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  from Steve Thomas

The 36th Blackawton International Festival of Wormcharming is taking place on 

       
Sunday 1st May! 

       

Come and join in the fun – no experience necessary. Just register your team of three (a Charmerer, a 
Pickerer and a Counterer) at Worm HQ (near the George Inn) before the midday deadline. There are 
separate categories for under 11’s and adults. At just £5 per team it really is the most fun you can have 
on your knees in a field. 

Whether you’re entering a team or simply spectating, we encourage you to participate in fancy dress. 
There are awards for both the best dressed team and individual. The theme this year is “No theme!” 
So tog up in the best clobber you have – whatever you feel is fitting to celebrate the first event in three 
years – the more outrageous the better.  

Come laden with your potions, contraptions and sense of adventure. But beware – the International 
Judges will ask you to sample any “magic” concoctions you’re planning to pour onto your 1 yard x 1 
metre Wormcharming plot! 

The competition officials – Worm Master, International Judges, Official Cheat, Junior Cheats, Old 
Father Worm and (hopefully) a rare appearance by Old Mother Worm too – will be on hand to ensure 
that things run in their usual (dis)orderly manner and will lead the customary “toast to the worm”. 

Then join the samba procession and head off to the secret field to charm the worms out of the 
ground. Use whatever means you like but remember – no digging, forking or harmful potions. After 
five minutes "Worming Up" and fifteen minutes of actual Wormcharming, it’s time to count the worms. 
Can you beat our current record (set in 1986) of 149 worms?  

Other highlights of our unique, eccentric village day include a music/beer festival and zany charity 
auction at the George Inn, the WI cafe and cake sale in the village hall, a fun dog show, sundry 
stalls and much more including – for the first time ever – a remote controlled model car racing 
circuit in the village hall and a pedal-powered sound system in the secret field. 

Profits will be donated to Devon Air Ambulance and other local good causes. 

For more info, visit www.wormcharming.co.uk. 

                                 

 from Claudia Benzies 

 

Bellringers and potential bell ringers urgently wanted 
and needed to continue this great tradition.  

Many churches have lost their campanologists and some have even gone ‘electric’. Here in Blackawton 
we want to keep ringing. Anyone from 12 years old can learn and there is no upper age limit. 

For more information please call Clive Dayment 07970 919666 or Alan Mallyon 07771 517184 or 
Angela Eighteen 07788 999293. 

             

You will be very welcome 

Go on, give us a ring . . .             
 



Blackawton Beacon April 2022 page 2 of 16 

 

 

 from Diana Bardell 

 

Sunday 1st May at 7.00 pm 

The George Inn  
In 2019 we raised over £2600 for the Devon Air Ambulance and other local charities. This year we 
are hoping – with so much support from local businesses, and from you on the night – to do even better. 

The Auction will be presided over by our Celebrity Auctioneer (aka Ash). 

Over 30 exciting lots (with more to come) have been pledged so far, including: 

• Three course meal (including a bottle of wine) at The George Inn 

• A case of Hattiers Rum 

• Sunday Carvery for 2 at The Sportsman’s Arms 

• The old sign from The Normandy Pub, now restored 

• Planted seasonal container from Gardentime 

• The old sign from The Normandy Pub, now restored 

• A private two hour sunset cruise in Start Bay on the Falcon II for up to 10 people 

• Authenticated Meerkat Vassily Toy with certificate 

• Day pass for 2 at The Dartmouth Spa 

• Return taxi to Dartmouth by Green Compass (ideal for 4 people having dinner out) 

• A three hour house clean by local dream team 

• One of the original BLACKAWTON road signs  

• 4 ball on 18 hole course at Bigbury Golf Course 

• A selection of new and second hand books from a renowned book reviewer 

• Family Day at Woodlands 

• A beautiful oriental 6 pc China tea service in pristine condition 

• One hour Wine tasting for 4 for at Michael Sutton’s wine cellar 

• High value gift voucher from LoveFrankie of Totnes 

• Large ceramic hand made platter to celebrate wormcharming 

• Gold lead Worm Poo brooch (needs to be seen to be believed) 

• and of course, The Eternal Buddhas and 

• The Everlasting tin of Spam (which raised £130 in 2019 - beat that!!) 

More lots are still coming in. Look out for posters in the village to reveal all the lots. 

Everything will be available to view from 6.00 pm at The George. 

If you are unable to be there on the night (which is huge fun) you can email me to leave a bid before 
the event: dianavbardell@gmail.com. 

