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Blackawton Beacon
December 2018

published jointly by the Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council

 

 

  

NearTa Theatre present 

   Christmas Time   
(NearTa are an expanded version of OwdYaDo who have performed here in the past with great success.) 

Saturday 1st December 
Blackawton Village Hall 

Charlie and Toby are feeling low, and why wouldn’t they? It’s Christmas Day and they’re serving time 
at Her Majesty’s pleasure. But why shouldn’t they be having a Merry Christmas in spite of their 
incarceration? What’s stopping them from creating Christmas around them? Absolutely nothing! And 
so they set off on their festival of carols, Claus, Christ and custody! 
Join them on a fantastical adventure through Dickens, pantomime, musical, Christmas dinner and 
Christmas films! See as they build a wonderfully Merry Christmas around them with songs, snowmen 
and lots of laughs in this truly festive show that puts the cell firmly back in celebration! 

Doors open 7.15 pm with performance at 8.00 pm with one interval 
The bar will be open before the performance and during  the interval 

Tickets: Adults £10.00, under 16s £8.00 in advance, available from the Community Shop 
The George Inn or phone 712159, or email villagehall@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Tickets on the door £12.00 

Friends of Blackawton School present the  

   Winter Festival   
Come and join us for carols, crafts and cake! 

Friday 14th December, 2.45 – 7.00 pm 
Blackawton Village Hall 

Raffle   ~~   Carols 2.45 – 3.15 pm   ~~   Kids disco* 5,00 – 7.00 pm 
Local produce on sale   ~~   Mulled wine   ~~   Hot food: homemade pizzas, soup 

Free entry 

All proceeds go to Blackawton Primary School 
*Children must be accompanied by an adult

Blackawton Community Choir 
will be singing 

Carols at the Lych-gate 
Friday 21st December at 7.00 pm 

Come and join us
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St Michael's Church 
Services for December 2018 
Date Time Service 

Sunday 2nd December 
Advent Sunday 

9.30 am 
6.30 pm 

Morning Worship 
Advent Carol Service: From Darkness 
to Light 

Friday 7th December 11.00 am Funeral of Derek Harvey 

Sunday 9th December 8.00 am Holy Communion by extension 

Sunday 16th December 11.00 am Holy Communion 

Wednesday 19th December 7.30 pm Christmas Carol Service 

Sunday 23rd December 10.00 am Unrehearsed Nativity Play: come dressed 
as your favourite nativity character 

Monday 24th December 
Christmas Eve 

11.30 pm Holy Communion by extension 

Tuesday 25th December 
Christmas Day 

9.30 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 30th December 11.00 am United Benefice Communion 

Sunday 6th January 2019 
Epiphany 

5.30 pm Christingle Service 

 

 

Calling all singers, especially men! from Bob Barsby 

Sunday 30th December 
Blackawton Church at 11.00 am 

Please come and sing! We aim to make this a special musical occasion. Whether you are a regular 
church-goer or not you will be most welcome to sing in the choir on that day. Singers from Stoke 
Fleming, Strete and East Allington are especially welcome. If you have friends or family staying for the 
Christmas period that enjoy singing they are most welcome too. 
There will be a preliminary practice meeting on Friday 28th 6.00 - 7.00 pm in the church and a warm-
up on the Sunday morning. 

Christmas coffee morning and children’s craft activities 
 from Rosemary U’Ren 

Saturday 15th December 
Blackawton Church, 10.00 am – 1.00 pm 

There will be Christmas craft activities for children which are totally free, all ages welcome. Children 
under 8 will need to be accompanied by an adult. Running simultaneously will be a coffee morning with 
cake stall, Christmas hamper draw, bric-a-brac, etc. 
Any enquiries please phone Rosemary U’Ren 01548 521278. 
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Vicar's letter from Rev'd Alison Shaw 
Dear Friends, 
Looking around our shops and watching the adverts on television we are being reminded that Christmas 
is a'coming. Whatever your religious beliefs it is a special time of year – hopefully time for some relaxation 
and family time, traditional carols and Christmas trees. But again this year we know that people are 
struggling, especially financially, and I’d like to invite you all to contribute to the  

Reverse Advent Calendar 
to which you gave so generously last Advent and Christmas. Instead of opening a window on an Advent 
calendar and eating a chocolate, we can give an item each day and place them in a special box at the back 
of church. There is a theme each week. 
Week One  (2nd - 8th December) 
Psalm 51  verse 10: Create in me a clean heart , O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Gifts of soap, shower gel, toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, washing powder, washing up liquid. 
Week Two  (9th - 15th December) 
Psalm 34. verse 8: Come, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Beans, corned beef, tinned tomatoes, tinned tuna, pasta, soup, rice. 
Week Three  (16th- 22nd December) 
John 4. verse 14: Jesus said “Whoever drinks of the water I give, will never thirst.” 
Squash, tea, coffee, long life milk, cocoa, drinking chocolate, juices, sugar – no alcohol please 
Week Four  ( 23rd -26th December) 
Proverbs 16. verse 24: Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 
Rice pudding, custard, jelly, chocolates, biscuits, puddings, cake. 
Items need not be specifically Christmas goodies but everyday stuff will be gratefully received by our local 
FoodBanks. We will deliver to them as items come in. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity and as we enter the season of Advent and Christmas may the 
peace of God which passes all understanding enter your hearts and lives and fill you with love, joy and 
peace. Every blessing. 

