Blackawton Parish Council
Established 1894

BLACKAWTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on
Tuesday 4 August 2015 at Blackawton Village Hall

Present: Clirs, Coe, Joyce, Lewis-Davis, Mallyon (Chairman),
Rake and Wills

In Attendance: John Donaldson, Arthur and Carole Wotton, Clir
Hicks (SHDC), Steve Gale (Parish Clerk) and one
parishioner

Apologies: ClIr Perry and Clir Hawkins (DCC)
1. Welcome
John Donaldson and Arthur and Carole Wotton were welcomed to the meeting
2. Declarations of Interest
No declarations of members' interests in agenda items were made
3. Minutes of Previous Meetings

The minutes of the Meeting held 7 July 2015 were approved and signed although
a correction of fact was made

4. Footpaths and Bridleways Planning

Arthur and Carole Wotton introduced themselves to members and reported on
their work since taking over P3 responsibilities. Generally, the parish footpaths
and bridleways were in a reasonable condition and any problems raised had
been resolved. They were currently preparing a report for the DCC P3 organiser
and a copy will, of course, be made available to the Parish Council to consider.
A discussion on responsibilities for hedge trimming took place. Arthur and Carole
were thanked for their contribution.

5. Reports from District Councillor

Clir Hicks had pursued progress on the Town Farm development and, in
particular, the Employment Units. Cavanna’s were only likely to provide these
units once 80% of the property on the site had been sold, say in about two years.
Clir Mallyon agreed to contact Michael Newman for any additional background
which may be available. The Council was also updated on progress on South
Hams’ T18 re-organisation. The position concerning the employment of planning
staff — including outside consultants — was discussed.

6. Planning Approvals/Refusals Received From SHDC
The following had been granted conditional planning approval:

e 06/1215/15/F Thorne Farm entrance etc.
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e 06/1376/15/F George Inn retrospective application external works
7. Review of New Applications

No new applications had been received for comment although early
notification had been received of a forthcoming application for relocation of
livestock accommodation at Clyston

8. Healthcare and Health Services Planning

John Donaldson was welcomed to the meeting. He had attended a
number of consultation meetings concerning the development of local
health and social care services. This would involve a major removal of
services from Dartmouth Hospital, Victoria Road Surgery and Anzac
Street premises to a possible new facility in Townstal. Many services could
also be moved to the local area from Torbay Hospital.

The reshaped services would comply with and deliver a completely new
model of care which is in the final stages of drafting and will be launched
on 30 September for extensive local consultation.

A detailed discussion ensued during which the integration of health and
social care, the difficulty in recruiting staff locally and the ownership of
Dartmouth Hospital were raised.

It was warned that the continual reorganisation of health and social care
had had a negative impact. Any further change must ensure that real
improvements are delivered.

9. Neighbourhood Planning

The councillors held the view that the time involved with the production of
such a plan — and its essential updating and maintenance — were unlikely
to produce sufficient benefits to make it worthwhile.

Clir Hicks offered to invite a South Hams planning officer to a future
meeting to discuss this and related issues, including the impact of housing
planning.

10.Non-Compliance Issues

CliIr Hicks undertook to ascertain progress on a planning compliance issue
11.Finance

11.1. Update on Current Financial Position

The Council's bank balances currently stood at £34,821.52. The
total remaining, after allowing for earmarked reserves of
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£25,928.26 and for payments of creditors of £275.00 was
£8,618.26

11.2. Payments Made, Due and Received
A payment of £230 was agreed for cemetery etc. maintenance.
11.3. Request for Funding
Friends of Blackawton School (FOBS) had requested Parish
Council funds toward some goal posts for the school. Clir Joyce
undertook to invite a FOBS representative to a future meeting.
12.Fire Services
The local Fire Prevention Officer had offered to talk to the Parish Council
about home safety visits and requesting information on vulnerable groups.
It was agreed to invite him to a future meeting.
13.Future for Blackawton after Town Farm Development
A letter from a parishioner concerning potential development of the village
to the south was reported. It was agreed that the Council would always
seek to protect all of the parish from inappropriate development
14.Woodford Bridge
A parishioner had pointed out that the bridge between Blackawton and
Woodford was overgrown. It was agreed to identify the responsibility for
clearing the area where the roadway, verge and watercourse meet.
15.Reports from Parish Councillors, Wardens and Police etc.
o Myrtle Way was again reported as being overgrown
e A report on the South Hams seminar held on 27 July was provided by
Clirs Mallyon and Rake. Much helpful information had been provided
and copies are available for Councillors from the Clerk if required

16.Date of Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 1° September

Steve Gale

Steve Gale
Parish Clerk
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