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Blackawton Beacon
November 2015

published jointly by the Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council

printed for the people of Blackawton by HOWDENS JOINERY CO. Kingsbridge
 

BLACKAWTON 
FAMILY FIREWORKS 

 

Saturday Nov 7th 6.30 pm 
Lantern procession through the village led by 

Blackawton Morris from the Normandy Arms 
stopping at the George Inn 

Food and beverages 
available in the field  
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St Michael's Church 
Services for November 2015 

Date Time Service 

Sunday 1st November 9.30 am Family Holy Communion by extension 

3.00 pm All Souls’ Service of Remembrance 
and Thanksgiving 

Sunday 8th November 10.50 am Service of Remembrance 

Sunday 15th November 11.00 am Baptism and Holy Communion 

Sunday 22nd November 9.30 am Craft Service 

Sunday 29th November 10.30 am United Benefice Holy Communion 
at St Andrew’s, East Allington 

6.30 pm Advent Carol Service 

We do not have a vicar at the moment. For weddings, baptisms or funerals please contact one of the 
churchwardens: Kate Janman 712362 or Helen Perry 712320. 

Reader's Corner from Lyn Robinson 

In a month where we often, like the rhyme, Remember, Remember the 5th of November, and of course 
Remembrance Day is fast approaching, we can look back at so many people from the past. Ordinary 
people CAN make an extraordinary difference. I was reading about Elizabeth Fry, who, if you can keep it 
in your hand long enough, is on the bottom right corner of our £5 notes. She was famous for her work in 
prison reform, a ‘remarkable lady’. Working alongside her was Thomas Buxton (she was his sister-in-
law) and you will see him at the top left hand corner of the note wearing glasses. He lived mainly in East 
London and worked tirelessly for the poor and oppressed. 
In 1807, after 18 years of campaigning, Parliament was eventually persuaded by William Wilberforce and 
others to abolish the slave trade. What I was unaware of was that the practice of slavery itself was still 
legal, and this affected 800,000 individuals in British colonies across the world. Thirteen years later, in 
1820, William Wilberforce, in poor health, asked the recently elected Thomas Buxton MP to take on his 
‘mantle’ and head the anti-slavery movement in Parliament. 
Buxton faced huge opposition and personal attack, but finally, on 26th July 1833, the Abolition of Slavery 
Act was passed – Wilberforce heard the news three days before he died. In passing the 1833 Act, the 
British Government had to pay out the equivalent of £70 billion in today’s money to compensate owners 
for the loss of slave labour – there was no recompense for the victims themselves!  
In fact Thomas Buxton was in many ways an unremarkable man. He didn’t enjoy the rough and tumble 
of politics and was not a particularly gifted speaker. But he said that ‘with ordinary talent and 
extraordinary perseverance, all things are attainable’. 
Perhaps like me, you don’t see yourself as particularly significant, but who knows what seeds you have 
sown and what an encouragement you have been to others in your life. 
God bless you in your endeavours. 

Our church team 
Reader with permission to officiate Sally Green 712438 
Readers Frank Robinson 712249 
 Lyn Robinson 712249 
Churchwardens Kate Janman 712362 
 Helen Perry 712320 
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Village Life 
Allotment Association from Fiona Kyte 

The allotment committee is going to have a thorough clear out of the shed. There may be tools in the 
shed belonging to people who are no longer members of the association. If you think there may be 
something of yours in the shed please contact Fiona or Adrian on 712159. 
Please contact us if you are interested in renting a plot  and would like to come and see what’s available. 

Blackawton Oil Barons from Adrian Kyte 

I will be placing an order on 30th November to avoid the Christmas price rise. If you want to join the 
oil-buying group email a message with your name, address and phone number to me at 
adrianskyte@gmail.com. 
If you don’t already know, Blackawton Oil Barons is an oil-buying group based in and around 
Blackawton. I contact local suppliers to get the best price for a bulk delivery, usually 25,000 to 30,000 
litres of oil and generally I can negotiate a 2p to 4p discount on the spot price for that day. Delivery is 
normally within 10 to 14 days of the order and you pay the supplier direct. 

