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BLACKAWTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 1 September 2015 at Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Cllrs, Coe, Joyce, Lewis-Davis, Mallyon (Chairman),
Perry, Rake and Wills 

In Attendance: Cllrs Hicks (SHDC) and Hawkins (DCC), Phil Baker
(SHDC Planning), Steve Gale (Parish Clerk) and 18
parishioners

Apologies: -

OPEN FORUM

Prior to the meeting, a parishioner voiced support for the production of a local
Neighbourhood Plan, perhaps jointly with a neighbouring parish. He offered to
be involved if any community-wide effort to produce such a plan was agreed.

The  proposed  development  of  another  solar  farm  in  the  Parish  was  not
supported locally and around 20 people had already registered an objection
with the Planning Authority (South Hams). 

MINUTES

1. Declarations of Interest

No declarations of members' interests in agenda items were made

2. Minutes of Previous Meetings

The  minutes  of  the  Meeting  held  4  August  2015  were  approved  and
signed  

3. Reports from District and County Councillors

Cllr Hicks reported that most of the upheaval inevitable as part of changes
to South Hams management arrangements had now been overcome.
Cllr Hawkins reported on the recent Dartmouth Regatta and the planned
Dartmouth swimming pool. 

4. Neighbourhood Planning

Phil Baker of the South Hams Place & Strategy Team was introduced and
gave a helpful presentation on neighbourhood planning. This was followed
by a question and answer session during which many issues were raised
mostly  concerning  the  status  of  Neighbourhood  Plans.  Although  these
would carry the same weight as District Plans and policies, they would

Chairman.................................................................................................Date....................................................
1



Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

have to comply with  them thus potentially restricting the ability of  local
people to influence future development.

5. Planning Issues

5.1.Planning Approvals/Refusals Received From SHDC

No notifications had been received.

5.2.Review of New Applications 

- 06/1725/15/F Oldstone Farm; Solar Farm:

At  a  vote  5  councillors  did  NOT  support  the  proposal,  no
councillors  supported  it  and  there  were  2  abstentions.   It  was
therefore agreed to recommend to South Hams that the application
should be REJECTED

- 06/1770/15/F Thisldo; Extension: SUPPORTED

- 06/1889/15/F Lower Clyston Farm; Cattle Shed: SUPPORTED

5.3.Prior Notification Applications

Clarification of the procedure adopted by South Hams was reported

5.4. Items for Consultation

New  issues  subject  to  public  consultation,  including  the  revised
Alcohol  and Entertainments Licensing Policy,  were  reported.  It  was
agreed to circulate details to Councillors who will decide whether to
debate this in further detail at its next meeting.  

6. Parish Website

It  was  agreed  that  the  Community  Website  had  not  been  a  success
although the Facebook page had proved to be more used. Following a
discussion, it was agreed to re-launch the Website with more councillors
taking  responsibility  for  updating  it  etc..  Cllr  Rake  agreed  to  lead  this
process and to arrange training for councillors as appropriate.

7. Town Farm Project and Community Enterprise for Employment Units

No further progress on this issue had been made and no news had been
forthcoming for a number of months.

8. Community Input into Highway Maintenance

Recent briefing material from Devon Highways was noted and Cllr Perry
confirmed  he  would  become  the  Parish  Snow  Warden.  Current
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arrangements concerning local attention to buddle holes and other minor
road maintenance seemed to be working well. 

9. Finance

9.1.Update on Current Financial Position

The  bank  balances  currently  stood  at  £34,548.05.  Allowing  for
payments  to  be  made  and  earmarked  reserves  of  £25,928.26,  a
balance of £8,688.99 remained

9.2.Payments Made, Due and Received

The following payment was agreed and made:

 Chq 047: Martin Luck Group; Stationery £69.20 (incl. £11.53 VAT)

9.3.TAPS Funding

Revised TAPS funding arrangements were noted.

9.4.Request for Funding

Discussion on the Friends of Blackawton School’s request for funding
was again deferred.

10.Footpath 31

Proposed changes to this path were discussed. Details will be sent to the
Parish P3 Wardens 

11.Reports from Parish Councillors

Issues on the quality and effectiveness of road maintenance and repairs.
Details will be sent to Cllr Hawkins who agreed to investigate the issues 

12.Future Meetings

It  was  confirmed  that  Cllr  Bramble,  Chairman  of  South  Hams  District
Council will attend the Parish Council Meeting to be held on 3 November. 

It  was  confirmed that  the  next  Parish  Council  meeting  will  be  held  on
Tuesday 6 October

Steve Gale 
Parish Clerk
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