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BLACKAWTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 2 June 2015 at Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Cllrs, Coe, Joyce, Lewis-Davis, Mallyon (Chairman),
Perry, Rake and Wills 

In Attendance: 1  parishioner,  Cllr  Hicks  (SHDC)  and  Steve  Gale
(Parish Clerk)

Apologies: Cllr Hawkins (DCC)  

1. Declarations of Interest

No declarations in items on today’s agenda were made.

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting

The  minutes  of  the  Annual  General  Meeting  held  on  12  May  were
confirmed and signed.  

3. Reports from District Councillor
 

Cllr Hicks provided further details of the new management arrangements
to be adopted by the District Council. Strategy and Commissioning will, in
future, be separated from Service Delivery.  Initial contact with the Council
will,  in  future,  be  through  newly-appointed  and  locally-based  locality
managers.

In response to a question, he clarified that the decision on the funding of
the new Swimming Pool in Dartmouth would be made at the Executive
Meeting to be held on 14 June.

Cllr  Hicks  also  announced  that  he  will  be  holding  District  Council
“Surgeries” on a regular basis in Blackawton. The first of these sessions,
when parishioners may attend to ask questions on any issue with which
the District may be able to assist,  will  be held at 7.00 p.m. prior to the
Parish Council’s next meeting on Tuesday 7 July in Blackawton Village
Hall.

4. TAPS Funding – Youth Services

Cllr  Lewis-Davis  reported  on  progress  on  the  new Youth  Bus  service.
Take-up continued to be disappointing but it was expected to develop in
time. It was hoped to keep the service going in the summer although a
replacement bus driver or alternative vehicle may be necessary.

It was suggested that the service be reviewed after a year to determine if
this should be continued and funded in subsequent years.
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5. Town Farm Project and Community Enterprise for Employment Units

There was still  no further news to report.   Cllr Hicks would pursue this
issue

6. Planning Issues

6.1.Planning Approvals Received From SHDC

No recent approvals had been announced

6.2.Review of New Applications

No new applications had been received for review 

7. Finance

7.1.Update on Current Financial Position

The first half of the 2015/’16 precept funding had now been received
and the Council's bank balances currently stood at £35,953.92. The
total remaining, after allowing for earmarked reserves of £25,418.45,
and for payment of creditors as below of £50.21, was £10,323.57

7.2.Payments Due and Received

The following payments were agreed and made:

- Chq 040 for £33.00 (including £5.50 VAT) to Apollo IT and 
- Chq 041 for £17.21 (including £2.87 VAT) to Martin Luck Group for
stationery

7.3.Annual Financial Return/Governance Statement 2014/'15

It was reported that the national audit of the Parish's Annual Financial
Return  had  been  undertaken  by  Grant  Thornton  Consultants  and
approved 

The accounts, as approved by both district and national auditors,  are
now available for inspection by parishioners.

7.4.Pension Arrangements

New national  pension  arrangements  and  their  impact  upon  Parish
Councils  were  reported.   The  Clerk  reminded  the  Council  that,  on
appointment,  he  had waived  any rights  to  a  pension  or  alternative
additional payment which may ordinarily be due.
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7.5.Contract for Cemetery and Graveyard Maintenance

Councillors considered two tenders which had been received. It was
agreed to offer the contract to S Rowden who had provided the lowest
tender price.

8. Reports from Councillors

 Bridleway The poor condition of a bridleway was raised. Cllr Perry will
inspect the area and recommend or undertake appropriate action

 P3 Arrangements Cllr Mallyon confirmed that P3 responsibilities had
now been transferred from Trevor Bird to Arthur and Carol Whatton.  It
was  agreed  to  write  to  Trevor  thanking  him for  his  past  work  and
contribution

 Structure An apparently temporary structure had been erected on an
off  street  parking  space  close  to  the  Normandy  Arms.  Further
information will be sought

9. Date of Next Meeting

It was confirmed that the next Business Meeting will be on Tuesday 7 July
2015

 Steve Gale
Steve Gale
Parish Clerk
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