Look forward to seeing you there! 

                                 

 from Steve Thomas 

Is it a Tardis, swap shop, shrine to Wormcharming, museum, library, disco, bookable 
pop-up space, a place for planters and bees, or something completely different? 

Is it a great project to commemorate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee? 

Right now, it’s Blackawton’s abandoned and unloved phone box (situated alongside the 
War Memorial) ... but it could be any of the above! 

The Parish Council, which owns it, is looking for people who want to refurbish the phone 
box and make it whole once again. And it is seeking ideas, and people who want to 
transform the phone box into a cherished community asset. 

Interested? Contact Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com.  
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Date Time Service 

Saturday 2nd April 3.00 pm Memorial Service for Michael Toms 

Sunday 3rd April 9.30 am Holy Communion (by extension) 

Sunday 10th April 
Palm Sunday 

9.30 am Morning Worship 

Monday 11th April 

Tuesday 12th April 

Wednesday 13th April 

7.00 pm Night Prayer for Holy Week 

Thursday 14th April 

Maundy Thursday 

7.00 pm Holy Communion & Watch 

Friday 15th April 
Good Friday 

12.00 noon “The Last Three Hours” 
at St Peter’s, Stoke Fleming 

Sunday 17th April 

Easter Day 

7.30 am 

9.30 am 

Vigil & Service of Light followed by breakfast 

Holy Communion 

Sunday 24th April 9.30 am Morning Worship 

The church will be decorated for Easter on Holy Saturday, 16th April starting at 10.00 am. 

The services above are correct at time of going to press. Please see weekly pew sheet, gate notices or “A 
Church Near You” website for the latest information. We will also email any changes or additions to our 
mailing list – if you’re not on our mailing list and would like to be, please send an email saying “subscribe” 
with “Blackawton Church News” as the subject to chris.janman@gmail.com. 

Tuesday 8th March Funeral of Marjorie Buckpitt 

 

The annual meetings will be held on Wednesday 27th April at 7.30 pm. The Annual Meeting of 

Parishioners elects the Churchwardens (anyone on either the Civil or Church Electoral Roll can vote at 

this meeting). The Annual Parochial Church Meeting elects the Parochial Church Council (only those 

on the Church Electoral Roll can vote at this meeting). 

 from Rev'd Alison Shaw

I came across this the other day, attributed to S.C.Lourie, and it made me reflect not just on my own life, 
but the heart-wrenching scenes coming from Ukraine, of families being separated , and as we already 
know, many separated permanently, by death. 

There will be a service, conducted by Rev Alison Shaw, to 

on Saturday 2nd April at 3.00 pm 

in Blackawton Parish Church. 

The family would like to invite friends from the village who knew him. 
If you would like any other information please ring Trudy Rothwell on 770322. 
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I think we really need to talk to each other like we’re not always going to be around. And take 
that extra moment to hug and look into each other’s eyes when we say goodbye. And say I 
love you as many times as we feel it. And make more time to see each other and be kind to 
each other; let go of the hang ups and the differences because in the end, none of that stuff 
matters. Really, none of it ever did. 

Something crucially important on which to reflect, and if you pray, please pray for Ukraine, the damaged, 
the dispossessed, the dead – and pray for peace. 

Vicar Rev'd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Frank Robinson 712249 

Churchwardens Kate Janman 712362  Lyn Robinson 712249 

 Chris Janman 712362    

 from Sandra Tope

Thanks to some isolating due to Covid, a smaller group of members met for our March meeting in the 
Village Hall. Our speaker was the entertaining Nathalie Andrews, a bespoke dress designer. With a few 
examples of her work she explained what she does, and told several amusing anecdotes. Members were 
then given the chance to try on and model some of the scarves she had brought with her, to show how an 
outfit can be lifted with the addition of a pretty scarf. After tea, we held the business part of the meeting. 
Thanks were given to all who helped, donated and bought at the Jumble Sale. It was a pretty manic day, 
with huge amounts of jumble being donated, but we raised the fantastic sum of £550, with more still to 
come! Outings are planned to Castle Drogo and Lukesland Gardens. The walking group had a very windy 
walk to Start Point Lighthouse. The next walk planned is from Slapton Line car park to Torcross and back 
again, with lunch in between. The competition for a homemade scarf and the Bloom of the Month were 
both won by Sue Taylor, well done Sue! 

