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 from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 

Parish Meeting 
Tuesday 7th December, 7.30 pm 

Blackawton Village Hall 
Guest speakers: 

Fraud Prevention 
South West Regional Organised Crime Unit 

Domestic Energy Efficiency Workshop 
Save energy and money, and access grants! 
Confidential one-to-one sessions. 
Bring along your energy bills for specific advice! 

Followed by mulled local cider and mince pies. 
Join us in celebrating another amazing year of life  
and community in Blackawton! 

 

Blackawton Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 

Christmas is coming! Stock up on festive treats 

Locally farmed meats: We’re now stocking fresh, locally farmed meats  from Durrants butchers, 
with regular deliveries through the week. Customer orders welcome; please leave your order and 
contact details in the shop. 

Heron Valley cider, juices and non-alcoholic fizz from our wonderful local producer; along with 
bottled mulled cider, or spice bags to make your own. 

Beautiful festive wreaths from Blackawton Blooms – hand-made in the village. 
Festive cards by Laura Perry: a choice of two hand-printed designs, in packs of 5 or 10. 
Blackawton’s own range of natural skincare products and remedies from Dream Thyme Herbal. 

 

Along with: 
A range of cheeses and deli items 

Fair-trade, organic and local produce 
Speciality breads 

Specially selected range of wines; Devon brewed ales  
Fish and seafood from Britannia Shellfish  

 

A happy December to all our customers! 



Blackawton Beacon December 2021 page 2 of 17 

Date Time Service 

Sunday 5th December 9.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) 

Saturday 11th December 1.00 pm Wedding of Ryan Matthews & Emily Withers 

Sunday 12th December 11.00 am Confirmation Service 
at St Andrew’s, East Allington 

Sunday 19th December 10.00 am Unrehearsed Nativity Play. Please come 
dressed as a nativity character (or not) 
at the Lych Gate (weather permitting). 

Wednesday 22nd 
December 

7.00 pm Christmas Carol Service 
with mulled wine and mince pies afterwards 

Friday 24th December 
Christmas Eve 

 No “Midnight Mass” this year 

Saturday 25th December 
Christmas Day 

9.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) 

Sunday 26th December 
St Stephen’s Day 

11.00 am Holy Communion 
at St Peter’s, Stoke Fleming 

Sunday 2nd January 4.00 pm Christingle Service 

The services above are correct at time of going to press. Please see weekly pew sheet, gate notices or “A 
Church Near You” website for the latest information. We will also email any changes or additions to our 
mailing list – if you’re not on our mailing list and would like to be, please send an email saying “subscribe” 
with “Blackawton Church News” as the subject to chris.janman@gmail.com. 

 from Val Harding

Church decorating for Christmas will take place from 10.00 am on Tuesday 21st December. 

Many thanks to all who have given donations and helped with the flower rota and decorating. 

 from Rev’d Alison Shaw

This Advent our churches will again be supporting our local food banks. We know there is a huge need in 
Devon so we are inviting you to help. From Sunday November 28th there will be a basket at the back of 
each church which will be emptied regularly. Tins, packets, cartons, Longlife milk, toiletries, sanitary 
items, Christmassy treats – all welcome.  

Please help us to help others and fill the basket each week.  Thank you very much. 

 from Rev’d Alison Shaw

As I write this letter it’s a chilly night, yet last week it was just about warm enough to drink a morning 
coffee outside. The normal patterns of weather through the seasons that we experienced in years gone by 
doesn’t seem to apply any more. I have been thinking about the Church calendar, which takes us through 
the year season by season, changing the colours we use in church and encouraging us to engage with 
different topics and aspects of God’s character and our relationship with him. One of my interests is Godly 
Play, a form of Christian storytelling created by Rev’d Dr Jerome Berryman. He described the season of 
Trinity, which has just ended, as ‘the great green growing Sundays’ of the year. 

We spend much of December in Advent, a time of preparation as we look forward to Christmas the time of 
celebration as we thank God for the gift of his Son and the fact that God chose to become one of us. Much 
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of our time during Advent though is inevitably spent preparing for Christmas – gifts and decorations, food 
and drink, celebrations and gatherings with family and friends. So how can we engage with the real purpose 
of Advent? How can we engage with the real purpose of Christmas? Perhaps reading our Bible. Perhaps in 
prayer. Perhaps we could make an effort to think of those around us for whom Christmas will be a difficult 
time, those who are unwell, lonely, frightened, bereaved. 

But, behind all of these things, we need to think about who Jesus is and why he came to be one of us. Jesus 
is God – God with us, Emmanuel. How amazing is that? God choosing to come here and be born as one of 
us. To identify with us, walk with us, share with us, experience what we experience and, ultimately to die 
for us and reconcile us to God. If we can get our heads around this, then how should we respond? Not an 
easy question to answer! I leave with you a poem entitled “Christmas Gift suggestions” by Oren Arnold. 