Our church team 
Vicar Revd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Sally Green 712438 
Churchwarden Kate Janman 712362  Frank Robinson 712249 
    Lyn Robinson 712249 

Village Life 
Poppy project thanks from Polly Morrow 

                                                                            

A total of forty-two people - Blackawton residents, plus family and friends from as far away as Cornwall, 
Bath and Essex - took up the request to knit and crochet poppies. In under four months they produced the 
amazing total of 1,027 poppies, which arrived in a whole variety of shapes and sizes. Some people 
remembered long-forgotten knitting and crochet skills; some learned for the first time and some taught 
others. Local charity shops ran out of red wool, and all who took part enjoyed giving time to the project. 
Nine people spent a week sewing them onto thirty-one lengths of tape, and four people spent three days 
assembling them, finally putting them up in a cascade on the lych gate of St Michael's church in good time 
to commemorate the 11th November anniversary. Special thanks to Lynn Bacon and Jerry Neville who 
worked so hard to help with the assembly, and occasional running repairs. Everyone who has walked past 
the display has commented on the impact it has made on them, and the school children are busy guessing 
how many poppies there are. 
To everyone who took part ... thank you! It looks fantastic and was a real contribution to the 100th 
anniversary of the end of WW1 here in Blackawton. 



Blackawton Beacon December 2018 page 4 of 17 

A Defibrillator for Blackawton from Peter Hathaway 
By the time you read this, our Village Defibrillator should be installed and operational – located at our 
Community Shop. A lot of background research went into assessing the best type of defibrillator for the 
village, as well as training, insurance and ongoing maintenance/support. We believe that we have a great 
overall package and a defibrillator which will be fully supported for at least the next ten years.   
Now that the defibrillator is in place, we will be organising a defibrillator awareness session with 
Community Heartbeat Trust who are providing our equipment and support package and we also plan to 
arrange ongoing CPR training sessions. We will be publicising details of these events in due course in the 
Beacon and around the village. We will also be organising some form of celebratory “launch” and publicity 
event on site – so look out for details of this too. 
We would not have been able to acquire the defibrillator as swiftly as we have without the majority of funds 
coming from two local donors who wish to remain anonymous. The remainder of the initial cost, together 
with the all important financial commitment to cover maintenance and support for at least the next ten 
years, has been provided by Linden Homes, Blackawton Parish Council and other individual donations. A 
big “thank you” to them all. 
This has been a team effort involving not only myself but also my wife Donna, together with Beth Hughes 
and Steve Thomas. Going forward, Donna and I have agreed to take on the necessary “management” duties 
for at least the first year and would be happy to hear from anyone in the village who might be interested in 
sharing this responsibility in the future. On behalf of myself, Donna, Beth and Steve, we all look forward 
to seeing you at the forthcoming “launch” and training sessions. 

 

Blackawton Family Bonfire Night from Ash Stevens 
Saturday November 10th provided another night of literally Fireworks Magic thanks to all of our team who 
pulled together again to provide the village with a spectacular evening and food and beverages in the field. 
As always we do not charge for entry but rely on donations on the night and the generosity of local 
businesses and villagers who make regular donations to ensure the continuity of our special village 
evening. The evening did not attract as many spectators as we have had in the last several years – whether 
this was because of the date being a little further on from the 5th – we don't know. However the important 
thing is the feedback we have had was that enjoyment was had by all !! 
Sue and I have been involved in organising, worrying about fundraising, building and clearing up after the 
event for over 20 years ... and as some already know I have decided to step down from this role that I have 
enjoyed, for the most part, for those 20 years. On behalf of Sue and myself I would like to convey my thanks 

Cooking Club from Helen Gray 

Blackawton Village Hall 
Saturday December 8th 9.30 am - 13.30 pm 

Want to join? 
Hello. I am a parent at Blackawton Primary school and I want to hear from you if you are interested in 
coming to the first Saturday Cooking Club at the Village Hall. I hope to run a regular club every two 
weeks and will use this first session to gauge the interest and demand for a regular club. 
I am a self-taught cook and I’m interested in cooking with the seasons and creating family-friendly 
budget meals using local produce. Everyone is welcome and no previous experience is necessary, 
just a desire to learn about food and cooking. All recipes can be adapted to your dietary requirements.  
The club is for children and adults of all ages. If you are under 12 years of age you need to be 
accompanied by an adult who will work with you. You are welcome to cook on your own or with a friend 
or family member and share the tasks.  
Each session we will cook at least two dishes which you get to take home with you. I provide a shopping 
list for each session and participants bring their own ingredients. At 12.30 a seasonal vegetarian lunch 
will be served and a chance to plan what to cook at the next club. 
Charge per session to cover costs and to include lunch: Adults £3 
 Children (under 12 years of age) £1 
Booking is essential both to avoid overcrowding and to give you time to shop for the ingredients. 
Please email Helen to book your place: helengray8@live.co.uk. 
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to the support I have had over that time and hope the same support will be continued with the team we 
have built over the years ... and thanks to the "new blood" that has now come aboard. 
I look forward to seeing you all at Fireworks 2019 !! 