 We were sad to say goodbye to one of our longest standing members, Gilly Pritchard-Smith, who is moving 
nearer to her family this month. She has been a stalwart of Blackawton WI for over 25 years, a popular and 
ever-helpful member. We presented her with a card and had cake in her honour! Good luck Gilly x. 

We have been asked to run the cafe for the Wormcharming in the Village Hall. We will start with coffee, 
then hot soup for lunch, and then tea and cake later in the day. Cake will also be available to buy. So please 
remember to come and see us in the hall, for lots of homemade fare!  

Our next meeting is April 20th in the Village Hall at 2.30 pm. Our speaker is Rosemary Griggs, who dresses 
up as a Tudor lady and talks on Tudor Times. She comes highly recommended from other local WIs, so it 
should be an entertaining afternoon. As always, everyone is welcome, young or old, old members or new.  

 

 from Laura Perry 

A Big Thank You! 
On 3rd March Richard Dayment promised a fascinating insight to practical sustainable local farming 
practice and he didn't disappoint! The event was well attended and Sustainable Blackawton would like to 
say a big thank you for his time, effort and willingness to share his wealth of knowledge and understanding 
on the topic. Richard spent time explaining how he is developing his local farming practice to become more 
eco-conscious and sustainable for the future. Many of us have seen the changes Richard has made over the 
past year or so in the fields south of the village and this was a great opportunity to ask questions and learn 
about what he is doing and why. Once again we thank Richard for his insight into life on the farm! 

 If there is a sustainable topic you are knowledgeable about and wish to share with the group 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. Contact robin@blackawtoncommunity.com, we would love to 
hear from you! 

We are certainly more than Jam and Jerusalem, and are always busy with outings and clubs. It is a great 
way to make new friends and catch up with old ones, so why not come along and give us a try, we 
promise to make you welcome! 

For more information please call Christine on 712271 or Sandra on 712622. 
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Community composting scheme survey 
Are you interested in community composting of garden waste? Please provide feedback on the 
need/viability of a community composting scheme in Blackawton by answering Y/N to the following 
questions. Leave your answers in the community shop or email to ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com. 

1)  Do you find the SHDC brown bin (when in operation) inadequate for your garden waste? 

2)  Would you use a village facility where you could take garden waste on a Sunday, eg. 10.00 – 13.00? 

3)  If finished compost was free to members of a scheme would you subscribe for £12 annually? 

4)  Might you volunteer occasionally to manage reception of garden waste on a Sunday, 10.00 – 13.00? 

In addition, if you have any ideas or suggestions that might help with this initiative please add these to the 
survey feedback. Thank you. 

How clean is your river? 
It has been brought to the attention of Sustainable Blackawton that in 2020 the Blackawton sewage plant 
spilled untreated sewage into a tributary of the Gara 118 times for a total of 1452 hours – this amounts to 
over 2 months worth of spillage over the course of the year. The tributary meets the Gara at Millcombe. 
The Gara then flows through Forder and Hansel, emerging at the north end of Slapton Ley nature reserve. 

Unfortunately funding for the Environment Agency has been slashed in recent years and although South 
West Water is obliged to make this information available there seems to be no effective regulation or 
accountability. In the absence of any effective regulatory body it is down to us locals to try and make a 
difference in any way possible. Please write to your MP Anthony Mangnall if you feel strongly about this 
as he has already expressed his concern by signing The Sewage Bill Jan 2022. Getting lots of letters from 
his fellow villagers will support the position he has taken: anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk. If 
anyone has any other thoughts/ideas as to how we can start to address this local river pollution please 
contact Sustainable Blackawton via lauranperry@gmail.com. 

The white spot moth project 
This project has become a focus for the Habitat Group, part of Sustainable Dittisham. Sarah Gillespie, who 
lives in Blackawton, and whose gorgeous mezzotints of moths are attracting increasing acclaim, brought 
the plight of the White Spot Moth to our attention. This moth was once common but due to its dependence 
on one plant, Nottingham catchfly, which has become increasingly rare in Devon, is now almost extinct. 
Many in the Habitat Group are now starting to sow seed and/or plugs of Nottingham catchfly in the hope 
that we might bring this moth back from the brink of extinction. The seed and plugs are not expensive and 
available online: www.wildflowers.uk/nottingham-catchfly-c6x18408909. 

 If you would like to join us in this venture please let Sarah know so she can keep a record; tell her whether 
you've sown seed or planted plugs, a postcode or OS grid reference, a brief description of the location and 
date: studio@sarahgillespie.co.uk. This is just so we can track any progress we make. 