To your enemy, forgiveness. 
To an opponent, tolerance. 
To a friend, your heart. 
To a customer, service. 
To all, charity. 
To every child, a good example. 
To yourself, respect. 

 from Peter Barker

‘Christmas at risk,’ screamed the media headlines back in August with dire warnings of empty supermarket 
shelves because of the shortage of HGV drivers. The warning headlines were repeated when the turkey 
farmers bemoaned the lack of poultry workers. More recently we have been told that Christmas could be 
‘threatened’ by either ‘lone wolf’ terrorists or a resurgence of Covid (or by both of course). But as if to 
compensate for these extra worries it was also announced that Christmas had been ‘saved’ when a turkey 
farmer reported recruiting some more workers under the special visa scheme. Well of course I hope that 
our Christmas festivities will not be disrupted by violence, that our seasonal get togethers of families and 
friends will not be prevented by the pandemic, that there will be sufficient festive fare to go round. But 
what for us has been presented as a ‘threat’ or a ‘risk’ is an everyday reality for millions: violence, disease 
and shortage of food. So, abundantly blessed as we surely are, we must be generous towards those in real 
need, both abroad and here in Britain, especially in this season of ‘good will to all people.’ 

Of course ‘Christmas’ is not really threatened or at risk. Throughout the world Christians will soon be 
celebrating once again the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. From gatherings of thousands to tiny groups 
meeting secretly, from rural Devon to the slums of Kolkata, the war torn highlands of Ethiopia or the 
prisons of Tehran, young and old, men, women and children will welcome the Good News of God’s love 
and give thanks for the coming of Christ. To what extraordinary lengths love is willing to go! Think of what 
human parents may sacrifice for the sake of their child. Then consider the lengths to which God has gone. 
Jesus, the divine Word who not only was with God in the beginning, but was God, was willing to empty 
himself of the divine glory and power, and to be born as a helpless, human baby, totally dependent! God 
made himself one of us and invites us to become his children. In Jesus we have a Saviour who knows from 
personal experience just what it’s like to be human, one who can understand and sympathise with all the 
messiness and tribulation, as well as the aspirations and joys, of human life. That’s the really Good News 
of Christmas of which the angels sang. 

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas, a time of peace, joy, gratitude and hope. 

Vicar Rev'd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Frank Robinson 712249 

Churchwardens Kate Janman 712362  Lyn Robinson 712249 

 Chris Janman 712362    

 

 
Raise 3 flags 

 
The Friends of Blackawton School ask you to support us this Christmas by buying our 

 

Festive Bunting 
hand-made by the children 

Only £5 each!  
Get your flags from School Reception, Blackawton Village Shop or The George Inn. 
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 from Sandra Tope

We held our last meeting in the hall where members and a visitor heard a talk by Tom Sharples. He is an 
RHS judge and has worked for Sutton's Seeds for 44 years. We heard about the history of the business and 
how new seeds and plants are developed, as well as seeing some variations of old favourites for next year. 

We have done a couple of walks this month, one around Totnes and one from Ashprington to Totnes and 
have one planned for Stokenham. Plans for Christmas continue apace, with a lunch at the beginning of 
December and a party nearer the big day. 

So, our next proper meeting will be in the New Year, January 19th, 2.30 pm in the Village Hall. More details 
next month – but we would love to see you! 

 

 from Steve Thomas 

Sunday 1st May 2022! 
The Wormcharming team has met for the first time since March 2020 and plans are afoot to host the 36th 
Blackawton International Festival of Wormcharming during the early May Bank Holiday. 

This is not just a zany competition to bag as many worms as possible – it’s the annual Blackawton “village 
day” and presents an opportunity for the whole community to get involved and “do their thing”. 

We had a great turnout at our “kick-off” meeting and generated some new ideas. But there’s always room 
for more! Why not join us when we next meet in the George Inn at 7.30 pm Wednesday 15th December. 
It’s a great way to meet more locals! Contact Steve on 712840 or steve@fatboydesigns.co.uk. 

 
Timetable for December: 
Friday 3rd December Blackawton-Dittisham-Dartmouth 
Wednesday 8th December Blackawton-Totnes-Newton Abbot 

Both services leave Blackawton bus stop at 9.30 am. Face coverings are required for travel and bookings 
are essential. Please email info@ringandride.net or call 01752 690444 to book. 