 

from Beth Hughes

The next monthly dance is 5 - 6 pm on Friday 7th December 
at Blackawton Village Hall 

Suggested donation £2  ~  all proceeds to the Playing Field Fund 
An opportunity to dance to great sounds for an hour in near darkness ... no need to feel self-conscious!! 
Just come and move your body ... have some fun! All ages, sexes, shapes, sizes and abilities welcome. 

No alcohol please! 
Contact Beth on 712840 or email beth.hughes@talktalk.net for more info or to put your name on the 
email reminder list for future sessions. 

We welcome music requests or be our guest DJ for the month! 

   

Blackawton WI  from Frances Wood 
We began the month with our McMillan coffee morning and we are delighted to have raised £528, thank 
you to all those who attended and gave donations. Next we ran a jumble sale where we raised over £300.  
We had organised a walk along Slapton line to see the new road, but we had only just arrived when the 
heaven opened, so instead we drove to Stokely, had a leisurely coffee, then popped over to Torcross and 
finished the day with a fish and chip lunch, so not much exercise that day. But a little later in the month 
we made up for it by walking along the River Dart to Staverton. 
This summer several WIs have taken part in the Great Potato Growing Challenge; not to miss out we joined 
in. The big weigh-in was during September's meeting. Most had crops between two and a half and three 
pounds, but Doreen Tucker's crop was outstanding weighing in at 10lbs 10oz of huge potatoes, and the 
booby prize went to one member who had grown two pea size potatoes; neither contestant had a clue why 
their crops were so different from the rest. But it was great fun. 
December is going to be a busy month. Beginning with an outing to Topsham and Darts Farm; then we 
have our Christmas Dinner in the Sportsman's Arms, then off we go to Exeter to Devon Federations Carol 
Service in Exeter Cathedral; the new year sees us attending Matilda at the Theatre Royal. 
This month we had a brilliant speaker, Alex Leger, who for 35 years was executive producer of BBC's Blue 
Peter, telling us about how it was produced, and the stories behind the daring stunts the presenters did. 
The entries for the evening's competition, a handmade decoration, displayed the diverse talents the 
members have. It was won by Doreen Tucker's patchwork Advent Calendar.  

Dart Valley Writers Group 
. . . is a writing group meeting once a 
month to allow budding writers to meet 
and exchange texts and help with editing 
and creative thinking. This is not a class, 
it is a genuine gathering of people who 
write or wish to write and cooperate with 
other people in a similar situation. 
If you are interested in this group 
please contact Lindsay Ellwood at 
lindsay.ellwood@btinternet.com. 

🎁🎁🎁🎁🎁🕊🕊🕊🕊🕊🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄✨✨✨✨✨ 

Happy Christmas Blackawton village 
folk, friends and neighbours 

This Christmas, instead of sending Greetings Cards we 
will be sending a donation to 

The Yemen Crisis Appeal 
We wish everyone A Very Happy Christmas Holiday and 
A Happy New Year 2019 

🎁🎁🎁🎁✨✨✨✨ Lizzie and John Yunnie 
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The George Inn from Ruth Coe 
In last month’s Beacon I explained that, after many months on the market we had finally accepted an offer 
to lease The George Inn. That process, after dragging on for more than 6 months, has now been abandoned 
due to serious illness of the potential lessee.  
As I write this our chef Chris, with us since July 2017, is working his notice having accepted an offer to 
work at The Green Dragon, Stoke Fleming. So we are very short-staffed on the kitchen side of the business.  
Our front of house team is also temporarily depleted through December due to holidays. I am therefore 
struggling to provide the customer service, choice and value that has always been our aim.  
Our kitchen will not be staffed on Sunday, Monday or Tuesday evenings or any lunchtimes except Sunday 
from 26th November onwards until further notice. Our menu will be smaller than usual, while offering the 
usual pub classics, cooked to order, that we are known for. Please call us and book if you would like to eat 
here, we will always do our best to oblige. We will of course have to provide food, including breakfast, if 
required by “resident guests” but this will be advance booked and subject to availability of staff. 
I can only ask that all our customers bear with us through the next few months. There will be times that 
the pub may have to close for the less busy sessions. We have always tried to be here for you 24/7 but this 
may not be possible for the foreseeable future, this is a quiet time of year and it is often not viable for us to 
open early in the week.  
The George Inn will be closed on Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th December 2018 due to staff holidays. Any 
other amendments to opening hours, yet to be agreed with what remains of Team TGI, will be published 
as soon as we know what is sustainable.  
Christmas, New Year opening hours are (bar only, no food) as follows: 
24th December, Christmas Eve 12.00 – 3.00 pm,  5.00 – 11.00 pm 
25th December, Christmas Day 11.30 am – 13.30 pm  
26th December, Boxing Day  12.00 noon – 3.00 pm 
27th – 29th December (Thur – Sat) closed 
Sunday 30th December 12.00 noon – 5.00 pm  
Monday 31st December, New Year's Eve 5.00 – 11.00 pm 
Tuesday 1st January 2019, New Year's Day 12.00 noon – 3.00 pm only 
The George Inn is back on the market looking for the right people to take over and run a good community 
supporting pub, a clubhouse that is family- and dog-friendly, offers good value food and a great choice of 
drinks both alcoholic and non-alcoholic, as well as coffees and teas. Hopefully we will find someone soon, 
as I am way past retirement age and simply no longer have the energy necessary to be the custodian here. 
Until then please be patient, staff will just tell you that “The George Inn is on the market”. I am truly sorry 
for any inconvenience caused and very grateful for your forbearance. 

