Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

BLACKAWTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held on
Tuesday 12 May 2015 at Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Clirs, Coe, Joyce, Lewis-Davis, Mallyon, Rake and
Wills

In Attendance: 1 parishioner, David Shaw, George Hardy, Clir Hicks
(SHDC) and Steve Gale (Parish Clerk)

Apologies: Clir Hawkins (DCC)

OPEN FORUM

Before the meeting, David Shaw and George Hardy, supporters of the
proposed Dartmouth Swimming Pool Project, gave a brief presentation on the
funding for the scheme and, in particular, the anticipated contribution towards
the capital costs of £0.4m from South Hams District Council.

Following a lively question and answer session, individual Councillors were
encouraged to write personal letters of support to the project to South Hams
by Thursday 21 May when the District Council will next be considering the
issue.

Councillors also agreed that a formal letter of support should be sent from
Blackawton Parish Council.

MINUTES

1. Election of Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Clir Mallyon remain as Chairman. No
other nominations were made and it was UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED
that Clir Mallyon would serve as Chairman of Blackawton Parish Council
until the 2016 AGM.

2. Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Clir Mallyon, witnessed by the Clerk, duly signed the mandatory
Declaration of Acceptance of Office and the Chairman’s Acceptance of
Responsibilities

3. Members’ Declarations

All members signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office which were
witnessed by the Clerk and Responsible Officer.
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4. Election of Vice Chairman
It was proposed and seconded that Clir Rake serve as Vice-Chairman. No
other proposals were made and it was UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that
Clir Rake would serve as Vice-Chairman of Blackawton Parish Council
until the 2016 AGM.
5. Specific Parish Responsibilities
5.1 Footpaths and Bridleways (P3)
Arrangements had now been made for Trevor Bird to hand over his P3
responsibilities to local parishioners. A £300 contribution toward P3
costs had been allocated by Devon Council.

5.2 Snow Warden

It was hoped that Stanley Wreyford would continue in his role of Snow
Warden for the Village

5.3 Development of Local NHS

John Donaldson had agreed to represent the community in discussions
on the development of local health services

6. Review of Members' Interests

Councillors were reminded, and agreed, to complete their Registers of
Members’ Interests and Election Expenses forms and to send these either:

e by 24™ May to the Clerk for onward transmission to South Hams or;
e to arrive by 4™ June, direct to South Hams

7. Declarations of Interest
No declarations in items on today’s agenda were made.
8. Standing Orders and Standing Financial Instructions
The Orders and Instructions were re-adopted for use in 2015/'16.
9. Subscriptions, Deeds and Trusts
It was confirmed that the Parish Council is a member of the Devon
Association of Local Councils continued membership of which was

strongly recommended by the Parish Clerk.

As a corporate body, the Parish Council is NOT a Trustee of any other
organisation and holds no deeds.
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10.Minutes of Previous Meetings

The minutes of the meeting on 7 April were confirmed and signed.

11.Reports from District Councillor

Clir Hicks pointed out that South Hams Councillors’ individual roles were
being changed following the election. He would be taking specific
responsibilities in respect of the commissioning of services.

12.Planning Issues

12.1. Planning Approvals Received From SHDC

The following conditional approvals were noted:

06/0642/15/F Five Shires, Pruston Barton Court: single
storey lean-to extension to rear of property.

06/1339/14/F Collaford Wood: Change of land use to
camping holiday site to include up to 5 holiday yurts etc.
06/0460/15/F Poppy Cottage, Main Street: Retrospective
application for replacing existing single glazed wooden
windows and doors with double glazed UPC

06/0631/15/F The Anchorage, Main Street, extension and
alteration to existing out-building to create studio
06/0599/15/F The Forge, Removal of chimney and replace
with stainless steel flue and provision of rooflights

12.2. Review of New Applications

The Parish Councils support for the following proposals was
confirmed:

06/0640/15/F Combe Farm: Replacement of dilapidated
agribuilding

06/0737/15/F Field Barn West of Washwalk. Infil to existing
agricultural building.

12.3. Parish Plan

The Council agreed that it would consider again the production
of an overall Parish Plan or Neighbourhood Plan. Original
preliminary work on such a document had been abandoned
while attention had been focussed on the issues of the new
housing estate and the development of the Community Shop.

13.Deferment of Work Items

The Parish Council was now up to date with its workload with the
exception of the memorial safety checks (previously “Topple Testing”).
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Clirs Wills and Perry agreed to undertake such checks in the near future
and report back to the Council.

14.Finance

14.

14.

14.

1. Update on Current Financial Position
The Council's bank balances stood at £28,898.00. The total
remaining after allowing for earmarked reserves of £21,938.85,
and for payment of creditor as below of £150.00, was £6,647.46
2. Payments Due and Received

The following payment was agreed and made:

- Chq 039 for £150.00 to South & West Internal Audit for audit
services

3. Information Policy

The current information policy was reviewed and it was agreed
to retain the same policy for 2015/'16

14.4. Annual Financial Return/Governance Statement 2014/'15

14

It was reported that annual district audit of the Parish's Annual
Financial Return had been undertaken, approved by the Auditor
and it had now been submitted for national audit.

5. Risk Assessment, Asset Register and Insurance Schedule

Updated versions of the above documents were adopted

15.Reports from Councillors

A

Reports of hubcap nuts on cars parked in the village being tampered
with had been received. Parishioners were advised to check their
vehicles before use

Clir Lewis-Davis reported that no local children had taken advantage of
the free bus rides to Dartmouth Youth Club although 3 youngsters who
had gone to Dartmouth earlier had received a lift back. Use of the
service would be monitored in the hope that its use by young people
would develop in future

Clir Joyce suggested that the Council devote time to publicising its
work to the local community

A faulty street lamp in Chapel Street had been reported

The hedges on some local roads were once again starting to encroach
onto the road

It was agreed to review the Council’s website to ensure it was kept upt-
date and used more by local community groups and firms
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16.Closure

Prior to closing the meeting, Clir Mallyon formally congratulated councillors
upon their election to the Council. He also paid tribute to the work which
former ClIrs. Wreyford and Donaldson had undertaken. He also thanked
Trevor Bird not only for his former work as Chairman of the Council, but
also as the Parish’s P3 Officer.

17.Date of Next Meeting

It was confirmed that the next Business Meeting will be on Tuesday 2
June 2015

Steve Gale

Steve Gale
Parish Clerk
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