Your local contact is Claudia Benzies: 07712 210300. 

 from Chris Varlow

Award-winning Christmas trees 
Gardentime is packed full with Christmas trees of every size and type ready for the festive season! With 
one of the largest selections of Christmas Trees in the South Hams you’ll be sure to find your perfect tree. 
Our trees are sourced from local, award winning, sustainable growers, so you can be assured of the very 
best quality. Our tree prices have been held for the fifth year in a row. From the traditional Norway spruce 
and no-needle drop fir trees, to potted and container grown trees in 5 varieties! Our trees are under a lit, 
covered area so you can shop for your tree at any time, in any weather! 

Our ‘Tree Team’ is here to help you pick your perfect tree, net it and carry it to your car – or let us take the 
strain and have your tree delivered. Why not take advantage of our delivery service, it’s FREE throughout 
the South Hams.  If you’re looking to beat the crowds, you can choose your tree early and we’ll happily look 
after it until you want it. And remember, you’ll receive a FREE £10 gift voucher to spend in the garden 
centre next year when you purchase your tree from Gardentime - A little ‘thank you’ from us to you! 

Are you looking to join a ladies-only social group? Do you want to be involved in supporting others and 
good causes but looking to have fun whilst doing it? 

Then come along and join the WI. 

We are a group of like-minded fun ladies of various ages and backgrounds who enjoy a diverse range of 
activities. We are not all about Jam and Jerusalem! We meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. 
Come along to two meetings as a taster, before hopefully joining us. 

For more information call Christine Bond 712271, or Sandra Tope 712622. 
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We will be hand-making festive wreaths again this year and would love to make your bespoke decoration, 
or perhaps you would prefer to pick from our wide selection on display. We also have indoor and outdoor 
lights of all colours and styles as well as beautiful glass baubles to help make your Christmas sparkle. 

When you’ve chosen your tree you might like to warm up and relax in our Café. Excellent coffee is served 
with our full English breakfast, with sausages, bacon and eggs all locally sourced. We have a delicious lunch 
menu with daily specials. Don’t forget all our cakes are homemade if you fancy a little treat. 

Our Farm Shop is stock full of Christmas treats and fine local food. As a special Christmas treat why not 
purchase one of our homemade preserves, Christmas puddings, Christmas cakes or hampers. You’ll also 
find a full selection of houseplants to enhance your home this Christmas.  

Gardentime is open every day, weekdays from 9 am to 5.30 pm and Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. We will 
be open on Christmas Eve too. 

The Gardentime team would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our customers a very Merry 
Christmas and thank you for your custom throughout the year. 

For more information see www.gardentime.biz/christmas or call us on 712345. 

 from Laura Perry 

 

Carbon footprint 
Fun fact (actually not so fun!) Did you know the average carbon footprint per person in the UK, per year, 
is approx 13 tonnes CO2. The world average is approx 5 tonnes. What is yours? If you are curious to 
know then there are many online platforms you can use. Alternatively, contact James Perry at 
perudog@hotmail.com and he will work it out for you. There are many ways to make changes but knowing 
where you are at is a good place to start. 

Reflections on COP26 in Glasgow from Ruth Coe 
Thank you to the many people that congratulated me on getting to COP26 in Glasgow on my e-bike – many 
more folk put far more effort into walking even greater distances! Along with many others I had wondered 
what, if anything, we all achieved but a recent note from a “participant’s” friend, whose company advises 
governments worldwide on protection and conservation of the oceans, reassured me that our efforts may 
eventually have positive results – this is the note on her and her colleagues COP26 reflections: 

“Firstly, that she and so many others working in blue and green zones were often moved to tears to come 
out of an incredibly hard day, to be met by a samba band, people singing, a candlelit vigil, by people holding 
banners and placards. Having been to a great many COPs, there had never been this level of protest and it 
should not be underestimated what a difference it had made. The people on the streets who had travelled 
far and wide to show how much they cared, ensured there was much more media coverage, which 
ultimately puts pressure on governments and their negotiators, and gains made were influenced by this.  
COP26 failed but within and outside the conference zones the temperature changed.  

So many of those who advocate daily for us, for life on earth, feel they have been shouting into a void, to 
governments and corporations utterly invested in business as usual and a population that for the most part 
seems not to care. There is a palpable sea change now and in among the doom and gloom there is 
something to celebrate. She wanted to thank all protesters attending Glasgow. The fight goes on, has barely 
started. It may seem there is no point in protesting, but there is absolutely no point in NOT protesting.” 

So time will tell if we made a difference. 

