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Blackawton Beacon 
April 2019 

published jointly by the Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council 

 

Blackawton Wormcharming from Steve Thomas 

Sunday 5th May 2019 
The 35th Blackawton International Festival of 
Wormcharming takes place on Sunday 5th May 2019. 
Last year the event was moved to the end of May. The 
weather was certainly better than in previous years but 
the competition produced just 16 worms! So, in the 
hope of finding more worms, the event returns to the 
early May Bank Holiday weekend. 

To enter, you simply need a team of three – a Charmerer, a Pickerer and a Counterer. There are separate 
categories for under 11’s and adults. At just £5 per team it really is the most fun you can have on your knees 
in a field. So come with your potions, contraptions and sense of adventure – and ensure you register your 
team at Worm HQ (by the George Inn) before the midday deadline.  
Whether you’re entering a team or simply spectating, we encourage your participation in fancy dress 
appropriate to our theme. This year – to commemorate 100 years since the founding of GCHQ and 30 
years since the fall of the Berlin wall – it’s Spies. So don your black coat and hat, dark glasses and weapon 
of choice (or some other guise) and join in. There are awards for the best team and individual fancy dress.  
Other highlights of this eccentric village day include a music and beer festival at the George Inn, a fun 
dog show, a fundraising auction ...  and much more! 
Profits are donated to Devon Air Ambulance and other local good causes. 
For more info, visit www.wormcharming.co.uk. 

See inside for more details! 

 

Climate Emergency 
Talk: Heading for extinction and what to do about it  

Blackawton Village Hall 

Monday 1st April at 7.30 pm 
Entry free, all are welcome 

Tea, Coffee and biscuits 

Extinction Rebellion is a National and International socio-political movement using  
nonviolent resistance in order to avert climate breakdown, halt biodiversity loss, and 
minimise the risk of human extinction and ecological collapse. 
It has rapidly growing support amongst all age groups. 

 from Jan Scott and others 
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St Michael's Church 
Services for April 
Date Time Service 

Sunday 7th April 9.30 am Family Communion 

Wednesday 10th April 7.30 pm Annual Parish and Parochial Church Meeting 

Friday 12th April 2.30 pm Memorial Service for Georgina Nightingale 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday 14th April 

9.30 am Morning Worship 

Holy Week 
Monday 15th April 
Tuesday 16th April 
Wednesday 17th April 

7.00 pm Night Prayer 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday 18th April 

7.00 pm Holy Communion and Watch 

Good Friday 
Friday 19th April 

11.00 am Good Friday Reflection 

Easter Day 
Sunday 21st April 

7.30 am 
 
9.30 am 

Easter Vigil and Service of Light 
(followed by breakfast) 
Holy Communion (by extension) 

Sunday 28th April 9.30 am Morning Worship 

Other dates for your diary 
Church Spring Clean Wednesday 10th April from 10.00 am – all welcome! 
Decorating for Easter Saturday 20th April from 10.00 am. 
 If you would like to give any flowers, foliage or donations they will be 

gratefully received. from Val Harding 

Reader's Corner from Peter Barker 
Special places – we all have them, don’t we? Places which are of extra significance because of the memories 
they preserve, the feelings they evoke, the associations which for us in particular they hold. After the 
wonderful ‘post-retirement’ visit which Gill and I made in 2006, New Zealand will always stir a special 
affection in my heart, and not least Christchurch where Gill helped ring the Cathedral bells and we joined 
in the Sunday worship. The 2011 earthquake was devastating. And now the city has been devastated again 
by the appalling terror atrocity against innocent people at the mosques. I’m sure I speak for all in 
expressing prayerful sympathy for friends and families of the victims, and for the brave people of 
Christchurch. My favourite window in the Cathedral fortunately survived the earthquake. It shows Christ 
in glory with the face of a Maori and the hands and feet of a white person: surely a potent symbol of the 
‘togetherness’ needed now in Christchurch, and in so many other places. 
On pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Revd Alison last September the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem was for 
me a very special place. We cannot know for certain that this is the tomb where Jesus’ body was laid but 
it certainly fits the accounts so well. Crouching through the entrance it was easy to empathise with the 
women who came that first Easter morning and found the tomb empty; and with Peter and John entering 
and seeing the grave clothes neatly wrapped on the rock hewn shelf where Jesus’ body had lain; and outside 



Blackawton Beacon April 2019 page 3 of 16 

again with Mary Magdalene at first mistaking the risen Jesus for the gardener and then with sudden awe 
and joy recognising him as he spoke her name. 
A special place indeed, because Christ’s resurrection is so special – the bedrock of my Christian faith. I 
know the very idea flies in the face of our normal expectations – it did in those days too. But sometimes 
the seemingly impossible turns out to be after all the most plausible explanation, best accounting for the 
facts, as Frank Morison famously discovered when he set out to write a book (Who Moved the Stone?) 
disproving Christ’s resurrection and ended up convinced that it happened. Easter matters: Jesus’ 
resurrection demonstrates that evil and death, summed up in the crucifixion, have already been defeated 
by love. Easter assures us that Christ through his Spirit can be with us in the present today. Easter gives us 
hope for the future. 
Wishing you all the joy and wonder of God’s Easter blessing. 