 

Linden Homes from Emma Mackay 
Invitation: Christmas community event at French Furze 
Linden Homes is holding a Christmas community event at its French Furze development, off Main Street, 
Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7BL on Tuesday 11th December from 12.00 to 200 pm. French Furze is a 
stunning new homes development in the beautiful village of Blackawton and will feature 60 attractive well-
designed new homes. 
To celebrate this festive time of year, Linden Homes is inviting the local community to look around the 
show home and enjoy Christmas carols sung by Blackawton Community Choir and refreshments from 
The George Inn. 
RSVP by Wednesday 5th December: Emma Mackay 01392 268900 or 
 emma.mackay@lindenhomes.co.uk 

Thanks from Neil and Helen Algar
We would like to thank all the Ladies and Gentlemen of Blackawton that helped and supported Rosie 
and Mike North with all the wedding preparations. From making bunting, decorating the church, 
growing and drying flowers, providing food and nourishment, a listening ear  . . .  the list is endless. 
We loved every second of the day and the amazing finishing touches helped bring it all together. We are 
truly amazed by your generosity and great community spirit. 
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West Dart Bus services from Tony Hemmings 

 
The West Dart Bus runs a regular service to nearby towns, as follows: 

Dartmouth every Friday at 10.15 am. 
Totnes 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month, at 9.50 am. 
Newton Abbot last Wednesday of the month at 9.50 am. 

For the Newton Abbot trip you need to book in advance; please ring Tony on 
712375 or 07776 432309, or email him at tony.westdartbus@outlook.com. 

Community Shop 
 from Tony Everett 

Our main concern this month is the need for new volunteers especially anyone 
who can fill the Saturday shifts. Due to some key volunteers leaving the village 
or holidays, the situation is now so serious to the extent that we may have to 
reduce opening hours. So if anyone is able to come forward and help in the 
shop please do so asap 
In December we have the Christmas draw. If you know of any business or 
person who would like to give a prize do please let the manager Ben Rodwell 
know. Meat and cheese can now be ordered on a daily basis and this includes 
turkeys and geese for Christmas. 

It has been suggested that flower pots outside the shop to replace the cones would be more acceptable. 
Unfortunately, the flower pots are not acceptable under local highway regulations. 
Just a final reminder that the Portacabin is being advertised on eBay and if anyone knows someone who 
would like to have it do let any member of the committee know. 

   

Shop opening times 
Monday to Friday 8.00 am – 6.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

The shop's telephone number is 712157. See you in the shop soon! 

Volunteer Drivers Needed 
The West Dart Bus is looking for volunteer drivers to support its community bus service in the 
Dartmouth, Dittisham, Blackawton area. Once every 6 weeks or so. 

Rewarding and interesting     ~~     Helping the local community 
Drive a Mercedes 16 seat minibus     ~~     Meet people     ~~     Training given 

All ages welcome – D1 licence required, training will be given to anyone who has not got a D1 licence. 
For more information please contact Dave:  07902 945129 or by email info@ringandride.net. 

Serving the communities of the West Dart 

Wanted: Post Office 
 and Shop Volunteers 

We are really keen to talk to anyone who 
could be willing to volunteer to do shift in 
the shop especially Saturdays! 

If you might be able to help, please 
ring the shop on 712157 

Support your shop by joining the 

100 Club 
Prizes every month! 

Tickets £15 now available 
For more information pop in to the 
shop or ring 712157 
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Parish Council 
 from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 

 

Notes of the monthly meeting of Blackawton Parish Council 
Held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 6th November 2018 in Blackawton Village Hall 
Full minutes are on the website www.blackawtoncommunity.com and on the noticeboard outside 
The George Inn. 

Open Forum  
Blackawton Public Access Defibrillator 
A member of the public reported that the defibrillator has been delivered and installation is underway. 
Linden Homes has pledged £145 to support the project and may also donate funds towards maintenance 
costs. 

