infrastructure &
heat). Addressing many concerns such as cost, land use, safety, reliability and transmission, these “myth
busting” facts are interesting, so there will be a few included in future in the Beacon, starting with basic
facts of RE:
Myth: RE projects are unpopular with many people. Fact: 84% of people in the UK support RE, even in
their local area. Only 13% said they would be unhappy to have a wind farm in their area, 9% saying they
would be unhappy with a solar farm. RE projects can bring benefits to local people such as job creation,
more affordable energy bills, conservation and improvements to nature, and funding for local projects.
Myth: Renewables are more expensive than fossil fuels. Fact: Dependence on gas risks us suffering price
shocks. The International RE Association states “in 2022 onshore wind was 52% cheaper than the lowest
cost new fossil fuel, and solar pv was 29% cheaper”. Costs of RE will decrease due to technology
development, competition & policy. London School of Economics states “RE is criticised for being
subsidised, but fossil fuels & nuclear have had more financial support”.
Myth: the transition to RE will put jobs at risk. Fact: RE& energy efficiency can deliver more jobs in local
communities across the country than fossil fuels.
Myth: RE cannot ever provide the amount of electricity needed. Fact: the UK is moving rapidly to an
electricity system powered by RE. Oxford University research identified that our energy needs could
possibly be met entirely by wind & solar backed up by battery storage, but we will need increase the speed
at which we are developing renewable energy.

River sampling continues in the Gara, the two previous releases of water voles appear to have been
successful, though these are shy creatures some evidence of their survival has been recorded.
Thanks to all those volunteers who helped with planting bulbs to make Blackawton even more beautiful
next spring, we are all looking forward to an amazing display.

from Steve Thomas
Way back, for theMarch 2022 issue of the Blackawton Beacon, I enthusiastically penned an article entitled
“Superfast broadband is coming to outlying areas of Blackawton”. Airband had secured a contract with a
local government-led partnership (CDS - Connecting Devon and Somerset) to deliver fibre-to-the-
premises (FTTP) broadband to large parts of rural Devon and Somerset. This contract included connecting
around 67% of those properties within Blackawton Parish outside the village itself. Overall, this was to be
amassive four year project, commencing in 2021, with the Blackawton roll out being in the very last phase.
I have waited and watched since early 2022 but the only signs of activity that I’ve seen locally have been a
few new telegraph poles (with coils of fibre attached but going nowhere) erected along the A3122 at
Oldstone Cross. As time moved on, and available news on progress of the project dried up only to be
replaced by reports of Airband refinancing and restructuring, my enthusiasm began to wane and I became
a Doubting Thomas.
No surprise then when, just a few weeks ago, it was announced that Airband’s full fibre broadband delivery
for CDS was to be scaled back. Meaning no superfast broadband for me, or many others like me, “in the
sticks” outside the village. Still, I’ll always be reminded of what might have been...every time I drive past
Oldstone Cross and see those forlorn poles draped with their fibre coils. Totem poles to technological
progress...or rather the lack of it. Representing us rural folk deprived of a decent broadband speed.

from Jill Kelly
Here we are on 20th November and I am still picking salad on the allotment. There are
also plenty of leeks left and the purple sprouting broccoli plants are looking
magnificently promising. Onion and garlic sets are tucked up making a head start for
next year.
Here are my thoughts on how my Blackawton allotment year has gone.
Great growers: mangetout, courgettes, leeks, onions, shallots, spinach beet, salad bowl lettuce, calendula.
These all germinated easily, grew strongly, resisted pests and gave a great crop. The calendula kept me in
cut flowers for weeks. Next year, though, I will not plant them so close to my veg that they out-compete it.
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Hope for better: French beans. I did get a good to eat crop which lasted about 6 weeks, but they were so
difficult to get going and got away too late. Next year, I shall definitely plant them in pots and keep them
inside to avoid mice until they have germinated. I also want to grow borlotti beans for drying. Garlic: this
suffered from rust and the bulbs are very small. I have planted them two months earlier this Autumn in a
more free draining spot. Beetroot: I struggled to get this to germinate and grow. The ones which finally
made it were tough. Spring onions: I did not have enough room for these and few of the ones I sowed grew,
but they do come straight up from seed sown in the ground and resisted pests. Rocket: the late in year
sowing did well, but the early one got ravaged by slugs. Radish: lots of slug damage. Lettuce: quite a bit of
bird and slug damage and I need to get a succession. Chicory: I think I grew the wrong sort; instead of
hearting up for Autumn picking, it went to seed.
Never again: cauliflower. This was a disaster and inedible. Turnips: ravaged by slugs. Tomatoes: not worth
growing outside unless we have a heat wave, and who knows if that is going to happen? Celery: they never
hearted up. Crook-neck squash: tasteless.
If you fancy trying your hand, it is likely that there will be plots available for the next allotment year which
starts in March. Contact allotments@blackawtoncommunity.com.