Our church team 
Vicar Revd Alison Shaw 770868 Lay Readers Sally Green 712438 
Churchwarden Kate Janman 712362  Frank Robinson 712249 
    Lyn Robinson 712249 

Village Life 

 

   

Wormcharming Auction from Diana Bardell 

 

5th May, starting 7.00 pm 
at The George 

 
Lots are coming in thick and fast for this year’s auction.  The money raised at Wormcharming has gone 
to the Devon Air Ambulance and other local charities and good causes such as the night landing site 
and the defibrillator. 
There will be a full list of lots in next month’s Beacon, but in the meantime, here are some of the 
generous offers. 

 Historical guided tour for 4 – Royal Naval College 
 Sharpham Vineyard – 2 x wine flights and vineyard walks 
 Memorial section of the washed away Slapton line 
 Three hours tractor work – grass cutting or hedge mowing 
 Load of logs from Collaford Wood 
 2 nights s/c accommodation at Woodside View (woodsideview.co.uk) 
 Trailer service from Donald Bashford Collaton Services 
 Radius 7, Stoke Fleming, meal voucher 
 4 ball at Bigbury Golf Course 
 All over spray tan! 
 Portable Appliance test for up to 30 items – DMServices 
 3 hours DIY from Bish, Bosch and Bash 

Are you a local business or do you have something to give as an auction lot?  If you have, please 
get in touch with dianavbardell@gmail.com. Remember, everyone directly benefits from the 
money raised. 
 Thank you 
 

Allotments from Liz Yunnie 
Thank you to everyone who 
has donated their surplus 
plants pots. They are much 
appreciated. 
Time to get potting!  

Lawn Mowing Service 
Please call Jago on 712611 to discuss your 
requirements. 

£5 - £10 per  lawn 
price may vary based on requirements. 

Blackawton only 
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Wormcharming Fun Five-a-side Football from Mark Hamilton 
All ages, abilities and sexes welcomed 

Come and show off those silk(worm)y skills on the Village Field 

Sunday 5th May 2019 

Registration from 2.30 pm at the Village Field 
Kick off at 3.00 pm 

Voluntary donation of £2 per player, all proceeds go to the Wormcharming Charity.  
In order to have an idea of numbers wishing to take part, please email Mark Hamilton at 
mwvilla890@gmail.com expressing your interest.  

 

Carbon Neutral Wormcharming from James Perry 
The 2019 Blackawton Annual Wormcharming Festival is going Carbon Neutral. 

Tree hosts required 
We are offsetting any CO2 created from hosting the festival, including CO2 from the food eaten, electricity 
used and miles driven to host the festival, but not the CO2 created from guests traveling here. At the parking 
area there will be an opportunity for guests to offset their CO2 from their journey here if they wish to. 
Hosting the event will create approximately 2.5 tons of CO2. This year we are offsetting the CO2 by 
planting enough trees to absorb the CO2 created. We have about 10 beech trees to plant. If you wish to 
host a beech it needs to be grown as a tree, not a hedge. 
Please email James Perry at perudog@hotmail.com for more information. 

The Home Library Service from Jerry Neville 

Bringing the library to your door 
The Royal Voluntary Service Charity provides a free service which delivers books to your door in the event 
that you are unable to get to your local library, for whatever reason, be it poor health or mobility or your 
having carer responsibilities – or even simply as it is wintertime.  The service is provided by volunteers; 
your local volunteer/coordinator, operating out of Dartmouth Library, is Jerry Neville on 712615.  
Alternatively you could call the library on 832502 and speak to a librarian there. 
Don’t be afraid to contact us; the service is there for you to use; just call us and we will visit and discuss 
your needs and bring and recover books/audio-books or whatever on a regular basis. 
Should you wish to become a volunteer to provide this service to others please simply call and we can 
meet and discuss; we do indeed need volunteers as well as readers.  Thanks. 

Defibrillator training from Steve Thomas 
There was a great turnout for our first training session – 26 people attended the event in the Village Hall 
on Saturday 23rd February. The free session, which was arranged by our defibrillator supplier Community 
Heartbeat Trust, was lead by local first aid trainer Katie Finn from Kidz First Aid. There was good feedback 
from attendees who described the session as “useful”, “fun”, “instructive” and “practical”. 

Wormcharming Fun Dog Show from Carey Burton 

 

Sunday May 5th 
In the secret field, immediately following Wormcharming 

£1.00 per dog per class 
(Dog available to hire for those who don’t have a dog)  

Fancy Dress Dog (Spies) Beautiful eyes 
Best Presented Dog Wonderful Ears 
The best six (6) legs Excellent coat 
Waggiest tail Best in Show. Open for winners, free with donations please. 