Water vole reintroduction 
There have been sightings of otter and polecat in the River Gara but one mammal notable by its absence is 
the water vole. Known as 'Ratty' in the Wind in the Willows – but not in fact a rat – the water vole used to 
be very common in Devon and nationwide but now its numbers have declined by almost 90% and it is 
classified as endangered. As a keystone species water voles create a dynamic habitat that supports 
numerous other species and are crucial in maintaining thriving wetland ecosystems along riverbanks.  

However all is not lost, as a group of locals are working together with those living near the Gara to 
reintroduce the water vole in the near future. If you would like to know more please contact Sue Hadow 
(suehadow@gmail.com) or Victoria Benns (victoria@wildaboutnature.uk). 

Help us to reduce Blackawton’s carbon emissions 
10 Top Tips for reducing our carbon footprint. Just one small change is a step in the right direction 
and any reduction in the dependence on oil (especially from dubious foreign sources) must surely be a 
good thing! 

1)  Remember the 'Big 5'. Reduce, reuse and recycle plus refuse and rot! Refusing to purchase additional 
products or items that are single-use or carbon-heavy means you are using your purchases to vote against 
practices that are harmful to the environment. If you need something, have you looked at whether you can 
get it second-hand? This prevents another product from being made and adding to the carbon emitted. 
Rot: providing goodness back into the soil and helping build up soil health (which captures carbon). 

2)  Eat with the seasons. 

4)  Source Organic. 

3)  Buy less but better meat. 

5)  Energy-saving in the house. 

mailto:suehadow@gmail.com
mailto:victoria@wildaboutnature.uk
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#5rs
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#seasons
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#sourceorganic
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#meat
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#energysaving
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6)  Renewable Energy. 

8)  Sustainable Fashion. 

7)  Carbon-clever travelling. 

9)  Zero-Waste. 

10)  Understand your personal footprint. 

This list is taken from www.soilassociation.org where you can find more information on these topics. 

 from Dan Bickford-Beers 

An Open Day featuring farm machinery on display, industry experts and in-store specials is taking place 
at Martin Pears Engineering Ltd in South Devon. The event is scheduled for Wednesday 27th April 
2022, from 11 am to 6 pm, and will be raising money for The Devon Air Ambulance Trust. 

Louise Pears, Director at Martin Pears Engineering Ltd, said: “Our business has grown significantly since 
opening our Country Store and the Open Day will be a great opportunity to discover everything we offer 
here. Several experts and representatives will be in attendance; there will also be food and refreshments, 
along with in-store specials.” 

Based at Three Corners, just off the A381 near Halwell, Martin Pears Engineering Ltd provide a 
comprehensive offering of new and used farm machinery, compact tractors, quad bikes, utility vehicles 
and trailers, along with servicing, repairs and parts, and an extensive range of supplies. 

More information on the open day can be found at www.mpearsengineering.co.uk. 

 

 
Enjoy a free trip on the West Dart Bus to Dartmouth, Dittisham, Totnes and Newton Abbot. No parking 
hassles, no stress, just sit back, enjoy the ride, great views and relax! 

Timetable for April: 
Friday 1st April Dartmouth via Dittisham 
Friday 15th April Dartmouth via Dittisham 
Wednesday 27th April Totnes and Newton Abbot via Dittisham 
Friday 29th April Dartmouth via Dittisham 

All services leave Blackawton bus stop at 9.30 am. Face coverings are required for travel. Bookings are 
essential, at least 24 hours prior to the service. Please email info@ringandride.net or call 01752 
690444 to book, or for further information. 

We are always looking to recruit more volunteer drivers so we can extend our services. 

The West Dart Bus is available for hire. Call 01752 690444 for more information. 

Your local contact is Claudia Benzies: 07712 210300. 

 from Heidi Baumback-McCoy, Devon Libraries

Ivybridge Mobile Library is now back on the road!  
Customers will be able to come on board the library van, individually or in their household bubbles, to 
choose books and other items. To make sure that there are enough books to go around we will be limiting 
borrowing to 5 items per person for the time being. Face masks to be worn, everyone to use the hand 
sanitiser and observe social distancing rules when using the mobile library. Returned books will be 
quarantined for 72 hours. 

