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1. Background
The Parish Council has carried out a community survey about whether we should seek to
change the arrangements for street lighting in the village.

2. Summary of Results

Question 1

Do you think that Blackawton’s Street Lighting should:

58 responses

@ a. Remain the same
@ b. Be retained in part of the village, but
removed elsewhere
) c. Be removed entirely
@ d. Be retained but be lit for a shorter
period

Question 2

If you answered “Be retained in part of the village but removed elsewhere”, please indicate
where you think street lights should be retained:

Between the Normandy and Millcombe Corner as described i

Other (please specify) o

If you answered “Be retained in part of the village but removed elsewhere”, please indicate where

you think street lights should be retained:
5 responses

Between the Normandy and

0,
Millcombe Corner as described 5 (100%)

Other (please specify)[—0 (0%)
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Question 3

Would you welcome a trial period to be able to see what real effect any change might have? NB:in

order to see the full effect of any change, trials would most usefully be carried out in the winter months.
52 responses

Question 4

At present we understand that the lights are programmed to come on just before
dusk, then turn off at 12:30 or 1:30 in the morning for five hours, before coming
back on until just after dawn. Do you think that these hours of use are appropriate
(please tick all you agree with)

At present we understand that the lights are programmed to come on just before dusk, then turn off

at 12:30 or 1:30 in the morning for five hours, befor...use are appropriate (please tick all you agree with)
52 responses

Yes 19 (36.5%)

No, they should turn off earlier at

0,
night 32 (61.5%)

No, they should stay on longer at
night

No, they should turn on later in

17 (32.7%
the early morning ( )

No, they should turn on earlier in
the early morning

Question 5
Please make any additional comments in the box below

Summary (Full text responses in the separate Excel spreadsheet.):

o Desire for Safety and Security:
Several respondents expressed concerns about safety and security, particularly
because there are no pavements.

¢ Environmental Concerns:
A notable number of respondents emphasized the importance of reducing light
pollution and minimizing the impact on wildlife and ecosystems. .

o Preference for Dark Sky Status:
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Some respondents specifically mentioned their desire to embrace dark sky status and
reduce light pollution.
e Personal Comfort and Sleep:
A considerable number of respondents highlighted personal experiences with street
lighting causing discomfort and sleep disturbance. Can they be directional / shielded?
e Opposition to Street Lighting:
A minority of respondents advocated for the complete removal — appropriate for a
small rural village. Some areas already don't have lighting eg Higher Island.
e Turnoff at 10:30/ 11:30 / 12:00 and in the morning on later / at 5/ 6/ 6:30 am / not at
all.
e If removed residents might respond by installing additional sensor lights themselves.
e Request for additional lights:
In the area of junction between School Lane and Park Lane (Church steps onto School
Lane) and below (twice), and also past the Village Hall (once).

3. Discussion

Most respondents want some form of reduction in street lighting.

The Devon County Council website says:
How we are helping with the climate emergency
In consultation with local councils, we have set most street lighting in
residential areas to switch off overnight. We are also reducing he number of
illuminated signs and bollards. All of our lighting is being replaced with LED
technology which will be complete by the end of 2023. This new lighting also
dims in the later hours of the evening to save more energy and reduce light
levels for wildlife and to protect dark skies. Over the last decade these
measures have reduced the energy consumption of street lighting by 54% and
the associated carbon emissions by 80%.CC '

Initial questions to DCC to inform the discussion in the monthly meeting of BPC 9/4/24:

e How would the Parish Council arrange with DCC to trial switching street lights
off earlier in the evening in Blackawton? It would need to be next winter.

e Torequest a report on the changeover to LED in Blackawton.

e What are DCC'’s criteria to request additional lights?

o What are the current street lighting periods for Blackawton? ( on, off, dimmed
in the evening and in the morning ).

e (Can street lights be directional / shielded for the comfort of residents trying to
sleep?

' https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/street-lighting/
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