Blackawton welcomes thoughtful dog handlers. Please pick up after your dog. 

For more information on the dog show please contact Carey 712215. 
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At the start of the session, Pete Hathaway highlighted and thanked all the donors who had not only enabled 
the acquisition of the equipment itself but also secured its ongoing maintenance and training for the next 
ten years: 
Defibrillator and cabinet 10 years maintenance and training 
Anonymous local donors £2,150  Linden Homes £1,500  
Linden Homes £145  Parish Council £1,500  
Wormcharming £50   £3,000  
 £2,345     

Stacey and Roy from Linden Homes were also in attendance - taking plenty of photos, both in the Village 
Hall and at the community shop where the defibrillator is located. 
The training session will be repeated on an ongoing basis. So if you’re interested but couldn’t make this 
one, please let Pete Hathaway know (email p.hathaway@live.co.uk) and we’ll arrange another session 
when we have sufficient numbers. 

 

from Beth Hughes

The next monthly dance is 5 - 6 pm on Friday 5th April 2019 
at Blackawton Village Hall 

Suggested donation £2  ~  all proceeds to the Playing Field Fund 
An opportunity to dance to great sounds for an hour in near darkness ... no need to feel self-conscious!! 
Just come and move your body ... de-stress from the working week ... kickstart the weekend ... feel the 
groove ... shake your booty ... have some fun! All ages, sexes, shapes, sizes and abilities welcome. 

No alcohol please! 
Contact Beth on 712840 or email beth.hughes@talktalk.net for more info 

or to put your name on the email reminder list for future sessions. 

 

Blackawton WI  from Sandra Tope 
Our meeting this month started on a sad note, with a minute's silence for two much missed members who 
have recently passed away, Doreen Tucker and Georgina Nightingale. 
After a rousing rendition of Jerusalem, the business was concluded with the announcement of our summer 
competition. Each member was given the opportunity to take a seed potato to grow over the summer and, 
as last year, there will be a prize for the most potatoes and the heaviest crop from one seed. In addition we 
were each given two sunflower seeds to grow, with a prize being given for the biggest sunflower head later 
in the year. Happy growing, and we look forward to seeing the results! 
Our speaker this month was Sue Wyath from the charity Chernobyl Children who bring 10 children from 
Chernobyl over to this country each year and give them a well deserved holiday. She showed us many 
pictures and told a few sad stories, as well as video of the party they have before returning home. Our 
competition was for a knitted item which was suitable for one of the children. Once judging had taken 

Georgina Nightingale from John Nightingale 
Georgina passed away on Tuesday February 26, aged 92. She died in her own home surrounded by her 
family. She was able to realise her wish to stay in her home, even when she became very ill, thanks to a 
small group of women who cared for her with extraordinary compassion and gentleness.  
For Georgina, Blackawton was a last chapter in a long and eventful life but a chapter that brought her a 
great deal of joy. She loved the welcome and friendliness that she found there and felt completely at 
home from the moment she arrived. 
We will be holding a memorial service for her in Blackawton Church on Friday April 12th at 2.30 pm, 
with tea and refreshments afterwards at Woodfin Cottage, Greenslade Road. Everyone is welcome. 
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place, all the entries were donated to the cause. There were lots of entries, including woolly hats and 
scarves, as well as an impressive knitted doll! As it would be unfair to give the doll to just one child, the 
charity also wondered if anyone would be interested in knitting more for them? If you could help please 
get in touch with Frances Wood (712251). 
We have many trips and outings coming up including Dartmouth Museum, Saltram House, horse racing 
at Newton Abbot, Dartmoor walks, as well as our usual book club, lunch club, craft club, and theatre club 
and much much more!  
Our next meeting will be on 17th April in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm, where our speaker is going to show 
us all how to bone and roll a chicken! If you fancy coming along you would be most welcome, we would 
love to see you!! 

The George Inn from Ruth Coe 
I was hoping to have definite news of a “hand-over” date to let the village know in the April Beacon when 
Jon and Jo will be taking on the lease of The George Inn, Blackawton. Unfortunately, solicitors being as 
they are, I have as yet no completion date. Estimates vary from early April to mid-May. I do know that 
(unlike me!) Jon would like to be here for Easter and Wormcharming, so remain optimistic that he will 
press his solicitor to complete by then.  
After hand-over The George Inn will still be a “village inn”, acting as the “club house”, providing a place to 
meet, drink, dine and stay. Hours of business, and availability of kitchen staff, will probably change as the 
season progresses. Please call us and book if you would like to eat here, we will do our best to oblige. Jon 
and Jo will want to meet local folk, so do pop in and introduce yourselves when you hear they have taken 
over. 
I can only ask that all our customers bear with us a little longer! 

