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BLACKAWTON PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 1 March 2016 at 7:30 pm in Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Cllrs Rake (Acting Chairman), Mallyon, Joyce, Coe,
Perry and Lewis-Davis 

In attendance: Cllr Hicks (South Hams District Council) 

Cllr Hawkins (Devon County Council)

One member of the public was present

1. Chairman's resignation
Cllr  Mallyon  resigned  as  Chairman  in  view  of  his  several  months  of
absence in order to facilitate continuity for BPC.
He was thanked by the member of  the public  present  for  his  work  as
Chairman.
Cllr Rake's proposal for a vote of thanks to Cllr Mallyon for his work for the
Council  and for his handling of the Town Farm application was carried
unanimously.

2. New Planning Application

2.1. 0282/16/FUL   Lower  Clyston  Farm,  Cliston  Cross  To
Hutcherleigh Turn, Blackawton, Devon, TQ9 7AB.  Retrospective planning
application for agricultural building.
The applicant described the application.
It was resolved to support the application as it stands.

3. Hedge flailing
A member of the public presented a pamphlet discussing the importance
of hedges as habitat and their potential as a cash crop.  It was agreed that
the pamphlet would be posted on the Community Website and passed on
to local high schools as a potential journalism article subject.

4. Apologies
Cllr Wills.

5. Declarations of Interest in Agenda items
None declared.

6. Minutes of Previous Meetings
The minutes of the Meeting held on 2 February 2016 were approved with
the amendment that Cllr Wills was nominated to attend the Buckingham
Palace Garden Party on 24 May 2016.  

7. Reports from District and County Councillors
Cllr Hawkins reported on a forthcoming meeting regarding maintenance of
the  Slapton  Line.   Cllr  Hawkins  and  Dr  Wollaston  MP  met  with  the
Principal of Dartmouth Academy recently.  Thirty new pupils have enrolled
with the School since the last Ofsted Report's publication.  He noted the
support  from  Kingsbridge  Community  College  and  from  Dartmouth
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Academy students.  The Community Budget has £750 available for Parish
projects.  The funds must be spent by December 2016.  

Cllr Hicks reported that SHDC is struggling to write a Local Development
Plan because of the workload of responding to consultations from central
Government.   He  has  £700  grant  funding  per  year  available  to
Blackawton.  Funds can be carried forward for the first three years of his
term and no 2015/16 grant has been made yet.  

8. Planning Issues

8.1.Planning Approvals/Refusals by SHDC

The following decisions were noted.  

 2639/15/HHO   Springfields,  Eastdown  To  Eastdown  Cross,
Blackawton,  TQ9  7AP.   Additional  windows  on  west  elevation.
Conditional approval.

 06/2523/15/F  Sea Glimpse,  Blackawton,  TQ9 7DE.  Demolition of
existing  dwelling  to  be  replaced by new 4 bedroom bungalow and
garage.  Conditional approval.

8.2.Review of New Applications 

 0091/16/OPA The Dartmouth Golf,  Hotel  & Spa Blackawton Devon
TQ9 7DE.  Outline application with some matters reserved proposed
extension  to  hotel  accommodation  including  ancillary  and  office
accommodation,  landscaping and parking facilities and repositioned
golf buggy store.

Unanimous resolution to support the application.

 Application to designate a Neighbourhood Plan area for Kingswear. 

The area is the same as the Parish boundary.

8.3.Oldstone Farm Solar Park Planning Application
If the Planning Officer recommends approval this application could be 
discussed by the next Development Management Committee meeting on 
16 March 2016.  It was agreed that if this occurs Cllrs would meet on 
Monday 14 March 2016, ideally in an Extraordinary meeting in the Hall, to 
discuss comments to be made at the Committee meeting.

8.4.Consultations

South Hams & West Devon Playing Pitch Strategy, closes 29 February
2016

Cllrs Joyce and Mallyon will respond on behalf of BPC.

South Hams Green Infrastructure Framework, closes 25 March 2016 

9. Finance

9.1.Update on Current Financial Position
.

The bank statement had not been received at the time of meeting.  
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Allowing for payments to be made, earmarked reserves of  £29,408.26,
and assuming the payment of £2,232 for the community bus to the Ivy
Lane Centre a balance of £5,722.98 remained.

9.2.Payments Made, Due and Received
A  cheque  for  fifty  pounds  has  been  received  from  Blackawton  Parish
Church to support the repair of the steps 
Payments  were  approved  for  £369.60  for  Salary  for  February  2016  &
£92.20 HMRC PAYE for February 2016.
It was agreed that the invoice for £2,232 for the Community Bus to the Ivy
Lane Centre was not correct and that the Clerk would follow this up.

9.3.Proposed  SHDC  Locality  Fund  Grant  application  to  install  a
phone line and WiFi in the Village hall

A costs  document  and draft  grant  application  were  discussed.   It  was
agreed to discuss sharing WiFi access with the Community Shop.

10.Signature of agreement to receive Agenda and Summons by email
The document was signed by all Parish Cllrs present.

11.Maintenance and insurance of Churchyard wall and entrances
The quote for  a professional survey and maintenance recommendation
report for the churchyard wall and steps was noted but not accepted at
this time.  It was agreed that proactive maintenance was required and that
this might be achieved using local expertise.  Cllr  Joyce will  follow up
sourcing maintenance locally  and the estimate of  costs to  replace the
churchyard wall and steps for an all-risks insurance quote.

12.Correspondence

12.1. The following correspondence was noted. 

 Free Digital Workshop Devon Communities Together Brixham Town
Hall, 17 March, 7-9pm.  For parish councillors and other community
groups.

 Free CPRE/ACRE Neighbourhood Planning workshop on 18 March
2016, 10am-2pm, Newton Abbot

 DALC Highways Conference, 16th March 2016, 10am - 4pm, Exeter
 Dartmouth  Caring  -  West  Dart  Bus  to  provide  transport  from

Blackawton, Stoke Fleming, Strete and Dittisham to Lunch Clubs on
Wednesday and Thursday starting in March

13.Reports from Parish Councillors, Wardens and Police etc.

The Blackawton sign at entrance from Quarry Head needs repainting.
An  issue  with  noise  from  scramble  bikes  on  Sunday  mornings  was
discussed, but no action identified.
Blackawton Primary School's forest shelter will be paid for by Tesco.
Parish roads have been swept by DCC.
There is an issue with the verge outside Thisldo being dug up by trucks.  
Cllr  Coe  reported  bad  potholes  on  the  East  Hartley  lane  (next  to
Woodlands) on which a car tyre was ruined last week.  
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.
14.Employment of Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

No Cllrs or members of the public remained at the meeting.  
The Clerk left the meeting at this point and did not return.  The minutes for 
this item were obtained from Cllr Rake.

BPC expressed gratitude for and complete satisfaction with the Clerk's 
work so far and it was agreed to extend for three months the interim 
arrangements for filling the post of Clerk & RFO.
It was agreed that the process for selecting a new permanent Clerk & RFO
outlined in the 'DRAFT Recruitment Process' document would be followed,
with the possible addition of a shortlisting stage by the full council before 
interviews by the Selection Committee.
It was agreed that the Selection Committee would be Cllrs Rake and 
Mallyon.

15.Future Meeting

The next ordinary meeting will be held on Tuesday 5 April 2016.

Annette Thom
Acting Parish Clerk
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