Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

BLACKAWTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on
Tuesday 3 November 2015 at Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Clirs, Coe, Lewis-Davis, Perry and Rake (Vice
Chairman)

In Attendance: Clirs lan Bramble (Chairman, SHDC), Hicks (SHDC)
and Hawkins (DCC), Sarah Richardson (Friends of
Blackawton School).

Apologies: Clirs Joyce, Mallyon (Chairman) and Wills, Steve
Gale (Parish Clerk)

1. Welcome

Clir lan Bramble, Chairman, South Hams District Council was welcomed to
the meeting.

2. Declarations of Interest
No declarations of members' interests in agenda items were made
3. Minutes of Previous Meetings

The minutes of the Meeting held 6 October 2015 were approved and
signed

4. CliIr lan Bramble

The District Council Chairman talked about the changes taking place at
Follaton House. These changes were designed to maximise efficiency and
retain front-line services in the light of continuing Government cuts. They
were working closer with other district councils and with Parish Councils
particularly as adjustments were made in the responsibility for providing
certain services.

The possibility of the current district councils being abandoned altogether
was not ruled out. A discussion followed concerning the possible impact
upon Blackawton in the future.

5. Blackawton School
Sarah Richardson from the School attended. The school asked for a
closer relationship with the Parish Council which the Councillors welcomed

as a more joint approach had long been suggested.

The School is submitting an “Awards for All” application for a project to
build a Forest Shelter a proposal which has the potential to benefit, not
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only the school, but also the surrounding community. The Forest Shelter,
which would be sited where the current shelter is in the field adjacent to
the school, could be used by the school for its Forest School teaching
during the day and be used by Breakfast Clubs and After School Clubs
outside of school hours.

This would, in turn, provide much needed community childcare outside
normal school hours. In addition, to maximise its potential, this shelter
could also be exploited for Community Outdoor Events, such as the ‘“The
Big Breakfast’ and Craft Fayres. It may also be a good site for local events
like the Apple Pressing, Outdoor BADS (Blackawton Amateur Dramatic
Society) performances, Lantern Making, Ceilidhs etc.

Councillors discussed the proposal in some detail and requested some
further clarification. Eventually, it was agreed that full support would be
given and that a letter to that effect would be prepared.

6. Reports from County and District Councillors

Clir Hawkins reflected on the comments made by Clir Bramble and noted
that Torbay District could, allegedly, become insolvent within 18 months.

CliIr Hicks reported some changes to the TAP Funding application process
inasmuch that funds could be allocated for projects even if they had
benefitted from such funding in previous years.

He also noted that some problems had been encountered with the IT
support for the new management arrangements.

7. Planning Issues

7.1.Planning Approvals/Refusals Received From SHDC
No notifications or approvals had been received from SHDC.

7.2.Review of New Applications
There were no new applications to consider.

7.3.West Dart Bus
West Dart Community Bus has a management crisis in that it has no
elected officers in post. If none were found, this scheme may be
forced to close.
The Parish Council was determined to assist the organisation to
continue its operations. Advertisements will be placed on FaceBook

and the school undertook to try to recruit some parents to fill the
essential vacant roles.
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8. Town Farm Project and Community Enterprise for Employment Units
Item deferred to December
9. Finance
9.1.Update on Current Financial Position
The bank balances currently stood at £39,83393. Allowing for
payments to be made and earmarked reserves of £29,408.26, a
balance of £8,688.99 remained.

9.2. Payments Made, Due and Received

A payment of £49.50 (including VAT) was agreed and made to Apollo
Computers.

9.3.TAPS Funding
Item deferred to December

9.4. Budget/Precept 2016/°’17
The Clerk had produced draft alternative criteria for setting the Budget.
A further paper will be produced as a basis for council decision-
making in December

10. Future Meeting

It was confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 1
December

Steve Gale

Parish Clerk
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