Blackawton Community Choir from Chris Janman 

every Thursday 
7.45 pm in the Village Hall 

If you would like to sing with others please come along. We sing for fun – the 
music is very easy and no previous experience is necessary. Give it a try! 
For more information ring712362 or email chris.janman@gmail.com. 

West Dart Bus services from Tony Hemmings 
The West Dart Bus runs a regular service to nearby towns, as follows: 

Dartmouth every Friday at 10.15 am. 
Newton Abbot last Wednesday of the month at 9.50 am. 
For the Newton Abbot trip you need to book in advance; please ring Tony on 07512 433789, or 
email him at tony.westdartbus@outlook.com. Or contact the office on 01752 690444 or email 
info@ringandride.net. 
Totnes There is no longer a trip to Totnes. 

Community Shop 
 from Kate Purver 

After-school snacks? We’ve been expanding our range of healthy and 
delicious snacks; from fruit and nut bars to root veg crisps, via dried fruit 
salad and wasabi peas – we have plenty to offer besides the 3:20 sweets 
option. As well as some truly delicious flapjacks and chocolate brownies, 
from a new Blackawton supplier. 
Or if you’re early for the school pick-up (or need a breather after dropping 
them off), don’t forget you can come and get a coffee here too! 
Our range of gluten-free products has also widened – including the 
above-mentioned brownies, besides basics such as flour and pasta. 
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Shop opening times 
Monday to Friday 8.00 am – 6.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm afternoon: closed 
Sunday 10.00 am – 12.00 noon afternoon: closed 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

The shop's telephone number is 712157. See you in the shop soon! 

Village Hall 
 from Adrian Kyte 

 

April events at the Village Hall 
Climate Emergency Event parking only 
Monday 1st, 7.00 pm. 
A talk on Climate Change by Totnes Extinction Rebellion Group. 
DYFC Bingo Event parking only 
Friday 26th. 
Look out for posters for the start time of this popular event and be prepared for a fun-filled evening. 
Community Choir 
Thursdays 7.45 - 9.15 pm. This month that's 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th. 
Disco in the Dark Event parking only 
Friday 5th, 5.00 to 6.00 pm. 
Fitness dancing session in dim lighting. All welcome. 
Fundraiser for Playing Field Association. 
Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 2nd at 7.30 pm. 
Whist and Euchre Drives Event parking only 
Monday 8th and 22nd at 7.30 pm. 
WI Event parking only 
Wednesday 17th starting at 7.00 pm. 
Please note we are now meeting in the evening.  

Wanted: Book-keeper 
The community shop is looking for someone with 
some knowledge/experience of book-keeping and 
payroll, to take over from Jo Rogers in dealing with 
these aspects. This would suit someone with a few 
spare hours per week who is prepared to take on 
banking and cash matters, accounting, VAT 
returns and other such fun stuff – experience of 
Sage a distinct advantage. 
If you could be interested, please give Jo a call on 
01548 714433 or 0780 584 2288. 

100 Club 
If you haven’t yet subscribed to our 100 Club, 
do sign up in the shop. Tickets £15 (£10 after 
1st May). Three cash prizes go to the lucky 
winners of the draw each month until the end of 
the year. 

March winners 
 Jo Chapman £15 
 Sarah Richardson £10 
 Valerie Harding £5 

Winnings can be collected from the shop. 

Spring Ceilidh 
Apologies to everyone who is looking forward to the Spring Ceilidh on 23rd April. Due to an error on 
my part the front cover of the last edition advertised the ceilidh as being on 23rd April while the entry 
inside and the posters dotted around the village showed the correct date as 23rd March. A smaller 
band of dancers than usual enjoyed the extra space for dancing to the excellent Spinach for Norman.  

Make a note in your diaries for our Autumn Ceilidh which will be on Saturday 23rd November 
when Spinach for Norman will make a return visit. 
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Yoga Classes 
Thursdays 6.00 – 7.30 pm. This month that's 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th. 
There is no longer a class on Tuesdays.  
Please contact Rachel Trevallion on 075825 580518 or email rachel@yogaforbodyandsoul.com, 
website: www.yogaforbodyandsoul.com, Facebook: @yoga4bodyandsoul, for details or drop in at the very 
start of one of the sessions. 

Village Hall parking 
Sometimes users of the Village Hall (VH) find that there are vehicles already parked in the VH car park. 
Officially only vehicles belonging to hall users, allotment users or tennis court users should be parked in 
the car park but the VH is a community resource and parking in the village is a problem. To avoid problems 
a notice will be displayed in the cabinet by the VH main entrance with a list of events identifying those that 
need the car park. If you are one of the people who habitually or occasionally park in the car park please 
check the notice and park elsewhere on the occasions when the car park is needed for hall users. 