Blackawton Business Units – Public Meeting 
Blackawton Village Hall 

7.00 pm on Tuesday 11th December 2018 
This meeting is being held to gather views on the forthcoming Blackawton business units. 
As part of the planning permission for the French Furze housing development the developer undertook 
to construct 5 business units, a shared meeting room and shared kitchen and the associated parking 
and landscaping, and foundations for a further three business units. The project will then be transferred 
to a community body to be run for the benefit of the community as a whole. If properly managed, this 
is an exciting project that could generate a significant annual income to be used to support the life of 
our community. It will also bring employment and activity into the village. 
Over the summer the Parish Council convened a working party to look at some of the issues around the 
business units: their management, ownership, community involvement and so on. Now we want to 
hear from you. We need to decide who will own the units, how they will be run, who should decide 
how any profits are used to support our community. Whether you are interested in renting a unit, want 
to get involved, have ideas on how surplus funds should be used, or are just interested in finding out 
more, please do come along on 11th December. The working party’s report is on the community 
website at:www.blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Key questions to be discussed: 
Who will own the units? 
The two main choices here are the Parish Council or an organisation specially created for the purpose. 
The Parish Council has discussed this and believes that a specially created organisation would be the 
preferred answer. A Community Interest Company (CIC – like a limited company but with restrictions 
on payments to shareholders and disposal of assets) would seem to be the ideal form for this 
organisation to take. It would allow everyone in the community to take a stake in the project for a small 
sum. 
Who will manage the units? 
The units could be managed by a group of volunteers from within the community. This would reduce 
costs, although there might be a need to buy in expert services from time to time. Alternatively an agent 
could be appointed to manage the units. This would reduce the income generated, although this might 
be offset by ensuring maximum occupation. Lastly, the whole project could be sold or leased to someone 
to operate on a commercial basis, with the CIC then responsible only for investing the proceeds and 
managing that investment. This might simplify the task for the CIC, but we would need to be able to 
find a buyer (and hope that market conditions meant we got a good price) and community oversight 
and control would be lost. 
Should we (and can we) build the three additional units? 
If they are successfully let, the three additional units will generate additional revenue, but borrowing 
the money will also create a fixed cost that would increase the risk of the project. 
How should any profits be used? 
If all goes well, the business units could generate thousands of pounds of profit each year. How should 
this money be used? 
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Present: Cllrs Rake, Joyce, Coe, Perry, Thomas and Mallyon were present as were A Thom (Clerk), one 
member of the public for the Open Forum, and Devon County Cllr Brazil attended to give a report. 

Report from District Councillor 
Cllr Hicks’ report was read by Cllr Rake. In summary:  
Cllr Hicks is sorry not to be present this evening. He has reminded the planners about the meeting 
requested by BPC. There is not much specifically going on at SHDC. The possible externalising of waste 
collection is progressing. The Seamoor Lottery has been in operation now for some weeks and is 
contributing to local good causes. SHDC is consulting on Council Tax discount proposals and has organised 
some work to be done on how the Council can contribute to town centre support. These proposals will 
develop over time. 

Report from County Councillor 
Devon County Cllr Brazil reported that the Slapton Line is open. The Autumn Budget included £450 
million for pothole repairs. This sum will be shared nationally.  

Planning Issues 
Review of New Applications  
1381/18/ARM Land at SX806521 West Hartley Blackawton. Application for approval of reserved matters 

following outline approval 1212/17/OPA for a permanent agricultural worker's dwelling. 
Support. 

‘Timed’ Premises License application from ‘Tunes in the Dunes Ltd’. The applicant wishes to license a 
section of Blackpool Sands, Blackpool, Dartmouth TQ6 ORG for three days only. Dates applied for are 
Friday 12th July 2019 to Sunday 14th July 2019 inclusive. The applicant wishes to apply for the following 
licensable activities: Live and recorded Music 12:00 hrs – 23:00 hrs, Supply of Alcohol 12:00 hrs – 22:50 
hrs, Hours open to the public 12:00 hrs – 23:30 hrs. Last date for representations are 23:59 hours on 21st 
November 2018. No comment will be made by BPC. 
Consultations 
The following consultations were discussed. No formal comment will be made by BPC. 
 SHDC Council Tax System: Eleven changes are proposed. The survey closes Wednesday 5 December. 
 SHDC/Planning Inspector: Modifications to the proposed Joint Local Plan. Closes 3 December at 5 pm. 

French Furze Commercial Units 
The community can now be consulted about the identified ownership and management options for the 
units, and whether funds will be borrowed/raised to build the final three of the eight units. A public 
meeting will be held in mid-December. Summarised options will be published in the Beacon. The full 
Business Plan will be posted on the Blackawton Community Website (www.blackawtoncommunity.com). 

French Furze 
BPC questioned whether all of the residences are being built initially and if not, what the effect would be 
on the s106. Cllr Mallyon reported that the attenuation tanks have moved from near housing to under the 
wild meadow and that a hedgerow has been removed to accommodate the relocation of some of the houses. 
Clerk to contact Linden Homes. 

Remembrance Sunday Service Arrangements 
Cllr Mallyon will represent the Parish Council. 

Churchyard Wall Maintenance 
Cllr Brazil and the Clerk will discuss the required work with BPC’s contractor in the first instance. A local 
stonemason will be asked to do the work if required. 

General Data Protection Regulations 
The Consent Form, Privacy Policy, and Record Retention and Disposal Procedures were approved. 

Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Christmas lights are to be included in the 2019/20 budget. Cllr Mallyon to provide a cost. 
BPC will try to collect a list of volunteers spread across the Parish who can assist in bad weather. The Snow 
Warden is Cllr Jack Perry. He is best contacted on his mobile. 
The Parish Council supports in principle the installation of bus shelters at the stops outside Woodlands 
and would be pleased to relocate the now unused bus stop at Capton Cross if Dittisham Parish Council 
agrees. The Clerk will investigate the process and any associated costs. 
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Finance 
Update on Current Financial Position. The report which showed a 2018/19 balance of £7,393.52, total 
balance of £53,987.09 and unearmarked reserves of £7,708.02 was read. 
Payments Made, Due and Received 
The following payments were approved: 

September churchyard & cemetery cuts £210.00 
PKF Littlejohn LLP, External Audit 2017/18 £240.00 
Clerk, October salary & pension £461.77 
Clerk, CE09 £56.19 
HMRC, October PAYE £14.80 
PCA Consulting Engineers, Churchyard Wall report £472.50 
October churchyard & cemetery cuts £210.00 

Shepleigh Grit Bin 
The purchase of a grit bin at a VAT exclusive cost £148.19 was approved. 
Clerk’s Leave 
The leave 19-23 November 2018 was approved. 

The Parish Council’s next meeting will take place on Tuesday 4th December 2018 at 7.30 pm in the 
Village Hall. You are welcome to attend and raise any issues which may be of interest or concern to you. 

Council contacts 

 

Village Hall 
 from Adrian Kyte 
December events at the Village Hall 
NearTa Theatre present Christmas Time  
Saturday 1st December 7.15 for 8.00 pm 
See front page for details. Get your tickets in advance and save money! 
Private Event 
Sunday 2nd 12.00 – 3.00 pm Event parking only 
Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 4th at 7.30 pm. 
Private Event 
Friday 7th 11.00 am – 5.00 pm Event parking only 

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 or 712342 tgiblackawton@yahoo.co.uk 
Cllr Lorien Joyce, Vice-chair 712187 lorien818@hotmail.com 
Cllr Samantha Lewis-Davis 712520 slewisdavis@yahoo.co.uk 
Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 amallyon1@gmail.com 
Cllr Jack Perry 712459 jack@westdownfarm.plus.com 
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simonbpc@garradelta.com 
Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@fatboydesigns.co.uk 
Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Other contacts  
Police non-urgent reporting 101 
South Hams Cllr Michael Hicks 01548 821129 cllr.hicks@southhams.gov.uk 
South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 
SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 
Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 

07970 971140 
julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 
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Disco in the Dark Event parking only 
Friday 7th, 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm. 
Fitness dancing session in dim lighting. All welcome. 
Fundraiser for Playing Field Association. 
Cooking Club 
Saturday 8th 9.30 am to 12.30 pm, lunch 12.30 – 1.30 pm. 
This is a new event, see details above. 
Booking is essential; please email Helen at helengray8@live.co.uk to book your place.  
Whist and Euchre Drives Event parking only 
Monday 10th at 7.30 pm. 
This is the big Christmas Whist Drive, 2 turkey dinner ingredients, 6 chicken dinner ingredients, 4 ham 
dinner ingredients plus many other prizes to be won. Entry fee £3.50. 
Parish Council Public Meeting 
Tuesday 11th starting at 7.30 pm. 
Public Meeting called by Blackawton Parish Council to discuss the ownership and management of the new 
Business Units which will be built at French Furze. See below for details. 
FoBS Winter Festival Event parking only 
Friday 14th 2.45 - 7.00 pm. 
See above for details. 
Community Choir 
Thursdays at 7.45 pm. This month that's 6th, 13th and 20th. 
Pantomime Rehearsal 
Sundays 3.00 pm – 5.00 pm. This month that’s 2nd, 9th and 16th. 
Yoga Classes 
Tuesdays 4th, 11th and 18th, 09.30 – 11.00 am.  
Thursdays 6th, 13th and 20th, 6.00 – 7.30 pm. 
Please contact Rachel Trevallion on 075825 580518 or email rachel@yogaforbodyandsoul.com, 
website: www.yogaforbodyandsoul.com, Facebook: @yoga4bodyandsoul, for details or drop in at the very 
start of one of the sessions. 

Dates for your diary 
The Blackawton Pantomime returns with performances on 1st and 2nd February, reserve the dates 
in your diary now and book your tickets early for this always popular event to avoid disappointment. 

Autumn Ceilidh 
Thank you to those who attended, from the bar it looked as though everyone was having a good time. 

Village Hall parking 
Sometimes users of the Village Hall (VH) find that there are vehicles already parked in the VH car park 
which can cause congestion. Officially only vehicles belonging to hall users, allotment users or tennis court 
users should be parked in the car park but the VH is a community resource and parking in the village is a 
problem for many people. To try to avoid problems a notice will be displayed in the display cabinet by the 
VH main entrance with a list of events identifying those that need the car park. If you are one of the people 
who habitually or occasionally park in the car park please check the notice and park elsewhere on the 
occasions when the car park is needed for hall users. 