Talk/discussion by Richard Dayment 

Local soil health and how to improve it 
January 13th 2022 6.00 pm Blackawton Primary School 

(followed by Sustainable Blackawton meeting) 

Please join us for a fascinating insight into practical sustainable ideas from the local farming 
community. Richard amalgamated his father’s herds and will have a good size mob of cows to move 
around the paddocks next summer, grazing and trampling and dunging on the ground to increase 
organic matter and feed the soil biology. He has greatly reduced reliance on purchased fertiliser and 
grown the same amount of feed by improved soil health and adding nitrogen fixing legumes to the 
swards. Richard is looking forward to getting the whole farm converted to all herbal leys over the next 
two years and increasing habitat and biodiversity with new banks, hedges and pollinators. 

All are welcome! 

http://www.gardentime.biz/christmas
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 from Kate Purver 

Shop opening times: 
Monday to Friday 8.30 am – 5.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

Opening hours over the Christmas and New Year period 
will be posted in the shop window 

Telephone number 712157.  Email blackawtonshop@gmail.com 

Mulled Wine and Spiced Apple Juice Event 
Come and see us on Friday 10th December from 11 am – 5 pm and enjoy a complimentary 
glass of mulled wine or spiced apple juice whilst you shop. Everyone is welcome. 

Do buy a ticket for our Christmas raffle: up for grabs is a fantastic hamper of £50 worth of seasonal 
products including wine and chocolates, cheese and smoked fish (vegetarian option available). 

And take a look at our “gift corner” for Christmas treats and stocking fillers – including Dream Thyme 
Herbal’s range of skincare and remedies, made here in Blackawton.  More goodies to come! and lots of 
lovely festive products.  

 

 from Laura Howell 

Booking the Village Hall  
The best way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the internet:  

1. On the community website www.blackawtoncommunity.com click COMMUNITY then 
BLACKAWTON VILLAGE HALL. Scroll down to see the current month and navigate to the month 
required.  

2. On Facebook search for “Blackawton Village Hall” then use the ‘Contact Us’ button and follow the 
navigation instructions above.  

If you don't have internet access, please phone 07968 314653. 

You will receive an email within a few days with a Hire Agreement and Invoice. Provisional bookings only 
become confirmed after the signed hire agreement has been received and the deposit is paid, both of which 
should be within 2 weeks of the invoice date. 

 

** Festive Wine Offers  ** 
We have chosen three corkers for you this month 

Wines £6.25 per bottle, Prosecco £9.50 per bottle  
Roos Estate Sauvignon Blanc 2019 South Africa 75cl 

Delicious Sauvignon Blanc, with a pale straw colour. It is a refreshing wine with light hints of 

gooseberry and grapefruit. Elegant with good long- lasting flavour. 

Di Maria Prosecco Italy 75cl 

This Gold Medal winning prosecco is a crowd pleaser. Pale yellow with an elegant and intense 

bouquet, this fizz is dry, delicately fruity and light. It is well balanced in flavour. 

Roos Estate Shiraz 2019 South Africa 75cl 

This Shiraz is a full-bodied wine with robust flavours of peppery black cherry and blackberry fruits 

rounded with soft tannins. 
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The Village Hall is fully open for bookings and while most Covid-19 restrictions are no longer 
mandatory, they are still recommended. It is the responsibility of the hirer to ensure that any mandatory 
Covid-19 restrictions that are in place at the time of hire are complied with, and the hirer is liable for any 
penalties imposed for breaches of the restrictions. There are several posters reminding users what the 
guidance is. 

Sanitising: Hand sanitiser stations are in the entrance hall, both toilets and the kitchen, please ensure 
that they are used. Surface sanitiser is provided in the kitchen and the baby changing area; please sanitise 
all surfaces used before and after use.  

Track & Trace: Ensure that everyone attending scans the QR code or writes their name on the recording 
sheets provided and leave them in the hall.  

December events at the Village Hall  
Blackawton Parish Council Annual Meeting Tuesday 7th at 7.30 pm 

Dartmouth YFC Charity Christmas Bingo Friday 10th at 6.00 pm  

Blackawton Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 14th at 7.30 pm 

Weekly classes 
Blackawton Community Choir (chris.janman@gmail.com or 712362) 
Monday 6th, 13th and 20th, 7.30 - 9.00 pm. 

Hatha Yoga Class with Hannah Roberts (07951 079608) 
Wednesday 1st, 8th and 15th, 9.00 - 10.15 am. 

Keep Fit Class with Antonia Bastin (tonibastin@live.co.uk or 07943 966988) 
Wednesday 1st, 8th and 15th, 6.00 - 7.00 pm. 

DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry (info@flaviacacace.com) 
Thursday 2nd, 9th and 16th, 6.00 - 6.50 pm. 
Saturday 11th and 18th, 9.00 - 10.00 am. 

Dance With Flavia (info@flaviacacace.com) 
Thursday 2nd, 9th and 16th, 7.00 - 8.00 pm. 