The next visit to Blackawton will be on Tuesday 26th April at 11.55 am. 

 from Scott Wilson

Open Mic Night at The George Inn 

Saturday 2nd April 
Are you a musician, comedian, poet or entertainer?  Would you be interested in sharing your talents 
with our village?  If so, please come down to The George Inn on Saturday 2nd April from 7.00 pm. 

Also, would you like to play your music, solo or in your band, at The George Inn for the 
Wormcharming?  All musical styles welcome.  If so, please get in touch! 

Contact Scott, scottyrocks@hotmail.co.uk, with any queries. 

 

 

https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#renewableenergy
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#sustainablefashion
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#travel
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#zerowaste
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/protect-the-environment/cut-your-carbon-footprint/#calculator
http://www.soilassociation.org/
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 from Helen Gray 

Shop opening times: 
Monday to Friday 8.30 am – 5.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

Telephone number 712157.  Email blackawtonshop@gmail.com 

Thank you to The Bull Inn, Totnes for providing this month’s top raffle prize. The lucky winner of the 
three course meal for two with a bottle of wine is Bart Cooper. Congratulations Bart! 

The raffle has raised £88 for Blackawton's Playing Fields Committee to help pay for essential equipment 
including a leaf blower and hedge trimmer. Thank you to everyone that took part. Look out for our next 
raffle, tickets will go on sale soon. If you would like to donate a prize please contact Helen at the shop. 

Choza Tempranillo Rioja Spain 2020 £6.75 
The backbone of some of the best Spanish wines, Tempranillo is a red grape variety 
grown throughout Spain. It has mild tannins and is fairly dry.  Excellent with Devon 
spring lamb for Easter. 

 from Laura Howell 

April events at the Village Hall  
Blackawton Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 5th at 7.30 pm. 

DYFC Charity Easter Bingo Tuesday 19th at 6.00 pm. 

Blackawton WI Wednesday 20th at 2.30 pm. 

International Festival of Wormcharming Cafe Sunday 1st May. 

Weekly classes 
Hatha Yoga Class with Hannah Roberts (07951 079608) 
Tuesday 5th and 26th, 6.00 - 7.00 pm. t.b.c. 
Wednesday 6th and 27th, 9.00 - 10.15 am. 

Keep Fit Class with Antonia Bastin (tonibastin@live.co.uk or 07943 966988) 
Wednesday 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th, 6.00 - 7.00 pm. 

DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry (info@flaviacacace.com) 
Thursday 7th, 21st and 28th. 6.00 - 6.50 pm. 
Saturday 9th, 23rd and 30th, 9.00 - 10.00 am. 

Dance With Flavia (info@flaviacacace.com) 
Thursday 7th, 21st and 28th, 7.00 - 8.00 pm. 

Booking the Village Hall  
The best way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the page on 
the community website www.blackawtoncommunity.com. Click COMMUNITY on the menu then 
BLACKAWTON VILLAGE HALL. Scroll down to see the calendar and navigate to the month required.   

 If you don't have internet access, please phone 07968 314653.  

You will receive an email within a few days with a Hire Agreement and Invoice. Hire charges, Conditions 
of Hire and all other information you need can be viewed on the village hall page of the community website. 

Village Hall furniture, glasses, crockery and cutlery hire: details of what is available are on the hall 
website. Requests should be made to villagehall@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
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 from Simon Rake 

By the time you read this, you will probably have received your Council Tax bill for the year from April 
2022 to March 2023. This is a portmanteau tax that covers household contributions to Parish, District and 
County Councils, the Police and Crime Commissioner and the Fire and Rescue Authority. Some of these 
bodies also receive support from central government. 

In Blackawton, the charges range from £1,412.05 for properties in Band A to £4,236.18 for those in Band 
H. The Parish Council gets a small share of this – around £42 for a Band D property – in the form of the 
Parish precept. Over the past few years, we have held the precept at roughly the same level; unlike other 
levels of local government, we are well-funded and have built up adequate reserves. 

Things appear to be less rosy at the District and County levels. After decades of funding shortfalls, 
increasing burdens of responsibility and generally being treated as a whipping boy by successive 
governments, local government is in a pretty parlous state. Services have progressively been cut back, or 
eliminated altogether, and those that remain plead underfunding for their shortcomings. This is not helped 
by a jumbled allocation of responsibilities between District and County Councils, perhaps best illustrated 
by the fact that a piece of litter on the roadway is the responsibility of the District, but if it’s on the pavement 
it becomes the County’s problem. Of course, the cynics amongst us might say that they get round this 
confusion by neither of them picking up the litter – but I couldn’t possibly comment. 