from Chris Hamilton
Lovely to see people are using the library at the back of the church. It is added to quite frequently so keep
coming! Some of the 'dog-eared' books are replaced by newish books.
Please do not leave magazines or non-fiction books in the return box. We just do not have the space.
Keep on reading!

fromKeiraWilson

Saturday 25th January
Save the date! A warmwelcome awaits you at our newly refurbished Village Hall with a two-course dinner,
traditional Burns poetry, a wee dramand disco. Scottish/formal attire encouraged. Proceeds to Blackawton
Fireworks - tickets will be on sale in early January. Further information to follow.

fromHannah Smith
We are pleased to announce that next year's International Festival of Wormcharming will
take place on Sunday 4th May 2025.
The Wormcharming committee are looking for volunteers and everyone is welcome, so if
you want to worm your way into the fun, wiggle on over to our next meeting at 7.00 pm on
Wednesday 4th December at The George Inn.

Drivers Wanted !
West Dart Community Bus is looking for drivers to join our friendly and mature crew of volunteers. We
provide a service to people living in the parishes of Blackawton and Dittisham. Currently we offer free,
regular trips to Dartmouth, Newton Abbot and The Willows in Torquay. The 16-seater bus is available for
hire to residents and community groups.
A stand-by school bus driver is also required to help out when our full time driver needs time off. This
service is for primary school children and runs between Dittisham and Blackawton. Training is given.
To find out more please call Claudia Benzies on 07712 210300 or Dave Hawkes on 07803 017521 or
Alex Thom on 01752 690444 (Ivybridge and District Community Transport Association).

Regular services
Journeys are free (and donations welcome). Sit back, enjoy the views, save on fuel, parking & frayed nerves.
Please book to ensure the bus does come for you; call01752 690444 or email info@ringandride.net.
Where possible, passengers can be picked up/dropped off elsewhere on the route by request. (eg. outlying
hamlets, Totnes, Paignton, Torbay Hospital, Newton Abbot Hospital, Newton Abbot Station …)
Timetable for December:
Wednesday 4th The Willows, Torquay via Totnes
Friday 6th Dartmouth via Dittisham
Friday 13th Dartmouth via Dittisham
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Wednesday 18th Newton Abbot via Totnes
Friday 20th Dartmouth via Dittisham
All trips depart from Blackawton Bus Shelter at 9.30 am. Return trips depart at 12.30 pm and arrive in
Blackawton between 12.45 and 1.00 pm.

The bus is available for hire to local community groups and residents for only £55 + fuel. Maybe there
are events people in Blackawton would like to attend. Let us know in advance and we will try to organise a
bus service. Call Claudia Benzies on 07712 210300.

from Jill Kelly
Bulbs can still be planted until Christmas. If you have no ground for planting next to a village street, there
is still time to plant bulbs in pots to stand on a drive or other hard area where they can be seen from a road.
Better still, it’s sale time for bulbs, but get out there fast before they go.
We have planted about 850 daffodil bulbs in the village. Much thanks to the two volunteers who dug the
holes for the second tranche of the planting. Unfortunately, there were not enough planting volunteers to
be able to spend all the grant made available by the Parish Council to buy bulbs.

fromKate Purver
Shop telephone: 01803 712157. Email: blackawtonshop@gmail.com.

Opening times
Shop: Monday to Friday 8.30 am – 5.00 pm

Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon

Post Office: Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm

Opening hours over the Christmas and New Year period will be posted in the shop window
A message from Julie, our new manager: thank you for my lovely warm welcome into the village, the
support everyone has shown me is much appreciated! And how fantastic were those fireworks?! and the
support in the shop on bonfire night, amazing.
We have some new products in the shop, including dairy-free little chocolate treats for those who can't
have milk. And remember, we have a range of price-marked products so you’ll pay the same as you would
in the supermarket – including boxes of fish fillets, fish fingers, chips etc.
Christmas is coming… and there’ll be a list for your festive orders of meat, cheeses & other items in the
shop by the time the Beacon comes out. Come in and place your order and see what other Christmas
products and promotions we have!