Booking the Village Hall 
The easiest way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the 
internet. There are two easy ways to check availability or make a provisional booking: 
1. Enter http://www.hallmaster.co.uk/ViewRoomDiary.aspx?roomId=81 in the address bar of your 

Internet browser and press ‘Enter’. 
2. Via Facebook (www.facebook.com); search for “Blackawton Village Hall” then click on ‘Book Now’. 
Either method should take you directly to the booking website. Use the ‘Next >>’ and ‘<<Previous’ buttons 
to get to the month required then if the hall is not already booked click the ‘+’ sign on the day you want 
then add the details for your event to create a provisional booking. You will receive an email within a couple 
of days with an invoice and a booking form, provisional bookings only become confirmed bookings after 
the deposit is paid which should be within 2 weeks of the invoice date. The above are the preferred methods 
for booking the hall but if you don't have internet access please phone 712159. 

Village Hall Furniture 
If there are no bookings that need the VH furniture it can sometimes be borrowed in return for an agreed 
donation and deposit but only by prior arrangement. A member of the committee should be present 
both when the furniture is taken and returned. Donation and deposit must be paid before any furniture is 
removed from the hall. A list of who is on the VH committee, along with contact details, is posted on the 
notice board next to the main entrance door. 

Parish Council 
 from Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 

 

Notes of the monthly meeting of Blackawton Parish Council 
Held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 5th March 2019 in Blackawton Village Hall 
Full minutes are on the website www.blackawtoncommunity.com and on the noticeboard outside 
The George Inn. 
Present: Cllrs Joyce (Chairman), Coe, Mallyon, Perry, and Thomas were present as was A Thom (Clerk). 

Report from County Councillor 
Cllr Brazil’s written report was read. The budget headlines an increase in Council Tax of 4%. 3% is the 
maximum allowed. The extra 1% is ring-fenced for adult social care. 

Planning Issues 
SHDC planning approvals/refusals 
The following decision was noted: 
3680/18/FUL Higher Dreyton Farm TQ9 7DG. Proposed replacement dwelling and garage including 

associated site works, access and landscaping. Conditional Approval. 

Make a change – become a local councillor! 
On 2nd May 2019 Blackawton will vote and choose its next Parish Councillors 
and its South Hams District Councillor. Could that be you? The deadline for 
receipt of nominations is 4.00 pm on Wednesday 3rd April 2019. 
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Review of new applications  
0400/19/FUL The Old Forge, Woodford, Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7AA. Conversion of 'The Old Forge' to 

a residential dwelling. Support. 
0318/19/HHO Abbotscot, Blackawton, TQ9 7AF. Householder application for extension. Support. 
0416/19/PDM Barn at Dreyton Cross, Blackawton, TQ9 7DQ. Notification for prior approval for proposed 

change of use of agricultural building to dwellinghouse (Class C3) and for associated 
operational development (Class Q(a+b)). It was confirmed that this building is in current 
agricultural use and was at 20 March 2013. 

0562/19/AGR Grimpstone Farm Blackawton TQ9 7DW. Application for prior notification of agricultural 
or forestry development - proposed agricultural building. For information only. 

New premises licence application: The Banquet Boat, River Dart, Dartmouth. The premises is a boat with 
capacity for 12 people that will be cruising the River Dart, and is moored in Dartmouth. No comment. 
New premises licence application: Leaf & Bean Restaurant, 5 Lower Street, Dartmouth, TQ6 9AJ. The 
application is for the sale of alcohol for consumption on the premises, Monday to Sunday from 8am to 
10pm. No comment. 

Consultations 
 SHDC, Proposed Strete Neighbourhood Plan, closes 22 March 2018. No comment by BPC. 
 DCC, Re-use Credit Scheme, closes 5 April 2019. No comment by BPC. 

French Furze Community Facilities 
BPC considered the proposed specifications for the MUGA, toddler play area, and car park. The overall 
Toddler Play Area specifications are acceptable to BPC subject to approval by the Playing Fields Committee 
who are expected to take ownership of them. Steel feet/shoes will be requested where the wooden supports 
are placed in the earth to prolong the life of the equipment. The Playing Fields Committee will endeavour 
to hold a special meeting to consider the specifications. Cllr Joyce will write to the Head of the Primary 
School and prepare a letter and posters to invite parents of children attending the School to join the PFMC. 
The PFMC needs more members and support from parents. 
BPC supports the School’s suggestion that the car park requires a one way system. BPC has already been 
advised that if DCC decides that the one way marking is required it can be requested through the S38 road 
adoption, although as the car park isn’t being adopted by DCC this reasoning is unclear. BPC will check 
the School’s acceptance of all specifications. In the longer term BPC will need to manage the use of the car 
park and possibly enforcement issues. 
As the School will be taking ownership of the MUGA, BPC will not comment on its specifications. Linden 
Homes will also be asked for confirmation of the access paths between the community facilities and the 
School. A path onto School Lane has been discussed and there is a path past the MUGA into the School.  