One of the advantages that the Parish Council has over our bigger colleagues is the direct help, support 
and input we receive from our parishioners. Case in point: the recent renovation of the cemetery gates by 
Pete Glazier. The gates now look as good as (possibly even better than) new, and will grace the main 
entrance to the cemetery for many years to come. Many thanks Pete. 

Another example is that Chris Oughton has joined the Council as a co-opted councillor; welcome Chris. 

As far as input is concerned, we are finally holding our Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 17 May, at 
7.30 pm in the Village Hall. This is your chance to come along, find out what the Parish Council has been 
up to and raise any points or ask any questions you may have – a chance for you to get your forty-two 
quid’s worth. I hope to see you there. 

from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk

Notes of a meeting of Blackawton Parish Council held on Tuesday 1 March 2022 at 7.30 pm in Blackawton 
Village Hall. 

Present: Councillors Rake (Chair), Mewes (Vice-Chair), Mallyon, Oughton, and Thomas were present as 
were South Hams District Councillor Reeve, Devon County Councillor Brazil for his report, A Thom 
(Clerk), and one member of the public for the Open Forum. 

Open Forum  
a. Sewage overflow into the Gara. A member of the public reported that sewage overflowed 118 times last 

year. The river flows directly into Slapton Ley. 

b.  Water Vole reintroduction. The member of the public reported that Sustainable Blackawton is working 
on a project to reintroduce water voles into the Gara. They are a keystone species and provide 
biodiversity. Populations have decreased by 90% since the 1950s. Possible sites are being investigated.  

Co-option of a Parish Councillor   
It was resolved to co-opt Chris Oughton to fill the vacancy for a Parish Councillor. 

Report from South Hams District Council Councillor 
It is likely brown bin collections will start again at the end of March or beginning of April.  

Councillor Reeve was contacted by residents regarding the temporary closure of Main Street. There was 
no notice given and no road closure sign placed at Forces Cross. Devon County Councillor Brazil will follow 
this matter up. 

The Climate Change Fund is under-subscribed by projects and has been extended. Please provide input 
into the current consultation about the climate change components of the Joint Local Plan. 

SHDC has a pilot scheme providing a deposit buy a home. 

Report from Devon County Council Councillor 
Devon County Councillor Brazil reported that DCC has increased its portion of Council Tax by 2% and by 
1% for Adult Social Care. 
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A DCC Highways Officer has responded that DCC’s speed limit policy does not support extending the 
village speed limit to beyond the entrance to French Furze. Councillor Brazil will ask the Highways Officer 
about the application of a 20 mph speed limit within French Furze. 

Regarding the proposal to consult residents about the removal or reduction of street lighting in the village, 
a DCC Officer has replied that at present there is no DCC policy and they will need to prepare a formal 
policy before this can be progressed.  

Support of refugees from Ukraine is a DCC matter. 

Designation of 20 mph speed limit for Blackawton Village 
It was resolved to apply to DCC for a 20 mph limit in the village, including French Furze and to the entrance 
to French Furze on the road between Trench Furze corner and Forces Cross. This application will start the 
process. If it progresses there will be a public consultation. 

Street Lighting 
The response from DCC about the possibility of removing or reducing street lighting in the village is noted 
above. BPC’s public consultation is therefore deferred pending DCC’s Policy. 

Declarations of Interest in agenda items 
It was resolved to grant Councillors Rake and Thomas dispensations until 25 May 2023 to speak and vote 
on matters relating to the Blackawton Business Units CIC, of which they are the founding Directors. 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
BPC welcomes residents’ ideas to celebrate the Jubilee. The renovation of the phone kiosk may be a suitable 
project. 

Planning Issues 
SHDC Planning Decisions 
The decisions were noted as follows: 
2976/21/FUL Land at Greenslade House Greenslade Road Blackawton TQ9 7BP. Erection of new 

detached dwelling house including landscaping works. Conditional approval.  

4625/21/NMM Proposed Development At SX 8074 5071 Blackawton. Non Material Minor amendment to 
planning consent 1972/17/FUL for reduction to front wall, minor window position 
amendments and new internal layout. Conditional approval. 

Review of New Applications  
0322/22/HHO Higher Hutcherleigh Blackawton Totnes TQ9 7AD. Householder application for extension 

to dwelling. Support. 