Blackawton WI  from Frances Wood 
Because there are so many myths about food banks, our WI decided we wanted to learn what they are 
really about; so we invited Anna Brownlow manager of the Dartmouth Food Bank to be our speaker for 
the evening. Dartmouth is not part of The Trussell Charity but is completely independent. Anna told us 
its history, and then told us how they run it including details of the very basic food they distribute and 
the help they give for heating, all thanks to the generosity of just the people of Dartmouth and district. 
We all left the meeting shocked that such poverty really exists even in prosperous Dartmouth.  
The national WI is on a recruiting drive, and Blackawton would love some new members to bring new 
modern ideas. To this end we are sending individual invitations to ladies in the village telling all about 
what we do and how to join. The modern WI is no longer the J.J (Jam and Jerusalem) but the F.F.F 
(Friendship, Fun and Food.) 
On the fun side next month’s speaker is Peter Haywood on The humorous side of Undertaking. It might 
not sound funny but we have been told by WIs that have heard him that he is a brilliant speaker and 
hilarious. This month we are filling Christmas Child boxes, which are going to Syrian children in refugee 
camps: a good cause. We are holding our annual jumble sale on Sat 21st November. 
Finally, details of our competitions. The boom was won by Carole Wotton with a beautiful enormous 
dahlia; the best decorated tin belonged to Doreen Tucker. 

 

Blackawton WI Jumble Sale 

Saturday 21st November 

2.00 pm 

Blackawton Village Hall 
Admission 50p 

Raffle   -   Clothes 
Bric-a-brac   -   Books 

Toys and Games   -   Teas 

The Village Hall will be open from 10.00 am for 
receiving goods, or they can be left in the garage at 
Shepherds, Greenslade Road, during the day before. 

Enquiries: ring Christine Bond 712271  
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Blackawton and Strete History Society from Bob Harvey 
Cheese and Wine  –  Free !!! 

 
From 7.00 to 9.00 pm on Tuesday 10th November Blackawton Village Hall will have free cheese 
and wine and a large display of old photographs, maps and documents. We’d love you to call in and help 
us identify people and places on these.   
Even better, bring any old photos or documents which may help us - often the background of ordinary 
family photos or newspaper cuttings will help to build up the jigsaw of parish history. BaSH wants to find 
out more about the history of the twin parishes, once a single parish. Can you help? For example:  

 We have some title deeds from Oldstone when the Dimes family owned most of Blackawton. All the 
houses have names, but not all the names are still in use. Can you identify any of these old names? 

 In the 1930s Dartmouth was a hotbed of Edward Mosley’s fascist Blackshirts, and he gave a donation 
to Strete Church. Do you know why?  

At around 7.30 pm Ali Denham will give a picture presentation based on the book A Walk Around 
Blackawton, and David Stranack will give a similar presentation about Strete. 
All BaSH publications, from the ordinary to the erudite, will be available for sale - with an additional 
‘freebie’ if you make a purchase on the evening. 
Please help us if you can. 

 

 

 

 

West Dart Bus from Shirley Edmonds 
The West Dart Bus runs a regular service to nearby towns, as follows: 

Dartmouth every Friday at 10.30 am. 
Totnes 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month, at 9.50 am. 
Newton Abbot last Wednesday in the month at 9.50 am. 