Village Hall Furniture, Glasses, Crockery and Cutlery 
A small amount (5 or fewer tables and 20 or fewer chairs) can sometimes be borrowed in return for an 
agreed donation and a deposit of £10. Suggested donation amounts are £5 per large table, £3 per small 
table and £1 per chair. Larger amounts of furniture can be borrowed but will be charged at the appropriate 
rate to hire the hall for the duration. A member of the committee should be present both when the furniture 
is taken and returned. Donation and deposit must be paid before any furniture is removed. Glasses, 
crockery, and cutlery may also be hired for a donation on the same terms. Requests should be made to 
villagehall@blackawtoncommunity.com. 

Hire Charges (not including security deposit): 
Adult’s Party (up to 6 hours, additional hours charged at hourly rate) £80 
Child’s Party (up to 3 hours, additional hours charged at hourly rate) £20 
Full day hire £200 
Hourly rate (per hour or part thereof) £10 

 from Simon Rake 

Jam tomorrow? Awaiting developments 
It is now more than eight years since the planning process for the French Furze development began, more 
than seven since planning was approved. Now, perhaps, fingers crossed, we might finally be getting 
towards the completion of the project. 

As is the way with larger developments such as this, the planning application included a number of 
‘community benefits’, things that the developer (more or less grudgingly) agreed to include in order to 
ensure that planning permission would be granted. For French Furze, this covered some financial 
contributions to various bodies, some ‘affordable’ and ‘intermediate’ housing, a multi-use games area 
(known by the unfortunate acronym of ‘the MUGA’), a toddler play area, a car park and drop-off/pick-up 
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area behind the school and five business units (plus the foundations for a further three). This was the jam 
that was intended to make the development more palatable to the community as a whole. 

Details of these parts of the development – the recipe for the jam, if you will – are contained in what is 
known as an S106 agreement. Prepared under section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
(hence the name) this sets out what the developer will provide and when it will provide it. The S106 is an 
agreement between South Hams District Council, Devon County Council, the original landowners and the 
developer. Blackawton Parish Council, not being a party to the agreement, has no rights under it. Like 
Blanche in A Streetcar Named Desire, we have to rely on “the kindness of strangers” to make sure that the 
agreement is properly implemented. And “strangers” has felt like an accurate term: since the process began 
we have had three District Councillors, two County Councillors, and umpteen planning officers at the 
Council and project managers at the developer. It has often been the case that we have had a meeting or 
conversation only to find when we try to follow up that the person we were talking to had moved on to 
pastures new. This has been frustrating, sometimes extremely so. 

But this is not the time to go over past frustrations. It seems that things are finally moving when it comes 
to transferring the jam across to community ownership. In short, the MUGA, toddler play area and car 
park will be transferred to the Parish Council, whilst the business units will be transferred to a Community 
Interest Company (CIC) specially created for the purpose. In neither case has the transfer process begun, 
nor indeed have we had any direct contact from the developer or the Council. However feedback from our 
District Councillor indicates that things are rumbling forward. A word of caution all the same. There have 
been false dawns in the past – indeed the CIC was registered in 2019 after we were told that the completion 
and transfer of the business units was imminent. We very much hope that this will not be another one. 

If all goes well, where will that leave us? Well, the hope is that our community will gain some valuable new 
assets. The MUGA and the toddler play area will add to the sports and play facilities in the village. The car 
park will hopefully be popular amongst staff and parents at the school and reduce pressure on parking 
elsewhere, especially at school drop-off and pick-up times, and the business units will generate income to 
support other projects in the Parish – spreading the jam around, if that doesn’t stretch the metaphor too 
far. In other words, it’s still jam tomorrow, but maybe, just maybe, tomorrow is a little closer. 

All this and more will be discussed at our Parish Meeting on 7th December, as advertised on the front page. 
So if you have questions or would like to find out more, please do come along.  

from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk

Notes of a meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on Tuesday 2nd November 2021 at 7.30 pm in 
Blackawton Village Hall. 

Open Forum 
No matters raised 

Present: Cllrs Rake (Chair), Mewes (Vice-Chair), Curry, Mallyon and Thomas were present, as were South 
Hams District Cllr Reeve, A Thom (Clerk), and three members of the public. 

Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Coe and Perry, and Devon County Cllr Brazil. 

Report from South Hams District Council Councillor 
Cllr Reeve said that recycling is being sorted even if it is co-mixed at collection. SHDC Cllrs have been to 
view the processing. Green waste will not be collected before spring at earliest, depending on the 
availability of lorry drivers. Cllr Reeve has Locality Grant money to support green waste collections. Please 
report waste issues to Cllr Reeve who will assist in resolution. The climate change fund ends in March; 
£3,000 available. If not spent funds may be combined for a bigger project. 