For Christmas we’re welcoming back two popular favourites – a white and a red, both
from Chile. They are ideal for Christmas drinking, being very versatile as they go down
well either on their own or alongside a meal. We have special offer prices for you to
help celebrate!

Both wines £7.99/bottle or £15 for two.
Pictor Sauvignon Blanc, Central Valley, Chile 12% abv

A light style of Sauvignon with a pale, bright yellow colour. Fresh and crisp, with lime
and grapefruit citrus notes mixed with floral touches and a clean, crisp finish which
leaves you wanting more! It goes well with turkey and chicken, as well as salmon or
other grilled fish.

Pictor Merlot, Central Valley, Chile 12% abv
A pleasantly complex wine with a dark violet-red colour and full-bodied yet gentle
flavour. Black fruit, plum and cherry aromas, generous ripe, sweet fruit flavours and
sticky tannins with a herbal finish. Relatively low in alcohol, and excellent value; enjoy
with white meats and grilled fish, pasta dishes and stews – or perfect with turkey on
Christmas Day!
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Wholesalers’ prices are increasing, and as a result a few things have had to increase in price unfortunately.
We’re doing our best to pass on as little as possible of these rises – we appreciate times are hard for many.
We can bulk-buy for anyone who wants large quantities of, for example, oats or bird seed - just ask; all we
ask is that you collect these on the day they’re delivered, as we have very limited storage space.

from Adrian Kyte
December events
Blackawton Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 3rd at 7.30 pm
Weekly events
BADS panto rehearsals Sundays 1st, 8th and 15th at 3.00 pm.
Hatha Yoga Class with Hannah Roberts (07951 079608)
Tuesdays 3rd and 10th at 6.00 pm
Wednesdays 4th and 11th at 9.00 am
Chair Yoga: Wednesdays 4th and 11th at 10.30 am

from Ruth Coe
The refurbishment of our village hall has been successful in so far as we have been open for bookings from
early October, and though we have lost some regular bookings many local people have booked the hall for
events such as birthday parties, business meetings and team courses.
There is however much remaining still to do in terms of upgrading the premises. The new kitchen, newly
developed bar area and the beautiful new hall are terribly let down by the ladies’ and gents’ facilities, the
original doors with the raised threshold and exterior area are in need of replacing, and quite a lot of
electrical work remains to complete. Modern audio-visual equipment, a large film screen, new stage
curtains & tracking to operate them efficiently are also in our plans for the future.
The additional solar pv panels are performing well and hopefully will contribute to our funds when we can
change our electricity supplier in January onto an export tariff. The old panels were necessarily removed
for the rebuilding of the roof, so our usual income from the Feed-in Tariff ceased for the better part of a
year, we hope to begin receiving payments again once the generation meter readings are confirmed as
accepted by EDF. The original investment in solar panels in 2010 has been instrumental in the continual
improvement in the village hall, and the new solar panels will also help to fund future improvements both
to the hall and in the wider community.
Availability, or lack, of funds demand that the village hall committee seriously consider priorities when
planning future improvements. We therefore request your understanding and patience when visiting the
village hall, please do book the hall for your events, this will help us to finance those improvements.
Thanks are due to many people, for their commitment and work on the hall over many evenings and
weekends, for support both moral and financial from many others, and from all those local people
originally responsible for the building of the hall, way back in the 20th century, without whom we would
not have this key resource in our village.
Thank you all so much, your committee will continue to do our best to care for your hall and its facilities.

Hall Booking
The best way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the
interactive calendar at the bottom of the page on the community website blackawtoncommunity.com/
community-page/blackawton-village-hall. This page also gives an overview of our facilities and hire
rates for various types of event, as well as a link to the Conditions of Hire.

Festive drinks at the Community Shop – Friday 13 December

Please join us between midday and 4 pm for a
(free!) glass of hot mulled cider or apple juice.

Everyone is welcome!
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If you don't have internet access, please complete a paper booking form available from the Village Shop
and place it in the letter box near the Hall’s main entrance.
However your make your booking please don’t enter into any other commitments until the booking is
confirmed. All Thursday bookings are at risk of cancellation should a surprise election be called. All
bookings require a security deposit.