For the Newton Abbot trip you need to book in advance; please ring Tony on 712375 or 07776 432309, 
or email him at tony.westdartbus@outlook.com 

Normandy Arms from Reka and Andy 

Taste of Tuesdays 
20% off every Tuesday in November 

(discount only available on food) 

To book a table please give us a ring on 712884 
or book online at www.thenormandyarms.co.uk 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 from Helen Bond 

Richard & Helen Bond would like to thank 
everyone who came to their coffee morning at 
Colleen Farm to raise money for Macmillan 
Cancer Support in connection with the World's 
Biggest Coffee Morning on the 26th September. 
Thank you to everybody who donated cakes, 
draw prizes and auction prizes and of course to 
everyone who bought them as we made a 
fantastic amount of £2800.60! We had an 
amazing morning, the weather was great, thank 
goodness as we don't know how many people we 
could've got into our house! Thank you once 
again for supporting a very worth-while charity. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning
 from Rebecca  Stevens 

A big thank you to everybody that came to and 
supported my Macmillan Coffee Morning on 
Friday September 25th. With your help we 
raised an amazing £692.08 for Macmillan and 
over £110 for Cancer Research. 

A big thank you to Pam Newton, Christine Bond 
and the WI, John and Liz Yunnie and Sue 
Radford. Without your help and encouragement 
none of this would have happened. 

Please note that the 

Blackawton Fireworks Masked Ball 
will not take place on 28th November as 
advertised in last month's Beacon. We have had 
to delay it (again) because of clashes with other 
events. It will now take place early in the New 
Year. 
Sorry to disappoint – look out for further info. 
 from Ashley Stevens 
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Village Hall 
 from Adrian Kyte 
Booking the Village Hall 
The best way to check availability and make a provisional booking of the Village Hall is to use the 
internet, go to http://www.hallmaster.co.uk/directory-red.aspx, select within 5 miles and enter the 
postcode of the hall TQ9 7AY, click on Blackawton Village Hall then Click here to book hall, click on 
Next >> to get to the month required then click the + sign on the day you want then add the details for 
your event on the Booking Request. In response you’ll receive a message giving details of the cost. This is 
the preferred method for booking the hall but if you don’t have internet access please phone 712159. 
Provisional bookings become confirmed bookings only after the deposit is paid, which should be within 
two weeks of the original booking. 

November Events at the Village Hall 
BaSH 
Tuesday 10th 7.00 pm, contact BaSH for details. 

Community Choir 
Meets every Thursday at 7.30 pm. This month that's 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th. Contact Jerry Neville 
712615 for more details. 

Keep Fit 
Monday mornings 9.15 to 10.15 am. This month that’s 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th. 

Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 3rd from 7.30 pm. 

Pilates 
Established classes at the Village Hall on Wednesdays between 4.15 and 5.15 pm for varying ability levels. 
This month that’s 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th. Please contact Kay Sharp for more details or to find out how 
to join a class: phone 835349 or 07917 708635, or email kay@totalbodypilates.co.uk, or visit her website 
www.totalbodypilates.co.uk. 

Village Hall AGM 
Wednesday 11th 7.30 pm. Among the topics for discussion will be: 

 potential change of date for the Horticultural Show; 

 do we want or need a small meeting room for the hall underneath the permanent community shop 
when it is built onto the end of the hall? 

Whist and Euchre Drive 
Monday 9th and 23rd starting at 7.30 pm.  

WI 
Wednesday 18th from 7.30 pm.  

Theatre in Blackawton 
Quite a good number of people enjoyed The 39 Steps last month and it’s possible that we can get more 
shows here in Blackawton through Villages in Action [ViA]. Mostly ViA groups, in addition to the 
subsidised fee require that B&B is provided so we’ll need to know who could provide accommodation for 
performers before we can pursue this opportunity. If you can provide and are interested in hosting ViA 
performers please let me know, Adrian Kyte 712159. 

Community Shop 
 from Steve Gale, Hon. Secretary 

Annual General Meeting 
At this year’s Annual General Meeting held in September, it was the final “make your mind up time” on 
whether to proceed with planning and fund-raising for a permanent third phase of the shop.  It is a big 
financial commitment to make. Everyone needed to be sure that operating new premises - bigger than 
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the current portakabin – with  continuing (and, hopefully, expanding) volunteer support, is a viable 
financial option for the village.  I am delighted to report that the decision was indeed made to go ahead 
and the Management Committee can now continue planning in more detail and start seeking grants to 
support the project. Phase 3 can now start to become a reality…and not just a pipe-dream!  