Report from Devon County Council Councillor 
Deferred in the absence of Cllr Brazil. 

Planning Issues 
SHDC Planning Approvals/Refusals. The following decision was noted: 
2969/21/CLE Proposed Development at SX 8074 5071 Blackawton TQ9 7BP. Certificate of lawfulness 

for existing commencement of development in accordance with planning consent 
0969/19/VAR. Cert of Lawfulness (Existing) Certified. 

Review of New Applications  
3691/21/OPA Land adjacent Two Gates Blackawton TQ9 7BL. Outline application with some matters 

reserved for construction of a single custom built dwelling. Support (resolution proposed 
Cllr Mallyon and seconded Cllr Thomas).  
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3583/21/CLE Higher Pasture Farm East Allington TQ9 7QA. Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use 
and erection of two agricultural barns without planning consent. No comment. 

French Furze Project 
Cllr Reeve said that the expected report has not yet been received from Vistry. Tarmacking will be done 
over the next few days. Cllr Mallyon said that trees have not been planted according to landscape 
specifications: neither planting method nor quantity. 

Churchyard Grounds Maintenance Contract Specifications 
Cllr Mallyon said that he has received some complaints about the cutting of the grass in the churchyard, 
the views being that they want it short all the time and that it is not an area suitable for rewilding. The 
request is that BPC go back to maintaining at the front.   

The proposed change to maintenance specifications was agreed with the alteration that one of the three 
biodiversity zone cuts will be in October (the September option removed). Cllrs suggested that the revised 
charges might now be an overestimate and hope the alternative mowing regime will help to mitigate cost. 
It was resolved to request a full cut in November with removal of cuttings on the new terms, £510, and on 
the basis of that extra information to ask the contractor to review pricing for BPC to review in the 14 
December meeting, and that BPC will pay the invoice of £200 for the full cut done at the end of September. 
It was noted that the recent biodiversity zone cut in the Cemetery doesn’t have as high a standard of finish 
as the lawn memorial area. 

Completion of Treeworks and Churchyard Cherry Management 
Some treework has been done to remove deadwood from the avenue of cherry trees in the churchyard. The 
deadwood overhanging paths has been removed. The invoice for that work, with a proportion paid by 
Dittisham Parish Council for its works, was approved. There will be a cycle of removing cherry trees from 
the avenue and replanting. BPC will identify in the spring which to remove. There will be no new planting 
in the avenue of cherry trees this year. Cllr Mewes will arrange to place a second fruiting cherry on the 
avenue towards School Lane and will reclaim the related expense.  

BPC Asset Maintenance 
The work on a review of BPC’s assets was noted and the works suggested considered. It was agreed that 
BPC’s Maintenance Contractor will be asked to do the following work: in the Cemetery paint A4 
noticeboard (leave white) and replace four slates/tiles on the shed, cut back vegetation at rear of Forces 
Cross Bus Shelters to keep clear about 50 cm, paint wood protector coat to the bench in the Cemetery, the 
noticeboard opposite The George Inn etc every second year in the spring, beginning in spring 2022.  

It is hoped the same resident will replace the hanging basket on the Village Bus Shelter in the spring. BPC 
will reimburse costs if receipts are provided. Cllr Rake has now checked the War Memorial which is fine. 
Grit bins still need to be checked.  

BPC is looking into work needed to the Cemetery’s vehicle gate. Repair is needed where one bottom rung 
has rusted through and one top rung has rust damage. All gates on that side will then need to be cleaned, 
corrosion protected, and painted.  

Phone Kiosk Project 
The promotion of the project was deferred to the March 2022 Agenda, because of the current high 
prevalence of COVID-19 cases. 

Remembrance Sunday Arrangements 
It was agreed that Cllr Rake would represent BPC in the Remembrance Service. It was resolved to approve 
a donation of £25 to the Royal British Legion in lieu of a new wreath. 

Parish Meeting Arrangements 
It was confirmed that the guest speakers would be the Regional Fraud Protect Advisor from the South West 
Regional Organised Crime Unit, followed by a Domestic Energy Efficiency Workshop. Cllr Mewes is 
arranging refreshments to follow – mulled wine and mince pies etc.  

Slapton Line Monument Parish Council Maintenance Agreement 
BPC support the goals and making contribution towards the maintenance cost in principle, but not the 
maintenance implementation as currently proposed in the draft Maintenance Agreement. Cllr Rake will 
respond to the Chair of Strete Parish Council. 

Finance 
Update on current financial position. The report showed a total balance of £61,428.34 and 
unearmarked reserves of £17,516.73 and reconciled. 