0227/22/PDM Barn at Dallacombe Farm, Blackawton, Totnes, TQ9 7AH. Application to determine if 
prior approval is required for a proposed change of use of agricultural building to 1 No. 
dwellinghouse (Class C3) and associated operational development (Class Q (a +b)). For 
information only. 

Consultations 

• Dartmouth Neighbourhood Plan, Regulation 15 Consultation, Closes 8 April. No comment made by 
BPC. 

• Lawyers in Local Government (LLG) and Association of Democratic Services (ADSO) Petition. It was 
resolved to write to support the petition to change the law to allow remote and hybrid meetings.  

• SHDC Homelessness Strategy Consultation, Closes 23 March. No comment made by BPC. 

• Invitation Cabinet Office & UK Health Security Agency - Living with COVID-19, 2/3/22, 11:00. 

French Furze Project 
It was resolved to authorise expenditure of £1,500 each to obtain legal advice regarding the community 
facilities and regarding the Blackawton Business Units. This is to enable a response at short notice if 
necessary. 

French Furze Business Units 
The visit with SHDC on 7 February to assess the business units in preparation for handover was noted. 
SHDC has sent the post-visit correspondence to Vistry. 

Phone Kiosk project 
It was agreed to commence the promotion of the project to renovate and use the phone kiosk. Ideas are 
welcomed.  

Finance 
Update on Current Financial Position. The Report showed a total balance of £55,648.98 and unearmarked 
reserves of £11,847.53. 
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Payments & Receipts. The payment of the Clerk Expenses Reimbursement CE30, £17.86, was authorised. 
The following receipt was noted: Resident, Interment, £125.00. 

The Clerk’s claim of eight hours overtime was authorised. 

Encouraging our Councils to stop investing in fossil fuels 
It was resolved to write to DCC and to SHDC as circulated.  

Purchase of a Parish Council Computer 
It was resolved to authorise expenditure of approximately £550 to purchase a computer. 

Hire of the Village Hall 
It was resolved to accept the revised Conditions of Hire and to approve payment of the £50 security deposit. 

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council  
It was confirmed that the AMPC will take place at the start of the monthly meeting on 10 May. 

Annual Parish Meeting  
17 May 2022 was set to hold the Annual Parish Meeting. The deferred speakers on fraud protection and 
energy efficiency will be re-invited. 

Performance Appraisal and 21/22 Pay Increase 
It was confirmed that the 1.75% 21/22 Award increase will be applied from 1 April 2021. Time constraint 
is an issue, however it was agreed that standard hours of work will not be increased at present. The 
objectives identified in the review include: to review BPC’s Policies and Procedures and compliance with 
Data Retention & Disposal Policy, to consider transfer to a ‘paperless office’ and to Accounting and 
Cemetery software, and to work to ensure BPC’s systems provide an efficient, friendly and transparent 
service to the community. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 5th April 2022 at 7.30 pm. It is currently 
planned to meet in the Village Hall and that rapid COVID-19 tests will be done. You are most welcome to 
join the meeting and to raise any issues which may be of concern to you. 

 

There are Report It buttons on www.blackawtoncommunity.com to report problems to DCC (eg. highway 
issues such as potholes and flooding) and SHDC (eg. planning enforcement, missed waste collection, fly 
tipping, and abandoned vehicles). 

 

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 ruth@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Sol Curry 07941 103308 sol@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 alan@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Robin Mewes, Vice-chair 07733 097551 robin@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Chris Oughton 302 487 chriso@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Parish Lengthsman, Mike Pearey 732628 

Other contacts  

Police non-urgent reporting 101 dartmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

or online at www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/your-area/teams/Dartmouth/Contact 

South Hams Cllr Helen Reeve 01548 821306 Cllr.Helen.Reeve@southhams.gov.uk 

South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 

SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 

 

Henry Richards' Dog Walking Service 
Tel: 07562 321233 or enquire at The Old Shop, 

Ruby House for rates and times. 
Blackawton village only 

(free for short-term unplanned emergency needs)  
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 from John Light 

Where friendliness matters above all else 
Our programme for April is as follows: 

April 13th Lunch John Polley Driving under London 

April 27th Coffee Mike Rendell Crusoe, Castaways & Shipwrecks 

Why not be our guest? Our Club is keen to attract new members. Come and join us and receive a warm 
welcome from our members. 

For more information please contact John Light on 834861 or email johnlight1@gmail.com. Or you 
can visit our website at www.stokeflemingprobus.wixsite.com/stokeflemingprobus. 

