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BLACKAWTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 7 July 2015 at Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Cllrs, Coe, Lewis-Davis, Mallyon (Chairman), Perry,
Rake and Wills 

In Attendance: Cllrs  Hicks (SHDC) and Hawkins (DCC) and Steve
Gale (Parish Clerk)

Apologies: Cllr Joyce 

1. Declarations of Interest

Cllr Coe declared an interest in the George Inn Planning Application.

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the Meeting held on 2 June were, subject to the correction
of the typographical error on the date, confirmed and signed.  

3. Reports from District and County Councillors
 

Cllr Hicks reported that he will shortly meet Daniel Martin who, located in
Kingsbridge, is the new South Hams Locality Manager for local parishes.
It was agreed to invite Mr Martin to a future Parish Council Meeting.

As agreed, Cllr  Hicks had tried to obtain further information concerning
Town Farm. It was agreed to have a substantive debate on the progress of
this development when more details are made known.

The first Surgery run by Cllr Hicks had taken place. He will  continue to
operate these sessions with the next being prior to the Parish Council on 1
September.

Cllr Hawkins updated the meeting on the progress of the Dartmouth Indoor
Swimming Pool and also answered a question concerning the future of the
current outdoor facility which, he understood, would become a car park.

A discussion on car parking in Dartmouth particularly the Park’n’ride and
its use by season ticket holders took place. Any specific issues should be
reported to Cllr Hicks.

Take up of the youth club bus remained disappointing but was expected to
improve in autumn.  Councillors were encouraged to visit the Club to see
for themselves the high quality of services provided.
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4. Planning Issues

4.1.Planning Approvals Received From SHDC

No recent approvals had been announced

4.2.Review of New Applications

 06/1215/15/F Thorne Farm; Creation of new driveway etc. 
SUPPORTED

 (Cllr Coe took no part in the following discussion or decision)
06/1376/15/F George Inn;  Retrospective application for retaining
wall and level garden area to the rear SUPPORTED

4.3. Items for Consultation

4.3.1 Topics

It was noted that there were a number of issues currently out for
consultation. These included:

 Healthcare at home, GP 
services, Dartmouth 
Hospital, minor injuries 

 Cost of providing child care

 DCC Tough Choices  Special Schools consultation

4.3.2 Healthcare Issues

It  was agreed to ask John Donaldson to the next  meeting in
order to have a fuller debate on NHS issues. 

4.3.3 Bus Services

A  rumour  had  circulated  anticipating  withdrawal  by  Devon
County of the school bus service from the Village to Dartmouth
Academy. Cllr Hawkins reported that this is not the case and the
rumour  had started  following  a  message concerning  services
from other areas being sent to the incorrect recipients. 

5. Finance

5.1.Update on Current Financial Position

The Council's bank balances currently stood at £35,798.45. The total
remaining, after allowing for earmarked reserves of £25,418.45, and
for payment of creditors as below of £1,223.40, was £11,603.40.
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5.2.Payments Due and Received

The following payments were agreed and made:

- Chq 042 for £120.00 (including £20.00 VAT) to Grant Thornton for
Audit services; 
- Chq 043 for £45.00 to Blackawton Village Hall for hall hire;
- Chq 044 for £211.60 to HMRC for PAYE taxation;
- Chq 045 for £846.80 to the Parish Clerk for 3 month’s salary.

6. Reports from Parish Councillors, Wardens and Police etc.

 Memorial Testing

Cllrs Perry and Wills had undertaken a series of memorial tests.  A 
further test will be undertaken later in the year

 Neighbourhood Watch

It was agreed that the Council should offer its involvement to the
discussions currently being suggested concerning the development
of Neighbourhood Watch

 Care of Grass Banks and Verges

Councillors reported some problems with the care of grass banks
adjoining main roads. – in particular the verge on the double bend
at the crown of the hill close to the former Forces pub.  Councillors
agreed to submit details to the Clerk who will pass these onto Cllr
Hawkins to discuss with Highways

 Road Signs

It was reported that the directional finger post opposite the Forces
is still missing after at least a year. 

In addition, an unknown lorry had hit  and dislodged the 30 mile
post and sign adjacent to the Community Village Shop.  

Cllr Hawkins agreed to look into these issues.

 Yurt

The appearance of a large yurt  in a field within  the village was
reported.  It  was  understood  that  this  structure  was  only  a
temporary measure and subject to a planning application currently
being considered. The situation will continue to be monitored.
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7. Potential Meeting Attendances

It was agreed to invite Cllrs Bramble and Smerdon, the Chair and Vice-
Chair of South Hams District Council, to attend a Parish Council Meeting
in September, October or November.

In the meantime, Cllrs Mallyon and Rake will  attend the Parish Council
event being held by South Hams on 27 July.

8. Date of Next Meeting

It  was confirmed that  the next  Business Meeting will  be on Tuesday 4
August 2015

 Steve Gale
Steve Gale
Parish Clerk
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