French Furze Project 
The Parish Council agreed to raise with Linden homes its concerns about the risks caused by a new footpath 
from French Furze being shared with vehicles and it entering directly onto Main Street. Linden Homes has 
the power to act. BPC suggests that Linden Homes will want to reduce the risks for the benefit of future 
residents of French Furze. The concerns are that the straight footpath currently runs downhill directly onto 
the road with limited visibility for both footpath and road users. Fast moving children on skateboards for 
example, could shoot quickly directly onto the road. The footpath is shared with vehicular access to a 
workshop. The Parish Council suggests that the risks could be reduced by separating the footpath and the 
road - perhaps by using different surfaces. It also suggests a barrier at the end of the footpath - so that 
users are forced to slow and go around it. 
Concerns about water run-off from the site will be followed up by the Clerk with SHDC. 

French Furze Business Units 
BPC agreed to register a Community Interest Company to own the business units in the first instance. This 
type of entity is flexible and relatively easy and inexpensive to establish. The alternative considered was a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation which has the advantage that is does not pay corporations tax, 
however its activities must be strictly charitable in nature and the entity’s future activities are not clear at 
this time. BPC will try to carry out the registration using the online government guidance. Cllr Thomas will 
take the lead on this. If professional assistance is required this can be considered by the April meeting of 
BPC. The units may not be being built with the levels on the approved plans. BPC will request a meeting 
with Linden Homes to discuss the units. 
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Clearance of Drains on the Highway 
BPC agreed to book a vehicle to clear blocked drains on the highway in the village, and between Cotterbury 
and Eastdown if that is possible. Cllr Mallyon or Perry will go around with the team. 

Parish Lengthsman 
BPC supported the application to carry out lengthsman work in Dittisham and the arrangement of the 
necessary training subject to approval by Dittisham Parish Council. It was suggested that BPC’s 
maintenance contractor, cemetery maintenance contractor, or a member of the community may be 
interested in the two day Chapter 8 training. 

Cemetery Regulations and Memorial Policy 
BPC reviewed the proposed updated Cemetery Regulations and Charges documents. It was agreed that the 
qualifying period for residents who have to leave the parish because of ill health will remain three years, 
section 9.9 will refer to a plain lawn style memorial, the foundation must be at least three inches thick, and 
the charges document needs to retain the reference to higher charges for non-residents. A new memorial 
policy will be reviewed by the April meeting. 

Clerk’s Contract 
The technical change to update the Clerk’s contract to refer to the new Spinal Column Point system was 
agreed. 

Woodlands Bus Shelter Project 
It was agreed that BPC supports this project and will continue to work on progressing it. 

Finance 
Update on current financial position 
The report which showed a balance of £54,373.85 and unearmarked reserves of £7,312.94 was received. 
Payments made, due and received 
The following payments were approved: 

S Rowdon, cemetery hedge £60.00 
Clerk, February salary and pension £472.84 
HMRC, PAYE February £15.00 
Westdown Farm Ltd, cemetery hedge £54.00 
TJD Construction, repairs to churchyard 
      retaining wall on School Lane £1,093.48 
Clerk, CE12 £48.93  

The following payments received were noted:  
HMRC, VAT return £473.67 
SHDC, Bus Shelter Grant £2,350.00 

Grant Request 
BPC approved an application from the Playing Fields Committee for reimbursement of 2018 insurance 
costs for the bonfire on fireworks night of £222.88. 
Pension Contributions   
BPC noted that the auto-enrolment employer contribution increases from 2% to 3% on 6 April 2019. 

Correspondence 
The following miscellaneous correspondence was noted.  
 2019 January 11, Villages in Action, Touring performing arts. 
 2019 February 20, Dr Sarah Wollaston, Resignation from the Conservative whip. 

Reports from Parish Councillors and Wardens 
Cllr Coe reported that in addition to can in the Cemetery’s hedge there are also cans in the lane near the 
electric substation, that access to remove the cans from the Cemetery needs more work, and that the tap 
to the water butt requires repair. Cllr Coe also suggested that the herb plantings are moved to near the 
Shop’s new location – possibly near the lychgate. Cllr Coe suggested boules and exercise equipment could 
be valuable additions to the playground area. 
Cllr Thomas reported on the successful defibrillator training held the preceding weekend. He noted SHDC 
is replacing playground equipment. 
The Clerk will send a card to Cllr Tucker. 
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The Parish Council’s next meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd April 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. 
You are most welcome to attend and to raise any issues which may be of concern to you. 
The May meeting of the Parish Council will be held late, on 14th May, because of the local elections on 
2nd May. The Annual Parish community meeting will be on 21st May 2019. 

Council contacts 

 

the Wider Community 
Probus Club of Stoke Fleming and District from John Light 
Where friendliness matters above all else. 
Our aim is to socialise in a congenial relaxed atmosphere in the company of other men who are retired or 
semi-retired. Our speakers this month will be: 
10th April Mandy Seffert Fasten your Seatbelts 
24th April John Baldock Matt's Point - Fact or Fiction 
For more information contact John Light on 834861. 