Please send your Beacon contributions by email to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be dropped off at the Community Shop or at 1 The Cross, Park Lane. The 
deadline for the May edition is Friday 22nd April. 

If you would like to make a donation, please put Beacon on the outside of the envelope and drop it off at 
the Shop, or put it in the Church's donation box beside the visitors book. Please note that cheques must be 
payable to Blackawton Parish Church. Thank you. 

Andrew Morrow 

 

 from Sue Tweed 

There will be an Easter Fair raising funds for Children’s Hospice South West on 

Saturday 2nd April, 10 am to 3 pm 

at The Old Market in Dartmouth 
Lots of lovely gifts, cakes, crafts, cards, jewellery and much more, including balloon sculpturing and 
also the children's Dashing Devon Dukes playing their ukuleles for us. Prizes will be awarded for 
the best decorated Easter Hats. Stalls available £20. 

All proceeds from this event will help CHSW to continue to provide essential specialist care and 
support for over 500 families with life-limited children in the South West. 

Contact Sue Tweed, 770730 or tweed833@btinternet.com. 
 

 

Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 

Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 

www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 
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Call Rachel 07840 704567 for a chat

 

We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 

 

- Domestic Electrical - Solar PV Installations 
- Commercial & Agricultural Electrical - Solar PV Monitoring 
- Testing & Inspections - Solar PV Servicing 
- Home Automation - Solar Panel Cleaning 
- Fire & Security - Solar iBoost Installation 
- EV Charging - Solar Battery Storage 
- Electrical Heating 
- LED Lighting 

01548 550909  -  info@danielknightelectrical.com  -  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com 

 

Mason Accountancy 
Small Business Accountants 

 

Mason Accountancy specialises in providing personal accounting services to individuals, sole traders, 
partnerships and small local businesses.  We can take care of all your tax and statutory reporting 
obligations, so that you have time to concentrate on your business. 

Friendly & Professional Accounting 

Get in touch at: anne-marie@masonaccountancy.com 
07733 334797, www.masonaccountancy.com 
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Dream Thyme Herbal 
Herbal skincare and remedies, 

handmade by Tania in Blackawton 

Using locally-picked plants 

including nettles, rosehips, 

marshmallow and more 

Palm oil and nasty free 

Visit me on my market stall at Dartmouth 
Saturday and Totnes Friday markets 

Herbal educator at Dartington College 

Email dreamthymeherbal@gmail.com 
for enquiries or a product list 

 
Green Compass 

private hire 

ECO-CAB 
100% electric 

call Laura 07488 567705 

South Hams's first fully electric 
private hire company 
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Your friendly local Wine Merchant 

Buy online or visit our shop 
in Blackpool Valley 

Wines from £7.75 and many under £10 
Free local delivery or pre-order and collect. 

Visit our website, send an email 
or call 01803 770737 

#supportlocal - go on 
give our wines a try! 

Jonathan & Suzie Sutton 

www.michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 

wines@michaelsuttonscellar.co.uk 
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Friday 1st 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Saturday 2nd 10.00 am Children’s Hospice South West Easter Fair Old Market, Dartmouth 

 3.00 pm Memorial Service for Michael Toms Church 

 7.00 pm Open Mic Night The George Inn 

Tuesday 5th 6.00 pm Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Blackawton Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

Wednesday 6th 9.00 am Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 7th 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Saturday 9th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

Wednesday 13th 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Friday 15th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Tuesday 19th 6.00 pm DYFC Charity Easter Bingo Village Hall 

Wednesday 20th 2.30 pm Blackawton WI meeting Village Hall 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

Thursday 21st 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Friday 22nd  Deadline for May Beacon  

Saturday 23rd 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

Tuesday 26th 11.55 am Mobile library Bus shelter 

 6.00 pm Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

Wednesday 27th 9.00 am Hatha Yoga Class Village Hall 

 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Totnes and Newton Abbot Bus shelter 

 11.00 am Open Day at Martin Pears Engineering Ltd Three Corners 

 6.00 pm Keep Fit Class Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Church Annual meetings Church 

Thursday 28th 6.00 pm DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

 7.00 pm Dance with Flavia Village Hall 

Friday 29th 9.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth Bus shelter 

Saturday 30th 9.00 am DanceHiiT with Flavia Cacace-Mistry Village Hall 

Sunday 1st 12.00 noon 36th International Festival of Wormcharming  

 7.00 pm Wormcharming Auction The George Inn 

Tuesday 17th 7.30 pm Annual Parish Meeting Village Hall 

                                 