Funny Money 
From talking to one or two villagers, it is clear that not everyone around here is aware that the Post Office 
part of the shop can also supply you with money.  Cash can be withdrawn from the Post Office when it is 
open (see opening times below) and most bank cards are now accepted. 
Also, if you prefer not to use cash for making your shop purchases, then you can use your card to pay. 
Like many shops, we make a small 50p charge on such sales under £10 and I’m afraid that the shop does 
not give cash back on these transactions. 
Another quick reminder that our wonderful volunteers will try to help out in whatever way they can. So 
don’t forget that, as well as meat, you can order other groceries at the shop or by phone and the staff will 
be pleased to help you out. Also, if you have problems in carrying your shopping home, we may be able to 
deliver it for you. Just ask one of our volunteers and we will try to arrange for it to be brought to your 
door.  

Management Committee 
The Management Committee comprises Mike North (Chairman), Ruth Coe, Tony Everett, Steve Gale, 
Jilly Hanlon (via Becky Stone or Dan Kendal), Peter Hathaway, Adrian Kyte, Sam Lewis-Davis, Sue 
Radford, Jo Rogers, Andrea Scott, Jim Tregaskis. In addition, other local shop users are helping out with 
the Phase 3 project. 

Shop opening times 
Monday to Friday 8.00 am - 1.00 pm and 3.00 pm - 6.00 pm 
Saturday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm 
Sunday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon 

Post Office 
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm. Occasionally, owing to staff shortage, we may have to 

close the Post Office services at 11 am. 

The shop's telephone number is 712157. 

See you in the shop soon! 

Parish Council 
 from Steve Gale, Parish Clerk 

Notes of the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 6th October 2015 
Notes only; for detail please contact the Parish Clerk. 
Cllrs Joyce, Lewis-Davis, Mallyon (Chairman), Perry and Wills were present with Cllr Hawkins (DCC) 
and John Donaldson attending. Apologies were received from Cllrs Coe, Rake and Cllr Hicks (SHDC) and 
Steve Gale (Parish Clerk). 

Report from County Councillor 
Cllr Hawkins led a brief discussion on the condition of the bridge between Blackawton and Woodford. 
Highways have advised its structure is sound and the Parish Council agreed to lead efforts to fix it. 
Changes at Ivy Lane Youth Club (including a new name and a new Chairman) were announced. Opening 
on two nights a week from next year was being considered and new Board Members were being sought. 
Groundworks for the new pool were now underway and an opening in September next year was expected. 

Neighbourhood Planning 
The Parish Council remained undecided as to whether or not it supports the development of local 
Neighbourhood Plan. Geoffrey Osborn will be asked to report on the process which is being adopted in 
Stoke Fleming. 
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Planning Applications 
13/1832/15/F Higher Southills Farm, Cornworthy; 20m Communication Mast. Supported. 
06/1900/15/F Goodridge, Entrance widening and new stable block. Supported. Cllr Perry took no 

part in this discussion or decision. 
06/2123/15/F Wood Farm, Retrospective extension and changing rooms for existing pool. 

Supported. 

Item for Consultation: Local NHS Services 
John Donaldson updated the Council on proposed local developments in health services. It was hoped 
that final plans would be available for discussion in December and the Parish Council will continue to be 
kept informed so that Blackawton’s views may be taken into account.  

Finance 
Bank balances stood at £41,060.77. Allowing for earmarked reserves of £29,408.26 and for payments 
due of £1,108.10, there remained £10,544.41 in unearmarked reserves. 