Hire of furniture and crockery
Village Hall furniture and crockery can be hired if not in use at the Hall. Details of what is available are on
the hall website. Requests should be made to villagehall@blackawtoncommunity.com.

from Simon Rake

The mills of the gods grind slow, but they grind exceeding fine
There is, I suppose, some sort of scale of slowness. Continents move slowly, at about 1.5cm per year.
Toenails grow at the same sort of pace. Glaciers are proverbially sluggish (though speeding up alarmingly),
as of course – by definition – are slugs and – by extension – snails.
A more local contender for the list might be the completion of the French Furze development. It seems an
age since the (profit-generating) houses were finished. Not so quick for various other aspects of the
development: the public open space, multi-use games area (orMUGA to those in the know), children’s play
park, car park and business units all remain short of their final destination.
This has been enormously frustrating. Despite considerable efforts, by the Parish Council and others, to
sort things out things are still stubbornly unsorted. There is light at the end of the tunnel, but before we
look at that it’s time for a little law lesson.
Discussions on these topics will often refer to ‘the s106’, but what is this mythical beast? Well, section 106
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 allows local planning authorities to enter a legal agreement
with developers to ensure that the latter meet certain obligations created by their developments. These
obligations can include provision of affordable housing, open space sports and recreation, road upgrades,
contributions to education or healthcare and so on. The idea (laudable no doubt) is that developers not
only provide the facilities their future residents will need, but also offset the additional strain that their
developments put on existing services.
So far, so good. Well almost. A problem with s106 agreements is precisely that they are made between the
planning authorities and the developer. So the communities who can directly observe and who are directly
affected by any shortcomings in their completion have no direct remedy available to them. This is true at
French Furze; the Parish Council can send as many cross emails, attend as many site meetings and stamp
its little feet as often as it likes, but it has no standing in the agreement. However aggrieved we might feel,
we are not the aggrieved party.
This does not change the fact that the developer has long been delinquent in its commitments under the
agreement: the public open space is not public; the MUGA looks like it has been mugged; and the business
units are not open for business.
So what of the light at the end of the tunnel? Well, things finally seem to be moving. After months of
badgering, teams at South Hams District Council have now put a plan in place to ‘encourage’ the developer
to meet its obligations. For its part, the developer has also been making encouraging noises. Our new MP
is on the case too, so everything seems to be aligned. We’ve had false dawns in the past, but this is the first
time I have seen this many factors pulling in the right direction. Fingers crossed!

Blackawton Parish Council

Quotes are invited for a contract commencing January 2025 to maintain the grounds of Blackawton
Cemetery and St Michael's Church, Blackawton. The work is mainly grass cutting and strimming.
Further information go towww.blackawtoncommunity.com or ring 01803 722417,
or email parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com.

Closes Monday 16th December 2024.
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The Business Units should be the simplest item to tick off the list. A company exists to accept their transfer,
and solicitors are standing by (wigs and pens at the ready) to seal the deal. So far we have limited
involvement in the CIC to myself and Cllr Steve Thomas, but when the units are released to us we will be
looking to encourage broader involvement in this management company. How should the units be run?
How should any money they generate be spent? If you have ideas about this or anything else then please
get in touch.
Also, although I have kept a list of people interested in renting a unit, we will be inviting expressions of
interest as soon as we have a clearer idea of the timeframe. To express an interest in either running or
renting the units we have a new email address: units@blackawtoncommunity.com – we look forward to
hearing from you. It probably won’t be a Christmas present for the village, but hopefully we won’t have to
wait too long into the new year. On which note, I wish everyone a very happy Christmas and the best of
New Years.