Payments. The following payments were approved: 
Maintenance Contractor, Second wall clearance, bus shelter cleans, 
clearance around School staffroom wall £628.00 
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Parish Online, Mapping Software 13/10/21 one year in advance £58.80 
Community Heartbeat Trust, Defibrillator Annual Support Agreement £198.00 
Dartmoor Tree Surgeons, Removal of deadwood from cherry trees £332.40 
Clerk, Expenses Reimbursement CE26 £78.32 

Purchase of Right of Burial Certificate Book. It was resolved to approve the purchase (£110). 

Clerk’s Overtime. It was resolved to approve the claim for 20 hours over the period July-October 2021. 

Annual Leave. The Clerk’s request for annual Leave 18 and 19 November, and to carry forward 5 days 
leave was approved. 

Correspondence 
The following correspondence was noted: 

25/10/21, Resident, Steep footpath on Washwalk Farm’s Land. The outcome of this report needs to be 
followed up with DCC. 

20/10/21, Resident, Flooding in the village, Referred to DCC Cllr Brazil. 

Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Cllrs Rake and Thomas commented on a new residents’ gathering they had attended in The George Inn. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 14th December 2021 at 7.30 pm. It is 
currently planned to meet in the Village Hall and that rapid COVID-19 tests will be done. You are most 
welcome to join the meeting and to raise any issues which may be of concern to you. 

 

There are Report It buttons on www.blackawtoncommunity.com to report problems to DCC (eg. highway 
issues such as potholes and flooding) and SHDC (eg. planning enforcement, missed waste collection, fly 
tipping, and abandoned vehicles). 

 from Philip Bond 

We are pleased to announce that the Dartmouth Fat Stock Show will be taking place on Tuesday 14th 
December at the Old Market and Market Square, Dartmouth. All are welcome. 

                       

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 alan@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Robin Mewes, Vice-chair 07733 097551 robin@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Jack Perry 07890 898164 jack@westdownfarm.plus.com 
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Chris Wilson 07970 850258 chris@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Parish Lengthsman, Mike Pearey 732628 

Other contacts  

Police non-urgent reporting 101 dartmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

or online at www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Dartmouth/Contact 

South Hams Cllr Helen Reeve 01548 821306 Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk 

South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 

SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 
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 from John Light 

Where friendliness matters above all else 
The Probus Club of Stoke Fleming and District wish to convey their best wishes to all their members and 
the village of Blackawton for a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous and Healthy New Year. 

Our programme for December and January is as follows: 

December 8th Lunch Jim Redman Albert, Harold & Others 

January 14th No meeting due to holidays at Stoke Lodge Hotel 

January 26th Lunch David Wills Megalithic Gobekli Tepe: a technologically important 
discovery. This will followed by the AGM. 

Why not be our guest? Our Club is keen to attract new members. Come and join us and receive a warm 
welcome from our members. 

For more information please contact John Light on 834861 or email johnlight1@gmail.com. Or you 
can visit our website at www.stokeflemingprobus.wixsite.com/stokeflemingprobus. 

Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be dropped off at the Community Shop or at 1 The Cross, Park Lane. The 
deadline for the January edition is Friday 17th December. Please note this is earlier than usual because 
of Christmas. 

If you would like to make a donation, please put Beacon on the outside of the envelope and drop it off at 
the Shop, or put it in the Church's donation box beside the visitors book. Please note that cheques must be 
payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you. 

Andrew Morrow 

 

 from Sue Tweed 

Christmas Fair 

Saturday 4th December 10.00 am to 3.00 pm 
Dartmouth Market 

Loads of lovely gifts, cakes, crafts, jewellery and more! Stalls are currently available at £20. All proceeds 
from this event will help CHSW to provide essential specialist care and support for over 500 families 
with life-limited children in the South West. 

Contact Sue Tweed 770730 or tweed833@btinternet.com 

 

Christmas trees for sale! 
Blackawton-grown Nordmann and Fraser firs 

Competitive prices 

We can deliver or 
you can come and choose your own! 

Contact Adam Gaisford  07760 309232 

 
 

mailto:tweed833@btinternet.com
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Blackawton Blooms 

Sustainable 
Christmas Wreaths 
and Gift Bouquets  

Sumptuous, luxurious, sustainable, Christmas wreaths, made the traditional way 
on a moss base are available for pre-order now! For examples please see photos 
on the Blackawton Blooms Facebook page, £60 without lights, £69.95 with lights. 
Wreaths can be collected from Blackawton, delivered locally or posted anywhere 
in the country, postage £9.95 for next day delivery. 

Sensational, sustainable hand-tied bouquets are also available for local delivery 
in the South Hams and I can now post them anywhere in the country, so everyone 
can have a little bit of Devon sent to their door.  