The following payments were agreed and made: 
Chq 048: To Blackawton Fireworks for S137 contribution, £50, 
Chq 049: To HMRC for income tax deducted, £211.60, 
Chq 050: To Clerk for 3 months salary, £846.50 

Request for Funding 
A request for funding from Friends of Blackawton School was deferred until the next meeting. 

West Dart Bus 
A request from West Dart Bus for them to provide and locate a new noticeboard in the bus stop was 
approved. 

Reports from Parish Councillors, Wardens and Police etc. 
Cllr Lorien reported that incidents of vandalism had been discovered in the school playing field. It was 
agreed to ascertain if the school had reported these incidents to the Police.  
Cllr Wills reported that the road sign on Quarry Road had been damaged. 
Cllr Perry reported that dog mess had again been seen in the Play Park. Notices will be placed to try to 
help reduce this problem. 
The tying of gates on the bridleway at Pruston Barton was reported. 

Clerk's Corner 
District Chairman to Visit 
Cllr Bramble, who is Chair of South Hams District Council will be taking part in November’s Parish 
Council Meeting.  With so much upheaval going on at South Hams, it will be interesting to see whether 
the cost-cutting savings which are being made are having any negative impact upon the local services 
which it provides. 
The meeting will, as always, be open to the public and will start at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 3rd November in 
the Village Hall. Why not come along and find out what goes on at your local council meetings?   

Council contacts 
Cllr Ruth Coe 712131 or 712342 ruth@blackawton.eclipse.co.uk 
Cllr  Lorien Joyce 712187 lorien818@hotmail.com 
Cllr Samantha Lewis-Davis 712520 samlewis587@aol.com 
Cllr Alan Mallyon, Chair 712799 amallyon1@gmail.com 
Cllr Jack Perry 712459 jack@westdownfarm.plus.com 
 please note corrected phone number 
Cllr Simon Rake, Vice-chair 712103 simonbpc@garradelta.com 
Cllr Chris Wills 712409 - 
Steve Gale, Parish Clerk 712449 stevegaletq9@gmail.com  
Police non-urgent reporting 101 
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the Wider Community 

 

Flavel programme from Meg Hudson 
www.theflavel.org.uk. For bookings and more information call 839530. 

Live events in November 
Friday 6th, 7.30 pm Sarah Wollaston MP – Swimming with Sharks . . . Back in the Water 
Saturday 7th, 7.00 pm The Snowball – dinner/dance  to raise fund for the Christmas lights 
Thursday 12th, 7.15 pm Royal Opera House Live – Four One Act Ballets 
Friday 13th, 7.30 pm Two Folktales – Peter Oswald 
Saturday 14th, 7.30 pm Folk at the Flavel – Jim Moray 
Thursday 19th, 7.00 pm National Theatre Live – Of Mice and Men 
Friday 20th, 7.30 pm Slightly Fat Features – comedy cabaret 
Thursday 26th, 8.00 pm Alex Smith & Tommy Rowson - Comedy 
Friday 27th and 
Saturday 28th, 7.30 pm 

Candlelit Arias - The Little Opera Company 

Films 
Contact the box office or website for information on film times and films coming soon! 

from the Editor 
Please email Beacon contributions to beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com. Contributions on paper 
can be dropped off at the Community Shop, the George Inn or at 1 The Cross, Park Lane. The deadline for 
contributions to the December edition is Saturday 21st November. 
We have a team of volunteers who deliver the Beacon to houses in the parish each month. If you do not 
get one delivered and would like to, please email me your name and address, or leave a note for me in the 
Community Shop or at 1 The Cross, Park Lane. 
If you would like to receive the Beacon by email each month, please send me your email address. 

Andrew Morrow 

PC Nick Hill   837308 or 0845 8814879 
South Hams District Council 861234 
SHDC emergency out of hours 867034 
South Hams Cllr Michael Hicks 01548 821129 cllr.hicks@southhams.gov.uk 

Royal British Legion Women’s Section from Sue Tweed 

Christmas Fayre 

Stoke Fleming Village Hall 
Saturday 28th November, 10.00 to 11.30 am 

stalls   ~~   refreshments   ~~   raffle   ~~   prizes to be won! 
All welcome 

Tables are available to hire at £5 each. Christmas-themed stalls welcome, no bric-a-brac or 
refreshments please. To book, contact Gill on 770008. 