from Annette Thom and Steve Thomas
Notes of the Meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on Tuesday 5 November 2024 at 7.30 pm in the
Village Hall, Blackawton. Complete minutes can be read at www.blackawtoncommunity.com or the
parish noticeboard.
Present: DCC Cllr Brazil, Parish & South Hams District Cllr Rake (Chair), Parish Cllrs Haddow, Mardon,
Oughton (Vice-Chair) and Thomas were present. There were two members of the public present. Absent:
Parish Cllrs Coe and Luckens, Clerk A Thom.
Open Forum
Parishioners questioned the lack of progress regarding completion and handover of the French Furze
Business Units and communal facilities (MUGA, children’s play area, car park and footpath and open space
at the lower part of the site). Cllr Rake stated that the developer had long since missed the trigger points
relating to the S.106 funded facilities and that all effortsmade by BPC to expedite the situation had resulted
in little progress. He also explained that progress on theMUGA and the footpath/open space is constrained
by outstanding drainage issues on the site. On a more positive note, Cllr Rake stated that a SHDC has
scheduled an internal meeting for 6th November where all Officers involved will seek to resolve the
situation. Cllr Rake undertook to inform residents of progress and Cllr Oughton undertook to provide
updates for the French Furze social media group. The members of the public left the meeting.
Councillors Forum
Cllr Thomas queried the status of BPC’s application to establish the George Inn as an Asset of Community
Value (ACV). Cllr Rake informed the meeting that the registration had been successfully completed “a
couple of months ago”.
Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Cllrs Coe and Luckens, Clerk A Thom.
Declarations of Interest
Cllrs Mardon and Oughton declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Item “French Furze”.
Report from South Hams District Council Councillor
Cllr Rake stated that the 2023-24 SHDC accounts had been successfully audited but are yet to be signed
off. He also highlighted that he hadmet withmembers of the SHDC Planning Enforcement team to discuss
cases in Blackawton and confirmed that the S106 agreement relating to the Greenslade development
contains no provision for a footpath bridge.
Report from Devon County Council Councillor
Cllr Brazil stated that Devon and Torbay’s proposal to create a Combined County Authority has been given
the green light by the new Government and he anticipated that further devolution could follow. He also
reminded the meeting that from 1 April 2025, properties deemed second homes will be charged a 100%
premium, twice the standard rate. He also outlined plans for two tier SHDC car park charges.
Update on South Hams Festival
Discussion on this item was deferred to a future meeting.
New footpath from Greenslade Road
There was nothing to add to Cllr Rake’s earlier comment on this subject.
French Furze
There was nothing to add following the Open Forum discussion.
Memorial Safety Testing
It was agreed that Cllrs Oughton, Rake and Thomas would undertake this at 8.00 a.m. onWednesday 13th
November.
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Grounds Maintenance
After discussion, it was agreed that the 2024 cutting regime is now complete.
Arrangements for the cutting of the cemetery hedge in January/February 2025. This item was deferred to
a future meeting.
It was agreed to re-advertise the Grounds Maintenance Contract on the basis of the current specification
subject to following:
• Churchyard (subject to resolution of item 11 below). Periodic cutting along edges of paths only. Cutting
width to be a little wider than at present. Remainder of Churchyard to be maintained through
community “rake off”s.

• Term: two year contract, plus one year optional extension.
• Letting process: Advertising process not discussed. Interviews as required.
Legal Responsibility for the Churchyard
Awaiting response from SHDC.
Planning
3281/24/CLE Certificate of lawfulness for existing use of site as domestic garden; Land At SX 785 511,

Blackawton. Cllr Haddow offered information in support of existing use as domestic
garden. Cllr Rake/Clerk will respond to SHDC in support of the application.

1345/24/HHO Householder application for extensions & alterations, including two storey & single storey
extensions to side & rear of dwelling; Hutcherleigh House, Lower Hutcherleigh,
Blackawton TQ9 7AD. It was resolved to support this application. Cllr Rake/Clerk will
respond to SHDC accordingly.

Finance
Financial Report. The financial report was reviewed and noted. Cllr Rake stated that a more general
financial review would be undertaken when resources permit.
Changes to Banking Arrangements. The following Lloyds banking changes were discussed and noted:
• The Bank’s decision to change the Treasurer’s Account to a ‘Community Account’.
• The introduction of a £0.50 fee for payments by cheque.
• The cost of making cash deposits.
• The introduction of a monthly ‘account maintenance’ fee of £4.25.
It was resolved that cheque payments should attract an additional charge by BPC of £5.00 to cover the new
Lloyds fee and the additional administrative burden.