 

Dartmouth Together from John Donaldson 
Dartmouth Together invites you to a public fair at The Flavel on Saturday 27th April, where local 
organisations will share what they do and what they offer with Dartmouth and the surrounding Villages. 
You are welcome to attend between 9.30 am and 2.00 pm in the main auditorium where you will find 

Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 or 712342 tgiblackawton@yahoo.co.uk 
Cllr Lorien Joyce, Vice-chair 712187 lorien818@hotmail.com 
Cllr Samantha Lewis-Davis 712520 samantha@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Alan Mallyon 712799 amallyon1@gmail.com 
Cllr Jack Perry 07890 898164 jack@westdownfarm.plus.com 
Cllr Simon Rake, Chair 712103 simon@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Cllr Steve Thomas 712840 steve@blackawtoncommunity.com 
Annette Thom, Parish Clerk 722417 parishclerk@blackawtoncommunity.com 

Other contacts  
Police non-urgent reporting 101 
South Hams Cllr Michael Hicks 01548 821129 cllr.hicks@southhams.gov.uk 
South Hams District Council 861234 customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 
SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 
Report problems to SHDC such 
as fly tipping and abandoned vehicles: 

 
www.southhams.gov.uk/article/65/Report-It 

Devon County Cllr Julian Brazil 01548 511109 or 
07970 971140 

julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk 

Devon County Council 0845 155 1015 or 
0345 155 1015 

customer@devon.gov.uk 

Report problems on the highway 
to DCC such as potholes and flooding: 

new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/ 
report-a-problem 

Children's Hospice South West from Sue Tweed 

Open Garden at Bowringsleigh, West Alvington, TQ7 3LL 

Sunday 28th April 2.00 – 5.00 pm 
Bowringsleigh has beautiful, extensive gardens and grounds with a stunning backdrop of the Grade 1 
listed Elizabethan house. The gardens will be open for viewing, with teas, refreshments, plant and cake 
stalls. Admission £5 per person, children free. Free parking. Limited wheelchair access. Dogs allowed 
on leads. All proceeds to Children's Hospice South West. For more information contact 01548 852774. 

Making the most of short and precious lives 
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stands with representatives of up to 30 local groups. This is an opportunity for volunteers and enthusiasts 
of clubs and organisations in Blackawton to meet like-minded people – allotment holders, bell ringers, 
sports fans, choirs, walkers, cooks, thespians, makers, gardeners, etc.  
For more information email Nick.Hindmarsh@dartmouthcaring.co.uk. 

 

Spring Fair from Sue Tweed 

Stoke Fleming Charitable Ladies will be holding a Spring Fair on Saturday 6th April in Stoke 
Fleming Village Hall from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon. A variety of stalls, including local arts and crafts, cakes, 
raffle, competitions and refreshments. The event will be to raise funds for Dartmouth Scouts. Tables 
are available to hire at £5 each. 
Contact me on 770730 or tweed833@btinternet.com for more information, or to book a table. 

 

from the Editor 
Please send your Beacon contributions by email to 
beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. 
Contributions on paper can be dropped off at the 
Community Shop, the George Inn or at 1 The Cross, 
Park Lane. The deadline for contributions to the 
April edition is Saturday 20th April. 
The Beacon is printed by volunteers using the 
printer in the church. We need to pay for the paper 
and printing costs, and make a contribution 
towards replacing the printer when it wears out. 
Some of this cost is covered by our advertisements, 
but we need more. Please donate if you can. Put 
Beacon on the outside of the envelope and drop it 
off at the Shop, or the George Inn, or the church's 
donation box beside the visitors book. Please note 
that cheques must be payable to Blackawton 
Parish Church. Thank you. 

Andrew Morrow 

Slapton Spring Market from Jane Cumberlidge 
Saturday 6th April, 10.00 am to 1.00 pm 

Slapton Village Hall 
Beautiful handcrafted gifts by local artists Books, cakes, raffle, bric-a-brac 
Paper-craft, cards, pottery, handmade children's clothes Homemade refreshments 

Proceeds in aid of St James the Great, Slapton 
 

Stanborough Chorus from Claudia Benzies 

 

Mozart's Requiem 
Saturday 6th April at 7.30 pm 

St George's Church, Modbury  
Tickets £15 in advance from Kingsbridge Tourist Information Centre or choir members 
or £17 on the door. 

 

PORK FOR SALE 
Fill up your freezer with ½ a pig, delivered to your 
door.  Approx 30kg of meat, including boned and 
rolled legs and shoulder for you to cut to size, 
chops, belly pork and sausages for £100, or for an 
extra £10, have it vacuum packed, already to put 
straight into the freezer. 

Our Large White pigs are fed on Whey from 
Ticklemore Cheese, producing moist, succulent 
meat. 