The charity raises funds to provide help and support to forces’ families in need. 
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Advertisements 

Very local fresh 
TURKEYS, GEESE, DUCKS 

AND CHICKENS 
Oven ready for Christmas 

To order or find out prices 
tel: 01548 821306 email: stanboroughfarm@hotmail.com 
text: 07807787327 www.stanboroughpoultry.org.uk 

Great food direct from farm to fork 
Reeve, Stanborough Farm, Halwell, Totnes 

 

       

To advertise your business 

in the Beacon 

email 

beacon@blackawtoncommunity.com 

for prices and other details 

       

 

 

Blooming Beautiful Christmas Gifts 
including our 

Spectacular Natural Christmas Wreaths 
Order your bespoke natural Christmas wreaths, with or without lights, from Blackawton Blooms 
for this Christmas season. 
This festive season we are offering baskets or funky pots of bulbs and winter flowering plants. We also 
have gift tins (lots of lovely different designs) containing packets of wildflower seeds, all of which 
make ideal Christmas presents. 

Blackawton Blooms - homegrown (not flown) wildlife-friendly flowers 
from Jane and Clare at Two Gates, Quarry Road, Blackawton 

Contact us on 712407 or 07951 296494, or email at info@blackawtonblooms.co.uk 
Check out our Facebook page www.facebook.com/blackawtonblooms and 
our website www.blackawtonblooms.co.uk (like us and we will love you!) 

Seasons greetings and we look forward to hearing from you 
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Station Yard Industrial Estate, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1ES 
01548 857408      kingsbridge@howdens.com 

Suppliers of kitchens, appliances, flooring 
and joinery to trade professionals 

We offer a free kitchen design service and CAD pictures 

Fresh coffee always available 
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Parish Diary 
November 2015 
Monday 2nd 9.15 am Keep Fit Village Hall 

Tuesday 3rd 9.50 am West Dart Bus to Totnes  

 7.30 pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall 

Wednesday 4th 4.15 pm Pilates Village Hall 

Thursday 5th 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 6th 10.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Saturday 7th 6.30 pm Blackawton Family Bonfire Night Playing field 

Monday 9th 9.15 am Keep Fit Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Whist and Euchre Village Hall 

Tuesday 10th  7.00 pm BaSH cheese and wine history evening Village Hall 

Wednesday 11th 4.15 pm Pilates Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Village Hall AGM Village Hall 

Thursday 12th 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 13th 10.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Monday 16th 9.15 am Keep Fit Village Hall 

Tuesday 17th 9.50 am West Dart Bus to Totnes  

 11.55 am Mobile Library War memorial 

Wednesday 18th 4.15 pm Pilates Village Hall 

 7.30 pm WI meeting Village Hall 

Thursday 19th 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 20th 10.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Saturday 21st 2.00 pm Blackawton WI Jumble Sale Village Hall 

 - Beacon deadline for the December edition  

Monday 23rd 9.15 am Keep Fit Village Hall 

 7.30 pm Whist and Euchre Village Hall 

Wednesday 25th 9.50 am West Dart Bus to Newton Abbot - ring 712375 or 07776 432309 to book 

 4.15 pm Pilates Village Hall 

Thursday 26th 7.30 pm Community Choir Village Hall 

Friday 27th 10.30 am West Dart Bus to Dartmouth  

Saturday 28th 10.00 am Royal British Legion Women’s Section 
Christmas Fayre 

Stoke Fleming 
Village Hall 

Sunday 29th 6.30 pm Advent Carol Service Church 

Monday 30th 9.15 am Keep Fit Village Hall 
 
 