Payments and Receipts. It was resolved to authorise the following payments:
Clerk’s expenses reimbursement claim, October 2024 £32.99
Gardentime invoice LPGE32 (against ‘Blackawton in Bloom’ grant) £16.98
Payments since the previous meeting of the following invoices were noted:
Cemetery frequent cuts 3, 16, and 30 September £324.00
Churchyard frequent cuts 3, 16, and 30 September £306.00
Churchyard August catch up cut of frequent areas August 14 £210.00
Clerk expenses reimbursement August & September for Internet Security 107.59
Annual Support Agreement for Blackawton defibrillator £198.00
Budget 2025-2026. Items and projects to be included in the preparation of the budget for 2025-2026 were
discussed. Cllr Rake stated BPC could expect a small increase in income fromdouble Council Tax on second
homes. Potential items/projects put forward for inclusion in the budget for 2025-2026 were:
• Greenslade footpath bridge
• 20’s Plenty
• Phone box restoration
• Community composting
• Village Hall (any eligible specific projects)
Community Composting
Item deferred until next meeting as Cllr Coe not present.
Closure of the Meeting
In accordance with the 1960 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, it was resolved to exclude the
public and press during consideration of the following item because the business relates to consideration
of employment and personnel matters.
Clerk’s Leave Request
It was resolved to agree to the Clerk’s request to take leave against the annual leave allowance.
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Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 3rd December 2024 at 7.30 pm in the
Village Hall. You are most welcome to join the meeting and to raise any issues which may be of concern to
you.

There areReport It buttons on www.blackawtoncommunity.com to report problems to DCC (eg. highway
issues such as potholes and flooding) and SHDC (eg. planning enforcement, missed waste collection, fly
tipping, and abandoned vehicles).

The Beacon is produced monthly and distributed free of charge to over 300 houses in the village and
surrounding area. Email beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com if you would like a copy to be
delivered to you. You can also ask to receive the Beacon by email.

Cllr Ruth Coe 01803 712131 ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com
Cllr Sue Hadow 07306 007681 sue@blackawtoncommunity.com
Cllr Rob Luckens 01803 712111 rob@blackawtoncommunity.com
Cllr Charli Mardon charli@blackawtoncommunity.com
Cllr Chris Oughton, Vice chair 01803 302487 chriso@blackawtoncommunity.com
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 01803 861129 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com
Cllr Steve Thomas 01803 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com
Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 01803 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com
Tree Warden, Bob Harvey 01803 712662 clyston23@gmail.com
Parish Lengthsman, Ian Cumberlidge 07773 691260

Other contacts
South Hams Cllr Simon Rake 01803 861129 Cllr.Simon.Rake@southhams.gov.uk
South Hams District Council 01803 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk
SHDC emergency out of hours 01803 867034
Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109

07970 971140
julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015
0345 155 1015

customer@devon.gov.uk

Police non-urgent reporting 101 101@dc.police.uk
or online form at www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Dartmouth/Contact

from Sue Tweed

Saturday 7th December, 10 am to 3 pm
Dartmouth Old Market

The very popular Christmas Fair in aid of Children’s Hospice SouthWest will be held in Dartmouth Old
Market from 10 am to 3 pm on Saturday 7th December. Lots of stalls selling all sorts of gifts and we will
have Dartmouth Rock singing seasonal songs from 11 am to create a special Christmas atmosphere.
Do come and join the fun and help us raise much-needed funds to make the most of short and very
precious lives. CHSW provides essential specialist care and support for over 550 families with life-
limited children in the South West.
For more information, contact Sue on 07955 197721 or email tweed833@btinternet.com.
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Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com.
Contributions on paper can be posted to, or dropped off at, 1 The Cross, Park Lane, Blackawton,TQ9 7BD.
The deadline for the January edition is Friday 20th December.
If you would like to make a donation, please put Beacon on the outside of the envelope and put it in the
Church's donation box beside the visitors book, or drop it off at 1, The Cross, Park Lane. Please note that
cheques must be payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you.

Andrew Morrow

To advertise your business

in the Beacon email

beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com

for prices and other details
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AVAILABLE FOR PRE-ORDER NOW! 

Blackawton Blooms 
 

Sustainable Christmas Wreaths and Gift Bouquets 
Sumptuous, luxurious, sustainable, long-lasting Christmas wreaths, made the traditional way 
and gift bouquets are available for pre-order now! 

For examples of the wreaths please see photos on the Blackawton Blooms Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/blackawtonblooms/photos, £59.00 without lights, £65 with lights. 
Wreaths can be collected from Blackawton, delivered locally or posted anywhere in the 
country. 

Sensational, sustainable hand-tied bouquets are also available for local delivery in the South 
Hams and can be posted anywhere in the country, so everyone can have a little bit of Devon 
sent to their door  .  

My flowers have a minimal carbon footprint, are grown organically without pesticides or artificial 
fertilisers, they are peat-free, plastic-free and grown in harmony with nature here in Devon and 
are a zero air mile product. From March to October my flowers are grown in Blackawton, from 
November to March I buy in from other Devon, SW and British growers (so they are also zero 
air miles). All of this and long-lasting to boot. 