For any questions, or to order, please contact Nigel 
or Sandra Tope on 01803 712622/07870 119367 or 
email sandrafiona.st@gmail.com. 



Blackawton Beacon April 2019 page 13 of 16 

Advertisements 

 

 

 

 

We do the smaller jobs  –  and some big ones 
Need some help? Look no further 

Clearing and cleaning gutters and fascias Tree work 
Fencing - new and repairs, wood treatment Garden work 
Shed repairs – roof felting, timber treatment etc. Pressure washing 

Everything considered 
Call Alan 712799 

We offer Domestic, Commercial and Solar PV Services 

 

- Domestic Electrical - Solar PV Installations 
- Commercial & Agricultural Electrical - Solar PV Monitoring 
- Testing & Inspections - Solar PV Servicing 
- Home Automation - Solar Panel Cleaning 
- Fire & Security - Solar iBoost Installation 
- EV Charging - Solar Battery Storage 
- Electrical Heating 
- LED Lighting 

01548 550909  -  info@danielknightelectrical.com  -  07970 809978 
www.danielknightelectrical.com 

 

Looking for qualified tree 
surgeons and foresters? 
Then look no further! 

Knowle Tree Services are one of Devon's leading Tree Surgery and Forestry companies. Our 
head office is based in Totnes covering all of Devon. 

All aspects of tree surgery, forestry and woodland work undertaken 
Log deliveries Hedge cutting 
Free estimates Fully insured 

Contact: 07711 828184 / 01803 813286 
www.knowletreeservices.co.uk 
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Did you know… 
South Hams District Council 

fund a loan scheme for homeowners, for essential home repairs and improvements?  
For more information, visit www.wrcic.org.uk or call 01823 461099, 

or email enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 
Your local, not for profit lender working in partnership with South Hams District Council  

Wessex Resolutions CIC 
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU 

 

  

Yoga for Body and Soul 
with Rachel 

Wednesdays 9.30 – 11.00 am 
 Harbour House, 

Kingsbridge 

 12.00 – 1.30 pm 
 The Flavel, Dartmouth 

Thursdays 6.00 – 7.30 pm 
 Blackawton Village Hall 
No Tuesday classes from March 

First group class half price! 
then £11 drop in or 4 for £36 
Come along, de-stress, de-tox 
and feel good! 

Private sessions and massage also 
available by appointment 

To book please ring 07825 580518 or 
email rachel@yogaforbodyandsoul.com 

www.yogaforbodyandsoul.com 
Facebook: @yoga4bodyandsoul 
Instagram: @yoga.bodyandsoul 

Welcome to 

Happy Days 
Cleaning Services 
with over 40 years cleaning 

experience we do all aspects of 
domestic work. 

Our rates are very competitive 
and negotiable. 

If anyone is interested in our services please 
leave a message on 07428 719470 and 
Deb or Alan will return the call as soon as 
possible. 

We pride ourselves on giving 
the best attention at all times. 
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NEW HOMES AVAILABLE NOW! 
Linden Homes are building a beautiful range of 2 and 3 
bedroom bungalows and 2, 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes. 
Stunning 4 bedroom show home now open. 

All enquiries to 01803 700638 
Lindenhomes.co.uk/blackawton  
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Parish Diary 
April 2019 
Monday 1st 7.30 pm Extinction Rebellion: talk on climate emergency  Village Hall 

Tuesday 2nd 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall 

Thursday 4th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.45 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 5th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

 5.00 pm Dance in the Dark Disco Village Hall 

Saturday 6th 10.00 am Slapton Spring Market Slapton Village Hall 

 10.00 am Spring Fair in aid of Dartmouth Scouts Stoke Fleming 
Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Stanborough Chorus: Mozart's Requiem St George's Church, 
Modbury 

Monday 8th 7.30 pm Whist and Euchre Village Hall 

Wednesday 10th 10.00 am Church spring clean Church 

Thursday 11th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.45 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 12th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Tuesday 16th 11.55 am Mobile Library War memorial 

Wednesday 17th 7.30 pm WI meeting. Please note new time Village Hall 

Thursday 18th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.45 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 19th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Saturday 20th 10.00 am Decorating church for Easter Church 

  Beacon deadline for the May edition  

Monday 22nd 7.30 pm Whist and Euchre Village Hall 

Wednesday 24th 9.50 am West Dart Bus to Newton Abbot – ring 712375 or 07776 432309 to book 

Thursday 25th 6.00 pm Yoga class Village Hall 

 7.45 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 26th 10.15 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

  DYFC Bingo Village Hall 

Saturday 27th 9.30 am Dartmouth Together public fair The Flavel, Dartmouth 

Sunday 28th 2.00 pm CHSW Open Garden at Bowringsleigh Bowringsleigh, 
West Alvington 

May 2019 
Sunday 5th 12.00 am Blackawton International Festival of Wormcharming 

Tuesday 21st 7.30 pm Annual Parish community meeting Village Hall 
 