Bouquets for local delivery start at £25 plus delivery charges. 

Postal flowers start at £35, with next day delivery by Parcelforce £9.95. 

Hand-tied bouquets are tastefully wrapped in brown paper and raffia and postal 
flowers are packaged in recycled and recyclable packaging. All flowers come with 
flower food and a beautiful card. 

10% discount for early bird orders on Christmas Wreaths 

Order by Friday December 3rd to claim your discount 

My flowers have a minimal carbon footprint, are grown organically without 
pesticides or artificial fertilisers, they are peat-free, plastic-free and grown in 
harmony with nature here in Devon and are a zero air mile product. From March 
to October my flowers are grown in Blackawton and Moreleigh. From November 
to March I buy in from other Devon, SW and British growers (so they are also zero 
air miles). All of this and long-lasting to boot. 

Bouquets are available for pre-order for Christmas or at any time! 

Email me at info@blackawtonblooms.co.uk  
or call/message me on 07951 296494. 

Check out my FB page www.facebook.com/blackawtonblooms or visit 
www.blackawtonblooms.co.uk for photos of bouquets and wreaths. 

Many thanks, Jane 
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stanborough poultry 

 

TURKEYS  ~  GEESE 

DUCKS  ~  CHICKEN 
 

**ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR CHRISTMAS** 

 

 

Contact us to order your free-range 
oven-ready Christmas bird 

Give us a call or send us a message on  

01548 821306 or 07398901768 

email: stanboroughfarm@hotmail.com 

 

 

  

  

Find and follow us on Social Media 

Facebook: Stanborough Farm Poultry and Firewood            Instagram: stanboroughpoultry 

 

Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 

Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 

www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 



Blackawton Beacon December 2021 page 14 of 17 

 

To advertise your business 
in the Beacon email 

beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com 
for prices and other details 

   

Planning a night out? 

Need to get to the station? 

Local private 
hire available 

Electric car 
To book: call or text 

Laura Perry 07488 567705 

 

 

Dream Thyme Herbal 
Herbal skincare and remedies, 

handmade by Tania in Blackawton 

Using locally-picked plants 

including nettles, rosehips, 

marshmallow and more 

Palm oil and nasty free 

Visit me on my market stall at Dartmouth 
Saturday and Totnes Friday markets 

Herbal educator at Dartington College 

Email dreamthymeherbal@gmail.com 
for enquiries or a product list 
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Your friendly local Wine Merchant 

Buy online or visit our shop 
in Blackpool Valley 

Wines from £7.75 and many under £10 
Free local delivery or pre-order and collect. 

Visit our website, send an email 
or call 01803 770737 

#supportlocal - go on 
give our wines a try! 

Jonathan & Suzie Sutton 

www.michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 

wines@michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 

 

We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 

 

- Domestic Electrical - Solar PV Installations 
- Commercial & Agricultural Electrical - Solar PV Monitoring 
- Testing & Inspections - Solar PV Servicing 
- Home Automation - Solar Panel Cleaning 
- Fire & Security - Solar iBoost Installation 
- EV Charging - Solar Battery Storage 
- Electrical Heating 
- LED Lighting 

01548 550909  -  info@danielknightelectrical.com  -  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com 

 

Mason Accountancy 
Small Business Accountants 

 

Mason Accountancy specialises in providing personal accounting services to individuals, sole traders, 
partnerships and small local businesses.  We can take care of all your tax and statutory reporting 
obligations, so that you have time to concentrate on your business. 

Friendly & Professional Accounting 

Get in touch at: anne-marie@masonaccountancy.com 
07733334797, www.masonaccountancy.com 
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Wednesday 1st 9.00 am Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 2nd 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Friday 3rd 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Saturday 4th 10.00 am CHSW Christmas Fair Dartmouth Market 

Monday 6th 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Tuesday 7th 7.30 pm Blackawton Parish Council Annual Meeting Village Hall 

Wednesday 8th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Totnes and Newton Abbot Bus shelter 

 9.00 am Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 9th 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Friday 10th 6.00 pm Dartmouth YFC Charity Christmas Bingo Village Hall 

Saturday 11th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

Monday 13th 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Tuesday 14th  Dartmouth Fat Stock Show Dartmouth Market 

 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

Wednesday 15th 9.00 am Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Wormcharming planning meeting The George Inn 

Thursday 16th 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Friday 17th  Deadline for January Beacon  

Saturday 18th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

Monday 20th 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Tuesday 21st 10.00 am Church decorating for Christmas Church 

Wednesday 22nd 7.00 pm Christmas Carol Service Church 

                               

We wish all our readers 

  