Email me at info@blackawtonblooms.co.uk, or call/message me on 07951 296494. 

 Check out my FB page www.facebook.com/blackawtonblooms/ for photos of bouquets and 
wreaths. 

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE!
Blackawton-grown Nordmann and Fraser firs

Competitive prices

We can deliver or
you can come and choose your own!

Contact Adam Gaisford 07760 309232
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Blackawton Blooms
Wreath Making Workshops

I am really pleased to tell you that I’m running wreath-making workshops at both Blackpool
Sands and Coombe Farm Studios this December.

2 pm - 4:30 pm Thursday 5th December at Coombe Farm Studios, East Cornworthy.
10:00 am - 12:30 pm Saturday 7th December at Coombe Farm Studios,

East Cornworthy.
9:30am - 12 noon Monday 9th December at Blackpool Sands Beach Café.
9:30 - 12 noon Wednesday 11th December at Blackpool Sands Beach Café.

You will learn to make your own beautiful Christmas wreath to adorn your door this festive
season. I provide all materials frames, wire, mossing twine, fir, a large variety of foliage,
cones, dried flowers, dried fruit, berries, mini pumpkins, chillis, etc and will take you step by
step through making your own stunning creation. Mulled wine/tea/coffee and mince pies
provided.
Cost is £65 including materials, tuition and refreshments.

Please contact me on 07951 296494 by text, WhatsApp or phone or
email info@blackawtonblooms.co.uk to book your place.

Looking forward to seeing you, many thanks, Jane
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stanborough poultry 

 

TURKEYS  ~  GEESE 

DUCKS  ~  CHICKEN 
 

 

 

Contact us to order your free-range 
oven-ready Christmas bird: 

Give us a call or send us a message on:  
01548 821306 or 07398 901768 

email: stanboroughfarm@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

 

*Veg Boxes are also available to order and collect 
with your bird, from our pop-up farm shop* 

 

Find and follow us on Social Media 

Facebook: Stanborough Farm Poultry and Firewood           Instagram: stanboroughpoultry 

Mason Accountancy
Small Business Accountants

Mason Accountancy specialises in providing personal accounting services to individuals, sole traders,
partnerships and small local businesses. We can take care of all your tax and statutory reporting
obligations, so that you have time to concentrate on your business.

Friendly & Professional Accounting
Get in touch at: anne-marie@masonaccountancy.com

07733 334797, www.masonaccountancy.com

Looking for qualified tree
surgeons and foresters?
Then look no further!

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon.

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken
Log deliveries Hedge cutting
Free estimates Fully insured

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286
www.knowletreeservices.co.uk
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Sunday 1st 3.00 pm BADS panto rehearsal Village Hall

6.30 pm Advent Carol Service Church

Tuesday 3rd 6.00 pm Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall

7.30 pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall

Wednesday 4th 9.00 am
10.30 am

Hatha Yoga Class
Chair Yoga

Village Hall

9.30 am West Dart Bus to The Willows via Totnes Bus shelter

7.00 pm Wormcharming committee meeting The George Inn

Friday 6th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter

Saturday 7th 10.00 am CHSW Christmas Fair Dartmouth Old Market

Sunday 8th 3.00 pm BADS panto rehearsal Village Hall

Monday 9th 7.00 pm Christmas Quiz The George Inn

Tuesday 10th 6.00 pm Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall

Wednesday 11th 9.00 am
10.30 am

Hatha Yoga Class
Chair Yoga

Village Hall

Thursday 12th 7.00 pm FOBS Christmas wreath-making workshop School Hall

Friday 13th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter

12.00 am Community Shop festive drinks Community Shop

Sunday 15th 3.00 pm BADS panto rehearsal Village Hall

Monday 16th 6.00 pm Blackawton Christmas Choir carol singing Everywhere

Wednesday 18th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Newton Abbot via Totnes Bus shelter

7.00 pm Christmas Carol Service Church

Friday 20th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter

Beacon deadline for January edition

Sunday 22nd 9.30 am Scratch Nativity Play Lych Gate

Tuesday 24th 5.30 pm Santa Claus Christmas Eve visit Everywhere

Sunday 29th 5.00 pm Christingle Service Church

Friday 17th pm Blackawton wassailing Community meadow

Saturday 25th pm Burns Night Village Hall

Friday 31st and
Saturday 1st February

BADS pantomimeWood Side Story Village Hall