Booking the Village Hall 
The easiest way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the 
internet. There are two easy ways to check availability or make a provisional booking: 
1. Enter http://www.hallmaster.co.uk/ViewRoomDiary.aspx?roomId=81 in the address bar of your 

Internet browser and press ‘Enter’. 
2. Via Facebook (www.facebook.com); search for “Blackawton Village Hall” then click on ‘Book Now’. 
Either method should take you directly to the booking website. Use the ‘Next >>’ and ‘<<Previous’ buttons 
to get to the month required then if the hall is not already booked click the ‘+’ sign on the day you want 
then add the details for your event to create a provisional booking. You will receive an email within a couple 
of days with an invoice and a booking form, provisional bookings only become confirmed bookings after 
the deposit is paid which should be within 2 weeks of the invoice date. The above are the preferred methods 
for booking the hall but if you don't have internet access please phone 712159. 
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Village Hall Furniture 
If there are no bookings that need the VH furniture it can sometimes be borrowed in return for an agreed 
donation and deposit but only by prior arrangement. A member of the committee should be present 
both when the furniture is taken and returned. Donation and deposit must be paid before any furniture is 
removed from the hall. A list of who is on the VH committee, along with contact details, is posted on the 
notice board next to the main entrance door. 

 the Wider Community 
Dart Patients’ Group from Anne Harvey 
All patients of Dartmouth Medical Practice (DMP) are automatically part of Dart Patients’ Group. A small 
group of patients, representing Dartmouth, Blackawton, Dittisham, Stoke Fleming and Strete, form the 
Patient Participation Group (PPG); this group is elected every year. John Donaldson and Anne Harvey 
currently represent Blackawton. Every few years a patient survey is produced, circulated and the results 
collated. The PPG and DMP use these results to improve and optimise their services. These changes and 
improvements are monitored regularly by the PPG. 
We are issuing a new patient survey, which can be taken during the month of December, and ask you to 
complete it so that we can know what your views are. Staff, doctors and nurses at the Dartmouth Surgery 
find this patient feedback invaluable. They are keen to get a picture of patients’ views and experiences, 
good and bad. They need to know what works for people and what doesn’t. Copies of the survey will be 
available in the Community Shop and can be returned there on completion. In January the data will be 
entered manually into the computer by PPG volunteers. However, if you use a computer it is easy to 
complete your survey online. We ask you to use this method if you can to reduce the amount of manual 
data entry. Whichever method you choose, please complete the survey and in particular the section which 
asks for your comments. Full details of how you can complete the survey can be found on the Dart Patients’ 
website: www.dartpatients.co.uk. 
A number of services provided by DMP are also available online using Patient Access. These include 
making appointments to see a GP and ordering repeat prescriptions. To use this, you need to register. You 
can either visit the surgery to pick up a paper copy of the application form or you can download a form 
from the Practice’s website: www.dartmedical.co.uk. However, in either case you will need to bring a valid 
form of identity displaying your photograph (e.g. passport, driving licence) into DMP as you will be getting 
access to possibly sensitive information. There is, unfortunately, no way round the need for photographic 
evidence to be produced. Registration details will be given to you there and then so you can go home and 
use the system straight away. 
Further information about the practice can be found onwww.dartmedical.co.uk The practice also has a 
Facebook page. 

Dartmouth Together from Nick Hindmarsh 
The date for the next meeting with local organisations, clubs and voluntary groups, drawn from Dartmouth 
and the surrounding villages will be Wednesday 5th December at 6.00 pm. Please promote this with 
any groups with whom you have contact – we want as many groups as possible involved. 
For more information please email me at Nick.Hindmarsh@dartmouthcaring.co.uk. 

Stoke Fleming Charitable Ladies from Sue Tweed 
We are keen to recruit new members from Stoke Fleming and the surrounding areas to join our friendly 
group. Stoke Fleming Charitable Ladies meet at 2.30 pm on the 1st Wednesday of each month (except 
August and December) to organise local fundraising events and to socialise. Three fundraising events each 
year are held in Stoke Fleming Village Hall – Spring, Summer and Christmas – with the charity or cause 
to support being decided by members prior to each event. 
Since forming in June 2016, we have raised £2,000 to help a number of charities and causes, including 
Children’s Hospice South West, Rowcroft Hospice, Dartmouth Caring, the Devon Air Ambulance night 
landing site in Stoke Fleming and Stoke Fleming Primary School. 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd January at 2.30 pm in Stoke Fleming Village Hall. Contact 
Sue Tweed (Secretary) on 770730 or tweed833@btinternet.com for more information, or just come and 
join us at the meeting. 
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from the Editor 
Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be dropped off at the Community Shop, the George Inn or at 1 The Cross, Park 
Lane. The deadline for contributions to the January 2019 edition is Friday 21st December. 
The Beacon is printed by volunteers using the printer in the church. We need to pay for the paper and 
printing costs, and make a contribution towards replacing the printer when it wears out. Some of this cost 
is covered by our advertisements, but we need more. Please donate if you can. Put Beacon on the 
outside of the envelope and drop it off at the Shop, or the George Inn, or the church's donation box beside 
the visitors book. Please note that cheques must be payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you. 

Andrew Morrow 

Advertisements 

 

 

Did you know… 
South Hams District Council 

fund a loan scheme for homeowners, for essential home repairs and improvements?  
For more information, visit www.wrcic.org.uk or call 01823 461099, 

or email enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 
Your local, not for profit lender working in partnership with South Hams District Council  

Wessex Resolutions CIC 
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU 

We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 
‐ Domestic Electrical  ‐ Solar PV Installations 
‐ Commercial & Agricultural Electrical  ‐ Solar PV Monitoring 
‐ Testing & Inspections  ‐ Solar PV Servicing 
‐ Home Automation  ‐ Solar Panel Cleaning 
‐ Fire & Security  ‐ Solar iBoost Installation 
‐ EV Charging  ‐ Solar Battery Storage 
‐ Electrical Heating 
‐ LED Lighting 

01548 550909  ‐  info@danielknightelectrical.com  ‐  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com
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Yoga for Body and Soul 
with Rachel

Tuesdays 9.30 – 11.00 am 
 Blackawton Village Hall 
Wednesdays 9.30 – 11.00 am 
 Harbour House, 

Kingsbridge 
 12.00 – 1.30 pm 
 The Flavel, Dartmouth 
Thursdays 6.00 – 7.30 pm 
 please note earlier time 
 Blackawton Village Hall 

First group class half price! 
then £11 drop in or 4 for £36 
De-stress, de-tox and feel good! 

Private sessions and massage also 
available by appointment 

To book please ring 07825 580518 or 
email rachel@yogaforbodyandsoul.com 

www.yogaforbodyandsoul.com 
Facebook: @yoga4bodyandsoul 

Welcome to 

Happy Days 
Cleaning Services 
with over 40 years cleaning 

experience we do all aspects of 
domestic work. 

Our rates are very competitive 
and negotiable. 

If anyone is interested in our services please 
leave a message on 07428 719470 and 
Deb or Alan will return the call as soon as 
possible. 

We pride ourselves on giving
the best attention at all times.

We do the smaller jobs 
and some big ones 

Need some help? Look no further 
Clearing and cleaning gutters and fascias Tree work 
Fencing - new and repairs, wood treatment Garden work 
Shed repairs – roof felting, timber treatment etc. Pressure washing 

Everything considered 
Call Colin 712250 or Alan 712799 

Blackawton Blooms 
Natural sustainable Christmas wreaths and uniquely beautiful pots of bulbs 

It’s time to order your bespoke Christmas wreaths from Blackawton Blooms. Chose from our 
sumptuous traditional green wreaths; our rustic hedgerow wreaths with dried flowers; or our colourful 
rattan and dried fruit wreaths. All are available with or without lights, each one is unique and 
made to order. 

We also have a brand new range of ceramic or zinc pots of bulbs: 
chose from hyacinths, iris or indoor narcissus. 

Order by calling 712407, text or call 07951 296494 or email info@blackawtonblooms.co.uk 

Festive cheer to you all and we look forward to hearing from you 
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Stanborough Farm 
Halwell, Totnes, TQ9 7JQ 

CHRISTMAS POULTRY 
TURKEYS – GEESE – DUCKS – CHICKENS 

Local fresh tasty oven-ready farm-reared birds 
Enjoy the experience of collecting your bird  

direct from the farm this Christmas 

ORDERS BEING TAKEN NOW 
Tel the farm on 01548 821306 
stanboroughfarm@hotmail.com 

www.stanboroughchristmaspoultry.com 

 

Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 
Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 
www.knowletreeservices.co.uk
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Parish Diary 
December 2018 
Saturday 1st 8.00 pm NearTa Theatre present Christmas Time Village Hall 

Sunday 2nd 3.00 pm Pantomime rehearsal Village Hall 

 6.30 pm Advent Carol Service Church 

Tuesday 4th 9.30 am Yoga class Village Hall 

 9.50 am West Dart Bus to Totnes  

 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall 

Thursday 6th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 8.15 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 7th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

 5.00 pm Dance in the Dark Disco Village Hall 

Saturday 8th 9.30 am Cooking Club Village Hall 

Sunday 9th 3.00 pm Pantomime rehearsal Village Hall 

Monday 10th 7.30 pm Whist and Euchre Village Hall 

Tuesday 11th 9.30 am Yoga class Village Hall 

 12.00 am Linden Homes Christmas community event French Furze 

 7.30 pm Public Meeting about Business Units Village Hall 

Thursday 13th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 8.15 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 14th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

 2.45 pm FOBS Winter Festival Village Hall 

Saturday 15th 10.00 am Coffee morning and children’s craft activities Church 

Sunday 16th 3.00 pm Pantomime rehearsal Village Hall 

Tuesday 18th 9.30 am Yoga class Village Hall 

 9.50 am West Dart Bus to Totnes  

 11.55 am Mobile Library War memorial 

Wednesday 19th 9.50 am West Dart Bus to Newton Abbot – ring 712375 or 07776 432309 to book 

 7.30 pm Christmas Carol Service Church 

Thursday 20th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 8.15 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 21st 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

 7.00 pm Community Choir: Carols at the Lych-gate Lych-gate 

  Beacon deadline for the December edition  

Sunday 23rd 10.00 am Unrehearsed Nativity Play Church 

Friday 28th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

January 2019 
Sunday 6th 5.30 pm Christingle Service Church 

 


